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SCOTLAND- 


B O O K VIII. 

O N the firft of May the King and Queen ar- book 
rived at Leith, and were received by their fubjeds vm. 
with every poflible cxpreffion of joy. The folem- ,, 90 . 
nity of the Queen’s coronation was conduded with The King 
great magnificence ; but fo low had the order of arrl^i'ii" 
Bifhops fallen in the opinion of the public , that Scotland, 
none of them were prefent on that ^occafion , and 
Mr. Robert Bruce , a Prefbyterian Minifter of 
great reputation , fet the Crown on her head , 
adminiftered the facred undion , and performed 
the other cuftomary ceremonies. 

The zeal and fuccefs with which many of the 
clergy had contributed towards preferving peace 
and order in the kingdom, during his abfence, re- 
conciled James, in a great degree, to their per- 
fons, and even to the Prefbyterian form of go- 
vernment. In prefence of an affembly , which aujhh 4. 
Vol. III. B 
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met this year, he made high encomiums on the 
difcipline as well as the dodrine of the church , 
promifed to adhere inviolably to both , and per- 
mitted the affembly to frame fuch ads as gradually 
abolilhed all the remains of epifcopal jurifdidion , 
and paved the way for a full and legal eftablilhment 
of the Prefbyterian model 

An event happened foon after, which afforded the 
Clergy no fmall triumph. Archbilhop Adamfon, 
their ancient opponent, having fallen under the 
King’s difpleafure , having been deprived of the 
revenues of his fee in confequence of the ad of 
annexation, and being opprefled with age, with 
poverty, and difcafes, made the meaneft fubmiflion 
to the Clergy, and delivered to the aflembly a 
formal recantation of all his opinions concerning 
Church - government , which had been matter of 
offence to the Prefbyterians Such a confeflion , 
from the mod learned perfon of the Epifcopal 
order, was confidered as a teftimony which the 
force of trutl^had extorted from an adverfary *. 

Meanwhile, the King’s exceflfi ve clemency towards 
offenders multiplied crimes of all kinds , and encour- 
aged fuch ads of violence , as brought his govern- 
ment under contempt, and proved fatal to many 
of his fubjeds. The hiftory of feveral years , about 
this time, is filled with accounts of the deadly 
quarrels between the great families, and of murders 
anti affaflinations perpetrated in the moll audacious 
manner , and with circumftances of the utmoft 

* Cald. iv. 204. a Spotfw. 385. Cald. iv. 214. 
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barbarity. All the defers in the feudal ariftocracy book 
were now felt more fenfibly, perhaps, than at any vm. 
other period in the hiflory of Scotland , and univerfal tm. 
licence and anarchy prevailed to a degree fcarce 
confiftent with the prefervation of fociety. While 
the King , too gentle to punilh , or too feeble to a& 
with vigor, fuffered all thefe enormities to pafs with 
impunity. 

But though James connived at real crimes, witch- An attempt 
craft , which is commonly an imaginary one , engrof- of * 0,lu 
fed his attention, and thofe fufpedted of it felt the gainum* 

- whole weight of his authority. Many perfons, Kin e- 
neither extremely old nor wretchedly poor, which 
were ufually held to be certain indications of this 
crime, but mailers of families , and matrons of a 
decent rank , and in the middle age of life , were 
feized and tortured. Though their confeflions con- 
tained the moll abfurd and incredible circumflances, 
the King’s prejudices , thofe of the clergy and of 
the people , confpired in believing their extrava- 
gancies, without hefitation , and in punilhing their 
perfons without mercy. Some of thefe unhappy 
fufferers accufed Bothwell of having confulted them 
in order to know the time of the King’s death, 
and of having employed their art, toraife theftorms 
which had endangered the Queen’s life, and had 
detained James fo long in Denmark. Upon this 
' evidence , that nobleman was committed to prifon. 
Histurbulentand haughty fpirit could neither fubmit 
to the rellraint , nor brook fuch an indignity. 

Having gaiued his keepers , he made his efcape , 
and imputing the accufation to the artifices of his 
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BOOK enemy, the Chancellor, he afTembled his followers, 
Viil. under pretence of driving him from the King’s coun- 
cils. Being favored by fome of the King’s attendants, 
he was admitted by a fecret pafiage, under cloud of 
night, into the court of the palace of Holy-rood- 
houfe. He advanced dire&ly towards the royal 
apartment, but happily, before he entered , the alarm 
D«c.»r. was taken, and the doors fhut. While he attempted 
to burft open fome of them , and to fet fire to others, 
the citizens of Edinburgh had time to run to their 
arms, and he efcaped with the utmoft difficulty; 
owing his fafpty to the darknefs of the night , and the 
precipitancy with which he fled *. 

*s»*. He retired towards the north , and the King 
having unadvifedly given a commiflion to the 
Earl of Huntly, to purfue him and his followers, 
with fire and fword , he , under color of execut- 
ing that commiflion , gratified his private revenge, 
and furrounded the houfe of the Earl of Murray, 
*ri>. 8. burnt it to the ground, and flew Murray himfelf. 

The murder of a young nobleman of fuch pro- 
mifing virtues, and the heir of the Regent Mur- 
ray, the darling of the people, excited univerfal 
indignation. The citizens of Edinburgh rofe in 
a tumultuous manner ; and though they were re- 
ftrained, by the care of the magiftrates, from any 
adt of violence , they threw afide all refpedt for the 
King and his minifters, and openly infulted and 
threatened both. While this mutinous fpirit con- 
tinued, James thought it prudent to withdraw 

* Melv. 388- Spotfw. } 8 6 . 
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from the city, and fixed his refidence for forae time 
at Glafgow. There Huntly furrendered himfelf to 
juftice; and , notwithftanding theatrocioufnefsof his 
crime, and the clamors of the people , the power of 
the Chancellor , with whom he was now clofely con- 
federated , and the King’s regard for the memory 
of the Duke of Lenox, whofe daughter he had 
married, not only protected him from the fentence 
which fuch an odious.adion merited, but exempted 
him even from the formality of a public trial A 

A ftep of much importance was taken, foon after, 
with regard to- the government of the church. The 
Clergy had long complained of the encroachments 
made upon their privileges and jurifdidion by the 
ads of the parliament one thoufand five hundred 
and eighty-four , and though thefe laws had now 
loft much of their force, they refolved to petition 
the parliament, which was«approaching , to repeal 
them in form. The jundure for pulhing fuch a 
meafure was well chofen. The King had loft much 
of the public favor by his lenity towards the Popilh 
fadion , and ff ill more by his remiflnefs in purfuing 
the murderers of the Earl of Murray. The Chan- 
cellor had not only a powerful party of the 
courtiers combined againft him , but was become 
odious to the people, who imputed to him every 
falfe ftep in the King’s condud. Bothwell ftirt 
lurked in the kingdom , and being fecretly fup-. 
ported by all the^ enemies of Maitland’s adminifc 

4 Spotfw. 587- 

B 3 


BOOK 

VIII. 

ISM. 


Preibyte- 
rian Church- 
government 
eftublished 
by law. 


Digitized by Google 


6 


THE HISTORY 


BOOK tration, was ready, every moment, to renew his 
VIII. audacious enterprifes. James, for all thefe reafons, 
hju. was extremely willing to indulge the Clergy in 
their requeft, and not only confented to a law» 
whereby the ads of one thoufand five hundred and 
eighty-four were refeinded or explained, but he car- 
ried his complaifance {fill further , and permitted the 
Parliament to eftablilh the Prefbyterian government, 
its General Affemblies, Provincial fynods, Prelby- 
teries, and Kirk-feflions, with all the different bran- 
ches of their difeipline and jurifdidion, in the moft 
ample manner. All the zeal and authority of the 
Clergy, even under the adminiftration of Regents, 
from whom they might have expeded the moft 
partial favor, could not obtain the fandion of law, 
in confirmation of their mode of Ecclefiaftical go- 
vernment. No Prince was ever lefs difpofed than 
James to approve a fyftem , whofe republican genius 
infpired a paflion for liberty, fo repugnant to his 
exalted notions of royal prerogative. Nor could any ' 
averfion be more inveterate than his, to the au- 
ftere and uncomplying charader of the Prefbyte- 
rian Clergy in that age; who, more eminent for 
zeal than for policy, often contradided his opi- 
nions, and cenfured his condud, with a freedom 
equally offenfive to hisdogmatifm as a Theologian, 
and to his pride as a King. His fituation, how- 
ever, obliged him frequently to conceal, or to dif- 
femble his fentiments; and as he often difgufted 
his fubjeds, by indulging the f^opilh fadion more 
than they approved, he endeavoured to atone for 
this by conceflions to the Prefbyterian Clergy, 
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more liberal than he himfelf would otherwife have 
chofen to grant 

In this Parliament, Bothwell and all his adherents 
■were attainted. But he foon made a new attempt to 
feize the King at Falkland; and James, betrayed by 
fome of his courtiers , and feebly defended by others* 
who wilhed well to Bothwell, as the Chancellor’s 
avowed enemy, owed his fafety to the fidelity and 
vigilance of Sir Robert IVTelvil , and to the irrefo- 
lution of Bothwell’s affociates*. 

Scarcely was this danger over, when the na- 
tion was alarmed with the difcovery of a new and 
more formidable confpiracy. George Ker , the 
Lord Newbattle’s brother, being feized as he was 
ready to fet fail for Spain, many fufpicious papers 
were found in his cuftody , and among thefe, 
feveral blanks figned by the Earls of Angus, 
Huntly, and Errol. By this extraordinary pre- 
caution they hoped to efcape any danger of dif- 
covery. But Ker’s refolution fhrinking when 
torture was threatened, he confeffed that he was 
employed by thefe noblemen to carry on a nego- 
ciation with the King of Spain; that the blanks 
fubfcribed with their names were to be filled up 
by Crichton and Tyrie; that they were inftrudted 
to offer the faithful fervice of the three Earls to 
that Monarch; and to folicit him to land a body 
of his troops, either in Galloway, or at the mouth 
of Clyde, with which they undertook, in the firft 
place , to eftablifii the Roman Catholic Religion 

* Cald. iv. 248. 252. Spotfw. 388- * Melv. 492. 

B 4 


BOOK 

VIII. 

, IS9I. 


A new eon- 
fpiracy of 
the I'opislt 
Lords. 


Digitized by Google 



8 


THE HISTORY 


BOOK 

VIII. 


M»3. 

Zeal of cbe 
Ftople, 


and pro- 
ceedings of 
the King 
againft 
them. 




in Scotland, and then to invade England with the 
whole forces of the kingdom. David Graham of 
Fintry, and Barclay of Ladvland, whom he accnfed 
of being privy to the confpiracy, were taken into 
cuftody, and confirmed all the circumftances of 
his confeftion T . 

The nation having been kept for fome time in 
continual terror and agitation by fo many fucceffive 
confpiracies, the difcovery of this new danger com- 
pleted the panic. All ranks of men, as if the enemy 
had already been at their gates, thought themfelves 
called upon to (land forth in defence of their country. 
T he IYImifters of Edinburgh, without waiting forany 
warrant from the King, who happened at that time to 
be abfent from the capital, and without having re- 
ceived any legal commifiion, affembled a confiderable 
number of Peers and Barons, in order to provide an 
inftant remedy againft the impending danger. They 
feized the Earl of Angus, and committed him to 
the caftlc ; they examined Ker ; and prepared a 
remonftrance to be laid before the King, concern- 
ing the ftate of the nation ; and the neceflity of 
profecuting the confpirators with becoming vi- 
gor. James, though jealous of every encroach- 
ment on his prerogative, and offended with fub- 
jeds , who, inftead of petitioning, feemed to pre- 
feribe to him, found it neceffary, during the vio- 
lence of the ferment, not only to adopt their plan, 
but even to declare that no confideration Ihould 
ever induce him to pardon thofe who had been 

' Rymer, xvi. 190. 
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guilty of fo odious a treafon. He fummoned the 
Earls of Huntly and Frrol to furrender themfelves 
to juftice. Graham of Finiry, whom his peers pro- 
nounced to be guilty of treafon, he commanded to 
be publicly beheaded; and marching into the North 
at the head ofcan army, the two Earls, together 
with Angus, tyho had efcaped out of prifon , re- 
tired to the mountains. He placed garrifons in the 
cattles which belonged to them; compelled their 
vaflals, and the Barons in the adjacent counties, to 
fubferibe a bond containing profeflions of their loyal- 
ty towards him , and of their firm adherence to the 
Proteftant faith, and, the better to fecure the tran- 
quillity of that part of the kingdom, conftituted the 
Earls of Athol and Marifchal his Lieutenants there *. 

Having finiflied this expedition , James re- 
turned to Edinburgh , where he found Lord Bor- 
rough , an extraordinary ambaflador from the 
court of England. Elizabeth , alarmed at the 
difeovery of a confpiracy which file confidered as 
no lefs formidable to her own kingdom than to 
Scotland, reproached James with his former re- 
miffnefs, and urged him, as he regarded the pre- 
fervation of the Proteftant religion, or the dignity 
of his own Crown , to punifh this repeated treafon 
with rigor; and if he could not apprehend tbe 
perfons , at Jeaft to confifcate the eftates , of fuch 
audacious rebels. She weakened however the 
force of thefe requefts, by interceding at the fame 
time in behalf of Bothwell, whom, according to 

• * Spotfw. $oi. Cald. iv. 291. 
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her ufual policy in nourifhing a fadious fpirit among 
the Scottifh nobles, fhe had taken under her pro- 
tedion. James abfolutely refufed to liften to any 
interceflion in favor of one, who had fo often, and 
with fo much outrage , infulted both his government 
and his perfon. With regard to the Popifh con- 
fpirators, he declared his refolution to profecute them 
with vigor ; but that he might be the better able to 
do fo , he demanded a fmall fum of money from 
Elizabeth, whi#h flie , diftruftful perhaps of the 
manner in which he might apply it, fliowed no 
inclination to grant. The zeal., however , and impor- 
tunity of his own fubjeds obliged him to call a Parlia- 
ment , in order to pafs an ad of attainder againft the 
three Earls. But before it met, Kermade his cfcape 
out of prifon,and, on pretence that legal evidence 
of their guilt could not be produced, nothing was - 
concluded againft them. The King himfelf was 
univerfally fufpeded of having- contrived this 
artifice, on purpofe to elude the requefts of the 
Queen of England, and to difappoint the wifhes of 
his own people; and therefore, in order to footh 
the Clergy , who exclaimed loudly againft his con- 
dud, he gave way to the puffing of an*ad, which 
ordained thofe who obftinately contemned the 
cenfures of the Church to be declared out-laws*. 

While the terror excited by the Popifh con- 
fpiracy poflefied the nation , the court had been 
divided by two rival fadions , which contended 
for the chief diredion of affairs. At the head of 

# * Cald. iv. 343. Spotfw. 393. Pari. 13 Jac. VI. c. 134. 
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one , was the Chancellor , in whom the King repofed BOOK 
entire confidence. For that very reafon , perhaps , he yiii. 
had fallen early under the Queen’s difpleafure. The 1593, 
Duke of Lenox , the Earl of Athol , Lord Ochiltree , 
and all the name of Stewart efpoufed her quarrel , and 
widened the breach. James fond no lefs of domeftic 
tranquillity , than of public peace , advifed his fa- 
vorite to retire , for fome time , in hopes that the 
Queen’s refentment would fubfide. But as he 
flood in need, in the prefent juncture, of the aflift- 
ance of an able Minifter , he had recalled him to 
court In order to prevent him from recovering 
his former power, the Stewarts had recourfe to an 
expedient no lefs illegal than defperate. Having 
combined with Both well, who was of the fame 
furname , they brought him back fecretly into 
Scotland; and feizing the gates of the palace, in- 
troduced him into the royal apartment with a nu- 
merous train of armed followers. James, though 
deferted by all his courtiers, and incapable of re?, 
fiftance, difeovered more indignation than fear, 
and reproaching them for their treachery, called 
on the Earl to finifli his treafons, by piercing his 
Sovereign to the heart. But Bothwell fell on his 
knees , and implored pardon. The King was not 
in a condition to refufe his demands. A few 
days after he figned a capitulation with this fuc- 
cefsful traitor , to whom he was really a prifoner, 
whereby he bound himfelf to grant him a remif- 
fion for all pad offences , and to procure the rati- 
fication of it in Parliament ; and in the mean 
time to difmifs the Chancellor, the mailer of Gla- 
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BOOK mis, Lord Home, and Sir George Home, from bis 
VII J. councils and prefence. Both well, on his part, con- 
i5v3 fented to remove from court, though he left there 
as many of his affociatcs as he thought fufficient to 
prevent the return of the adverfe fadlion. 

He recovers But it was now no eafy matter to keep the King 
5 e s p | lb " ty ‘ under the fame kind of bondage , to which he had 
been often fubjedt during his minority He difeovered 
i fo much impatience to fliake off his fetters , that thofe 
■who had impofed, durft not continue, the reftraint. 
They permitted him to call a Convention of the 
nobles at Stirling, and to repair thither himfelf. All 
Bothwell’s enemies, and all who were defirous of 
gaining the King’s favor by appearing to be fo, 
obeyed the fummons. They pronounced the infult 
offered to the King’s perfon and authority to be 
high treafon, and declared him abfolved from any 
obligation to obferve conditions extorted by force, 
and which violated fo elfentially his royal prero- 
gative. James , however , (fill proffered him a 
pardon , provided he would fue for it as an adt of 
mercy, and promife to retire out of the kingdom. 
Thefe conditions Bothwell rejected with difdain , 
and betaking himfelf once more to arms , at- 
tempted to furprife the King ; but finding him 
on his guard , fled to the borders 
Snfpeaed of The King’s ardor againft Bothwell, compared 
favoring ^ with his flow and evafive proceedings againft the 
Lords. Popifh Lords, occafioned a general difguft among 
his fubjedts ; and was imputed either to an 

" Cald. iv. $26. Spotfw. 395. 
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exceffive attachment to the perfons of thofe con- 
fpirators , or to a fecret partiality towards their 
opinions; both which gave rife to no unreafonable 
fears. The Clergy, as the immediate guardians of 
the Proteftant Religion , thought themfelves bound, 
in fuch a juncture , to take extraordinary fteps for 
its prefervation. The provincial fynod of Fife 
happening to meet at that time , a motion was 
made to excommunicate all concerned in the late 
confpiracy, as obftinate and irreclaimable Papifts; 
and though none of the confpirators refided within 
the bounds of the fynod , or were fubjedt to its jurif- 
didtion, fuch was the zeal of the members, that, 
overlooking this irregularity , they pronounced 
againft them the fentence of excommunication , to 
which the adt of laft parliament added new terrors. 
Left this fhould be imputed to a few men , and 
accounted the adt of a fmall part of the church , depu- 
ties were appointed to attend the adjacent fynods, 
and to defire their approbation and concurrence. 

An event* happened; a few weeks after, which 
increafed the people’s fufpicions of the King. As 
he was marching on an expedition againft the bor- 
derers, the three Popilh Earls coming fuddenly 
into his prefence, offered to fubmit themfelves to 
a legal trial ; and James , without committing 
them to cuftody , appointed a day for that pur- 
pofe. They prepared to appear with a formidable 
train of their friends and vaffals. But, in the mean 
time, the Clergy, together with many Peers and 
Barons , affembling at Edinburgh , remonftrated 
againft the King’s extreme indulgence with great 
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BOOK boldnefs, and demanded of him , according to the 
Vlli. regular courfe of juft ice , to commit to fure cuftody 
m3- perfons charged with the higheft ads of treafon , 
who could not be brought to a legal trial , until they 
were abfolved from the cenfures of the Church ; 
and to call a Convention of eftates, to deliberate 
concerning the method of proceeding againft them. 
At the fame time they offered to accompany him 
in arms to the place of trial , left fuch audacious 
and powerful criminals fhould overawe juftice, and 
didate to the judges to whom they pretended to 
fubmit. James, though extremely offended both with 
the irregularity of their proceedings, and the 
prefumption of their demands, found it expedient 
to put off the day of trial , and to call a Convention 
of eftates , in order to quiet the fears and jealoufies of 
the people. Bv being humored in this point, their 
fufpicions began gradually to abate, and the 
Chancellor managed the Convention fo artfully , that 
he himfelf, together with a few other members , was 
impowered ter pronounce a final fenten.ee upon the 
Nov. 46 . confpirators. After much deliberation, they ordained, 
that the three Earls, and their affociates, fhould be 
exempted from all further inquiry or profecution , on 
account of their correfpondence with Spain; that, 
before thefirftday of February, they fhould either 
fubmit to the Church , and publicly renounce the 
errors of Popery, or remove out of the kingdom; that, 
before the firftof January, they fhould declare which 
of thefe alternatives they would embrace; that 
they fhould find furety for their peaceable de- 
meanour for the future; and that if they failed to 
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fignify their choice in due time, they fhould lofe book 
the benefit of this adt of abolition , and remain vui. 
expofed to all the pains of law 

By this lenity towards the confpirators , James ,„ + 
incurred much reproach , and gained no advantage* 

Devoted to the Popifli fuperffition , fubmiffive to 
all the didates of their priefts, and buoyed up 
with hopes and promifes of foreign aid , the three 
Earls refufed to accept of the conditions, and 
continued their treafonable correfpondence with 
the court of Spain. A Convention of eftates pro- j an . l8 . 
nounced them to have forfeited the benefit of the 
articles which were offered; and the King re- 
quired them, by proclamation, to furrender them- 
felves to juflice. The prefence of the Englifh 
ambaffador contributed, perhaps, to the vigor 
of thefe proceedings. Elizabeth , ever attentive 
to James’s motions, and imputing his reludance 
to punifh the Popifh Lords to a fecret approba- 
tion of their defigns, had fent Lord Zouche to 
reprefent , once more, the danger to which he ex^ 
pofed himfelf, by this falfe moderation; and to 
require him to exercife that rigor, which their 
crimes, as well as the poffilre of affairs, rendered 
neceffary. Though the ffeps now taken by the 
King filenced all complaints on that head, yet 
Zouche, forgetful of his character as an arobaffa- 
dor, entered into private negociations with fuch of 
the Scottifli nobles as difapproved of the King’s 
meafures, and held almoft an open correfpondence 
with Both well, who, according to the ufual arti- 

- * Cald. iv. Spotfw. $97. 
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fice of malecontents , pretended much folicitude 
for reforming the diforders of the commonwealth; 
and covered his own ambition with the fpecious 
veil of zeal againft thofe Counfellors who re- 
ftrained the King from purfuing the avowed ene. 
mies of the Proteftant faith Zouche encouraged 
him, in the name of his Miftrefs, to take arms 
againft his Sovereign. 

Meanwhile, the King and the Clergy were filled 
with mutual diftruft of each other. They were 
jealous, perhaps, to excefs, that James’s affedions 
leaned too much towards the Popilh fadion ; he 
fufpeded them , without good reafon, of prompting 
Bothwell to rebel'ion , and even of fupplying him 
with money for that purpofe. Little inftigation , 
indeed , was wanting to roufe fuel) a turbulent fpirit 
as Bothwell’s, to any daring enterprife He appeared 
fuddenly within a mile of Edinburgh , at the head of 
four hundred horfe. The pretences, by which he 
endeavoured to juftify this infurredion , were 
extremely popular; zeal for religion , enmity to 
Popery , concern for the King’s honor, and for the 
liberties of the nation. Ja.nes was totally unprovided 
for his own defence; he had no infantry, and was 
accompanied only with a few horfemen of Lord 
Home’s train. In this extremity , he implored the aid 
of the citizens ot Edinburgh , and , in order to en- 
courage them to ad with zeal , he promifed to 
proceed againft the Popifli Lords with the utmoft 
rigor of law. Animated by their Minifters, the 
citizens ran cheerfully to their arms , and ad- 
vanced , with the King at their head , againft 

Bothwell ; 
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Bothwell ; but he , notwithftanding his fuccefs in 
putting to flight Lord Home , who had raflily 
charged him with a far inferior number of cavalry, 
retired to Dalkeith without daring to attack the 
King. His followers abandoned him foon after , and , 
difeouraged by fo many fucceflive difappointmentS, 
could never afterwards be brought to venture into 
the field. He betook himfelf to his ufual lurking- 
places in the North of England; but Elizabeth, in 
compliance with the King’s remonftrances , obliged 
him to quit that retreat “. 

No fooner was the king delivered from one 
danger, than he was called to attend to another. 
The Popilh Lords, in confequence of their nego- 
ciations with Spain , received , in the fpring , ,a 
fupply of money from Philip. What bold defigns 
this might infpire, it was no ealy matter to con- 
jecture. From men under the dominion of bi- 
gotry , and whom indulgence could not reclaim , 
the moft defperate adtions were to be dreaded. 
The alfembly of the Church immediately took the 
alarm; remonftrated againit them with more bit- 
ternefs than ever; and unammoufly ratified the 
fentence of excommunication pronounced by the 
fynod of Fife. James himfelf, provoked by their 
obftinacy and ingratitude, and afraid that his long 
forbearance would not only be generally difpltaf- 
ing to his own fubjedts, but give rife to unfavor- 
able fufpicions among the Englifii, exerted himfeif 
with unufual vigor. He calied a Paihamcnt; laid 

11 Spotfw. 40 j. Cald. iv. 559. 
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JOOK before it all the circumftances and aggravations of 
Vlii. the confpiracy; and though there were but few 
j m . members prefent, and feveral of thefe connected 
with the confpirators by blood or friendfbip, he 
prevailed on them , by his influence and importunity, 
to pronounce the moll rigorous fentence which 
the law can inflid. They were declared to be 
guilty of high treafon , and their eftates and honors 
forfeited. At the fame time, ftatutes, more fevere 
than ever , were enacted againft the profeflors of 
the Popifh religion. 

Battle of „ How to put ^this fentence in execution , was a 
Gieoiivau ma tter of great difficulty. Three powerful Barons, 
cantoned in a part of the country of difficult accefs, 
furrounded with numerous valfals , and fupported 
by aid from a foreign Prince , were more than an 
overmatch for a Scottifh Monarch. No entreaty could 
prevail on Elizabeth to advance the money, nccef- 
fary for defraying the expenfes of an expedition 
againft them. To attack them in perfon, with his 
; own forces alone, might have expofed James both 
to difgrace and to danger. He had recourfe to the 
only expedient which remained in fuch afituation, 
for aiding the impotence of Sovereign authority; he 
delegated his authority to the Earl of Argyll and 
Lord Forbes, the leaders of two clans at enmity 
.with the confpirators; and gave them a commiflion 
to invade their lands, and to feize the caftles which 
belonged to them. Bothwell , notwithftanding all 
his high pretenfions of zeal for the Proteftant religion, 
having now entered into a clofe confederacy with 
them , the danger became every day more urging. 
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Argyll, folicited by the King, and roufed by the 
Clergy, took the Held at the head of feven thoufand 
men. Huntly and Errol met him at Glenlivat, with an 
army far inferior in number , but compofed chiefly of 
gentlemen of the low countries, mounted on horfe- 
back , and who brought along with them a train 
of field-pieces. They encountered each other with 
all the fury which hereditary enmity and ancient 
rivallhip add to undifciplined courage. But the 
• Highlanders, difconcerted by the firft difcharge of 
the cannon, to which they were little accuftomed, 
and unable to refill the impreffion of cavalry, were 
foon ptit to flight; and Argyll, a gallant young 
man of eighteen , was carried by his friends out of 
the field , weeping with indignation at their dif- 
grace , and calling on them to Hand , and to vindicate 
the honor of their name *\ 

On the firft intelligence of this defeat, James, 
though obliged to pawn his jewels in order to raife 
money 14 , alfembled a fmall body of troops , and 
marched towards the North. He was joined by the 
Irvines , Keiths, Leflys, Forbefes , and other clans at 
enmity with Huntly and Errol , who having loft 
feveral of their principal followers at Glenlivat , and 
others refufing to bear arms againft the King in 
perfon, were obliged to retire to the mountains. 
James wafted their lands; put garrifons in fome of 
their caftles ; burnt others; and left the Duke of 
Lenox as his Lieutenant in that part of the kingdom , 
with a body of men fufficient to rellrain them from 

“Cald. iv. 408. '* Birch v Mem. i. rgd. 
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HOOK gathering to any head there , or from infefting the 

VIII. low country. Reduced at lad to extreme diftrefs by 

H95. the rigor of the feafon , and the defertion of their foU 

- ’ lowers, they obtained the King’s permillion to go 

beyond feas , and gave fecurity that they flbould 
Popish neither return without his licence, nor engage in any 
out oVthe*" ncw * ntr *P lIes again ft the Proteftant religion , or the 
kingdom, peace of the kingdom 

By their exile, tranquillity was re-eftablifhed in the 
North of Scotland ; and the firmnefs and vigor which 9 
James had difplayed in his lad proceedings againft 
them, regained him, in a great degree, the confidence 
The Roman of his Proteftant fubjedts. But he funk , in the fame 
catholics proportion , and for the fame real'on , in the eftcem 
again ft'* of the Roman Catholics. They had afferted his 

James. mother’s right to the Crown of England with fo much 

warmth, that they could not, with any decency, rejedt 
his; and the indulgence, with which he affe&ed to 
treat the profeffors of that religion, infpired them 
with fuch hopes, that they viewed his acceflion to 
the throne as no undefirable event. But the rigor with 
which the King had lately purfued the confpira- 
tors , and the fevere ftatutes againft Popery to 
which he had given his confent, convinced them 
that thefe hopes were vifionary; and they began 
to look about in queft of fome new fuccetfor, 
whofe rights they might oppofe to his. The Pa- 
pifts who redded in England turned their eyes 
towards the Earl of Effex, whofe generous mind, 
though firmly eftabliflied in the Proteftant faith,. 

' ’ Spotfwv 404. Cald. ; 7 1 , &c. 
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abhorred the feverities inflicted in that age on ac- 
count of religious opinions. Thofe of the fame fe<ft, 
who were in exile, formed a bolder feheme , and 
one more fuitablc to their fituation. They advanced 
the claim of the infanta of Spain ; and Parfons the 
Jefuit publilhed a book, in which , by falfe quotations 
from hiftory, by fabulous genealogies , and abfurd 
arguments , intermingled with bitter invedtives 
againft the King of Scots , he endeavoured to prove 
the Infanta’s title to the Englilh Crown to be pre- 
ferable to his. Philip , though involved already in 
a war both with France and England , and fcarce 
able to defend the remains of the Burgundian pro- 
vinces againft the Dutch commonwealth , eagerly 
grafped at this airy projedl. The dread of a Spanifli 
jPretender to the Crown , and the oppofition which 
the Papifts began to form againft the King’s fuc- 
ceflion , contributed not a little to remove the 
prejudices of the Proteftants , and to prepare the 
way for that event. 

Both well, whofe name has been fo often mentioned 
as the difturberof the King’s tranquillity and of the 
peace of the kingdom, was now in a wretched con- 
dition. Abandoned by the Queen of England, on ac- 
count of his confederacy with the Popifli Lords; ex- 
communicated by the Church for the fa me reafon ; and 
deferted , in his diftrefs, by his own followers; he was 
obliged to fly for fafety to'France, and thence to Spain 
and Italy, where, after renouncing theProteftant faith, 
he led many years an obfeure and indigent life, remar- 
kable only for a low and infamous debauchery. The 
King, though extremely ready to facrificc the ftrong- 
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eft refentment to the flighted acknowledgments, 
could never be foftened by his fubmiffion, nor be 
induced to liften to any interceflion in his behalf'*. 

This year the King loft Chancellor Maitland, 
an able Minifter, on whom he had long devolved 
the whole weight of public affairs. As James 
loved him while alive, he wrote, in honor of his 
memory, a copy of verfes , which, when com- 
pand with the compofitions of that age, are far 
from being inelegant ' 7 . 

Soon after his death, a confiderable change was 
made in the adminfftration. At that time , the annual 
charges of government far exceeded the King’s re- 
venues. The Queen was fond of expenfive amule- 
ments. James himfelf was a ftranger to ceconomy. 
It became neccffary, for all thefe reafons, to levy 
the public revenues with greater order and rigor, 
and to hufband them with more care. This import- 
ant truft was committed to eight gentlemen of the 
law ", who, from their number, were called 
OMavians. The powers vefted in them were ample, 
and almoft unlimited. The King bound himfelf 
neither to add to their number, nor to fupply any 
vacancy that might happen, without their confent: 
And knowing the facility of his own temper, agreed 
that no alienation of his revenue , no grant of a 

** Winw. Mem. i. Spotfw. 410. 17 Id. 41 r. 

** Alexander Seaton Prefident of the Seflion, Walter Stewart 
Commendator of Blantyre Lord Privy Seal , David Carnegy, 
John Lindfay, James Elphingfton, Thomas Hamilton, John 
Skene Clerk Regifter , and Peter Young Elemolynar. 
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penfion, or order on the treafury, fhould be held 
valid , unlefs it were ratified by the fubfcription of 
five of the commiffioners; all their ads and decifions 
were declared to be of equal forte with the fentence 
of judges in civil courts ; and in confcqucnce of them, 
and without any other warrant , any pcrfon might be 
arrefled, or their goods feized. Such cxtenfive jurif- 
diclion, together with the abfolute difpofal of the 
public money , drew the whole executive part of the 
government into their hands. United among them- 
felves, they gradually undermined the reft of the 
King’s Minifters, and feized on every lucrative or 
honorable office. The ancient fervants of the Crown 
repined at being obliged to quit their flations to 
new men. The favorites and young courtiers mur- 
mured at feeing the King’s liberality ftinted by their 
preferiptions. And the Clergy exclaimed againft 
fome of them as known apoftates to Popery, and 
fufpeded others of fecrctly favoring it. They re- 
tained their power, however, notwithftanding this 
general combination againft them; and they owed 
it entirely to the order and oeconomy which they 
introduced into the adminiftration of the finances, 
by which the neceflafy expenfes of government 
were more eafily defrayed than in any other period 
of the King’s reign **. 

The rumor of vaft preparations which Philip 
was faid to be carrying on at this time, filled both 
England and Scotland with the dread of a new 
invafion. James took proper meafures for the 

” Spotfw. 41 j. 4} 5. 
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defence of his kingdom. But thefedid notfatisfy the 
zeal of tjie Clergy, whofe fufpicions of the King’s 
fincerity began to revive; and as he had permitted 
the wives of the baniflied Peers to levy the rents 
of their eftates, and to live in their houfes, they 
charged him with rendering the adl of forfeiture 
ineffectual . by fupporting the avowed enemies of 
the Proteftant faith. The affembly of the Church 
took under confideration the ftate of the Kingdom, 
and having appointed a day of public falling, they 
folemnly renewed the Covenant, by which the 
nation was bound to adhere to the Proteftant faith , 
and to defend it againft all aggrefTors. A committee, 
confiding of the mod eminent Clergymen, and of 
many Barons and gentlemen of diftinction, waited 
on the King, and laid before him a plan for the fecuri. 
ty of the kingdom, and the prefervation of religion. 
T hey urged him to appropriate the eftates of the ba- 
nilhed Lords as a fund for the maintenance of 
foldiers ; to take the ftri&eft precautions for pre- 
venting the return of fuch turbulent fubje&s into 
the country; and to purfue all who were fufpedted 
of being their adherents with the utmoft rigor. 

Nothing could be more repugnant to the 
King’s fchemes, or more difagreeable to his in- 
clination, than thefe proportions. Averfe, through 
his whole life , to any courfe where he expeded 
oppofition or danger; and fond of attaining his, 
ends with the character of moderation , and by 
the arts of policy , he obfervcd with concern the 
prejudices againft him which were growing among 
the Roman Catholics, and refolved to make fome 
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atonement for that part of his conduct which had 
drawn upon him their indignation, Elizabeth was 
now well advanced in years; her life had lately been 
in danger; if any Popifh competitor (hould arife to 
difpute his right of fucceffion, a fadtion fo powerful 
as that of the banilhed Lords might be extremely for- 
midable; and any divifion among his own fubjedU 
might prove fatal at a jundture which would require 
their united and mod vigorous efforts. Inftead, there- 
fore, ofthe additional feverities which the Aflembly 
propofed , James had thoughts of mitigating the 
punifhment which they already fuffered. And as they 
were furrounded, during their refidence in foreign 
parts, by Philip’s emiffaries; as refentment might dif- 
pofe them to liften more favorably than ever to 
their fuggeftions; as defpair might drive them to 
Hill more atrocious adtions> he refolved to recal 
them, under certain conditions, into their native 
country. Encouraged by thefe fentiments of the 
King in their favor, of which they did not want 
intelligence , and wearied already of the dependent 
and anxious life of exiles , they ventured to return 
fecretly into Scotland. Soon after, they prefented 
a petition to the King, begging his permiffion to 
refide at their own houfes , and offering to give 
fecurity for their peaceable and dutiful behaviour. 
James called a Convention of eftates to deliberate 
on a matter of fuch importance, and by their 
advice he granted the petition. 

As foon as they were informed of this, the 
members of a committee, appointed by the laft 
General Affcmbly , met at Edinburgh, and with 
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all the preripitancy of fear, and of zeal, took 
fuch refolutions as they thought neceffary for the 
fafety of the kingdom. They wrote circular letters to 
all the Prefbyteries in Scotland; they warned them 
of the approaching danger; they exhorted them to' 
ftir up their people to the defence of their juft right'- ; 
they commanded them to publifh , in all their pulpits, 
the ad excommunicating the Popifh Lords; -and 
enjoined them to lay all thofe who were fufpeded of 
favoring Popery under the fame cenfure by a 
fummary fentence , and without obferving the ufual 
formalities of trial. As the danger feemed too pref- 
fing to wait for the Rated meetings of the judica- 
tories of the Church , they made choice of the 
mod eminent Clergymen in different corners of 
the kingdom , apointed them to refide conftantly 
at Edinburgh , and to meet every day with the 
Minifters of that city, under the name of the 
Standing Council of the Church , and vefted in this 
body the fupreme authority, by enjoining it in 
imitation of the ancient Roman form , to take care 
that the Church fhould receive no detriment. 

Thefe proceedings, no lefs unconftitutional 
than unprecedented , were manifeft encroachments 
on the royal prerogative, and bold fteps towards 
open rebellion. The King’s condud, however, 
juftified in fome degree fuch exceffes. His lenity 
towards the Papifts , fo repugnant to the princi- 
ples of that age; his pardoning the confpirators , 
notwithftanding repeated promifes to the contrary; 
the refped he paid to I.ady Huntly , who was at- 
tached to the Romifh religion no lefs than her 
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hufband; his committing the care of his daughter, 
the Princefs Flizaberh , to Lady Levingfton, who 
wa« infeded with thr fame fuperftition ; the contempt 
with which he talked, on all occafions , both of the 
charader of Minifters, and of their fundion; were 
circumftances which might have filled minds, not 
prone by nature to jealoufy, with fome fufpicions; 
and might have precipitated into rafh councils thofe 
who were far removed from intemperate zeal. But, 
however powerful the motives might be which 
influenced the Clergy, or however laudable the end 
they had in view, they conduded their meafures 
with no addrefs, and even with little prudence. James 
difcovered a ftrong inclination to avoid a rupture 
with the Church, and, jealous as he was of his 
prerogative, would willingly have made many 
conceffions for the fake of peace. By his command , 
fome of the Privy Counfellors had an interview with 
the more moderate among the Clergy , and inquired 
whether Huntly and his alTociates might not, upon 
making proper acknowledgments, be again re- 
ceived into the bofom of the Church , and be ex- 
empted from any further punifhment on account 
of their pad apoftacy and treafons. They replied f 
that though the gate of mercy flood always open 
for thofe who repented and returned , yet as thefe 
noblemen had been guilty of idolatry, a crime 
deferving death both by the law of God and of 
man, the civil magiftrate could not legally grant 
them a pardon; and even though the Church 
fliould abfolve them , it was liis duty to inflid pu- 
nifliment upon them. This inflexibility in thofe 
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who were reckoned the mod: compliant of the or- 
der, filled the King with indignation , which the 
imprudence and obdinacy of a private Clergyman 
heightened into rage. 

Mr. David Black, Minider at St. Andrew’s, 
difeourfing in one of his fermons , according to 
cudom, concerning the date of the nation , affirmed 
that the King had permitted the Popifii Lords to 
return into Scotland, and by that adtion had 
difeovered the treachery of his own heart; that all 
Kings were the Devil’s children ; that Satan had now 
the guidance of the court; that the Queen of H ngland 
was an atheid ; that the judges were mifereants and 
bribers; the nobility godiefs and degenerate; the 
Privy Counfellors cormorants , and men of no 
religion ; and in his prayer for the Queen he ufed 
thefe words , we rmid pray for her for fafhion fake, 
but we have no caufe , fhe will never do us good. 
James commanded him to be fummoned before the 
Privy Council, to anfwer for fucb feditious 
expreffions; and the Clergy , indcad of abandoning 
him to the punifhment which fuch a petulant and 
criminal attack on his fuperiors deferved, were fo 
imprudentas to efpoufe his caofe, as if it had been the 
common one of the whole order. The controverfy 
concerning the immunities of the pulpit, and the 
rights of the Clergy to tedify againd vices of 
every kind, which had been agitated in one thou- 
fand five hundred and eighty-four, was now re- 
vived. It was pretended that, with regard to 
their facred function , Miniders were fubjedf to 
the Church alone; that it belonged only to their 
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ecclefiaftical fuperiors to judge of the truth or B O o It 
failhood of dodrines delivered in the pulpit ; that if, VI! ! 
upon anv pretence whatever , the King ufurped this ***** 
jurifiiclion , the Church would, from that moment, 
fink under fervitude to the civil magiftrate; that, 
inftead of reproving vice with that honefb boldnefs 
which had often been of advantage to individuals, 
andfdutary to the kingdom, the Clergy would learnt 
to flatter the paflions of the Prince, and to connive 
at the vices of others; that the King’s eagernef* to 
punifli the indifcretion of a Proteflant fYlinifPr, 
while he was fo ready to pardon the crimes of Popilh 
eonfpirators , called on them to (land upon their 
guard, and that now was the time to contend for 
their privileges, and to prevent any encroachment 
On thofe rights, of which the Church had been in 
pofleflion ever fince the Reformation, influenced 
by thefe confiderations , the Council of the Church 
enjoined Black to decline the jurifdi&ion of the 
Privy Council. Proud of fuch an oppotunity to 
difplay his zeal, he prefented a paper to that pur-* 
pofe , and with the utmoft firmnefs refufed to plead, 
or to anfwer the queftions which were put to him. 

In order to add greater weigl^fcp thefe proceed- 
ings , the Council of the ChureR tranfmitted the 
dedinature to all the Prefbyteries throughout the 
kingdom, and enjoined every JVliniller to fub- 
fcribe it in teflimony of his approbation. 

James defended his rights with no lefs vigor 
than they were attacked Senfible of the con- 
tempt under which hi* authority muft fall, if the 
4£iergy fliould be permitted publicly, and with 
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BOOK impunity, to calumniate his Minifters, and even 
viii. to cenfure himfclf, and knowing, by former ex- 
»««. amples, what unequal reparation for luch offences 
he might expert from the judicatories of the Church , 
he urged on the inquiry into Black’s condurt , and 
jflued a proclamation , commanding the JV1 embers of 
the Council of the Church to leave Edinburgh , and 
to return to their own pariflies. Black, inftead of 
fubmitting, renewed his declinature ; and the members 
of the Council , in defiance of the proclamation , de- 
clared , that as they met by the authority of the 
Church , obedience to it was a dutyftill more facred 
than that which they owed to the King himfelf. The 
Privy Council, notwithftanding Black’s refufing to 
plead, proceeded in the trial; and, after a folemn 
inquiry, pronounced him guilty of the crimes of 
which he had been accufed ; but referred it to the 
King to appoint what punifhment he fhould fuffer. 

. Meanwhile , many endeavours were ufed to 
bring matters to accommodation. Almofl: every 
day produced fome new fcheme of reconcile- 
ment ; but through the King’s ficklenefs , the 
obftinacy of the Clergy, or the intrigues of the 
courtiers , they approved ineffectual. Both par- 
ties appealed to people , and by reciprocal and 
exaggerated accufations endeavoured to render 
each other odious. Infoience, fedition, treafon,' 
were the crimes with which James charged the 
Clergy; while they made the pulpits refound with 
complaints of his excellive lenity towards Papifts, 
and of the no lefs excellive rigor with which; hft 
oppreffed the eftabliflied Church. Exafperated 
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by their bold invedives , he , at laft, fcntenced BOOK 
Black to retire beyond the river Spey , and to VIII. 

lefide there during his pleafure; and once more 1594, 

commanding the members of the (landing Coun- 
cil to depart from Edinburgh, he required all the 
Minifters in the kingdom to fubfcribe a bond , 
obliging themfelves to fubmit, in the fame man- 
ner as other fubjeds, to the jurifdidion of the 
■civil courts in matters of a civil nature. 

This> decifive meafure excited all the violent 
paflions which poflefs difappointed factions} and 
deeds no lefs violent immediately followed. Thefe 
muff be imputed in part to the artifices of fome cour- 
tiers , who expeded to reap advantage from the cala- 
mities of their country, or who hoped to leffen the 
authority of the Odavians, by engaging them in 
hoftilities with the church. On one hand , they in- 
formed the King that the citizens of Edinburgh were 
under arms every night, and had planted a ftrong 
guard round the houl'es of their minifters. James, in 
order to put a flop to this imaginary infult on his 
government, ifTued a proclamation, commanding 
twenty-four of the principal citizens to leave the town 
within fix hours. On the other hand , they wrote to 
the Minifters, advifing them to look to their own 
fafety , as Huntly had been fecretly admitted to an ™ 
interview with the King, and had been the author of 
the fevere proclamation againft the citizens of 
Edinburgh **. They doubted no more of the truth 

’* Though matters were induftrioufly aggravated by perfom, 
who wilhed both parties to purlue violent meafures ; neither of 
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of this intelligence, than the King had done of thai 
which he received, and fell as blindly into the fnare. 
The letter came to their hands juft as one of their 
number was going to mount the pulpit. 1 hey re- 
folved that he fhould acquaint the people of their 
danger: and he painted it with alltheftrong colors 
which men naturally employ in defcribing any 
dreadful and inftant calamity. When the fermon was 
over, he deftred the nobles and gentlemen to aftemble 
in the Little Church. The whole multitude , terrified at 
what they had heard , crowded thither; they promifed 
and vowed to {land by the Clergy ; they drew up a 
petition to the King, craving the redrefs of thofe 
grievances, of which the Church complained , and be- 
feeching him to deliver them from all future ap- , 
prehenfions of danger , by removing fuch of his 
Counfellors as were known to be enemies of the 
Proteftant religion. Two Peers, two Gentlemen, 
two Burgeffes, and two Minifters, were appointed 
to prefent it. The King happened to be in the 
great hall of the Tolbooth , where the court of 
feffion was fitting. The manner in which the 
petition was delivered, as well as its contents, 
offended him. He gave a haughty reply ; the 
petitioners infilled with warmth ; and a promif- 
cuous multitude prefling into the room , James 

thefc reports was altogether deftifute of foundation. As their 
Minifters were fuppofed to be in danger , fome of the more 
zealous citizens had determined to defend them by force of 
arms. Birch. Mem. ii. 2to.'Huntly had been privately in 
Edinburgh, where he had an interview , if not with the King, 
at Icaft with fome of his Minifters. Birch, ibid. 2 ? o. 

retired 
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retired abruptly into another apartment, and 
commanded the gates to be (hut behind him. The 
deputies returned to the multitude, who were dill 
affembled, and to whom a Minifter had been read- 
ing , in their abfence , the (lory of Haman. When 
they reported that the 'King had refufed to liften 
to their petitions, the Church was filled in a mo- 
ment with noife, threatenings , execrations, and 
all the outrage and confufiOn of a popular tumult. 
Some called for their arms, fome to bring out the 
wicked Haman; others cried. The fword of the 
Lord and of Gideon; and, rufhing out with the 
mod furious impetuofity, furrounded the Tol- 
booth, threatening the King himfelf, and demand- 
ing fome of his Counfellors, whom they named, 
that they might tear them in pieces. The ma- 
giflxates of the city , partly by authority , partly 
by force, endeavoured to quell the tumult; the 
King attempted to footh the malecontents, by 
promifing to receive their petitions , when pre- 
sented in a regular manner; the Minifters , fenfible 
of their own raflinefs in kindling fuch a flame, fe- 
conded both ; and the rage of the populace fub- 
fiding as fuddenly as it had rifen , they all difperfed, 
and the King returned to the palace; happy in 
having efcaped from an infurredtion, which, 
though the inftantaneous and unconcerted effedfc 
of popular fury, had expofed his life to imminent 
danger, and was confidered by him as an unpar- 
donable affront to his authority ”, 

“ Spotfw. 4 . 17 , &c. Cald. v. 54 , &c. Birch. Mem. ii. 239 . 
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BOOK As foon as he retired, the leaders of the male- 
vlil. contents alTembled, in order to prepare their peti- 
tion. The punifliment of the Popifh Lords; the 
removal of thofe Counfellors who were fufpeefted 
of favoring their perfons or opinions; the repeal 
of all the late adts of council, fubverfive of the 
authority of the Church; together with an adl ap- 
proving the proceedings of the ftanding council ' 
were the chief of their demands. But the King’s 
indignation was ftill fo high, that the deputies; 
chofen for this purpofe, durft not venture that night 
to prefent requefts which could not fail of kindling 
He 'eaves his rage anew. Before next morning , James , with all 
fil'd proceed* atten dants, withdrew to Linlithgow; thefellion, 
with feve- and other courts of juftice, were required to leave a 

nty agamft c ] t y ^yj lere W as no longer confident either with 
the citizens. . . r . , 

their iaf ety , or their dignity to remain; and the 

noblemen and barons were commanded to return to 
their own houfes, and not to reaflemble without the 
King’s permiflion. The vigor with which the King 
, adled, ftruck a damp upon thefpiritsofhis adverfaries. 
The citizens , fenfible how much they would fuffer 
by his abfence, and the removal of the courts of 
juftice, repented already of their condudt The 
Minifters alone refolved to maintain the conteft. 
They endeavoured to prevent the nobles from dif- 
perfing; they inflamed the people by violent in- 
ve&ives againft the King; they labored to pro- 
cure fubferiptions to an aflbeiation for their mu- 
tual defence; and confcious what Juflre and 
power the jundtion of fome of the greater nobles 
would add to their caufe , the Minifters of Edin- 
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burgh wrote to Lord Hamilton, that the people, BOOK 
moved by the word of God, and provoked by the vm. 
injuries offered to the Church, had taken arms; 1**7. 
that many of the nobles had determined to pro- 
tect the Proteftant religion , which owed its eftab- 
lifhment to the piety and valor of their anceftors; 
that they wanted only a leader to unite them, ^nd to 
infpire them with vigor; that his zeal for the good 
caufe , no lefs than his noble birth, entitled him to- 
that honor: They conjured him, therefore, not to 
difappoint their hopes and wifhes, nor to refufe the 
fuffering Church that aid which Ihe fo much needed. 

Lord Hamilton, inftead, of complying with their 
defire, carried the letter diredtly to the King, whom 
this new infult irritated to fuch a degree, that he 
commanded the magiftrates of Edinburgh inftantly 
to feize their Minifters, as manifeft incendiaries, 
and encouragers of rebellion. The magiftrates, in 
order to regain the King’s favor, were preparing to 
obey: and the Minifters, who faw no other hope 
offafety, fled towards England “. 

This unfuccefsful infurredlion, inftead of over- The King 
turning, eftablifhed the King’s authority. Thofe po” e h r e 0 S f'h! 
concerned in it were confounded and difperfed. Chnrch. 
The reft of James’s fiibjedls , in order to avoid Jan ' *• 
fufpicion , or to gain his favor , contended who 
fhould be moft forward to execute his vengeance- 
A Convention of eftates being called , pronounced 
the late infurredlion to be high treafon ; ordained 
every Minifter to fubfcribe a declaration of his 

** Spotfw. 451. Cald. v. 126. 
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BOOK fubmifflon to the King’s jurifdidion , in all mat- 
Viir. ters civil and criminal; impowered magiftrates to 
commit, inftantly , to prifon any Minifter, who, 
in his fermons, Ihould utter any indecent refledions 
on the King’s condud ; prohibited any Ecclefiaftical 
judicatory to meet without the King’s licence ; 
commanded that no perfon fiiould be eleded a 
magiftrate of Edinburgh, for the future, without 
the King’s approbation; and that, in the mean 
time, the prefent magiftrates fhould either difcover 
and inflid condign punifhment on the authors of 
the late tumult, or the city itfelf Ihould be fub- 
jeded to all the penalties of that treafonable adion 11 . 
Abridges Armed with the authority of thefe decrees, 
the prm- J ames refolved to crulh entirely the mutinous fpi- 
citizen: of rit of his fubjeds. As the Clergy had, hitherto, de- 
Edinburgb. r ived their chief credit and ftrcngth from the fa- 
vor and zeal of the citizens of Edinburgh, his firft 
care was to humble them. Though the magiftrates 
fubmitted to him in the mod abjed terms; though 
they vindicated themfelves, and their fellow -citi- 
zens, from the mod diftant intention of violating 
his royal perfon or authority; though, after the 
ftridefi fcrutiny, no circumftances that could fix 
on them the fufpicion of premeditated rebellion 
had been difcovered; though many of the nobles, 
and fuch of the clergy as ftill retained any degree 
of favor, interceded in their behalf; neither ac- 
knowledgments , nor interceffions , were of the 
F*6 2g ava ^ 4 - The King continued inexorable, the 

** Cald. v. 147. Cald. v. 149. 
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city was declared to have forfeited its privileges as a BOOK 
corporation, and to be liable to all the penalties of vill. 
treafon. I he capital of the kingdom, deprived of n 9T . 
magidrates, deferted by its miniders, abandoned 
by the courts of judice, and profcribed by the King, 
remained in defolation and defpair. The courtiers 
even threatened to rafe the city to the foundation , 
and to eredt a pillar where it flood as an evcrlafting 
monument of tfie King’s vengeance, and of the guilt 
of its inhabitants. At lad, in compliance with Eli- 
zabeth, who interpofed in their favor, and mov?d 
by the continual folicitations of the nobles, James March si. 
abfolved the citizens from the penalties of law, but 
at the fame time he dripped them of their mod im- 
portant privileges; they were neither allowed to 
eledl their own magidrates, nor their own miniders; 
many new burdens were impofed on them; and a 
great fum of money was exadted by way of peace- 
offering 

James was, meanwhile, equally afliduous, and 
no lefs fuccefsful, in circumfcribing the jurifdidlion 
of the Church. Experience had difeovered that to regard to 
attempt this , by adls of parliament, and fentences theCburch 
of privy council , was both ineffcdlual and odious. 

He had recourfe now to an expedient more artful, 
and better calculated for obtaining his end. The 
Ecclefiadical judicatories were compofed of many 
members; the majority of the Clergy ‘were ex- 
tremely indigent, and unprovided of legal dipendsj 
the miniders in the neighbourhood of Edinburgh, 

11 Spotfiv. 4 $4. 444. 1 
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BOOK notwithllanding the parity eftablifihed by the Pref- 
VIII. byterian government, had affumed a leading in the 
1597. Church, which filled their brethren with envy; 
every numerous body of men is fufceptible of fudden 
and ftrong imprellions, and liable to be influenced, 
corrupted, or overawed. Induced by thefe con- 
fiderations, James thought it poffible to gain the 
Clergy, whom he had in vain attempted to fubdue. 
Proper agents were fet to work all ov&r the kingdom ; 
promifes, flattery, and threats were employed; the 
ufurpations of the brethren near the capital were 
aggravated; the jealoufy of their power, which 
was growing in the diftant provinces , was aug- 
mented ; and two different General Affemblies were 
held, in both which, notwithllanding the zeal and 
boldnefs wherewith a few leading Clergymen de- 
fended the privileges of the Church , a majority 
declared in favor of thofe meafures which were 
agreeable to the King. Many pradices, which had 
continued fince the Reformation, were condemned; 
many points of difcipline, which had hitherto been 
reckoned facred and uncontroverted , were given 
up; the licence, with which minifters difcourfedof 
political matters, was reftrained; the freedom with 
which they inveighed againft particular perfons , 
cenfured; fentences of fummary excommunication 
declared unlawful ; the convoking a General Affem- 
bly, without the King’s permiflion , prohibited ; 
and the right of nominating minifters to the principal 
towns , veiled in the Crown. Thus , the Clergy 
themfelves furrendered privileges, which it would 
have been dangerous to invade, and voluntarily 
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fubmitted to a yoke more intolerable than any book 
J ames would have ventured to impofe by force; VIII. 

while fuch as continued to oppofe his meafures , 1597. 

inftead of their former popular topic of the King’s 
violent encroachments on a jurifdiction which did 
not belong to him, were obliged to turn their out- 
cries againft the corruptions of their own order’*. 

By the authority of thcfe General Alfemblies, the 
Popilh Earls were allowed to make a public recan- p op ish Lord* 
tation of their errors ; were abfblved from the fentence pardoned, 
of excommunication; and received into the bofom 
of the Church. But, not many years after, they 
relapfed into their former errors, were again recon- 
ciled to the church of Rome, and by their apoftacy 
juftified, in fome degree, the fears and fcruples of 
the Clergy with regard to their abfolution. 

The Minifters of Edinburgh owed to the inter- 
ceflion of thefe afTemblies the liberty of returning 
to their charges in the city. But this liberty was 
clogged in fuch a manner as greatly abridged their 
power. The city was divided into diftind parilhes; 
the number of Minifters doubled ; perfons on whofe 
fidelity the King could rely were fixed in the new 
parilhes; and thefe circumftanccs , added to the 
authority of the late decrees of the ChurCh, con- 
tributed to confirm that abfolute dominion in Ec- 
clefiaftical affairs, which James poffelfed during the 
remainder of his reign. 

The King was fo intent on new modelling the 
Church , that the other tranfadions of this period 

** Spotfw. 4)$. Cald. v. 189. *J}. 
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BOOK fcarce deferve to be remembered. The Odavians , 
viil. envied by the other courtiers, and fplitting into 
n»7, fadions among themfelves , refigned their com- 
miflion ; and the adminiftration of the revenue 
returning into its former channel , both the King 
and the nation were deprived of the benefit of 
their regular and frugal ceconomy. 

D«e. i». Towards the end of the year, a parliament was 
held in order to reftore Huntly and his aflociates 
to their eftates and honors, by repealing the ad of 
forfeiture palled againft them. The authority of 
this fupreme court was likewife employed to intro- 
duce a farther innovation into the Church; but, 
conformable to the fyftem which the King had now 
adopted , the motion for this purpofe took its rife 
Xcciefianics from the Clergy themfelves. As the ad of genera! 
feAiTi! par! annexation , and that eftablilhing the Prefbyterian 
liamtnt. government, had reduced the few Bifhops, who 
ftill furvived, to poverty and contempt ; as thofe 
who poffefled the Abbeys and Priories were mere 
laymen, and many of them temporal Peers, few or 
none of the Ecclefiaftical order remained to vote in 
parliament, and, by means of that, the influence 
of the Crown was confiderably diminilhed there, 
and a proper balance to the power and number of 
the nobles was wanting. But the prejudices the 
nation had conceived againft the name and charader 
of Bifhops were fo violent , that James was obliged , 
>vith the utmoft care , to avoid the appearance of 
a defign to revive that order. He prevailed therefore 
on the CommifTion appointed by the lafl General 
AfTembly to complain to the Parliament, that the 
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Church -was the only body in the kingdom defti- 
tute of its reprefentatives in that fupreme court, 
where it fo nearly concerned every order to have 
fome, who were bound to defend its rights ; and to 
crave that a competent number of the Clergy Ihould 
be admitted, according to ancient cuftom , to a feat 
there. In compliance with this requeft, an ad was 
paffed , by which thofe Minifters, on whom the 
King Ihould confer the vacant Bifhoprics and 
Abbeys, were entitled to a vote in Parliament; and 
that the Clergy might conceive no jealoufy of any 
encroachment upon their privileges , it was remitted 
to the General aflembly , to determine what fpirituaf 
jurifdidion or authority in the government of the 
Church thefe perfons Ihould poffcfs ,7 . 

The King, however, found it no eafy matter to 
obtain the concurrence of the F.cclefiaftical judi- 
catories, in which the ad of Parliament met with 
a fierce oppofition. Though the Clergy perceived 
how much luftre this new privilege would refled: 
upon their order; though they were not infenfible 
of the great acceflion of perfonal power and dig- 
nity, which many of them would acquire , by be- 
ing admitted into the fupreme council of the na- 
tion , their abhorrence of epifcopacy was extreme; 
and to that they facrificed every confideration of 
intereft or ambition. All the King’s profeflions of 
regard for the prefent conftitution of the Church 
did not convince them of his fincerity ; all the 
devices that could be invented for reftraining and 

17 Spotfw. 450. Pari, ifth Jac. VI. c. 2};. 
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BOOK circumfcribing the jurifdidtion of fuch as were 
VIII. to be railed to this new honor , did not diminifli 

H98. their jealoufy and fear. Their own experience 

had taught them, with what infinuating progrefs 
the hierarchy advances, and though admitted at 
firft with moderate authority , and under fpecious 
pretences , how rapidly it extends its dominion. 
“ Varnifh over this fcheme , faid one of lead- 
ing Clergymen , with what colors you pleafe ; 
deck the intruder with the utmoft art; under all 
this difguife, I fee the horns of his mitre.” The 
fame fentiments prevailed among many of his 
brethren , and induced them to rejeft power and 
honors, with as much zeal as ever thofe of their 
order courted them. Many, however, were al- 
lured by the hopes of preferment ; the King him- 
felf and his Minifters employed the ’fame arts, 
which they had tried fo fuccefsfully laft year; and 
March r. after long debates , and much oppofition , the Ge- 
neral Affembly declared that it was lawful for Mi- 
nifters to accept of a feat in Parliament; that.it 
would be highly beneficial to the Church , to have 
its reprefentatives in that fupreme court ; and 
that fifty-one perfons, a number nearly equal to 
that of the Ecclefiaftics , who were anciently 
called to Parliament , fhould be chofen from 
among the Clergy for that purpofe. The manner 
of their election , together with the powers to be 
vefted in them , were left undecided for the prefent , 
and furnifhed matter of future deliberation 1 '. 

** Spotfw. 450. Cald. v. 378. 
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As the profpedt of fucceeding to the Crown of 
England drew nearer ,- James multiplied precau- 
tions in order to render it certain. As he was 
allied to many of the Princes of Germany by his 
marriage , he fent ambaffadors extraordinary to 
their feveral courts , in order to explain the juft- 
nefs of his title to the Englilh throne, and to de- 
fire their afliftance, if any competitor fhould arife 
to difpute his undoubted rights. Thefe Princes 
readily acknowledged the equity of his claim; 
but the aid which they could afford him was 
diftant and feeble. At the fame time , Edward 
Bruce, abbot of Kinlofs , his ambaffador at the 
Englilh court, folicited Elizabeth , with the utmoft 
warmth , to recognize his title by fome public 
deed, and to deliver her own fubjcdls from the 
calamities which are occafioned by an uncertain 
or difputed fucceflion. But age had ftrengthened 
all the paflions which had hitherto induced Elizabeth 
to keep this great queflion obfcure ancTundrcided ; 
and a general and evafive anfwerwas all that James 
could obtain. As no impreffion could be made on the 
Queen , the ambaffador was commanded to found 
the difpofition of her fubje&s, and to try what pro- 
grefs he could make in gaining them. Bruce poffeffed 
all the talents of fecrecy , judgment, and addrefs, 
requifite for conducing a negociation no lefs delicate 
than important. A Minifter of this charadter was 
entitled to the confidence of the Englilh. Many of 
the higheft rank unbofomed themfelves to him with- 
out rcferve , and gave him repeated affurances of 
their refolution to affert his mailer’s right , in 
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oppofition to every pretender As feveral pam- 
phlets were difperfed, at this time, in England, 
containing objections to his title, James employed 
fome learned men in his kingdom to anfwer thefe 
cavillers, and to explain the advantages which would 
reCult to both kingdoms by the union of the Crowns. 
Thefe books were eagerly read , and contributed not 
alittle to reconcile the Englifh to thatevent. A book 
publifhed this year by the King himfelf , produced an 
effedt (till more favorable. It was entitled Bajilicon 
Doron, and contained precepts concerning the art of 
government , addreffed to Prince Henry his fon. Not- 
withftanding the great alterations and refinements 
in national tafte fince that time , we mull allow 
this to be no contemptible performance , and not 
to be inferior to the works of mod contemporary 
writers , either in purity of ftyle or juftnefs of 
compofition. Even the vain parade of erudition 
with which it abounds, and which now difgufts 
us, railed *the admiration of that age; and as it 
was filled with thofe general rules which fpecu- 
lative authors deliver for rendering a nation happy , 
and of which James could difeourfe with great 
plaufibility , though often incapable of putting 
them in pradice , the Englifh conceived a high 
opinion of his abilities , and expe&ed an increafe 
of national honor and profperity , under a Prince 
fo profoundly fkilled in politics , and who gave 
fuch a fpecimen both of his wifdom and of his love 
to his people % < 

** Johnll. 24s. " Camd. Spotfw. 457. 
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The Queen of England’s fentiments concerning 
James , were very different from thofe of her fubjeds. 
His exceflive indulgence towards thePopifh Lords; 
the facility with which he pardoned their repeated 
treafons; his relforing Beaton , the Popifh Archbifhop 
of Glafgow , who had fled out of Scotland at the 
time of the Reformation, to the pofleflion of the 
temporalities of that benefice ; the appointing him 
his Ambaflador at the court of France ; the applaufe 
he bellowed , in the Bafilicon Doron , on thofe who 
adhered to the Queen his mother, Elizabeth con- 
fidered as fo many indications of a mind alienated 
from the Proteftant religion ; and fufpeded that he 
■would foon revolt from the profeflion of it. Thefe 
fufpicions feemed to be fully confirmed by a dif- 
covery which came from the Mailer of Gray , who 
refided at that time in Italy, and who, rather than 
fuffer his intriguing fpirit to be idle, demeaned himfelf 
fo far as to ad as a fpy for the Englilh court. He 
conveyed to Elizabeth the copy of a letter, written 
by James to Pope Clement VIII. in which the King, 
after many expreflions of regard for that pontiff, and 
of gratitude for his favors , declared his firm refo- 
lution to treat the Roman Catholics with indul- 
gence; and, in order to render the intercourfe 
between the court of Rome and Scotland more 
frequent and familiar , he folicited the Pope to 
promote Drummond, Bilhop of Vaifon, a Scotf- 
man , to the dignity of a Cardinal". Elizabeth, 
■who had received by another channel 11 , fome im- 
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BOOK perfed intelligence of this correfpondence , was filled 
VIli. with juft furprife, and immediately difpatched 
I599 ‘ Bowes into Scotland, to inquire more fully into the 
truth of the matter, and to reproach James for an 
adion fo unbecoming a Proteftant Prince. He was 
aftonilhed at the accufatiou, and with a confidence , 
which nothing but the confcioufnefs of innocence 
could infpire, affirmed the whole to be a mere 
calumny, and the letter itfelf to be forged by his 
enemies, on purpofe to bring his fincerity in religion 
to be fufpeded. Elphingfton the Secretary of State 
denied the matter with equal folemnity. It came to 
be known by a very lingular accident, which 
happened fome years after, that the information 
which Elizabeth had received was well founded, 
though at the fame time the King’s declarations 
of his own innocence were perfectly confiftent 
with truth. , Cardinal Bellarmine , in a reply 
which he publifhed to a controverfial treatife, of 
which the King was the author , accufed him of 
having abandoned the favorable fentiments which 
he had once entertained of the Roman Catholic 
religion , and , as a proof of this , quoted his letter 
to Clement VIII. It was impoflible , any lonjger , 
to believe this to be a fidion; and it was a mat- 
ter too delicate to be pafled over without ftrid 
inquiry. James immediately examined Elphing- 
fton, and his confeflion unravelled the whole 
myftery. He acknowledged that he had fhuffled 
in this letter among other papers , which he laid 
before the King to be figned , who fufpeding no 
fuch deceit, fubfcribed it together with the reft. 
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and without knowing what it contained ; that he 
had no other motive, however, to this a&ion, 
but zeal for his Majelly’s fervice; and, by flat- 
tering the Roman Catholics with hopes of in- 
dulgence under the King’s government, he imagined 
that he was paving the way for his more eafy 
acceflion to the Englilh throne. The Privy Council 
of England entertained very different fentiments of 
the Secretary’s condudt In their opinion, not only 
the King’s reputation had been expofed to reproach t 
but his life to danger, by this rafli impolture; they 
even imputed the gunpowder treafon to the rage and 
difappointment of the Papilts, upon finding that the 
hopes which this letter infpired were frullrated. The 
Secretary was fent a prifoner into Scotland, to be 
tried for high treafon.His peers found him guilty, but, 
by the Queen’s interceflion , he obtained a pardon 

According to the account of other hiltorians* 
James himfclf was no ftranger to this correfpond- 
ence witjj the Pope; and , if we believe them , El- 
phingfton , being intimidated by the threats of the 
Englilh council, and deceived by the artifices of 
the Earl of Dunbar, concealed fome circum- 
flances in his narrative of this tranfadlion , and 
falfified others; and at the^expenfe of his own fame, 
and with the danger of his life, endeavoured to draw 
a veil over this part of his mailer’s condudt *\ 

But whether we impute the writing of this letter 
to the Secretary’s officious zeal, or to the King’s 
command , it is certain , that , about this time , James 
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was at the utmoft pains to gain the friendfhip of the 
Roman Catholic Princes , as a neceflary precaution 
towards facilitating his acceffion to the Englifh 
throne. Lord Home .who was himfclf a Papift , was 
intruded with a fecret commiflion to the Pope 
the Archbifhop of Glafgow was an adtive inftrument 
with thofeof his own religion**'. The Pope expreffed 
fuch favorable fentiments both of the King, and of his 
right to the Crown of England , that James thought 
himfelf bound , fome years after , to acknowledge 
the obligation in a public manner * 7 . Sir James Lind- 
fay made great progrefs in gaining the Englifh Papifts 
to acknowledge his Majefty’s title. Of all thefe 
intrigues Elizabeth received obfcure hints from 
different quarters. The more imperfefUy fhe knew, 
the more violently fhe fufpedfed the King’s defigns ; 
and the natural jealoufy of her temper increafing 
with age, fhe obferved his condudt with greater 
folicitude than ever. 

The queftions with regard to the eleijion and 
power of the reprefentatives of the Church , were 
finally decided this year by the General Affembly, 
which met at IYlontrofe. That place was chofen 
as moft convenient for the Minifters of the North, 
among whom the King’s influence chiefly lay. 
Although great numbers reforted from the north- 
ern provinces, and the King employed his whole 
intereft, and the authority of his own prefence , to 
gain a majority, the following regulations were 
with difficulty agreed on. That the General 


** Winw.Mem. vol. ii. 57. 
* 7 Cald. vol. v. 604. 
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AlTembly frail recommend fix perfons to every BOOK, 
vacant benefice, which gave a title to a feat in via. 
Parliament , out of whom the King fhould nominate 1600. 
one; that the perfon fo eledled, after obtaining his 
feat in Parliament , (hall neither propofe , nor confent 
to any thing there, that may affedl the intereft of 
the Church, without fpecial inftrudlions to that pur* 
pofe; that he frail be anfwerable for hiscondudlto 
every General Aflembly; and fubmittoits cenfure, 
without appeal, upon pain of infamy and excom- 
munication ; that he frail difcharge the duties of a 
Paftor , in a particular congregation ; that he frail 
not ufurp any ecclefiaflical jurifdidlion , fuperior to 
that of his other brethren; that if the Church inflidt 
on him the cenfure of deprivation , he (hall thereby 
forfeit his feat in Parliament; that, he frail annually 
refign his commifiion to the General , Affembly , 
which may be reftored to him, or not, as the Af- 
fembly, with the King’s approbation, frail judge 
mod expedient for the good of the Church **. 

Nothing could be more repugnant to the idea of 
epifcopal government, than thefe regulations. It 
was not in confequence of rights derived from 
their office , but of powers conferred by a com- 
miffion , that the ecclefiaflical perfons were to be 
admitted to a feat in Parliament ; they were the 
reprefentatives , not the fuperiofs of the Clergy. 
Deftitute of all fpiritual authority , even their civil 
jurifdidlion was temporary. James, however, flat- 
tered himfelf that they would foon be able to frake 
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off thefe fetters, and gradually acquire all the 
privileges which belonged to the epifcopal order. 
The Clergy dreaded the fame thing; and of courfe 
he contended for the nomination of thefe com- 
miflioners, and they oppofed it, not fo much on 
account of the powers then vefted in them, as 
of thofe to which it was believed they would 
foon attain ! \ 

During this fummer, the kingdom enjoyed an 
unufual tranquillity. The Clergy, after many ftrug- 
gles , were brought under great fubje&ion ; the 
Popifli Earls were reftored to their eftates and hon- 
ors, by the authority of Parliament, and with the 
confent of the Church ; the reft of the nobles were 
at peace among themfelves, and obedient to the 
royal authority; when, in the midftofthis fecurity, 
the King’s life was expofed to the utmoft danger, 
by a confpiracy altogether unexpected, and almoft 
inexplicable. The authors of it were John Ruthven, 
Earl of Gowrie, and his brother Alexander, the fons 
of that Earl who was beheaded in the year one 
thoufand five hundred and eighty-four. Nature had 
adorned both thefe young men , efpecially the elder 
brother, with many accomplifhments , to which 
education had added its moft elegant improvements. 
IVlore learned than is ufual among perfons of their 
rank ; more religious than is common at their 
age of life; generous, brave, popular; their coun- 
trymen , far from thinking them capable of any 
atrocious crime , conceived the rnoft fanguine 
hopes of their early virtues. Notwithftanding 
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all thefe noble qualities , fome unknown motive 
-engaged them in a- confpiracy, which, if we ad- 
here to the account commonly received , mull be 
tranfmitted to pofterity ,as one of the moft wicked , 
as well as one of the worft concerted , of which 
hiftory makes any mention. 

On the fifth of Auguft , ^ the King, who refided 
during the hunting feafon in his palace of Falkland, 
■was going out to his fport early in the morning, he 
was accofted by Mr. Alexander Ruthven , who, 
■with an air of great importance, told the King, 
that the evening before he had met an unknown 
man ; of a fufpicious afpeft , walking alone in a 
by-path , near his brother’s houfe at Perth ; and on 
fearching him, had found, under his cloak, a pot 
fitted with a great quantity of foreign gold ; that he 
had immediately feized both him and his treafure, 
and, without communicating the matter to any 
perfon , had kept him confined and bound in a 
folitary houfe ; and that he thought it his duty tQ 
impart filch a fingular event , firft of all to his 
Majefty. James immediately'fufpeded this unknown 
perfon to be a feminary prieft, fupplied with foreign 
coin , in order to excite new commotions in the 
kingdom ; and refolved to empower the Magiftrates 
of Perth *to c*ll the perfon before them , and inquire 
into all the circumftances of the ftory. Ruthven 
violently oppofed this refolution, and with many 
arguments urged the King to ride diredly to Perth, 
and to examine the matter with his own eyes. Mean- 
while the chafe began; and James, notwithftanding 
bis pafiion for that *mufement, could not help rumi- 
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BOOK natingupon the ftrangenefs of the tale , and on Ruth- 
Vlil. ven’s importunity. At laft, he called.him , and pro- 
1600. mifed , when the fport was over , to fet out for Perth. 
The chafe, however, continued long; and Ruthven, 

‘ who all the while kept clofe by the King, was ftill 
urging him to make hafte. At the death of the buck 
he would not allow Ja®es to ftay till a frelh horfe 
was brought him ; and obferving the Duke of 
Lenox and the Earl of Mar preparing to accom- 
pany the King , he entreated him to countermand 
them. This James refufed ; and though Ruthven’s 
impatience and anxiety, as well as the apparent 
perturbation in his whole behaviour , raifed fome 
fufpicions in his mind; yet his own curiofity , and 
Ruthven’s folicitations , prevailed on him to fet qjit 
for Perth. When within a mile of the town , Ruthven 
rode forward to inform his brother of the King’s 
arrival, though he had already difpatched two mef- 
fengers for that purpofe. At a little diffance from the 
town , the Earl , attended by feveral of the citizens , 
met the King, who had only twenty perfons in his 
train. No preparations were made for the King’s 
entertainment; the Earl appeared penfiveand embar- 
rafled , and was at no pains to atone , by his courtefy 
orhofpitality for the bad fare with which he treated 
his guefts. When the King’s repafl w#s over, his at- 
tendants were led to dine in another room, and he 
being left almoft alone, Ruthven whifpered him, that 
now was the time to go to the chamber where the un- 
known perfon was kept. James commanded him to 
bring Sir Thomas Erfkine along with them; but, 
inftead of that , Ruthven ordered him not to follow : 
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And conducting the King up a flair-cafe, and then 
through feveral apartments , the doors of which he 
locked behind him , led him at laft into a fmall ftudy , 
in which there flood a man clad in armour, witha 
fword and dagger by his fide. The King, who expect- 
ed to have found one difarmed and bound , darted 
at the fight , and inquired if this was the perfon ; but 
Ruthven fnatching the dagger from the girdle of the 
man in armour, and holding it to the King’s breaft , 
“ Remenber faid he, „ how unjuftlymy father fuf- 
cc fered by your command ; you are now my prifoner; 
* £ fubmit to my difpofal without refiftance, or outcry; 
“ or this dagger (hall inftantly avenge his blood.” 
James expoftulated with Ruthven , entreated , and 
flattered him. The man whom he found in the 
ftudy flood-, all the while, trembling, and dif- 
mayed , without courage either to aid the King , or 
to fecond his aggreffor. Ruthven protefted, that if 
the King raifed no outcry, his life (hould be fafe; 
and , moved by fome unknown reafon , retired in 
order to call his brother, leaving to the man in 
armour the care of the King, whom he bound by 
oath not to make any noife during his abfence. 

While the King was in this dangerous fitua- 
tion , his domeftics growing impatient tf> know 
whither he had retired , one of Cowrie’s attend- 
ants entered the room haflily, and told them that 
the King had juft rode away towards Falkland. All 
of them rufhed out into the ftreet; and the Earl, 
in the utmoft hurry, called for their horfes. But. 
by this time his brother had returned to the King, 
and fwearing that now there was no remedy , h$ 
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BOOK muft die , offered to bind bis bands. Unarmed as 
VUI. James was, he fcorned to fubmit to that indignity; 
woo, and clofing with the affaflin , a fierce ftruggle cnfued. 
H he man in armour flood , as formerly , amazed and 
motionlefs ; and the King dragging Ruth ven towards 
a window, which during his abfence he had 
perfuaded the perfon with whom he was left to open, 
cried , with a wild and affrighted voice , “ Treafon ! 
<c Treafon! Help! I am murdered! ” His attendants 
heard, and knew the voice; and faw, at the window, 
a hand which grafped the King’s neck with violence. 
They flew with precipitation to his afliftance. 
Lenox and IYIar, with the greater number , ran up 
the principal flair-cafe , where they found all the 
doors fluit, which they battered with the utmoft 
fury, endeavouring to burft them open. But Sir John 
Ramfey, entering by a back-flair, which led to 
the apartment where the King was, found the 
door open; and rufhing upon Ruthven, who was 
ftill ftruggling with the King, ftruck him twice 
■with his dagger, and thruft him towards the flair- 
cafe, where Sir Thomas Erfkine and Sir Hugh 
Herries met, and killed him; he crying with his 
laft breath , <c Alas! I am not to blame for this 
“ adion. ” During this fcuffle, the man who had 
been concealed in the ftudy efcaped unobferved. 
Together with Ramfey, Erlkine , and Herries, one 
Wilfon, a footman, entered the room where the 
King was , and before they had time to fliut the 
door, Gowrierufhed in with a drawn fword in each 
hand , followed by feven • of his attendants well 
armed , and with a loud voice threatened them all 
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with inftant death. They immediately thrufl the 
King into the little ftudy, and (hutting the door 
upon him, encountered the Earl. Notwithftanding 
the inequality of numbers, Sir John Ramfey pierced 
Gowrie, through the heart, and he fell down dead 
without uttering a word ; his followers having 
received feveral wounds, immediately fled. Three 
of the King’s defenders were likewife hurt in the 
conflict. A dreadful noife continued (till at the 
oppofite door, where many perfons labored in vain 
to force a paflagejand the King being aflured that 
they were Lenox, Mar, and his other friends , it 
was opened on the infide. They ran to the King, 
whom they unexpectedly found fafe, with tranfports 
of congratulation ; and he , falling on his knees , with 
all his attendants around him, offered folemn thanks 
to God for fuch a wonderful deliverance. The 
danger, however, was not yet over. The inhabitants 
of the town, whofe Provoft Gowrie was , and by 
whom he was extremely beloved, hearing the fate 
of the two brothers, ran to their arms, and furrounded 
the houfe , threatening revenge , with many infolent 
and opprobrious fpeeches againft the King. James 
endeavoured to pacify the enraged multitude , by 
v fpeaking to them from the window; he admitted their 
magiftrates into the houfe; related to them all the 
circumftances of the fadt ; and , their fury fubfiding 
by degrees, they difperfed. On fearchingthe Earl’s 
pockets for papers that might difeover his defigns 
and accomplices, nothing was found but a fmall 
parchment bag, full of magical characters and 
words of enchantment; and if we may believe the 
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BOOK account of the confpiracy publilhed by the King, 
TUI. “ while thefe were about him, the wound of 

isoon * which he died , bled not ; but as foon as they 

“ were taken away, the blood gulhed out in great 
abundance. ” After all the dangerbus adven- 
tures of this bufy day, the King returned in the 
evening to Falkland , having committed the dead 
bodies of the two brothers to the cuftody of the 
Magiftrates of Perth. 

Tht motive Notwithftanding the minute detail which the King 
fpVratorsnat S avc ^ ,e circumftances of this confpiracy againft 
eafiiy **. his life , the motives which induced the two brothers 
yiwit. to attempt an adion fo deteftable, the end they had 
in view, and the accomplices on whofe aid they 
depended , were altogether unknown. The words of 
Ruthven to the King gave fome grounds to think 
that the defire of revenging their father’s death had 
inftigated them to this attempt.. But, whatever 
injuries, their father had fuffered , it is fcarcely 
probable that they could impute them to the King, 
whofe youth , as well as his fubjedion at that time to 
the violence of a fadion, exempted him from being 
the objed of refentment, on account of adions which 
were not done by his command. James had even 
endeavoured to repair the wrongs which the father 
had fuffered , by benefits to his children ; and Gowrie 
himfelf, fenfible of his favor, had acknowledged 
it with the warmed expreflions, of gratitude. 
Three of the Earl’s attendants, being convided 
of aflifting him in this affault on the King’s fer- 
vants, were executed at Perth; but they could give 
?io light into the motives which had prompted 
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their mafter to an action fo repugnant to thefe 
acknowledgments. Diligent fearch was made for 
the perfon concealed in the ftudy , and from him 
great difcoveries were expedted. But Andrew Hen- 
derfon the Earl’s Reward , who, uponapromife of 
pardon , confefled himfelf to be the man , was as 
much a ftranger to his mafter’s defign as the reft; 
and though placed in the ftudy by Gowrie’s com- 
mand, he did not even know for what end that Ra- 
tion had been affigned him. The whole tranfa&ion 
remained as impenetrably dark as ever, and the 
two brothers , it was concluded , had concerted their 
fcheme without either confident or accomplice, 
with unexampled fecrecy as well as wickednefs. 

An accident, no lefs ftrange than the other cir- 
cumftances of the ftory , and which happened nine 
years after, difeovered that this opinion, however 
plaufible, was ill founded; and that the two brothers 
had not carried on their machination^all alofle. One 
Sprot, a notary, having whifpered among feveral 
perfons that he knew fome fecrets relating to 
Gowrie’s confpiracy, the privy council thought the 
matter worthy of their attention , and ordered him to 
be feized. His confeftion was partly voluntary, and 
partly forced from him by torture. According to his 
account, Logan of Reftalrig, a gentleman of an 
opulent fortune , but of diftolute morals, was privy 
to all Gowrie’s intentions, and an accomplice in his 
crimes. Mr.Ruthven, he faid, had frequent interviews 
with Logan , in order to concert the plan of their 
operations; the Earl had correfponded with him to 
the fame purpofa; and one Bour, Logan’s confi- 
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viii. letters between them. Both Logan and Bour 

1600. were now dead. .But Sprot affirmed that he had 

read letters written both by Gowrie and Logan 
on that occafion; and, in confirmation of his 
teftimony, feveral of Logan’s letters, which a cu- 
riofity fatal to himfelf had prompted Sprot to 
fteal from among Bour’s papers, were produced**. 
Thefe were compared, by the privy council , with 
papers of Logan’s hand -writing, and the refem- 
blance was manifeft. Perfons of undoubted credit, 
and well qualified to judge of the matter , examined 
them , and fwore to their authenticity. Death 
itfelf did not exempt Logan from profecution; 
his bones were dug up and tried for High Treafon 
and by a fentence , equally odious and illegal 41 , 

44 Logan’s letters were five in number. One to Bour, another 
to Gowrie , arid three of them without any direction ; nor could 
Sprot difcover the name of the perfon to whom they were writ- 
ten. Logan gives him the appellation of Right Honorable. 
It appears from this, however, and from other words in the 
letter , Cront. 99. that there were feveral perfons privy to the 
confpiracy. The date of the firft letter is July Igth. Mr. Ruth- 
ven had communicated the matter to Logan only five days be- 
fore. Ibid. It appears from the original fumtnons of for. 
faulture againft Logan’s heirs, that Bour, though he had let- 
ters addrefifed to him with regard to a confpiracy equally 
dangerous and important, was fo illiterate that he could not 
read. “Jacobus Bour, literarum prorfus ignarus, dicti Geor- 
“ gii opera in legendis omnibus fcriptis ad eum miflis , vel 
“ pertinendbus , utebatur. ” This is altogether ftrange , and 
nothing but the capricious charadter of Logan can account 
for his chufing fuch a confident. 

4 * By the Roman law, perfons guilty of the crime of High 
Treafon might be tried even after death. This pradtice was 
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his lands were forfeited, and his pofterity declared 
infamous. Sprot was condemned to be hanged 
for mifprifion of treafon. He adhered to his con- 
feflion to the laft, and having promifed, on the 

adopted by the Scots, without any limitation , Pari. 1540. c. 
6 9. But the unlimited exercife of this power was foon con- 
ceived to be dangerous ; and the Crown was laid under proper 
reftridlions, by an act A. 0 . 1542. which has never been printed. 
The words of it are, “ And becaufe the faid Lords (i. e. the 
Lords of Articles) think the faid adt (viz. in 1 540) too general, 
and prejudicial to the Barons in the realm, therefore ftatutes 
and ordains that the faid adt fhall have no place in time coming, 
but againft the heirs of them that notorioufly commit or fhall 
commit lefe Majefty againft the King’s perfon , againft the 
realm for averting the fame , and againft them that fhall happen 
to betray the King’s army allenarly , and being notourly known 
in their time; and the heirs of thefe perfons to be called and 
judged within five years after the deceafe of the faid perfons 
committers of the faid crimes ; and the faid time being bypaft, 
the faid heirs never to be purfued for the fame. ” The fen- 
tence againft Loga» violated this ftatute in two particulars. 
He was not notourly known during his life to be an accomplice 
in the crime for which he was tried; and his heir was called in 
queftion more than five years after his death. It is remarkable 
that this ftatute feems not to have been attended to in the par- 
liament which forfeited Logan. Another fingular circumftance 
deferves notice. As it is a maxim of jufticc that no perfon 
can be tried in abfence ; and as lawyers are always tenacious of 
their forms, and often abfurd in their devices for preferving 
them , they contrived that , in any procefs againft a dead per- 
fon , his corpfe or bones fhall be prefented at the bar. Examples 
of this occur frequently in the Scottifh hittory. After the battle of 
Corrichie, the dead body of the Earl of Huntly was prefented 
in parliament , before fentence of forfaultttrt was pronounced 
againft him. For the fame reafon the bodies ofGowrie and his 
brother were preferved , in order that they might be produced 
in parliament. Logan’s bones, incompliance with the fame rule, 
were dug up. Mackenz. Crim. Law, Book i. Tit. 6 . $ 22. 
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BOOK fcaffold, to give the fpedlators a fign in confirm- 
viii. ation of the truth of what he had depofed , he 

i«oo. thrice clapped his hands after he was thrown off 

the ladder by the executioner 4 \ 

41 It appears that Archbifhop Spotfwood was prefent at the 
execution of Sprot, Crom. 1 1^. and yet he feems to have given 
no credit to his difeoveries. The manner in which he fpeaks of 
him is remarkable , “ Whether or not I fiiould mention the ar- 
“ raignment and execution of George Sprot, who fuffered at 
“ Edinburgh, I am doubtful. His confeflion, though voluntary 
“ and conftant, carrying fmall probability. The man depofed, 
“ &c. It feemed to be a very fidion , and a mere invention of 
“ the man’s own brain, for neither did he fhow the letter, nor 
“ could any wife man think that Gowrie, who went about the 
“ treafon fo fecretly , would have communicated the matter to 
“ fuch a man as Logan was known to be. ” p. so 8. Spotfwood 
could not be ignorant of the folemnity with which Logan had been 
tried, and of the proof brought of the authenticity of his letters. 
He himfelf was probably prefent in parliament at the trial. The 
Earl of Dunbar, of whom he always fpeaks with the higheft refpedt, 
was the perfon who directed the procefs agpinfl: Logan. Such a 
peremptory declaration againft the truth ofSprot’s evidence, 
notwithftandingall thefecircumftances,is furprifing. Sir Thomas 
Hamilton, the King’s advocate at that time , and afterwards Earl 
of Hadington , reprefents the proof produced at Logan’s trial as 
extremely convincing; and in an original letter of his to the King, 
the 2iftof June 1609, (in Bibl. Facult. Jurid.) after mentioning 
themanner in which the trial had been conducted, he thus goes on: 
“ When the probation of the fummons was referred to the 
Lords of Articles votes , they found uniformly , all in one 
voice, the faid fummons to be fo clearly proved, that they 
feemed to contend who fhould be able moft zealoufly to exprefs 
the fatisfadion of his heart , not only by the moft pithy words, 
v but by tears of joy ; diverfe of the beft rank confefling , that 
that whereof they doubted at their entry into the houfe was 
now fo manifeft, that they behoved toefteem them traitors 
who fhould any longer refufe to declare their allured rcfolution 
of the truth of that treafon. ” 
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But though it be thus unexpectedly difcovered 
that Gowrie did not adt without aflociates, little 
additional light is thrown, by this difcovery, on 
the motives and intention of his conduct. It appears 
almoft incredible that two young men of fuch dif- 
tinguiflied virtue Ihould revolt all at once from their 
duty, and attempt a crime fo atrocious, as the 
murder of their Sovereign. It appears Hill more im- 
probable, that they fhould have concerted their 
undertaking with fo little forefight and prudence. 
If they intended that the deed Ihould have remained 
concealed, they could not have chofen a more im- 
proper fcene for executing it, than their own houfe. 
If they intended that Henderfon Ihould have (truck 
the blow , they could not have pitched on a man 
more deftitute of the courage that mull diredt the 
hand of an affaflin ; nor could they expeCl that be, 
unfolicited, and unacquainted with their purpofe, 
would venture on fuch a defperate adtion. If 
Ruthven meant to ftab the King with his own 
hand, why did he withdraw the dagger, after it 
was pointed at his bread ? How could he leave 
the King, after fuch a plain declaration of his in- 
tention? Was it not prepofterous to commit him 
to the keeping of fuch a timid and falfe afTociate, 
as Henderfon? For what purpofe did he walte 
time, in binding the hands of an unarmed man, 
whom he might eafily have difpatched with his 
fword?.Had Providence permitted them to im- 
brue their hands in the blood of their Sovereign, 
what advantage could have accrued to them by 
his death ? and what claims or pretenfions could 
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BOOK they have oppofed to the rights of his children 4 ’ ? 
viil. Inevitable and inftant vengeance, together with 
i6oa perpetual infamy, were the only confequences they 
could expetfl to follow fuch a crime. 

On the other hand , it is impoflible to believe 
that the King had formed any defign againft the 
life of the two brothers. They had not incurred 
his indignation by any crime ; and were in no 
degree the obje&s of hisjealoufy or hatred 44 j nor 

** It has been aflertcd , that , in confcquence of the King’s 
death, the Earl of Gowrie might have pretended to the Crown of 
England , as the fon of Dorothea Stewart daughter of Lord 
Methven by Margaret of England , who , after her divorce from 
the Earl of Angus, took that nobleman for her third husband. 
Burnet, Hift. of his own times. But this afiertion is ill-founded. It 
appears , from undoubted evidence , that Lord Methven had 
only one child by Queen Alargaret, which died in its infancy, 
and Dorothea Lad* Ruthven was not the daughter of Queen 
Margaret, but of Janet Steward, Lord Methven’s fecond wife, a 
daughter of John Earl of Athol. Crawf. Peer. 329. And though 
Gowrie had really been defcended from the blood-royal of 
England , the King at that time had a fon and a daughter ; and 
befides them , Lady Arabella Stewart , daughter of Charles Earl 
of Lenox , had a preferable title to the Crown of England. 

44 Sir Henry Neville , in a letter to Sir Ralph Winwood , 
imputes the death of the two brothers to a caufe not mentioned 
by any of our hiftorians. “ Out of Scotland we hear that there is 
no good agreement, but rather an open diffidence betwixt the 
King and his wife , and many are of opinion that the difcovery of 
fome affe&ion between her and the Earl of Gowrie’ s brother (who 
was killed with him) was the trueft caufe and motive of that 
tragedy. ” Winw. Mem. voL i. 274. Whether the following 
paflages in Nicholfon’s letter be any confirmation of that fufpi- 
cion,is fubmitted to the reader. In his letter, Sept. 22, 1 602, he 
mentions the return of Cowrie’s two younger brothers into 
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-was he of a fpirit fo fanguinary , or fo noted for rafh 
and defperate valor, as to have attempted to murder 
them in their own houfe, where they were fur- 
rounded with many domeftics, he only withaflender 
and unarmed train; where they could call to their 
afliftance the inhabitants of a city, at the devotion 
of their family , while he was at a diftance from all 
aid; and leaf! of all would he have chofen for his 
-afifociates, in fuch an enterprife, the Earl of Mar, 
and the Duke of Lenox , the former connected in 
clofe friendlhip with the houfe of Gowrie, and 
the latter married to one of the Earl’s fillers. 

Whichfoever of thefe oppofite fyllems we em- 
brace ; whether we impute the intention of murder to 
Gowrie, or to the King; infuperable difficulties arife, 
and we are involved in darkneCs , myflery, and con- 
tradictions. Perhaps the fource of the whole con- 
fpiracy ought to be fearched for deeper, and by 
deriving it from a more remote caufe, we may 
difcover it to be lefs criminal. 

Scotland , and adds , “ The coming iri of thefe two , and the 
Queen of Scots dealing with them , and fending away and fur- 
nifliing Mrs. Beatrix ( their After ) with fuch information as 
Sir Thomas Erlkine has given , hath bred great fufpicion in the 
King of Scots that they come not in but upon fome dangerous 
plot.” In another letter, January, i , i6oj. “The day of 
writing my laft, Mrs. Beatrix Ruthven was brought by the Lady 
Paifley, and Mrs. of Angus , as one of their gentlewomen into 
the court in the evening, and flowed in a chamber prepared for 
her by the Queen’s direction , where the Queen had much time 
and conference with her. Of this the king got notice , and 
fhowed his diflike thereof to the Queen, gently reproving her 
for it, and examining quietly of the Queen’s fervants of the 
fame, and of other matters thereunto belonging, with fuch 
difcretion and fecrecy as requires fuch a matter. ” 
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To keep the King of Scots in continual depend- 
ance , was one great objedt of Elizabeth’s policy. In 
order to this , fhe fometimes foothed him ; and fome- 
times bribed his Minifters and favorites; and when 
fhe failed of attaining her end by thefc means , fhe 
encouraged the Clergy to render any adminiftration 
which fhe diftrufted unpopular, by decrying it, or 
ftirred up fome fadtion of the nobles to oppofe and to 
overturn it. In that fierce age, men little acquainted 
with the arts of undermining a Miniftry by intrigue, 
had recourfe to the ruder pradtice of rendering them- 
felves matters of the King’s perfon, that they might 
thereby obtain the direction of his councils. Thofc 
nobles, who feized the King at the Raid of Ruthven, 
were inftigated and fupported by Elizabeth. Roth- 
well, in all his wild attempts , enjoyed her pro- 
tection, and when they mifearried , he was fecure 
of retreat in her dominions. The connexions 
which James had been forming of late with the 
Roman Catholic Princes, his fecret negociations 
in England with her fubjedts, and the maxims by 
which he governed his own kingdom, all contri- 
buted to excite her jealoufy. She dreaded fome 
great revolution in Scotland to be approaching, 
and it was her intereft to prevent it. The Earl 
of Gowrie was one of the moft powerful of the 
Scottifh nobles , and defeended from anceftors. 
warmly attached to the Englifh intereft. He had 
adopted the fame fyftem, and believed the welfare 
of his country to be infeparably connected with 
the fubfxftence of the alliance between the two 
kingdoms. During his refidence at Paris , he had 

contracted 


Digitized by Googld 


OF SCOTLAND. 


65 


I contracted an intimate friendfhip with Sir Henry 
Neville the Queen’s amballador there, and was re- 
commended by him to his court, as a perfon of whom 
great ufe might be made 4 ’. Elizabeth received him, 
as he paffed through England, with diftinguiflied 
marks of refpeCt and favor. From all thefe circumftan- 
ces a fufpicion may arife , that the plan of the confpi- 
racy againft the King was formed at that time , in con- 
cert with her. Such a fufpicion prevailed in that age, 
and from the letters of Nicholfon, Elizabeth’s agent 
in Scotland, it appears not to be deftitute of foun- 
dation. An Englilh fhip was obferved hovering, for 
fome time, in the mouth of the frith of Forth. The 
Earl’s two younger brothers fled into England after 
the ill fuccefs of the confpiracy , and were protected 
by Elizabeth. James himfelf, though he prudently con- 
cealed it, took great umbrage at her behaviour. None, 
however, of Elizabeth’s intrigues in Scotland tended 
to hurt the King’s perfon, but only to circumfcribe 
his authority, and to thwart his fchemes. Hjs life was 
the fureft fafe-guard of her own, and reftrainpd the 
Popilh pretenders to her Crown, and their abet- 
tors, from defperate attempts, to which their im-r 
patience and bigotry might, otherwife, have 
urged them on. To have encouraged Gowrie 
to murder his Sovereign, would, on her part, 
have been an aCt of the utmoft imprudence 
Nor does this feem to have been the intention of 
the two brothers. Mr. Ruthven, firft of all, en- 
deavoured to decoy the King to Perth, without 
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any attendants. When thefe proved more numerous 
than was expeded, the Earl employed a ftratagem 
in order to feparatethem from the King, by pretend- 
ing that he had rode away towards Falkland , and 
by calling haftily for their horfes, that they might 
follow him. By their {hutting James up , meanwhile, 
in a diftant corner of the houfe, and by attempting 
to bind his hands, their defign feems to have been 
rather to feize , than to affadinate him. Though 
Gowrie had not colleded his followers in fuch num. 
bers as to have been ahle to detain him long a pri- 
foner, in that part of the kingdom, by open force, 
he might foon have been conveyed aboard the En- 
glish (hip, which waited perhaps to receive him , and 
he might have been landed at Faft-CafUe, a houfe 
Of Logan’s, in which, according to many obfeure 
hints in his letters, fome rendezvous of the con- 
fpirators was to be held. Amidft the furprife 
and terror, into which the King fault have been 
thrown by the violence offered to him , it was ex- 
tremely natural for him to conclude that his life 
was fought. It was the intereft of all his follow- 
ers to confirm him in this belief, and to magnify 
his danger, in order to add to the importance and 
merit of their own fervices. Thus his fear, and 
their vanity, aided by the credulity and wonder 
which the contemplation of any great and tragical 
fcvent, when not fully underftood , is apt to in- 
fpire, augmented the whole tranfadion. On the 
other hand, the extravagance and improbability 
of the circumftances which were added , detraded 
from the credit of thofe which really happened ; 
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and even furnifhed pretences for calling in queftion 
the truth of the whole confpiracy. 

The account of what had happened at Perth 
peached Edinburgh next morning. The privy coun- 
cil commanded the Minifters of that city inftantly 
to affemble their people; and after relating to them 
the circumftances of the confpiracy formed againft 
the King’s life, to return public thanks to God, for 
the protection which he had fo vifibly afforded him. 
But as the firft accounts tranfmitted to Edinburgh , 
written in a hurry, and while the circumftances of 
the confpiracy were but imperfedly known , and the 
paflions which it excited ftrongly felt, were indiftinCt, 
exaggerated, and contradictory , the Minifters laid 
hold of this, and though they offered to give public 
thanks to God for the King’s fafety , they refufed to 
enter into any detail of particulars, or to utter from 
the chair of truth , what appeared to be ftill dubious 
and uncertain. 

A few days after, the King returned to Edin- 
burgh ; and though Galloway, the Minifter of his 
own chapel, made an harangue to the people at 
the public crofs, in which he recited all the cir- 
cumftances of the confpiracy; though James him- 
felf, in their hearing, confirmed his account; 
though he commanded a narrative of the whole 
tranfa&ion to be publifhed; the Minifters of that 
city, as well as many of their Brethren, ftill con- 
tinued incredulous and unconvinced. Their high 
efteera of Gowrie, their jealoufy of every part of 
the King’s condudl, added to fomefalfe and many 
improbable circumftances in the narrative j not 
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BOOK only led them to fufpedt the whole, but gave their 
vni. fufpicions an air of credibility. But at length, the 
isoo. King, partly by arguments, partly by threats, pre- 
vailed on all of them , except Mr. Robert Bruce , to 
own that they were convinced of the truth of the 
confpiracy. He could be brought no further than to 
declare , that he reverenced the King’s account of the 
tranfa&ion, but could not fay that he himfclf was 
perfuaded of the truth of it. The fcruples or obflinacy 
of a fingle man would have been little regarded ; but 
as the fame fpirit of incredulity began to fpread 
among the people , the example of one in fo high 
reputation for integrity and abilities, was extremely 
dangerous. The King was at the utmoft pains to con- 
vince and to gain Bruce , but finding it impoflible to 
remove his doubts, he deprived him of his benefice, 
and after repeated delays, and many attempts to- 
wards a reconcilement , banilhed him the kingdom **. 
Proceeding* The proceedings of Parliament were not re- 
m«" , piift tar d e d by any fcruples of this fort. The dead 
the cunfpi- bodies of the two brothers were produced there, 
according to law; an indidtment for High Treafon 
was preferred againft them ; witnefies were ex- 
amined ; and by an unanimous fentence, their 
eftates and honors were forfeited; the punifliment 
due to traitors was inflicted on their dead bodies; 
and, as if the- punilhment hitherto in ufe did not 
exprefs fufficient deteflation of their crimes, the 
Parliament enabled that the furname of Ruthven 
fhould be aboliflied; and in order to preferve the 

.* Spotfw. 461, &c. Cald. v. 329. &c. - 
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memory of the King’s miraculous efcape , and to 
declare the fenfe which the nation had of the di- 
vine goodnefs, to all future ages, appointed the 
fifth of Auguft to be obferved, annually, as a day 
of public thankfgiving 4T . 

47 A few weeks after the death of the two brothers , the King 
publifhed a difcourfe of their vile and. unnatural conspiracy 
again/} bis life. In the year 1713 > George Earl of Cromertie pub. 
lifhed an“Hiftorical account of the confpiracy by the Ear] of 
4 ‘Gowrie , and Robert Logan of Reftalrig, agair.ft King James VI.” 
He feems not to have feen the account which the King 
himfelf had given of that matter , and borrows the whole hiftori- 
cal part from Spotfwood and other authors ; but he has extracted 
from the public records the depofitions of the witnefies produced 
by the King’s Council , in order to make good the charge againft 
the two brothers, and Logan their afTociate. Fromthefe two trea- 
ties our knowledge of all the material circumftances of the con- 
fpiracy is derived. The evidence which they contain , one would 
cxpedt to be authentic and decilive. An account of a faft , ftill 
recent , publifhed by royal authority, and the original depofitions 
of perfons examined in prefence of the higheft court in the nation, 
ought to convey a degree of evidence feldom attained in hitlorical 
relations , and to exclude all remaining doubt and uncertainty. 
Hut as every thing with regard to this tranfatflion is dark and 
problematical , the King’s account and the depofitions of the 
witnefies not only vary, but contradict each other in fo many 
circumftances , that much room is (till left for hefitation and 
hiftorical fcepticifm. The teftimony of Henderfon is the fulled 
and mod important, but in feveral particulars the King’s ac- 
count and his are contradictory. I. According to the King’s 
account, while Mr. Ruthven was holding the dagger at his 
bread, “ the fellow in the ftudy flood quaking and trembling.” 
Difc. 1 7. But Henderfon fays , that he himfelf wrefted the 
dagger out of Air. Kuthven’s hands. Difc. s?- Crom. 50. 
Henderfon likewife boafted to his wife , that he had that day 
twice faved the King from being ftabbed. Difc. 94.. Crom. 93. 
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Though Gowrie’s confpiracy occafioned a fud- 
den and a great alarm , it was followed by no confe- 
quences of importance; and having been concerted 
by the two brothers either without any affociates , 

II. The King aliens that Henderfon opened the window during 
Mr. Ruthven’s abfence. Difc. 2j. Henderfon depofes that he 
was only attempting to open it when Mr. Kuthven returned , 
and that during the ftruggle between the King and him, he 
opened it Difc. ; $4.. Crom. s i, ?2. III. If we may believe 

the King , the fellow in the ftudy flood , during the ftruggle , 
behind the King’s back , inadtive and trembling all the time. 
Difc. 27. But Henderfon affirms, that he fnatched away the 
garter with which Mr. Futhven attempted to bind the King; 
that he pulled back Ruthven’s hand, while he was endeavouring 
to flop the King’s mouth , and that he opened the’ window. 
Difc. *4. Crom. $2. IV. By the King’s account, Air. Ruthven 
left him in the ftudy , and went away in order to meet with 
his brother , and the Earl came up the flairs for the fame pur- 
pofe. Difc. 2J. Henderfon depofes, that when Mr. Ruthven 
left the King, “he believes that he did not pafs from the door. " 
Crom. 5 1. It is apparent both from the fituation of the houfe, 
and from other circumftances, that there could not polfibly have 
been any interview between the brothers at this time. Difc. 2 j. 

Henderfon was twice examined, firft at Falkland before the 
privy council in Auguft, and next at Edinburgh before the 
parliament in November. Not to mention fome Idler variations 
between thefe depofitions , we fhall point out two which are 
remarkable. In his firft depofition Mr. Henderfon relates the 
tnoft material circumftance of the whole in thefe words : 
“ Mr. Ruthven pulled out the deponent’s dagger , and held 
“ the fame to his Majefty’s breaft , faying , remember you 
“ of my father’s murder } you shall noxo die for it , and 
“ minting to his Highnefs’s heart, with the dagger, the de- 
“ ponent threw the fame out of Mr. Ruthven’s hands , and 
“ (wore that as God fhall judge his foul, that if Mr. Ruth- 
** ven had retained the dagger in his hand , the fpace a man 
“ may go fix fteps , he would have ftiicken the King to the 
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or with fuch as were unknown , and chofe to remain 
fo , the danger was over, as foon as difcovered. But 
not long after, a confpiracy broke out in England 

“ hilts with it. ” Difc. $2. But at his fecond examination 
he varied from this in two material circumllances. Firft, the 
words which he at that time put in Mr. Ruthven's mouth 
while he held the dagger at the King’s breaft are , “ Sir , you 
“ tnuji be my prifouer ,• remember on my father 's death. ” 
Secondly , when he threatened him with death, it was only to 
deter him from making any noife, “ Hold your tongue , or by 
“ Cbriji you shall die. 2. In this firft depofition , the word* 
of Mr. Ruthven , when he returned to the chamber where he 
had left the King , are , “ There is no remedy , by Goa you 
“ muji die." But in his fecond depofition, “ By God there is no 
“ remedy, and offered to bind his Majefty’s hands.” Crom. y 1. 
The material words you muft die are omitted. The firft depofi- 
tion feems plainly to intimate that it was Ruthven’s intention to 
murder the King. The fecond would lead us to conclude that 
he had no other defign than to detain him as a prifoncr. 

There are likewife fome remarkable contradictions in the 
teftimonies of the other witneffes. t. In the difcourfe pub- 
lifhed by authority , it is infinuated that the tumult of the 
inhabitants was raifed againft the king, and that it required 
fome art to pacify them. Difc. 52. The Duke of Lenox 
confirms this in his depofition. Crom. 44. An act of privy 
council fummoning the Magiftrates of Perth to anfwer for that 
riot is (till extant. And yet Andrew Roy , one of the baillies 
of the town, depofes , that he himfelf raifed the people, and 
that they took arms in order to allift the King. Crom. 66 . 
2. Henderfon depofes , that he gave an evafive anfwer to Mr. 
John Moncrief , who inquired where he had been that morn- 
ing, becaufe the Earl had commanded him not to let any 
man know that he had been at Falkland. Difc. 54. Mon- 
crief depofes to the fame purpofe. Crom. 64. And yet 
George Hay , afterwards Lord Kinnoul , and Chancellor of 
Scotland , and Peter Hay , depofe , that the Earl , in their 
prefence , afked Henderfon , “ Whom he found with the 
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BOOK againft Elizabeth, which, though the firft danger 
Via. was inftantly difpelled , produced tragical effetfts ; 
itoi. that rendered the clofe of that Queen’s reign difmal 
and unhappy. As James was deeply interefted in 
that event, it merits our particular notice. 

The court of England was at this time divided 
between two powerful factions, which contended 
for the fupreme direction of affairs. The leader of the 
one was Robert D’Evreux, Earl of Effex; Sir 
Robert Cecil, the fon of Lord Treafurer Burleigh , 
was at the head of the other. The former was the moft 
accomplifhed and the moft popular of all the Englifli 
nobles ; brave, generous , affable ; though impetuous, 
yet willing to liften to the counfcls of thofe whom 
be loved ; an avowed, but not an implacable enemy; 
a friend no lefs conftant than warm; incapable of 
difguifing his own fentiments , or of mifreprefenting 
thofe of others ; better fitted for a camp than for a 
court; and of a genius that qualified him for the firft 
place in the adminiftration , with a fpirit which 
fcorned the fecond as below his merit. He was 
foon diftinguilhed by the Queen , who, with a pro- 
fufion uncommon to her, conferred on him, even 
in his earlieft youth, the higheft honors. Nor 
did this diminifh the efteem and affedtion of his 
countrymen; but, by a rare felicity, he was at 
once the favorite of his Sovereign, and the 

King at Falkland?” Crom. 70, 71. Which queftion feems 
> to prove that he did not aim at keeping that journey a fecret. 

In the Colledtion of Criminal Trials, publiflied by Mr. Arnot 
in 178$, the evidence againft the two brothers has been 
confidered with great attention, P. 20, &c. 
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darling of the people. Cecil, on the other hand, 
educated in a court, and trained under a father 
deeply (killed in all its arts, was crafty, infinuat- 
ing, induftrious; and though poflefled of talents 
which fitted him for the higlieft offices, he did 
not rely upon his merit alone for attaining them, 
but availed himfelf of every advantage , which his 
own addrefs , or the miftakes of others, afforded 
him. Two fuch men were formed to be rivals and 
enemies. Eflex defpifed the arts of Cecil as low 
and bafe. To Cecil, the Earl’s magnanimity ap- 
peared to be prefumption and folly. All the mi- 
litary men , except Raleigh , favored Effex. Moft 
of the courtiers adhered to Cecil, whofc manners 
more nearly refembled their own. 

As Elizabeth advanced in years, the ftruggle be- 
tween thefe fadions became more violent. Eflex, 
in order to ftrengthen himfelf, had early courted the 
friendfhip of the King of Scots , for whofe right of 
fucceffion he was a zealous advocate, and held a 
clofe correfpondence both with him and with his 
principal Minifters. Cecil , devoted to the Oueen 
alone, rofe daily to new honors by the affiduity of 
hisfervices, and the patience with which heexpeded 
the reward of them ; while the Earl’s high fpirit and 
impetuofity fometimes expofed him to checks from 
a IVliftrefs, who, though partial in her affedion 
toward him , could not eafily bear contradidion , and 
who conferred favors often unwillingly , and always 
flowly. His own folicitations , however, feconded 
malicioufly by his enemies, who wiflied to remove 
him at a diftancefrom court, advanced him to the 
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BOOK command of the army employed in Ireland againft: 
VIII. Tyronne , and to the office of Lord Lieutenant of 

,60, • that kingdom , with a commiffion almoft unli- 

mited. His fuccefs in that expedition did not equal 
either his own promifes, or the expe&ations of 
Elizabeth. The Queen , peeviffi from her dif- 
appointment, and exafperated againft Fflex by the 
artifices of his enemies , wrote him a harffi letter, full 
of accufations and reproaches. Thefe his impatient 
fpirit could not bear, and, in the firft tranfports of 
his rcfcntment , he propofed to carry over a part of 
his army into England , and , by driving his enemies 
from the Queen’s prefence , to reinftate himfelf in 
favor and in power. But upon more mature thoughts 
he abandoned this raffidefign, and , fetting fail with 
a few officers devoted to his perfon , landed in 
England, and ported diredly to court. Elizabeth 
received him without any fymptom either of 
affedlion or of difpleafure. By proper compliances 
and acknowledgments, he might have regained his 
former afeendant over the Queen. But he thought 
himfelf too deeply injured to fubmit to thefe. 
Elizabeth, on the other hand , determined to fubdue 
his haughty temper; and though her feverity drew 
from him the moft humble letters, ffie confined 
him to the Lord Keeper’s houfe, and appointed 
commiflioners to try him , both for his conduct 
during his government of Ireland , and for leaving 
that kingdom without her permiffion. By their 
fentence , he was fufpended from all his offices , exr 
cept that of Mafter of the horfe, and continued 
a prifoner during the Queen’s pleafure. Satisfied 
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with having mortified his pride thus far, Elizabeth 
did not fuffer the fentence to be recorded, and foon 
after allowed him to retire to his own houfe. During 
thefe tranfatftions , which occupied feveral months, 
Effex fluctuated between the allegiance he owed to 
his Sovereign, and the defire of revenge; and 
fometimes leaned to the one , and fometimes to the 
other. In one of the intervals when the latter 
prevailed , he fent a meffenger into Scotland , to 
encourage the King to affert his own right to the 
fucceflion by force of arms, and to proraifc that, 
befides the affiftance of the Earl and all his friends in 
England , Lord Mountjoy , now Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, would join him with five thoufand men from 
that kingdom. But James did not chufe to hazard the 
lofing a kingdom, of which he was juft about to 
obtain poffeflion, by a premature attempt to feize 
it. Mountjoy, too, declined the enterprife, and 
Effex adopted more dutiful fchemes ; all thoughts 
of ambition appearing to be totally effaced out of 
bis mind. 

This moderation , which was merely the effeCl of 
difguft and difappointment, was not oflongconti- 
nuance; and the Queen, having not only refufed 
to renew a lucrative grant which fhe had formerly 
beftowed, but even to admit him into her pre- 
fence, that new injury drove a temper, naturally 
impatient , and now much fretted , to abfolute 
defpair. His friends , inftead of foothing his rage, 
or reftraining his impetuofity , added to both by 
their imprudent and interefted zeal. After many 
anxious confultations, he determined to attempt 
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BOOK to redrefs his wrongs by violence. But being con- 
Viii. fcious how unpopular fuch an enterprife would be, if 
1601. it appeared to proceed from motives of private re- 
venge alone, he endeavoured to give it the femblance 
of public utility , by mingling the King of Scotland’s 
intereft with his own. He wrote to James, that the 
fadtion which now predominated in the Englifh court 
had refolved to fupport the pretenfions of the Infanta 
of Spain to the crown; that the places ofthegreateft 
importance in the kingdom were put into the hands 
of his avowed enemies; and that unlefs he fent ambaf- 
fadors , without delay, to infill on the immediate 
declaration of his right of fucceflion , their meafures 
were fo well concerted, that all his hopes would be 
defperate. James , who knew how difagreeable fuch 
a propofal would be to the Queen of England , was 
not willing rafhly to expofe himfelf to her difplea- 
fure. Eflex neverthelefs , blinded by refentment, 
and impatient for revenge , abandoned himfelf to 
thefe paflions , and aded like a man guided by frenzy 
or defpair. With two or three hundred followers in- 
completely armed, he attempted to aflault a throne 
the beft eftablifhed in Europe. Sallying at their head 
out of his own houfe, he called on the citizens of 
London, if they either valued his life, or wilhed to 
preferve the kingdom from th^ dominion of the 
Spaniards, to take arms, and to follow his ftandard. 
He advanced towards the palace with an intention to 
drive Cecil and his faction out of the Queen’s prefence, 
and to obtai n a declaration of the Scottilh King’s right 
of fucceflion 4 \ But, though almoft adored by the 
41 Birch. Mem. ii. 477. 
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citizens, not a man would join him in this wild 
enterprife. Difpirited by their indifference, deferted 
by fome of his own attendants , and almoft furrounded 
by the troops, which marched againft him under 
different leaders into the city , he retreated to his 
own houfe ; and without any bold effort, fuitable 
to his prefent condition, or worthy of his former 
reputation for courage , he furrendered to his enemies. 

As foon as James heard of Effex’s ill fuccefs , he 
appointed the Earl of Mar, and Bruce, Abbot of 
Kinlofs, to repair as his Ambaffadors to the Court 
of England. The former of thefe was the perfon by 
whofe means Effex had carried on hiscorrefpondence 
■with the King. He was a paffionate admirer of the 
Earl’s charatfler , and difpofed to attempt every 
thing that could contribute to his fafety. Bruce, 
united in a clofe friendfhip with Mar, was ready 
to fecond him with equal zeal. Nor was the pur- 
pofe of the embaffy lefs friendly to Effex, than the 
choice of his Ambaffadors; they were commanded 
to folicit, in the warmed manner, for the Earl’s 
life, and if they found that the King, by avowing 
his friends, could either promote their defigns, or 
contribute to their fafety, they were empowered to 
lay afide all difguife, and to promife that he would 
put himfelf at their head, and claim what was due 
to him by force of arms ”, But before the Ambaf- 
fadors could reach London , Effex had fuffered 
the punifhment which he merited by his treafon. 
Perhaps the fear of their interpofing, in order to 

4 * Johnft. 289. Birch. Mem. ii. 910. 
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OOK obtain his pardon , flattened his death. Elizabeth 
Vlll. continued, for fome time, irrefolute concerning his 
koi. fate, and could not bring herfelf to confign into 
the hands of the executioner, a man who had once 
poffefled her favor fo entirely, without a painful 
ftruggle between her rcfentment againft his late 
mifcondutt * and her ancient affedtion towards him. 
The dittrefs to which he was now reduced, tended 
naturally to foften the former, while it revived 
the latter with new tendernefs; and the interceflion 
of one faithful friend, who had intereft with the 
Queen, might perhaps have faved his life, and 
have procured him a remiffion, which, of herfelf, 
{he was aftiamed to grant. But this generous no- 
bleman had at that time no fuch friend. Elizabeth , 
folicited inceflantly by her Minifters, and offended 
with the haughtinefsof EfTex, who, as (he imagined, 
fcorned to fue for pardon, at laft commanded the 
fentence to be put in execution. No fooner was 
the blow (truck , than (he repented of her own 
ralhnefs, and bewailed his death with the deepeft 
forrow. James always confidered him as one who 
had fallen a martyr to his fervice, and after his 
acceflion to the Englilh throne , reftored his fon to 
his honors, as well as all his aflociates in the con- 
fpiracy, and diftinguifhed them with his favor 
jamec con- The Scottish Ambaffadors , finding that they 

IntriguMin arr > ve< J to ° l atc to execute the chief bufinefc 
England, committed to their charge, not only .concealed 
that part of their inftrudlions with the utrnoft 

** Caiad. Spotftv. 464. 
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care; but congratulated the Queen, in their Mailer’s 
name, on her happy efcape from fuch an audacious 
confpiracy. Elizabeth, though no ftranger to the 
King’s correfpondence with ElTex, or to that no- 
bleman’s intentions of afferting James’s right to the 
Crown , was not willing that thefe (hould be known 
to the people, and, for that reafon, received the 
congratulations of the Scottilh AmbalTadors with 
all polTible marks of credit and good will ; and in 
order to footh James , and to preferve the appearances 
of union between the two courts, increafed the 
fubfidy which flie paid him annually. The Ambaf* 
fadors redded for fome time in England, and were 
employed , with great fuccefs , in renewing and 
extending the intrigues, which Bruce had formerly 
entered into with the Englilh nobles. As Elizabeth 
advanced in years, the Englilh turned their eyes 
more and more towards Scotland, and were eager 
to prevent each other in courting the favor of their 
future Monarch. AlTurances of attachment, pro- 
feflions of regard, and promifes of fupport, were 
offered to James from every corner of the kingdom. 
Cecil himfelf, perceiving what hopes ElTex had 
founded on the friendfhip of the Scottilh King, 
and what advantages he might have derived from 
it, thought it prudent to Hand no longer at a 
dillance from a Prince , who might fo foon be- 
come his mailer. But being fenfible at the fame 
time how dangerous fuch an intercourfe might 
prove , under a Millrefe naturally jealous , and 
whofe jealoufy grew llronger with old age; though 
he entered into a correfpondence with him , he car- 
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BOOK tied ^ on all the fecrecy and caution necefTary in 
VIII. his fituation, and peculiar to his character’ \ James hav- 
i«oi. ing gained the man whole oppofition and influence 
he had hitherto chiefly dreaded, waited, in perfedl 
fecurity, till that event fliould happen, which would 
. open his way to the throne of England **. It was with 
fome difficulty that he reftrained within proper 
bounds his adherents in that kingdom , who , labor- 
ing to diftingiiifh thcmfeives by that officious zeal, 
with which a Prince, who has a near profped of 
mounting the throne, is alwaysferved, urged him to 
allow a motion to be made in Parliament for declaring 
his right of fucceflion to the Crown. James prudently 
difcouraged that defign ; but it was with no fmall 
fatisfadion that he obferved the afcendant he was ac? 
quiring in a court, the didates of which he had been 
fo long obliged to obey; and which had either pre- 
fcrtbed or thwarted every ftep he had taken during 
the whole courfe of his reign 1 

" See Appendix, No. i. 

** Dr. Birch , in hislife of Prince Henry , p. 2; 2, has given 
fome account of the myfterious mode in which this corre- 
fpondence was carried on , and how the letters were conveyed 
from London to Dublin , and from thence to Scotland. Not- 
withftapding the folicitude which Cecil repeatedly difcovers, 
that his letters fhould be deftroyed as foon as the King had 
read them, a confiderable number of them has been pre- 
ferred , and publilhed by Sir David Dalrymple in the 
year 17 66. They were written by Lord Henry Howard, 
under the infpedtion of Cecil , in a ftyle affectedly obfcure. 
The whole correfpondence is more curious than inftrudtive. 

11 Spotfw. 467. 471. Birch. Mem. ii. 914. 
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Notwithftanding the violent ftruggles of the 
political fadions which divided the court, and the 
frequent revolutions which had happened there, 
fince the King firft took the reins of government 
into his own hands , Scotland had enjoyed unufual 
tranquillity, being uydifturbed by any foreign 
enemy, and free from any inteftine commotion of 
long continuance. During this period , James 
endeavoured to civilize the Highlands and the 
Ifles, a part of his dominions too much negleded 
by former Monarchs, though the reformation of 
it was an objed highly worthy of their care. The 
long peace with hngland had -afforded an oppor- 
tunity of fubduing the licentious fpirit of the bor- 
derers , and of reftraining their depredations, 
often no lefs ruinous to their countrymen than 
to their enemies. The inhabitants of the Low 
Country began, gradually, to forget the ufe of 
arms, and to become attentive to the arts of peace. 
But the Highlanders , retaining: their natural 

fiercenefs, averfe from labor, and inured to ra- 
pine, infefted their more induftrious, neighbours 
by their continual incurfions. James, being fo- 
licitous, not only to reprefs their inroads, but to 
render them ufeful fubjeds 14 , had at different 
times enaded many wife laws extremely con- 
ducive to thefe ends. All landlords , or chiefs of 
Clans, were enjoined to permit no perfons to re- 
fide in their eftates , who could not find fufficient 
furety for their good behaviour; they were re- 
quired to make a lift of all fufpicious perfons 

54 Bafil. Dor. 139. 
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BOOK under their jurifdidion , to bind themfelves to deliver 
VIH. them tojuftice, and to indemnify thofe who fhould 
i6oj. fuffer by their robberies ; and , in order to afeertain the 

faithful performance of thefe articles , the chiefs them- 
felves were obliged to give hoftages to the King , or to 
put pledges in his hands. Three towns , which might 
ferveas a retreat for the induftrious , and a nurferyfor 
arts and commerce, were appointed to be built in 
different parts of the Highlands; one in Cantire , 
another in Lochaber , and a third in the ifle of 
Lewis; and in order to draw inhabitants thither, 
all the privileges of Royal Boroughs were to 
be conferred upon them. Finding it , however, 
to be no eafy matter to infpire the inhabit- 
ants of thofe countries with the love of induftry, 
a refolution was taken to plant among them co- 
lonies of people from the more induftrious coun- 
ties. The firffc experiment was made in the ifle 
of Lewis; and as it was advantageoufly fituated 
for the fifhing- trade , a fource from which Scot- 
land ought naturally to derive great wealth, the 
colony tranfported thither was drawn out of Fife, 
the natives of which were well (killed in that 
branch of commerce. But before they had re- 
mained there long enough to manifeft the good 
effeds of this inftitution, the iflanders , enraged 
at feeing their country occupied by thofe intruders, 
took arms, and furprifing them in the night-time, 
murdered fome of them, and compelled the reft 
to abandon the fettlement. The King’s attention 
being foon after turned to other objeds, we hear 
no more of this falutary projed. Though James 
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did not purfue the defign with that fteady appli- 
cation and perfeverance, without which it is im- 
polfible to change the manners of a whole peo- 
ple, he had the glory , however , not only of having 
fiift conceived the thoughts, but of having firft 
pointed out the proper method of introducing the 
civil arts of life into that part of the ifland. ”. 

After having long enjoyed a good ftate of health , 
the effedt of a found conftitution, and the reward 
of uncommon regularity and temperance, Elizabeth 
began this winter to feel her vigor decreafe, and 
to be fenfible of the infirmities of old age. Having 
removed on a very ftormy day from Weftminftcr to 
Richmond , whither Ihe was impatient to retire , her 
complaints increafed. She had no formed fever; her 
pulfe was good ; but fhe ate little, and could not fieep. 
Her diftemper feemed to proceed from a deep melan- 
choly , which appeared both in her countenance and 
behaviour. She delighted in folitude , fhe fat con- 
ftantly in the dark; and was often drowned in tears. 

No foonerwas the Queen’s indil'pofition known, 
than perfons of all ranks, and of all different fedls 
and parties , redoubled their applications to the 
King of Scots, and vied with each other in pro- 
feffions of attachment to his perfon , and in pro- 
mifes of fubmiffion to his government. Eiven 
fome of Elizabeth’s own fervants, weary of the 
length of her reign, fond of novelty, impatient 
to get rid of the burden of gratitude for paft be- 
nefits, and expedling to fhare in the liberality of 

" Pari. is87- M 94 - i$97- Spotfw. 468. 
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a new Prince, began to defert her. And crowtft 
of people hurried towards Scotland, eager to pre- 
occupy the favor of the fucceffor, or afraid of 
being too late in paying homage to him. 

Meanwhile, the Queen’s difeafe increafed, and her 
melancholy appeared to be fettled and incurable. 
Various conjedures were formed concerning the 
caufes of a diforder, from which fhe feemed to be 
exempted by the natural cheerfulnefs of her temper. 
Some imputed it to her being forced . contrary to her 
inclination, to pardon the Earl of Tytonne, whofe 
rebellion had for many years created her much trou- 
ble. Others imagined that it arofe from oblervingthe 
ingratitude of her courtiers, and the levity of her 
people, who beheld her health declining with moft 
indecent indifference, and looked forward t.o the 
acceflion of the Scottifh King, with an impa- 
tience which they could not conceal. The moft 
common opinion, at that time, and perhaps the 
moft probable, was, that it flowed from grief for 
the Earl of Effex. She retained an extraordinary 
regard for the memory of that unfortunate noble- 
man; and though fhe often complained of his 
obftinacy , feldom mentioned his name without 
tears “. An accident happened foon after her re- 
tiring to Richmond, which revived her affe&ion 
with new tendernefs, and embittered her forrows. 
The Countefs of Nottingham , being on her death- 
bed, defired to fee the Queen, in order to reveal 
forrfething to her, without difcovering which , Ihe 

’* Birch. Mem. ii. ;o;. 
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could not die in peace. When the Queen came into 
her chamber, fhe told her, that while Eflex lay under 
fentence of death , he was defirous of imploring par- 
don in the manner which the Queen herfelf had pre- 
ferred, by returningaring, which during the height 
ofhisfavor Ihe had given hirti ,* with a promife thatif, 
in any future diftrefs, he fent that back to her as a to- 
ken, it fhould entitle him to herprote&ion; that Lady- 
Scroop was the perfon he intended to employ in order 
toprefentit; that, byamiftake, it was put into her 
hands inflead of Lady Scroop’s; and that Ihe having 
communicated the matter to her hufband , one of Ef- 
fex’s moll implacable enemies, he had forbid her either 
to carry the ring to the Queen , or to return it to the 
Earl The Countefs, having thus difclofed herfecret, 
begged the Queen’s forgi venefs ; but Elizabeth, who 
nowfaw both the malice of the EarKs enemies, and 
how unjuflly (he had fufpeded him of inflexible ob- 
flinacy , replied , “God may forgive you, but 1 never 
can; ” and left the room in great enlotion *\ From that 

57 This anecdote concerning Elizabeth was firft publifhed by 
Osborne, Mem. of Eliz. p. 2;; is confirmed by the teftimony 
of de Maurier , Mem. 260 , and by the traditional evidence of 
Lady Elizabeth Spelman publifhed by Dr. Birch, Negoc. 106* 
Camden mentions the Queen’s grief for Eflex’s death as one of 
the caufes of her melancholy. Some original papers remain 
which prove that this was commonly believed at the time. 
Birch. Mem. ii. so6. Eflex, however, had been beheaded 
two years before her death, and there feems to have been no 
other reafon, but that which we have afligned, why her for- 
rpws fhould revive with fo much violence at fo great a diftance 
of time. As the death of the Countefs of Nottingham hapw 
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moment, her fpirit funk entirely; (he could fcarce 
tafte food ; (he refufed all the medicines prefcribed by 
her phyficians; declaring that (lie wiflied to die, and 
would live no longer. No entreaty could prevail on 
her to go to bed; (he fat on cufhions, during ten days 
and nights, penfive auckfilent, holding her finger al- 
moft continually in her mouth, with her eyes open, 
and fixed on the ground. The only thing to which 
ihe feemed to give any attention, were the a&s of 
devotion performed in her apartment by the Arch- 
bifliop of Canterbury; and in thefe (he joined with 
great appearance of fervor. Wafted, at laft, as well 
by anguifh of mind, as by long abftinence, (he 
expired, without a ftruggle, on Thurfday the 
twenty -fourth day of March , in the feventie th year 
of her age, and in the forty -fifth of her reign ". 

Foreigners often accufe the Englifti of indif- 
ference and difrefpedl towards their Princes. But 
without reafon; no people are more grateful than 


pened about a fortnight before the Queen’s death , the coin- 
cidence of thefe events , together with the other evidence men- 
tioned , adds fo much probability to the ftory related by Of- 
borne, as will entitle it to a place in hiftory. The only ob- 
jection to the account we have given of Elizabeth’s attachment 
to Eflex, arifes from her great age. At the age of 68 , the 
amorous paflions are commonly abundantly cool , and the 
violence of all the paflions, except one, is much abated. But 
the force of this objection is entirely removed by an author 
who has illuftrated many paflages in the Englifh Hiftory, and 
adorned more. Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors , 
Article F.flex. 

’* Camd. Birch. Mem. ii. $o 6. Birch. Negoc. 206. 
Strype, iv. J7 J- 
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they to thofe Monarchs who merit their gratitude. 
The names of Edward III. and Henry V. are men- 
tioned by the Englilh of this age with the fame 
warmth as they were by thofe who fhared in the 
bleflings and fplendor of their reigns. The memory 
of Elizabeth is ftill adored in England. The hiftorians 
of that kingdom, after celebrating her love of her 
people; her fagacity in difcerning their true intereft; 
her fteadinefs in purfuing it; her wifdom in the choice 
of her Minifters; the glory fhe acquired by arms; 
the tranquillity (he fecured to her fubje&s; and 
the increafe of fame, of riches, and of commerce, 
which were the fruits of all thefe; juftly rank 
her among the mod illuftrious Princes. Even 
the defe&s in her cha'radter , they obferve , were 
not of a kind pernicious to her people. Her ex- 
ceflive frugality was not accompanied with the 
love of hoarding; and though it prevented fome 
great undertakings, and rendered the fuccefs of 
others incomplete , it introduced ceconomy into 
her adminiftration, and exempted the nation from 
many bOrdens, which a Monarch, more profufe 
or more enterprifing , mud have impofed. Her 
fiownefs in rewarding her fervants fometimes dis- 
couraged ufeful merit; but it prevented the un- 
deferving from acquiring power and wealth , to 
which they had no title. Her extreme jealoufy 
of thofe Princes who pretended to difpute her 
right to the Crown, led her to take fuch precau- 
tions, as tended no lefs to the public fafety, than 
to her own ; and to court the affections of her 
people , as the firmeft fupport of her throne,. 
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BOOK Such is the pidure which the Englifh draw of this 
VIII- great Queen. 

ifioi. Whoever undertakes to write the Hiftory of 
Scotland, finds himfelf obliged, frequently, to view 
her in a very different, and in a lefs amiable light. 
Her authority in that kingdom, during the greater 
part of her reign , was little inferior to that which 
fhe poffeffed in her own. But this authority , acquired 
at firft by a fervice of great importance to the nation , 
fhe exercifed in a manner extremely pernicious to 
its happinefs. By herindullry in fomenting the rage 
of the two contending factions ; by fupplying the 
one with partial aid; by feeding the other with 
falfe hopes; by balancing their power fo artfully, 
that each of them was able £o diftrefs, and neither 
of them to fubdue the other; (he rendered Scotland 
long the feat of difcord, confufion , and bloodfhed: 
and her craft and intrigues , effcding what the 
valor of her anceftors could not accomplifh , reduced 
that kingdom to a Bate of dependance on Eng- 
land. The maxims of policy , often little confo- 
nant to thofe of morality, may, perha’ps , juf- 
tifv this conduct. But no apology can be offered 
for her behaviour to Queen Mary; a fcene of 
diflimulation without neceflity ; and of feverity 
beyond example In almofl all her other adions, 
Elizabeth is the objed of our highefl admiration; 
in this we muff allow that fhe not only laid afido 
the magnanimity which became a Queen; but the 
feelings natural to a woman. 

eUhned”* Though Elizabeth would never permit the 

King of quellion concerning the right of fucceflion to the 

England. 
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Crown to be determined in parliament; nor declare 
her own fentiments concerning a point which (he 
wifhed to remain an impenetrable myftery; (he 
had, however, formed no defign of excluding the 
Scottilh King from an inheritance to which his title* 
was undoubted. A (hort time before her death, 
flie broke the filence which (he had fo long pre- 
ferved on thatfubjecl, and told Cecil and the Lord 
Admiral , “ That her throne was the throne of Kings ; 
that (he would have no mean perfon to afeend it, 
and that her coufm the King of Scots (hould be 
herfuccefior ” This (lie confirmed on her death bed. 
As foon as lhe breathed her laft, the lords of the 
Privy Council proclaimed James King of England. 
All the intrigues carried on by foreigners in favor 
of the Infanta, all the cabals formed within the 
kingdom to fupport the titles of Lady Arabella and 
the Earl of Hartford , difappeared in a moment; 
the nobles , and people , forgetting their ancient 
hoftilities with Scotland, and their averfion for the 
dominion of ftrangers , teftified their fatisfaiflion 
with louder acclamations than were ufual at the 
acceffion of their native princes. Amidft this 
tumult of joy, a motion made by a few patriots, 
who propofed to preferibe fome conditions to the 
fuccefior , and to exaitt from him the redrefs of 
fome grievances, before they called him to the 
throne, was fcarcely heard; and Cecil, by ftifling 
it , added to his (lock of merit with his new matter. 
Sir Charles Percy , brother of the Earl of North- • 
umberland, and Thomas Somerfet , the Earl of 
Worcefter’s fon , were difpatched to Scotland , with 
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book a letter to the King , figned by all the Peers and 
VIII. Privy Counfellors then in London; informing him 
iso}. of the Queen’s death , of his acceflion to the throne, 
of their care to recognize his title , and of the 
s tiniverfal applaufe with which the public procla- 
mation of it had been attended. They made the 
utmoft hafte to deliver this welcome meflage ; but 
were prevented by the zeal of Sir Robert Carey, 
Lord Hunfdon’s youngeft fon , who fetting out a 
few hours after Elizabeth’s death, arrived at Edin- 
burgh on Saturday night, juft as the King had 
gone to bed. He was immediately admitted into 
the royal apartment, and kneeling by the King’s 
bed , acquainted him with the death of Elizabeth, 
faluted him king of England, Scotland, France, 
and Ireland, and as a token of the truth of the 
intelligence which he brought, prefented him a 
ring, which his lifter Lady Scroop had taken from 
the Queen’s finger after her death. James heard him 
with a decent compofure. But as Carey was only 
a private meffenger , the information which he 
brought was not made public, and the King kept 
his apartment till the arrival of Percy and Somerfet. 
Then his titles were folemnly proclaimed; and his 
own fubjeds exprefted no lefs joy, than theEnglilh, 
at this increafe of his dignity. As his prefence 
was abfolutely neceflary in England , where the 
people were extremely impatient to fee their new 
Sovereign, he prepared to fet out for that kingdom 
without delay. He appointed his Queen to fol- 
low him within a few weeks. He committed the 
government of Scotland to his Privy Council. 
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He intruded the care of his children to different 
noblemen. On the Sunday before his departure, he 
repaired to the church of St. Giles , and after hearing 
a fermon , in which the preacher difplayed the great- 
nefs of the divine goodnefs in raifmg him to the 
throne of fuch a powerful kingdom without oppofi- 
tion or bloodfhed, and exhorted him to exprefs his 
gratitude, by promoting, to the utmoft, the hap- 
pinefs and profperity of his fubjedts ; the King rofe 
up , and addreffing himfelf to the people , made many 
profeffions of unalterable affedlion towards them; 
promifed frequently to vifit Scotland ; allured them 
that his Scottilh fubje&s , notwithllanding his ab- 
fence , fhould feel that he was their native Prince - , 
no lefs than when he refided among them ; and might 
ftill truft that his ears Ihould be always open to their 
petitions, which he would anfwerwith the alacrity 
and love of a parent. His words were often inter- 
rupted by the tears of the whole audience; who, 
though they exulted at the King’s profperity, were 
melted into forrow by thefe tender declarations 

On the fifth of April he began his journey, with 
a fplendid, but not a numerous train; and next 
day he entered Berwick. Wherever he came , im- 
menfe multitudes were affembled to welcome him; 
and the principal perfons in the different counties 
through which he paffed , difplayed all their 
wealth and magnificence in entertainments prepared 
for him at their houfes. Elizabeth had reigned fo 
long in England , that moft of her fubjcdls 
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BOOK remembered no other court but hers ; and their 
vili. notions of the manners and decorums fuitable to 
U03. a prince were formed upon what they had obferved 
there. It was natural to apply this ftandard to 
the behaviour and adtions of their new Monarch, 
and to compare him, at firft fight, with the Queen, 
on whofe throne he was to be placed. James, 
' whofe manners were extremely different from 
hers , fuflered by the comparifon. He had not 
that flowing affability, by which Elizabeth cap- 
tivated the hearts of her people; and , though eafy 
among a few whom he loved , his indolence could 
not bear the fatigue of rendering himfelf agree- 
able to a mixed multitude. He was no lefs a 
ftranger to that dignity with which Elizabeth 
tempered her familiarity. And, inftead of that 
well-judged frugality with which (he conferred 
titles of honor, he beftowed them with an un- 
diftinguifhmg profufion , that rendered them no 
longer marks of diftindtion , or rewards of merit. 
But thefe were the refledtions of the few alone; 
the multitude continued their acclamations ; and , 
amidfi thefe , James entered London on the 7 th 
of May , and took peaceable poffeflion of- the 
throne of England. 

C«aeluG»n. Thus were united two kingdoms, divided from 
the earlieft accounts of time, but deftined , by their 
fituation, to form one great monarchy. By 
this jundlion of its whole native force , Great Bri- 
tain hath rifen to an eminence and authority in 
Europe , which England and Scotland could 
never have attained. 
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The Scots hadfo long confidered their monarchs 
as next heirs to the Englilh throne, that they had 
full leifure to reflect «og all the confequences of their 
being advanced to that dignity. But, dazzled with 
the glory of giving a Sovereign to their powerful 
enemy , relying on the partiality of their native 
Prince, and in full expectation of lharing liberally 
in the wealth and honors which he would now be 
able to bellow , they attended little to the moll 
obvious confequences of that great event, and 
rejoiced at his accellion to the throne of England, as 
if it had beennolefs beneficial to the kingdom, than 
honorable to the King. They foon had rcafon , 
however, to adopt very different fentiments ; and 
from that period we may date a total alteration in the 
political conftitution of Scotland. 

The feudal Ariftocracy, which had been fub- 
verted in molt nations of Europe by the policy of 
their Princes , or had been undermined by the 
progrefs of commerce, (till fubfifled with full 
force in Scotland. Many caufes had contributed 
gradually to augment the power of the Scottilh 
nobles; and even the Reformation, which in 
every other country where it prevailed added to 
the authority of the Monarch, had increafed their 
wealth and influence. A King polTelfed of a fmall 
revenue , with a prerogative extremely limited , 
and unfupported by a Handing army, could not 
exercife much authority over fuch potent fubjedts. 
He was obliged to govern by expedients; and 
the laws derived their force not from his power 
to execute them, but from the voluntary fubmif- 
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BOOK fion of the nobles. But though this produced a 
VIII. fpecies of government extremely feeble and ir- 
regular; though Scotland, under the name, and 
with all the outward enfigns of a monarchy, was 
really fubjedt to an Ariftocracy , the people were 
Hot altogether unhappy; and even in this wild form 
of a conftitution, there were principles, which tended 
to their fecurity and advantage. The King, checked 
and overawed by the nobles, durff venture upon no 
act of arbitrary power. The nobles, jealous of the 
King, whole claims and pretenfions were many, 
though his power was fmall , were afraid of irritating 
their dependants by unreafonable exactions, and 
tempered the rigor of ariftocratical tyranny ; with a 
mildnefs and equality to which it is naturally a 
ftranger. As long as the military genius of the feudal 
government remained in vigor, the vaflals both of 
the Crown and of the Barons were generally not 
only free from oppreflion , but were courted by 
their fuperiors, whofe power and importance 
were founded on their attachment and love. 

But , by his acceflion to the throne of Eng- 
land, James acquired fuch an immenfe acceflion 
of wealch , of power, and of fplendor, that the 
nobles, aftonilhed and intimidated . thought it vain 
to ftruggle for privileges which they were now 
unable to defend. Nor was it from fear alone 
that they fubmitted to the yoke; James, partial 
to his countrymen, and willing that they Ihould 
partake in' his good fortune, loaded them with 
riches and honors; and the hope of his favor 
concurred with the dread of his power, in taming 
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their fierce and independent fpirits. The will of 
the Prince became the fupreme law in Scotland; 
and the nobles llrove, with emulation , who Ihould 
mod implicitly obey commands , which they had 
formerly been accuftomed to contemn. Satisfied 
with having fubjededthe nobles to the Crown, the 
King left them in full poffeffion of their ancient 
jurifdidion over their own vaffals. The extenfive 
rights, veiled in a feudal Chief, became in their 
hands dreadful inftruments of opprelfion , and the 
military ideas, on which thefe rights were founded, 
being gradually loll or difregarded, nothing 
remained to corred or to mitigate the rigor with 
which they were exercifed. The nobles, exhaufting 
their fortunes by the expenfe of frequent attendance 
upon the Englilh court , and by attempts to imitate 
the manners and luxury of their more , wealthy 
neighbours, multiplied exadions upon the people, 
who durll hardly utter complaints which they knew 
would never reach the ear of their Sovereign, nor 
move him to grant them any redrefs. From the union 
of the Crowns to the revolution in 16X8, Scotland 
was placed in a political fituation , of all others the 
moll fingular, and the moll unhappy; fubjeded 
at once to the abfolute will of a Monarch, and to 
the oppreffive jurifdidion of an Arillocracy , it 
fuffered all the miferies peculiar to both thefe 
forms of government. Its Kings were defpotic; 
its nobles were fiaves and tyrants ; and the people 
groaned under the rigorous domination of, both. 

During this period, the nobles, it is true, made 
one effort to lhakc off the yoke , and to regain their 
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BOOK ancient independency. After the death of James, 
VIII. the Scottifh nation was no longer viewed by our 
IVlonarchs with any partial affedtion. Charles I. 
educated among the Englifh , difcovered no pe- 
culiar attachment to the kingdom of which he was 
a native. The nobles, perceiving the feeptre to be 
now in hands lefs friendly , and fwayed by a Prince 
with whom they had little connexion , and over 
whole councils they had little influence, no longer 
fubmitted with the fame implicit obedience. Pro- 
voked by fome encroachments of the King on their 
order, and apprehenfive of others, the remains of 
their ancient fpirit began to appear. They com- 
plained and remonftrated. The people being, at the 
fame time, violently difgufted at the innovations 
in religion , the nobles fecretly heightened this dif- 
guft; and their artifices , together with the ill condudt 
of the court, raifed fuch a fpirit, that the whole 
nation took arms againft their Sovereign , with an 
union and animofity of which there had formerly 
been no example. Charles brought againft them 
the forces of England, and notwithftanding their 
own union, and the zeal of the people, the nobles 
muft have funk in the ftruggle. But the difaffedtion 
which was growing among his Englilh fubjedts, 
prevented the King from adting with vigor. A 
civil war broke out in both kingdoms; and after 
many battles and revolutions , which are well 
known , the Scottifh nobles , who firft began the 
war,, were involved in the fame ruin with the 
throne. At the Reftoration , Charles II. regain- 
ed full poffeffion of the royal prerogative in Scot- 
land; 
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land; and the nobles, whofe eftates were wafted, 
or their fpirit broken, by the calamities to which 
they had been expofed , were lefs able and lefs 
‘ willing than ever to refift the power of the Crown. 
During his reign, and that of James VII. the 
didates of the Monarch were received in Scot- 
land with moll abjed fubmiflion. The poverty 
to which many of the nobles were reduced, ren- 
dered them meaner flaves, and more intolerable 
tyrants, than ever. The people, always neglect- 
ed , were now odious, and loaded with every in- 
jury, on account of their attachment to religious 
and political principles, extremely repugnant to 
thofe adopted by their Princes. 

The Revolution introduced other maxims into 
the government of Scotland To increafe the au- 
thority of the Prince, or to fecure the privileges of 
the nobles , had hitherto been almoft the foie object 
of our laws. The rights of the people were hardly 
ever mentioned, were difregarded, or unknown. 
Attention began , henceforward , to be paid to the 
welfare of the people. By the, claim of rijht t their 
liberties were fecured ; and the number of their 
reprefentatives being increafed, they gradually 
acquired new weight and confidcration in parlia- 
ment. As they came to- enjoy more fecurity and 
greater power, their minds began to open, and 
to form more extenfive plans of commerce , of 
induftry , and of police. But the ariftocratical 
fpirit which ftill predominated , together with 
many other accidents, retarded the improvement 
and happinefs of the nation. 

Vol. ill, H 
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BOOK. Another great event completed what the Re- 
XIII. volution had begun. The political power of the 
nobles, already broken by the union of the two 
Crowns , was almoft annihilated by the union of the 
two kingdoms. Inftead of making a part , as formerly, 
of the fupreme affembly of the nation, inftead of 
bearing the moft confiderable fway there , the Peers o’f 
Scotland are admitted into the Britifh parliament by 
their reprefentatives only, and form but an inconfi- 
derable part of one of thofe bodies in which the legif- 
lative authority is veiled. They themfelves are ex- 
cluded abfolutely from the honfe of Commons , and 
even their eldeft fons are not permitted to reprefent 
their countrymen in that auguft affembly. Nor have 
. their feudal privileges remained , to compenfate for 
this extin&ion of their political authority. As com- 
merce advanced in its progrefs , and government 
attained nearer to perfection, thefe were infenfibly 
circumfcribed, and atlaft, by laws no lefs falutary to 
the public, than fatal to the nobles, they have 
been almoft totally abolilhed. As the nobles 
were deprived of power, the people acquired li- 
berty. Exempted from burdens , to which they 
were formerly fubjeCt, fereened from oppreffion, 
to which they had been long expofed , and 
adopted into a conftitution whofe genius and 
laws were more liberal than their own , they have 
extended their commerce., refined their manners, 
made improvements in the elegancies of life, and 
cultivated the arts and fciences. 

This furvey of the political ftate of Scotland, 
in which events and their caufes have been men,- 
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lioned rather than developed, enables us to point book 
out three eras, from each of which we may date vm» 
fome great alteration in one or other of the three 
different members of which the fupreme legifia- 
tive aflembly in our conditution is compofed. At 
their Accejjion to the throne of England , the Kings of 
Scotland, once the mod limited, became, in an 
indant, the mod abfolute Princes in Europe, and 
exercifed a defpotic authority, which their parlia- 
ments were Unable to control , or their nobles to 
refid. At the Union of the two kingdoms, the feudal 
aridocracy, which had fubfided fo many ages, and 
with power fo exorbitant, was overturned , and the 
Scottifh nobles having furrertdered rights and pre- 
eminences peculiar to their order, reduced them- 
felvesto a condition which is no longer the terror 
and envy of other fubjedts. Since the Union , the 
Commons, anciently negledted by their Kings, 
and feldom courted by the nobles, have emerged 
into dignity ; and, being admitted* to a partici- 
pation of all the privileges which the Englifh had 
purchafed at the expenfe of fo much blood , 
mud now be edeemed a body not lefs confiderable 
in the one kingdom, than they have long been 
in the other. 

The church felt the effedts of the abfolute power 
which the King acquired by his acceflion ; and its 
revolutions, too, are worthy of notice. James du- 
ring the latter years of his adminidration in Scot- 
land, had revived the name and office of Bifhops. 

But t' ey pofTeffed no ecclefiadical jurifdidlion or 
pre-eminence , their revenues were inconfiderable, 
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BOOK and they were fcarcely diftinguilhed by any tiling but 
VIU. by their feat in parliament, and by being the objedt 
ot the clergy’s jealoufy , and the people’s hatred. The 
King, delighted with the fplendor and authority 
which the Hnglilh Bifhops enjoyed , and eager to 
effect an union in the ecclefiaftical policy, which he 
had , in vain , attempted in the civil government of 
the two kingdoms , refolved to bring both Churches 
to an exa^t conformity with each other. Three Scotf- 
men were confecrated Bifhops at London. From 
them, their brethren were commanded to receive 
Orders. Ceremonies unknown in Scotland were 
impofed; and though the Clergy, lefs obfequious 
than the nobles, boldly oppofed thefe innovations, 
James, long pradtifed and well Ikillcd in the arts of ma- 
naging them , obtained at length their compliance. 
But Charles 1. a fuperftitious Prince, unacquainted 
with the genius of the Scots, imprudent and preci- 
pitant in all the meafures he purfued in that kingdom, 
preffingtoo cSgerly the reception of theEngliffi litur- 
gy , and indifcreetly attempting a refumption of 
Church-lands, kindled the flames of civil war ; and the 
people being left at liberty to indulge their own 
wiflies, the Epifcopal church was overturned, and 
the Prefbyterian government and difeipline were re- 
eftablifiied with new vigor. Together with Monar- 
chy, Epifcopacy was reflored in Scotland. AfoYmof 
government, fo odious to the people , required force 
to uphold it; and though "not only the whole ri- 
gor of authority but all the barbarity of perfe- 
cution were employed in its fupport, the avcrfion 
of the nation was infurmountable, and it fubfiiled 
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•with difficulty. At the Revolution, the inclinations B O O X 
of the people were thought worthy the attention of vnx. 
the legiflature , the Prefbyterian government was 
again eftablifhed, and, being ratified by the Union, 
is ftill maintained in the kingdom. 

Nor did the influence of the Acceffion extend to 
the civil and ecclefiaftical conftitution alone ; the 
genius of the nation, its tafte and fpirit, things of 
a nature ftill more delicate , were fenfibly affe&ed 
by that event. When learning revived in the fifteenth 
and fixteenth centuries, all the modern languages 
■were in a ftatc equally barbarous, devoid of elegance, 
ofvigor, and evenofperfpicuity. No author thought 
of writing in languages fo ill adapted to exprefs and 
embellifli his fentiments , or of eredting a work 
for immortality , with fuch rude and perifhing 
materials. As the fpirit, which prevailed at that 
time, did not owe its rife to any original effort of 
the human mind, but was excited by admiration 
of the ancients , their compofitions were deemed 
not only the ftandards of tafte and of fentiment, 
but of ftyle ; and even the languages in which 
they wrote were thought to be peculiar, and almoft 
confecrated to learning and the mufes. Not only 
the manner of the ancients was imitated , but 
their language copied : and , extravagant as the 
attempt may appear, to write in a dead tongue, 
in which men were not accuftomed to think, and 
which they could not fpeak, or even pronounce, 
the fuccefs of it was aftonifhing. As they formed their 
ftyle upon the pureft models ; as they were uninfedled 
with thofe barbariftns , which the inaccuracy of 
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JOOK familiar converfation , the atfe&ation of courts * 
YlUt intercourfe with ftrangers , and a thoufand other 
caufes introduce into living languages ; many 
moderns have attained to a degree of elegance in 
their Latin compofitions, which the Romans them- 
felves fcarce poffeifed beyond the limits of the 
Auguftan age. While this was almoft the only 
fpecies of compofition, and all authors, by ufing 
one common language , could be brought to a 
nearer companfon , the Scottilh writers were not 
inferior to thofe of any other nation. The happy 
genius of Buchanan , equally formed to excel in profe 
and in verfe , more various, more original, and 
more elegant , than that of almoft any other modern 
who writes in Latin , refle&s , with regard to this 
particular, the greateft luftre on his country. 

But the labor attending the ftudy of a dead 
tongue was irkfome; the unequal return for their 
induftry which authors met with, who could be 
read and admired only within the narrow circle 
of the learned, was mortifying; and men, inftead 
of wafting half their lives in learning the language 
of the Romans, began to refine and to polifli their 
own. The modern tongues were found to be fuf- 
ceptible of beauties and graces , which , if not 
equal to thofe of the ancient ones , were at leaft 
more attainable. The Italians having firft fet the 
example, Latin was no longer ufed in the works 
of tafte; it was confined to books of fcience ; and 
the politer nations have banifhed it even from thefe. 
The Scots , we may prefume , would have had 
no caufe to regret this change in the public tafte % 
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and would flill have been able to maintain fome 
equality with other nations, in their purfuit of 
literary honor. The Englilh and Scottilh languages, 
derived from the fame fources , were, at the end 
of the fixteenth century, in a (late nearly fimilar, 
differing from one another fomewhat in ortho- 
graphy, though not only the words, but the idioms 
were much the fame. The letters of feveral Scottilh 
ftatefmen of that age are not inferior in elegance, 
or in purity, to thofe of the Englilh IVlinilfers with 
whom they correfponded. James himfelf was 
mailer of a fly le far from contemptible; and, by 
his example and encouragement , the Scottilh 
language might have kept pace with the Englilh 
in refinement. Scotland might have had a feries 
of authors in its own, as well as»in the Latin lan- 
guage, to boall of; and the improvements in tafle, 
in the arts , and in the fciences , which fpread over 
the other polilhed nations of Europe , would not 
have been unknown there. 

But , at the very time when other nations were 
beginning to drop the ufe of Latin in works of 
tafle, and to make trial of the llFength and com- 
pafs of their own languages , Scotland ceafed to 
be a kingdom. The tranfports of joy , which the 
AccelEon at firft occafioned , were foon over : 
and the Scots, being at once deprived of all the 
objedts that refine or animate a people ; of the 
prefence of their Prince , of the concourfe of no* 
bles, of the fplendor and elegance of a court, art 
univerfal dejedion of fpirit feems to have feized 
the nation. The Court being withdrawn, nodomeftic 
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ftandard of propriety and corrednefs of fpeech 
remained; the few compofition* that Scotland pro- 
duced were tried by the Englifh ftandard , and every 
word or phrafe that varied in the lead from that , was 
condemned as barbarous; whereas, if the two nations 
had continued diftind, each might have retained 
idioms and forms of fpeech peculiar to itfelf ; and 
tbefe, rendered faflnonable by the example of a 
Court , and fupported by the authority of writers 
of reputation, might have been confidered. in the 
fame light with the varieties occafioned by the 
different dialed* in the Greek tongue; might have 
been confidered as beauties; and, in many cafes, 
might have been ufed promifcuoufly by the authors 
of both nations But, by the Accelfion , the Knghlh 
naturally became the lole judges and law-givers in 
language, and rejeded as folecifms, every form of 
fpeech to which their ear was notaccuftomed Nor 
did the Scots , while the intercourfc between the two 
nations was inconfiderable **, and ancient prejudices 

40 A remarkable proof of the little intercourfe between the 
Engliflr and Scots before the union of the Crowns , is to 
be found in two curious papers , one pubiifhed by Haynes, 
the other by Strype. In the year 1567 , Eluabeth com- 
manded the Bifhop of London to take a furvey of all the 
Grangers within the cities of London and Weftminfter. By 
this report, which is very minute, it appears that the whole 
number of Scots at that time was $8- Haynes , ass- A furvey 
of the fame kind was made by Sir Thomas Row , Lord Mayor , 
A. D. it 68. The number of Scots had then increafed to 
88. Strype, iv. Supplement, No. I. On the acceifion of 
James , a confiderable number of Scots , efpecially of the 
higher rank ; reforted to England ; but it was notljtill the Union 
hat the intercourfe between the two kingdoms became great 
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■wereftillfo violent as to prevent imitation, poflefs 
the means of refining their own tongue accord- 
ing to the purity of the Englifli ftandard. On the 
contrary, new corruptions flowed into it from eve- 
ry different fource. The Clergy of Scotland , in that 
age, were more eminent for piety than for learning; 
and though there did not arife many authors 
among them , yet being in pofleflion of the privilege 
of difcourfing publicly to the people, and their 
fermons being too long, and perhaps too frequent, 
fuch halty productions could not be elegant, and 
many flovenly and incorrect modes of exprcflion 
may be traced back to that original. The pleadings of 
lawyers were equally loofe and inaccurate , and that 
profcflion having furniflied more authors and the 
matters of which they treat mingling daily in 
common difeourfe and bufinefs, many of thofe 
vicious forms of fpeech, \vhich are denominated 
Scotticifms , have been introduced by them into the 
language. Nor did either the language or public 
tafte receive any improvement in Parliament, where 
a more liberal and more correCt eloquence might have 
been expeCted. All bufinefs was tranfaCted there by 
the Lords of Articles, and they were fo fervilely 
devoted to the Court , that few debates arofe , and , 
prior to the Revolution , none were conducted with 
the fpirit and vigor natural to a popular aflembly. 

Thus, during the whole feventeenth century, 
the Englilh were gradually refining their language 
and their tafte ; in Scotland, the former was much 
debafed, and the latter almoft entirely loft. In 
the beginning of that period , both nations ■were 
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book emerging out of barbarity , but the difhnce between 
Vili. them, which was then inconfiderahJe, became, 
before the end of it, immenfe. Even after fcience had 
once dawned upon them, the Scots feemed to be 
finking back into ignorance and obfcurity ; and, 
adlive and intelligent as they naturally are, they 
continued, while other nations were eager in the 
purfuit of fame and knowledge , in a ftate of languor. 
This , however , mud be imputed to the unhappinefs 
of their political fituation, not to any defedf of 
genius; for no fooner was the one removed in any 
degree, than the other began to difplay itfelf. The adl 
abolifhing the power of the Lords of Articles, and 
other falutary laws patted at the Revolution, having 
introduced freedom of debate into the Scottifb 
Parliament, eloquence, with all the arts that ac- 
company or perfedlit, became immediate objedts 
of attention; and the example of Fletcher of 
Salton alone is fufficient to fhow that the Scots 
were ft ill capable of generous fentiments, and, 
notwithstanding fome peculiar idioms , were able 
to exprefs themfelves with energy , and with ele- 
gance. 

At length the 'Union having incorporated the 
two nations, and rendered them one people, the 
diftindlions which had fubfifted for many ages 
gradually wear away; peculiarities difappear; the 
lame manners prevail in both parts of the ifland; 
the fame authors arc read and admired ; the fame 
entertainments are frequented by the elegant and 
polite; and the fame ftandard of taftc, and of pu- 
rity in language, is eftablifhed. The Scots, after 
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being placed, during a whole century, in a fitu- 
ation no lefs fatal to the liberty than to the tafte 
and genius of the nation , were at once put in 
pofleflion of privileges more valuable than thofe 
which their anceftors had formerly enjoyed ; and 
every obftrudion that had retarded their purfuit, 
or prevented their acquifition of literary fame* 
was totally removed. 
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DISSERTATION 

CONCERNING 

.The Murder of King Henry , and the 
Genuinenefs of the Queen’s Letters 
to Bothwell. 

I T is not my intention to engage in all the con- 
troverfies to which the murder of King Henry, 
or the letters from Queen Mary to Bothwell, 
have given rife; far lefs to appear as an adverfary 
to any particular author , who hath treated of 
them. To repeat, and to expofe all the ill- 
founded affertions with regard to thefe points, 
which have flowed from inattention, from preju- 
dice, from partiality, from malevolence, and from 
dilhonefty, would be no lefs irkfome to myfelf, 
than unacceptable to mod of my readers! All I 
propofe, is to aflift others in forming fome judge- 
ment concerning the facls in difpute, by ftating 
the proofs produced on each fide, with as much 
brevity as the cafe will admit, and with the fame 
attention and impartiality which I have endea- 
voured to exerciffe in examining other contro- 
verted points in the Scottifh hiftory. 

In order to account for the King’s murder, two 
different fyftems have been formed. The one 
fuppofcs Bothwell to have contrived^and executed 


Digitized by Google 



DISSERTATION. 109 

this crime. The other imputes it to the Earls of 
Murray , Morton , and their party. 

The decifion of many controverted fads in hif- 
tory, is a matter rather of curiofity than of ufe. 
They ftand detached; and whatever we determine 
with regard to them , the fabric of the ftory re- 
mains untouched. But the fad under difpute in 
this place is a fundamental and effential one, and 
according to the opinion which a hiftorian adopts 
with regard to it, he mud vary and difpofe the 
whole of his fubfequent narration. A hiftorical fyf- 
tem may be tried in two different ways, whether it 
be confident with probability, and whether it be 
fupported by proper evidence. 

Thofe who charge the King’s murder upon Both- 
well, argue in the following manner; and though 
their reafonings have been mentioned already in dif- 
ferent places of the narrative , it is neceffary to repeat 
them here. Mary’s love for Darnly , fay they, was a 
fudden and youthful paflion. The beauty ofhisptr- 
lon, fet off" by fome external frivolous accomplilh- 
ments , was his chief merit. His capricious temper 
foon raifed in the Queen a difguft , which broke out 
on different occafions. His engaging in the confpiracy 
againft Rizio, converted this difguft into an anti- 
pathy which fhe was at no pains to conceal. This 
breach was perhaps, in its own nature, irrepara- 
ble; the King certainly wanted that art and con- 
defeenfion which alone could have repaired it. 
It widened every day, and a deep and fettled 
hatred effaced all remains of affection. Bothwell 
obferved this , and was prompted by ambition , 
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and perhaps by love, to found upon it a fcheme# 
which proved fatal both to the Queen and to himfelfi 
He had ferved Mary at different times with fidelity 
and fuccefs. He infinuated himfelf into her favor, 
by addrefs and by flattery. By degrees he gained 
lier heart. In order to gratify his love, or at leaft 
his ambition , it was neceffary to get rid of the King* 
Mary had rejected the propofal which, it is faid, 
had been made to her for obtaining a divorce* 
The King was equally hated by the partifan3 of the 
houfe of Hamilton , a confiderable party in the 
kingdom; by Murray, one of the mod powerful 
and popular perfons in his country ; by Morton and 
his affociates, whom he had deceived; and whom 
Bothwell had bound to his intereft by a recent 
favor. Among the people Darnly was fallen under 
extreme contempt Bothwell might expedl, for 
all thefe reafons, that the murder of the King 
would pafs without any inquiry, and might trull to 
Mary’s love, and to his own addrefs and good 
fortune, for the accomplifhment of the reft of his 
wiflies. What Bothwell expedted really came to 
pafs. Mary , if not privy herfelf to the defign , 
connived at an action which rid her of a man whom 
file had fuch good reafon to deteft. A few months 
after the murder of her hufband , (he married the 
perfon who was both fufpedted and accufed of 
having perpetrated that odious crime. 

Thofe , who charge the guilt upon Murray and 
his party , reafon in this manner. Murray, they 
fay, was a man of boundlefs ambition. Notwith- 
ftanding the illegitimacy of his birth, he had early 
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formed a defign of ufurping the Crown. On the 
Queen’s return into Scotland, he infinuated' himfelf 
into her favor, and engrofied the whole power into 
his own hands. He fet himfelf againd every pro- 
pofal of marriage which was made toiler, left his 
own chance of fucceeding to the Crown fliould be 
dedroyed. He hated Darnly, and was no lefs hated 
by him. In order to be revenged on him , he entered 
into a fudden friendlhip with Bothwell , his ancient 
and mortal enemy. He encouraged him to aflaffinate 
Henry, by giving him hopes of marrying the Queen. 
All this was done with a defign to throw upon the 
Queen herfelf the imputation of being acceffary to the 
murder, and under that pretext, to dellroy Bothwell , 
to depofe and imprifon her , and to feize the fceptre 
which he had wreded out of her hands. 

The former of thefe fydems has an air of proba- 
bility , is confident with itfelf, and folves appear- 
ances. In the latter, fome affertions are falfe, fome 
links are wanting in the chain , and effedts appear, 
of which no fufficient caufe is produced. Murray, 
on the Queen’s return into Scotland , ferved her 
with great fidelity, and by his prudent adminidra- 
tion rendered her fo popular, and fo powerful, as 
enabled her with eafe to qualh a formidable infur- 
reftion railed by the party of which he was the 
leader in the year 1565. What motive could 
induce Murray to murder a Prince without ca- 
pacity, without followers, without influence over 
the nobles, whom the Queen, by her negledt , had 
reduced to the lowed date of contempt, and who , 
after a long difgrace , had regained ( according to 
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the mod favorable fuppofition ) the precarious pof* 
feffionaof her favor only a few days before his 
death? It is difficult to conceive what Murray had 
to fear from the King’s life. It is ftill a more difficult 
matter to guefs what he could gain by his death. If 
we fuppofe that the Queen had no previous attach- 
ment to Bothwell , nothing can appear more chime- 
rical than a fcheme to pcrfuade her to marry a man , 
whole wife was ftill alive, and who was not only 
fufpedted , but accufed , of murdering her former huf- 
band. But that fuch a fcheme fliould really fucceed 
is ftill more extraordinary.— If Murray had inftiga- 
ted Bothwell to commit the crime, or had himfelf 
been acceflary to the commiffion of it, what hopes 
“were there that Bothwell would filently bear from 
a fellow -criminal all the perfccutions which he fuf- 
fered , without ever retorting upon him the accufa- 
tion, or revealing the whole fcene of iniquity ? 

An ancient and deadly feud had fubfifted between 
Murray and Bothwell} the Queen with difficulty * 
had brought them to fome terms of agreement. But 
is it probable that Murray would cliufe an enemy, 
to whom he had been fo lately reconciled , for 
his confidentin the commiffion of fuch an atrocious 
crime ? Or , on the other hand , would it ever 
enter into the imagination of a wife man , firft to 
raife his rival to fuprcme power , in hopes that 
afterwards helhould render him odious, byaccyfmg 
him of crimes which he had not committed, and, 
in confequence of this unjuft charge , fliould be 
enabled to deprive him of that power? The moft 
adventurous politician never hazarded fuch a dan- 
gerous 
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gerous experiment. The mod credulous folly never 
truded fuch an uncertain chance. 

How flrong foever thefe general reafonings may 
appear to be , it is not upon them alone that 
we mud decide, but according to the particular 
evidence that is produced. This we now proceed 
to examine., 

ThatBothwell was guilty of the King’s murder t 
appears, 1. From the concurring tedimony of all the 
contemporary hidorians. 2. From the confeflion of 
thofe perfons who differed for adiding at the com- 
midion of the crime, and who enter into a minute 
detail of all its circumdances. Anderf. ii. 165. 3. From 
the acknowledgment of Mary’s own commidioners , 
who allow Bothwell to have been one of thofe who 
where guilty of this crime. Good. ii. 213. 4. From 
the exprefs tedimony of Ledy, Bilhop of Rofs , to the 
fame effetd with the former. Def. of Q. Mary’s 
Honor. And. i. 76. Id. iii. p. 31, 5. Morton, 

at his death , declared that Bothwell had folicited 
him, at different times, to concur in the confpi- 
racy formed againd the life of the King; and that 
he was informed by Archibald Douglas , one of 
the confpirators , that Bothwell was prefent at the 
murder. Crawf. Mem. App. 4. The letter from 
Douglas to the Queen , which I have publidied 
in the Appendix to Vol. II. No. 34. confirms 
Morton’s tedimony. 6 Lord Herries promifes, in hi9 
own name, and in the name of the nobles who 
adhered to the Oueen , that they would concur in 
punching Bothwell as the murderer of the King. 
Append. Vol. II. No. 11. 

Vol. Hi. I 
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The mod diretd charge ever brought againfl 
Murray is in thefe words of Bifhop Lcfly. “ Is it 
“ unknown ,” addreffing himfelf to the Earl of Mur- 
ray, “ what the Lord Herries faid to your face openly 
“ even at your own tabic, a few days after the murder 
“ was committed? Did he not charge you with the 
* c foreknowledge of the fame murder; did he not, 
“ nulla circumlocutions u fits , flatly and plainly burden 
te you, that riding in Fife, and coming with one of 
t{ your mofl allured and trufty fervants the fame day 
“ whereon you departed from Edinburgh, faid to 
“ him, dmong other talk. This night ere morning 
“ Lord Darnly (hall lofe his life?” Defence of O. 
Mary, Anderf. ii. 75. But the affertion of a man fo 
heated with faction as Lefly, unlefs it were fupported 
by proper evidence, is of little weight. The fervant to 
whom Murray is faid to have fpoken thefe words , is 
not named; nor the manner in which this fecretcon- 
verfation was brought to light mentioned. Lord 
Herries was one of the mod zealous advocates for 
Mary , and it is remarkable that, in all his negociation 
at the court of England, he never once repeated this ac- 
cufation ofMurray. In anfwering the challenge given 
him by Lord Lindfay, Herries had a fair opportunity 
of mentioning Murray’s knowledge of the murder; 
but though he openly accufes.of that crime fome of 
thofe who adhered to Murray, he induftrioufly avoids 
any infmuation againfl Murray himfelf. Keith , Pref. 
xii. Mary herfel^, in converfation with Sir Francis 
Knolles, accufed Morton and Maitland of being privy 
to the murder, but does not mention Murray. And. 
iv. 55. When the Bifhop of Rofs and Lord Herries 
a 


Digitized by Googl 


K. HENRY’s MURDER, &c. ns 

appeared before the Englifh council, January ir,' 
1569, they declared themfelves ready, in obedience to 
the Queen’s command , to accufe Murray and his alfo-* 
dates of being acceffory to the murder, but “they 
“ being alfo required , whether they, or any of them, 

as of themfelves, would accufe the faid Earl in 
“ fpecial, or any of his adherents , or thought them 
“ guilty thereof; ” they anfwered , “that they took 
“ God to witnefs that none of them did ever know 
“ any thing of the confpiracy of that murder , or were 
*' council and foreknowledge thereof ; neither who 
** were devifers, inventors, and executors of the fame, 
" till it was publicly difeovered long thereafter by 
“ fome of-the affaffins , who fuffered death on that ac- 
“ count. ’’Good. ii. 308. Thefe words are taken out of 
a regifter kept by Rofs and {Jerries themfelves, 
and feem to be a direct confutation of the Bifhop’s 
alfertion. 

The Earls of Huntly and Argyll, in their Protejiation 
touching the mut der of the King of Scots, after mentioning 
the conference at Craigmillar concerning a divorce, 
add, “So after thefe premiffes, the murder of the 
“ King following, we judge in our confciences , and 
“ hold for certain and truth, that the Earl of Murray 
“ and fecretary Lethington were authors , inventors, 
“ counfellors and caufers of the fame murder, in what 
“ manner, or by whatfomever perfons the fame 
“.was executed.” Anderf. iv. 188. But, 1. This 
is nothing more than the private opinion or per- 
fonal affirmation of thefe two noblemen. 2 . The 
conclufion which they make has n 6 connexion 
with the premiffes on which they found it. Becaufft 
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Murray propofed to obtain for tbe Queen a divorce 
from her hufband with her own confcnt, it does not 
follow that therefore he committed the murder 
without her knowledge. 3 Huntly and Argyll were 
at that time the leaders of that party oppofite to 
Murray, and animated with all the rage of fa&ion. 
4 Both of them were Murray’s perfonal enemies. 
Huntly, on account of the treatment which his family 
and clan had received from that nobleman. Argyll was 
defirous of being divorced from his wife , with whom 
he lived on no good terms , Knox , 328. and by whom 
he had no children. Crawf. Peer. 1 9. She was Murray’s 
After, and by his intereft be had obftruded that defign. 
Keith, 55 1. Thefe circumftances would go fa* towards 
invalidating a pofitive teftimony ; they more than 
counterbalance an indeterminate fufpicion. 5. It is 
altogether uncertain whether Huntly and Argyll ever 
fubferibed this proteftation. A copy offueh a protefta- 
tion as the Queen thought would be of advantage to 
her caufe, was tranfmitted to them by her. Anderf. iv. 
p. ii. 186. The proteftation itfelf, publifhed by 
Anderfon, is taken from an unfubferibed copy with 
blanks for the oath and place of fubferibing. On the 
back of this copy, there is pafted, indeed a paper, which 
Cecil has marked “ Anfwerofthe Earl of Murray to a 
“ writing of the Earls of Huntly and Argyll. ” Anderf. 
194, 195. But it can hardly be deemed a reply to the 
above-mentioned proteftation. Murray’s anfwer bears 
dateatLondon, January 19. 1568. The Queen’s letter, 
in which fhe inclofed the copy of the proteftation , 
bears date at Bowton, Jan. 5. 1568. Now itisfcarce to 
be fuppofed that the copy could be fent into Scotland, 
be fubferibed by the two Earls, and be feen and 
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anfwered by Murray within fo fhort a time. Murray’s 
reply feems intended only to prevent the impreUion 
which the vague and uncertain accufations of his 
enemies might make in his abfence. Cecil had got the 
original of the Queen’s letter into his cuflody. Anderf. 
iv. 185. This naturally leads us to conjcdure that the 
letter itfelf , together with the inclofed proteflation , 
were intercepted before they came to the hands of 
Huntly and Argyll. Nor is this mere conjedure alone. 
The letter to Huntly , in which the proteflation was 
inclofed , is to be found ; Cott. Lib. Cal. C. 1. fol. 280. 
and is an original fubferibed by Mary , though not 
written with her own hand , becaufe file feldom chofe 
to write in the Englifh language. The proteflation is 
in the fame volume, fol. 282. and is manifeflly written 
by the fame perfon who wrote the Queen’s letter. 
This feems to render it highly probable that both were 
intercepted. So that much has been founded on a paper 
not fubferibed by the two Earls, and probably never 
feen by them. Befides , this method which the Queen 
took of fending a copy to the two Earls , of what was 
proper for them to declare with regard to a conference 
held in their own prefence, appears fomewhat 
fufpicious. It would have been more natural , and not 
fo liable to any mifinterpretation , to have defired 
them to write the mofl exad account, which they 
could recoiled, of what had paffed at the converfation 
at Craigmillar. 0. But even if all this reafonin# (hould 
be fet afide, and the authenticity of the Piotcjianon 
fhould be admitted in its full extent, it may Hill 
be a queflion , what degree of credit fhould be 
eiven to the affertion of the two Earls , who were 
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rot only prefent in the firft Parliament , held by 
Muiray as Regent in December 1567, in' which the 
one carried the feeptre, and the other the fword of 
(late, Spotfw. 214. but were both members of the 
Committee of Lords of Articles , and in that capacity 
afTified mframingall the ads by which theQueen was 
deprived of the crown , and her fon feated on the 
throne ; and in particular concurred in the ad by 
which it was declared , that whatever had befallen 
the Queen, “was in her a win default in fa far as, be 
divers hir previe letters written halelie with hirawin 
hand , and fend by hir to James fometyme Erie of 
Bothwell, cheif executour of the faid horribill 
murthour , as weill befoir the committing thairof as 
thairaftir: And be hir ungodlie and difhonourabtll 
proceeding to ane pretendit marriage with him, 
fuddaindlie and unprovifitlie thairaftir , it is 
maift certane that fche was previe, airt and pairt, 
of the adual devife and deid of the foirnamit 
murthour of the King her lauchfull hufband,and 
thairfoir jufllie defirvis quhatfumever hes bene 
done to hir in ony tyme bvgaine, or that fal be 
ufit towards hir, for the faid caufe.” Anderf. ii. 
221 . 

The Queeirs commiflioners at the Confer- 
fners in England accufed Murray and his af- 
fociates of having murdered the King Good, 
ji 2S1. But this charge is to be confidcrcd 
35 a recrimination, exforted by the accufation 
preferred againft the Queen, and contains no- 
thing more than loofe and general affirmations * 
without defeending to fuch particular circiiinr 
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•fiances as either afeert^in their truth , or difeover 
their falfhood. The fame accufation is repeated 
by the nobles alfcmbled at Dumbarton Sept. 

1568. Good. ii. 359. And the fame obfervation 
may be made concerning it. 

All the Queen’s advocates have endeavoured to 
account for Murray’s murdering of the King , by fup- 
pofing that it was done on purpose that he might have 
the pretence of diflurbing the Queen’s admimflration , 
and thereby rendering ineffectual her general Revo- 
cation , of Crown lands, which would have deprived 
him and his aflociates of the bed part of thcireflates. 

Lefly Def. of Mary’s lion, p 73. Anderf. iv Part ii. 

130. But whoever confiders the limited powers of a 
Scottifli Monarch , will fee that fuch a revocation 
could not be very formidable to the nobles. Every 
king of Scotland began his reign with fuch a revoca- 
tion ; and as often as it was renewed, the pow- 
• er of the nobles rendered it ineffectual. The bed 
vindication of Murray and his party from this accufa- 
tion , is that which they prefented to the Queen 
of England, and which hath never hitherto been 
• publifhed. 

Anfveers to the ohjelliont and atledgance of the Qtieen , P»p<r« 
alledging the Earl of Murray , Lord. Regent, the 0ffice ‘ 
Earl of Morton , Mart , Glencairn , Hume , Ruth- 
veri , fffr. to have been moved to armour , for that 
they abhorred and might not abide her revocation 
of the alienation made of her property. 

It is anfwered , that is alledged but ( i. e. with- 
out) all appearance, and it appears God has be- 
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reft the alledgance of ail wit and gootj remem- 
brance, for thir reafons following: 

Imprimis, as to my Lord Regent, he never had 
occafion to grudge thereat, in refped: the Queen 
made him privy to the fame, and took refolution 
with him for the execution thereof, letting his 
Lordfhip know fhe would afluredly in the famine 
except all things fhe had given to him , and ratefy 
them in the next parliament as fhe did indeed; 
and for that caufe wifhed my Lord to leave behind 
him Mafter John Wood , to attend upon the fame, 
to whom fhe declared , that als well in that as in all 
others her grants it fhould be provided , yea of free 
will did promife and offer before ever he. demand- 
ed , as it came to pafs without any Jett or impe- 
diment, for all was ratified by her command, and 
hand write, at the parliament, but ( i. e. without) 
any difficulty. 

Item as to my Lord of Morton , he could not 
grudge thereat quha never had of her property 
worth twenty dollars that ever I knew of. 

Item the fame, may I fay of my Lord Glencairn. 

Item the fame, I may fay of my Lord Hume. 

■# Item the fame, I may fay of my Lord Ruthven. 

Item the fame , I may fay of my Lord Lindfay. 

Only my Lord of Marr, had ane little thing 
of the property quilk alfua was gladly and libe- 
rally confirmed to him, in the faid parliament 
proceeding a year; was never ane had any caufe 
of mifeontent of that revocation, far lefs to have 
put their lives and heritage to fo open and mani- 
feft ane danger as tjiey did for fic ane frivole caufe. 
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Gyf ever any did make'evill countenance, and 
fhow any mifcontentment of the f.tid revocation , 
it was my Lord of Argyll in fpeciall, quha fpak 
largely in the time of Parliament thairanents to 
the Queen herfelf, and did complain of the ma* 
nifeft corruption of ane adt of parliament paft upon 
her Majefty’s return , and fa did lett any^revoca- 
tion at that time; but the armour for revenge of 
the King’s deid was not till twa months after, att 
quhat time there was no occafion given thereof, 
nor never a man had mind thereof. 

Having thus examined the evidence which has 
been produced againft the Earls of Murray and 
Bothwell; we lhall next proceed to inquire whe- 
• ther the Queen herfelf was acceffory to the mur- 
der of her hufband. 

No fooner was the violent death of Darnly 
known, than ftrong fufpicions arofe, among fome 
of her fubjedts , that Mary had given her confent 
to the commiflfion of that crime. And. ii. 156. 
We are informed , by her own ambafTador in 
France, the Archbilhop of Glafgow, that the fen- 
timehts of foreigners, on this head , were no lefs 
unfavorable to her. Keith , Pref. ix. Many of 
her nobles loudly accufed her of that crime, and 
a great part of the nation , by fupporting them , 
feem to have allowed the accufation to be well 
founded. 

Some crimes, however, are of fuch a nature, 
that they hardly admit of a pofitive or diredt proof. 
Deeds of darknefs can feldom be brought per- 
fectly to light. Where perfons are accufed not of 
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being Principal , blit only of being Acceffarics in the 
commiflion of a crime ; not of having perpetrated it 
therr.felves , but only of giving confent to the 
commiflion of it by others; the proof becomes fill 
more difficult: and unlefs when fome accomplice 
betrays the fecret, a proof by circumftancas , or 
preemptive evidence, is all that can be attained. 
Even injudicial trials, fuch evidence is fometimes 
held to be fuffisient for condemning criminals. The 
degree of convidtion which filch evidence carries 
along with it, is often not inferior to that which arifes 
from pofnive teflimony ; and a concurring feries of 
circumft.mces fathfies the underflanding no lefs than 
the exprefs declaration of witnefles. 

Evidence of both thefe kinds has been pro- 
duced agiinft Mary. We fliall firft confnler that 
which is founded upon circumflances alone. 

Some of thefe fufpicious circumflances preceded 
the King’s death; others were fubfequent to it. 
With regard to the former, we may obferve that 
the Queen’s violent love of Darnly was foon con- 
verted into an averfion to him no lefs violent;'and 
that his own ill condudt, and excefles of every 
kind, were fuch , that if they did rot juflify , atleaft 
they account for this fudden change of her dif- 
pofition towards him 1 he rife and progrefs of 
this domeftic rupture, I have traced with great 
care in the hiftory , and to the proofs of it which 
may be found in ripers putliflied by other au- 
thors, I have added thofe contained in App. Vol. II. 
No. III. and IV. Le Croc, the French ambaf. 
fador, who was an eyc-witnefs of what he dc- 
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fcribcs , not only reprefents her averfion to Darnly to 
be extreme, but declares that there could be no hopes 
of a reconcilement between them. “ The Queen is in De «- I4 » 
the hands of phyficians, and I do afTure you is not at 
all well; and do believe the principal part of her 
difeafe to con fid in deep grief and forrow; nor does 
itfeem poflibie to make her forget the fame. Still (he 
repeats thefe words, I could wish to be dead. You 
know very well that the injury fhe has received is 
exceeding great, and her majefty will never forget 
it — To fpeak my mind freely to you, I do not expedt, 
upon federal accounts, any good underftanding 
between them ( i. e. the King and Queen ), unlefsGod 
effectually put to his hand. — His bad deportment is °* 6, 
incurable; nor can there ever be any good expected 
from him , for feveral reafons , which 1 might tell you 
was I prefent with you. 1 cannot pretend to foretell 
how all may turn, but I will fay , that matters cannot 
fubfift long as they are, without being accompanied 
■with fundry bad confequences. ’’Keith, Prcf vii Had 
Henry died a natural death , at this juncture, it mud 
have been confidered as a very fortunate event to 
the Queen, and as a feafonable deliverance from a 
hufband who had become altogether odious to 
her. Now as Henry was murdered a few weeks 
afterwards, and as nothing had happened to render 
the Queen’s averfion to him lefs violent, the opi- 
nion of thofe who confider Mary as the author of 
an event which was manifcfUy fo agreeable to her, 
will appear perhaps to feme of our readers to be 
neither unnatural nor over-refined. If we add to 
this, what has been obferved in the hjftory, that 
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in proportion to the increafe of Mary’s hatred of her 
hufband , Bothwell made progrefs in her favor , and 
that he became the objed not only of her confidence 
hut her attachment, that opinion acquires new 
ftrength. It is eafy to obferve many advantages which 
might redound to Mary as well as to Bothwell from 
the King’s death ; but excepting them , no perfon and 
no party in the kingdom could derive the leaft benefit 
from that event. Bothwell, accordingly murdered 
the King, and it was, in that age, thought no 
unwarranted imputation on Mary’s character, to 
fuppofe that file had confented to the deed. 

The fteps which the Queen took after her huf- 
band’s death add ftrength to that fuppofition. i. 
Melvil , who was in Edinburgh at the time of the 
King’s death , afferts, that “ every body fufpeded 
the Earl of Bothwell; and thofe who durft fpeak 
freely to others, faid plainly that it was He,”p. 
155. 2. Mary having ifiued a proclamation , on the 
1 2th of February, offering a reward to any perfon 
who Ihould difcover thofe who had murdered her 
hufband; And. i.36.a paper in confequence of this was 
affixed to the gates of the Tolbooth , February 16, in 
which Bothwell was named as the chief perfon guilty 
of that crime, and the Queen herfelf was accufed of 
having given her confcnt to it. And. ii. 156. 3. Soon 
after, February 20, the Earl of Lenox, the 
King’s father, wrote to Mary, conjuring her, by 
every motive, to profecute the murderers with 
the utmoft rigor. He plainly declared his own 
fufpicions of Bothwell , and pointed out a method 
of proceeding againft him , and for difeovering 
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the other authors of that crime, no lefs obvious 
than equitable. He advifed her to feize, and to commie 
tofure cuftody Bothwell himfelf, and fuch as were 
already named as his accomplices ; to call an aflembly 
of the nobles; to ilfue a proclamation, inviting 
Bothwell’s accufers to appear; and if, on that • 
encouragement, no perfon appeared to accufe them , 
to hold them as innocent, and to difmifs them 
without farther trial. And. i. 40. 4. Archbiftiop 
Beatoun, her ambaffador in France, in a letter to 
Mary , March 9th , employs arguments of the utmoft 
weight to perfuade her to profecute the murderers 
with the greateft feverity. “ I can conclude nathing 
[fays he) by quhat zour Majefty writes to me zourfelf, 
that fen it has plcfit God to conferve zow to make a 
rigorous vengeance thereof, that rather than it be 
notatftually taine, it appears to me better in this warld 
thatze had loft life and all. I aftc your Majcftie pardon 
that I writ fa far , for I can heir nathing to zour 
prejudife, but I wan conftraindly writ the famin, that mu fl 
all may come to zotlr knawlege; for the better remede 
may be put therto. Heir it is needfull that zc forth 
fhaw now rather than ever of before, the greite 
vertue , magnanimitie, and conftance that God has 
grantit Zow, be quhais grace, I hope ze fall overcome 
this mofl heavy envie and difplefif of the committing 
thereof, and conferve thatreputation in all godlinefs, 
ze have conquift of lang, quhich can appear na 
wayis mair clearlie , than that zow do jiJi juftice f uc h 

that the haill world may declare zour innocence, whole 

and give teftimony forever of thair treafon tha*t 
has committed ( but fear of God or man ) fo cruel 
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much 

too 


and ungodlie a murther, quhairof there is fa meikk ill 
fpoken , that lam conftrainit to alk zow mercy , that 
neither can I or will I make thereheai fal thereof, which 
is owr odious. But alas! Madame, all over Burope 
this day there is na purpofe in head fa frequent as of 
zourMajeftie, and of the prefent ftate of zour realm, 
quhilk is in the mo ft part interpretit ftnifterly ” Keith. 
Pref. ix. 5. Elizabeth, as appears from Append. Vol. II. 
No. VI. urged the fame thing in ft tong terms. 
6. The circumftances of the cafe itfelf, no lefs than thefe 
folicitations and remo'nftrances, called for the utmoft 
vigor in her proceedings. Her hufband had been 
murdered in a cruel manner, almoft in her own pre- 
fence. Her fubjeds were filled with the utmoft horror 
at that crime. Booh well, one of her principal favorites, 
had been publicly accufed as the author of it. Re- 
fledions, extremely diflionorable to herfelf, had 
beerf thrown out. If indignation, and the love 
of juftice, did not prompt hef to purfue the mur- 
derers with ardor , decency , at leaft , and con- 
cern for vindicating her own charader, fliould 
have induced her to avoid any appearance of re- 
miffnefs or want of zeal. 

But inftead of this, Mary continued to difcover, 
in all her adions, the utmoft partiality towards 
Bothwell. On the 15th of February , five days after 
the murder, file bellowed on him the reverfion of 
the fuperiority of the town of Leith , which in the 
year 1565 fhe had mortgaged to the citizens of 
Edinburgh. This grant was of much importance, 
as it gave him not only the command of the prin- 
cipal port in the kingdom , but a great afcendant 
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over the citizens of Edinburgh, who wifhed much 
to keep pofleilion of it 2. Bothwell being ex- 

Copy fro :i the orient a! in the Charter - houfe of the city of 
Edinburgh of an Ajjignation to the reverfion of the fu peri- 
on ty of Ltith by Queen Mary , to the Ear! of Eotbrrel/. 
Maria Dei gratia Regina Scotorum, omnibus probis homi- 
nibus fuis ad quos praefente* liter* | ervenerinc fJutein. Sci- 
at:s , quod nos ad memoriain reducentes multiplex bonum ve- 
tum et fidele fervid nm , non tantum quondam noftrae chariffi- 
m* matri Mari* Regin* regni noftri pro tempore in noftra mi- 
noritate factum et impenfum , verum ctiam nobifmet iplis , tam 
intra paites Gaili* quam intra hoc noftrum regnum , ad e.xten- 
tionem noftri honoris et audoritatis in punitione furum , male- 
fadorum, et tranfgreff rum infra idem , per noftrum confifutn 
confanguineum et confilarium JaCobum comitem Bothuile, 
domir.um Hulis , Creighton et Liddifdale, magnum admiralluiu 
regni noftri, umimiftionem dt onerationem ad hunc effedura 
habentem, per quas ipfe fuum corpus et vitam in magno periculo 
pofuit; ac etiam, in perfurmatione etextentione noftri didifer- 
vitii , fuam hereditatem , fupra fummam viginti millium mcrca- 
rum hujus noftri regni, alienavit ac ladle; Kt nos cogitantes quod, 
ex noftra principal! honore et devoria dictum noftrum confifum 
confanguineum & confiliarium cum quodam accidence etgraticu- 
dine recompenfare et gratificare incumbit quas nos commode libi 
concedere poterimus , unde ipfe magis habilis omnibus affuturis 
temporibus efle poterit, et ad hujufmodi perforinandum in omni- 
bus caulis (eu eventibus : In rocompenfationem quorum prx- 
miftorum, ac pro divertis aliis noftris rationabilibus caulis et con- 
fiderationibus nos moventibus , Fecimus, &c. didum Jacobum 
comitem frothuile , &c. ac fuos hieredes mafculos quofeunque 
noftros legitimos , &c. aftignatos in et ad literas reverfionis fadas, 
&c. per Symonem Prefton de eodem , militum prjepofitum , 
balivos , confules , et communitatem hujus noftri burgi de 
Edinburgh, pro fcipfis ac fuis fucceftoribus , &c. nobis, roftnf. 
que hsredibus , fuccelforibus , et affignatis pro redemplione , 
&c. fuperioritatis totius vill* de Leith , iSc. impignorac* per 
nos.didis pra.’pofito, &c. fub reverliotte alienata: continentis 
ummam decern millium mercuriun mouet* piwfcripts r,u- 
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tremely defirous to obtain the command of thief 
caftle of Edinburgh , the Queen, in order to prevail 
on the Earl of Mar to furrender the.government of it, 
offered to commit the young Prince to hiscuftody. 
Mar confented ; and Hie inftantly appointed Both- 
well governor of the caftle. And. i. Pref. 64. Keith , 
379. note (d). 3 The inquiry into the murder, previous 
to Bothwell’s trial, feems to have been conduced 
with the utmoft remiflnefs. Buchanan exclaims loudly 
againftthis. And. ii. 24 Nor was it without reafon that 
he did fo, as is evident from a circumftance in the affi- 
davit of Thomas Nelfon , one of the King’s fervants , 
who was in the houfe when his mafter was murdered, 
and was dug up alive out of the rubbilh. Being exa- 
mined on the Monday after the King’s death , “ This 
deponar (hew that Bonkle had the key of the'cellare, 
and the Oueenis fervandis the keyis of her fiialmir. 
Qnhilk the Laird of Tillibardin hearing, faid , Hald 
thair, here is ane ground. Efter quhilk words fpo- 
kin, thai left of, and procedit na fartherin the inquifi- 
tion.” And. iv. p. 2. 167. Had there been any inten- 
tion to fearch into the bottom of the matter, a cir- 
cumftance of fo much importance merited the 
rood careful inquiry. 4. Notwithftanding Lenox’s 

merandum et calculandum in parochiali ecclefia de Edinburgh, 
fuper premonitione quadriginta dierum , ut moris eft, veluti 
in dictis reverfionis literis, &c. de data gvo Otfob 
&c. (.The reft is form , and contains a claufe of abfolute war- 
randice) In cuius kei Testimonium praefenribus magnum 
fig’llum noftrum apponi fecimus. Apud Edinburgh , deciroo 
quinto die mcniis Februarii , anno Domini millefimo quingen- 
tcfimo fexagefnno fexto, et regni noftri vicefimo quinto. 

The great feal entire. 

repeated 
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repeated folicitations, notwithftanding the reafon- 
ablencfs of his demands , and the neceffity of com- 
plying with them, in order to encourage any accufer 
to appear againft Bothwell, (he not only refufed to 
commit him to cuftody, or even to remove him from 
her prefence and councils; And. 1.42.48- but by the 
grants which we have mentioned, and by other cir- 
cumftances, difcovered an increafe of attachment to 
him. 5. She could not avoid bringing Bothwell to a 
public trial ; but (he permitted him to fit as a member 
in that meeting of the Privy Council which direded 
his own trial ; and the trial itfelf was carried on with 
fuch unneceffary precipitancy, and with fo many 
other fufpicious circumftances, as render his acquittal 
rather an argument of his guilt than a proof of his 
innocence. Thefc circumftances have all been men- 
tioned at length , Vol. II. p. 62, &c. and therefore are 
not repeated in this place. 6.Two days after the trial, 
Mary gave a public proof of her regard for Bothwell, 
by appointing him to carry the fceptre before her ac 
the meeting of Parliament. Keith, 378. 7. In that Par- 
liament, (he granted him a ratification of all the vaft 
poffeflionsand honors which (he had conferred upon 
him, in which was contained an ample enumeration 
of all the fervices he had performed. And. i. 117. 
8-Though Melvil, who forefaw that her attachment 
toBoth well would at length induce her to marry him, 
warned her of the infamy and danger which would 
attend that adion. (he not only disregarded this faiu- 
tary admonition, but difcovered what had paffed be- 
tween them to Bothwell, which expofed Melvil to 
his refentment. Melv. 156. 9. Bothwell foiz«d 

Vo L. III. K 
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Mary as fhe returned from Stirling, April 34. If he 
had done this without her knowledge and content, 
fuch an infult could not have failed to have filled her 
with the mod violentindignation. But according to 
the account, of an old MS. “ The friendly love was fo 
highly contracted between this great Princefs and her 
enormous fiibjed, that there was no end thereof ( for 
it was conftantly cfteemed by all men, that either of 
them loved other carnally), fo that (he fuffered pa- 
tiently to be led where the lover lift, and all the way 
neither made obftacle , impediment, clamor, or re- 
fiftance, as in fuch accidents ufe to be , or that (he 
might have done by her princely authority, being 
accompanied with the noble Earl of Huntly and Se- 
cretary Maitland of Lethington. ’’Keith, 383-Melvil, 
who was prefent, confirms this account, and tells us 
that the officer, by whom he was feized, informed him 
that nothing was done without the Queen’s confent. 
iyielv. 158. 10. On the 12th of May, afew days before 
ber marriage, Mary declared that file was then atfull 
liberty , and that though Bothwell had offended her 
by feizing her perfon, fhe was fo much fatisfied with 
his dutiful behaviour fince that time, and fo in« 
debted to him for paft fervices , that (he not only 
forgave that offence, but refolved to promote 
him to higher honors. And i. 87. 11. Even 

after the confederate nobles had driven Bothwell 
from the Queen’s prefence, and though fhe faw 
that he was confulered as the murderer of her 
former hufband by fo great a part of her fubjeds , 
her affedion did not in the leaft abate, and fhe 
continued to exprefs the. moft unalterable attach- 
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menttohim. “ lean perceive (fays Sir X. ,TJirok- 
morton) that the rigor with which the Queen is 
kept, proceedeth by order from thefe men, becaufe 
that the Queen will not by any means be induced to 
lend her authority to profecute the murderer; nor \vi(l 
not confent by any perfuafion to abandon the Lord 
Bothwell for her hufband, but avoweth conflantly 
that (be will liveand die with him ; and faith, that if it 
were put to her choice to rdmquilh her crown and 
kingdom, or the Lord Bothwell , fhe would leave her 
kingdom and dignity to go a fimple damfel with 
and that fhe will never confent that he fhall fafe worfe, 
or have more harm than herfelf. ” Append, to Vol II. 
No. IX. In all their negociations with Xhrok- 
morton, the Confederates mention this unalterable 
attachment of the Queen to Bothwell, as a fufficient 
reafonfor rejedinghis propofals of an accommodation 
with their Sovereign. Keith, 419. 449. This alTertion 
they renewed in the conferences at York. Anderf. iv. 
part ii. p. 66. Murray , in his interview with Mary in 
Lochlevin , charged her with perfiftingin her inordi- 
nate affedion to Bothwell. Keith, 446 All thefe, 
however, may be confidered merely as accufatipns 
brought by the Confederates, in order to vindicate 
their rigor towards the Queen. But Throkmorton, 
who , by his refidence in Edinburgh, and by his inter- 
courfe with the Queen’s partifans, as well as with her 
enemies, had many opportunities of difeover- 
ing whether or not Mary had exprelTed her- 
felf in fuch terms, and who was difpofed to view 
her adions in the moft favorable light, appears, 
by the paffage which I jrave quoted from his 
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letter of the 14th of July, to be perfuaded that the 
Confederates had not mifreprefented her fentiments. 
He had foon an opportunity of being confirmed with 
greater certainty in this opinion. Although the 
Confederates had refilled him accefs to the captive 
Queen , he found means of holding a fecret corref- 
pondence with her , and endeavoured to perfuade 
her to give her confent to have her marriage with 
Bothwell diffolved by a fentence of divorce , as the 
tttoft probable means of regaining her liberty. She 
JratA Ifen't me word that fhe will in no wife confent 
■unto thz(t, but rather die. Append, to Vol. II. No. 
IX. There is evidence of the continuance of 
Mary’s attachment ftill more explicit. Lord Herries , 
in the Parliament held the 15th of December 1567, 
acknowledged the Queen’s inordinate affe&ion to 
that wicked man , and thatfbe could not be induced 
by perfuafion to leave him; and that in fequeftering 
her Within Lochlevin , the Confederates had done 
the duty of noblemen. App. to Vol. II. No. XI. In 
the year 1571 a conference was held by fome deputies 
from a Convention of Clergy, with the Duke of 
Chatelherault, Secretary Maitland, Sir James Balfour, 
iand Kirkaldy; and an account of it written by 
Mr. Craig, one of the Minifters of Edinburgh , is 
extant in Calderwood MSS. Hift. ii. 244. In 
prefence of all thefe perfons, mod of whom were 
in Edinburgh when the Queen was taken at Car- 
berry , Maitland, who was now an avowed parti- 
fan of Mary , declares , that on the fame night (he 
was brought to Edinburgh , he himfelf had offered 
that if (he would abandon Bothwell, (he fliould 


Digitized by Google 



K. HENRY’S MURDER, & C ; 133 

have as thankful obedience as ever Hie had fince fhe 
came to Scotland. But no wife would fhe confent to 
leave Bothwell. According to Sir James Melvil, the 
Queen found means of writing a letter to Bothwell 
on the evening of that day when fhe was conducted 
as a prifoner to Edinburgh , in which (he declared her 
affeilion to him in the mod tender expreffions, and 
her refolution never to abandon him. This letter, 
he fays, was intercepted by the Confederates, and 
determined them to confine Mary in the caftle of 
Lochlevin. But as neither Buchanan nor Knox, both 
abundantly difpofed to avail themfelves of every fail 
and report that could be employed in order to 
reprefent Mary’s conduilas improper and criminal , 
mention this letter; and as the Confederates them* 
felves, in their ncgociations with Throkmorton, as 
well as in their accufations of the Queen before the 
Englifh Commiflioners at York and Weftminfter, 
maintain the fame filence with regard to it, I amfatis- 
fied that Melvil , who wrote his memoirs for the in- 
formation of his fon , in his old age, and long 
after the events which he records happened , has 
been miflaken with regard to this particular. 
From this long enumeration of circumftances , we 
may , without violence, draw the following con- 
clufion. Had Mary really been accefTary to the 
murder of her hufband; had Bothwell perpetrated 
the crime with her confent, or at her command; 
and had fhe intended to ftifle the evidence againfl 
him, and to prevent, the difeovery of his guilt, 
fhe could fcarcely have taken iny other fteps 
than tbofe which fhe took, nor could her conduit 
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have been more repugnant to all the maxims of 
prudence and of decency. 

1 he pofitive evidence produced againd Mary 
may be eluded under two heads. 

i. T he depofitions of fomeperfons who were em- 
ployed in committing the murder, particularly of 
Nicholas Hubert, who , in the writings of [hat age, is 
cajled French Paris. This perfon , who was Bothwell’s 
fervant , and much truded by him , was twice exami- 
ned , and the original of one ofhis depofitions , and a 
copy of the other, are flill extant, it is pretended that 
both thefe are notorious forgeries. But they are remar- 
kable for a fimplicity and naivete which it is almod im- 
poffible to imitate; they abound with a number of 
minute fads and particularities , which the mod dex- 
terous forger could not have eafily affembled and con* 
neded together with any appearance of probability ; 
and they are filled wich circumdances , which can 
fcarcely be fuppofed to have entered the imagination 
of any man but one of Paris’s rank and charader. But, 
at the fame time, it mud be acknowledged , that his 
depofitions contain feme improbable circumdances. 
He feems to have been afoolilli talkative fellow ; the 
fear of death , the violence of torture , and the defire of 
pleafing thofe in whoTe power he was, tempted him , 
perhaps, to feign fome -circumdances , and to exag- 
gerate others. To fay that fome circumdances 
in an affidavit are improbable or falle, is very 
different from faying that the whole is forged. 
I fufped the former to be the cafe here; but I fee 
no appearance of the latter. Be that as it will, 
fome of the mod material fads iti Paris’s affida- 
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vits reft upon his Tingle teftimony ; and for that 
reafon, 1 have not in the Hfftory , nor fhaH I in this 
place , lay any ftrefs upon them. 

2. The letters faid to be written by Mary to 
Bothwell. Thefe have been frequently published. 
The accident by which the Queen’s enemies got 
them into their poffeffion , is related Vol. It 95- 
When the authenticity of any ancient paper is du- 
bious or contefted, it may be afcertained' either 
by external or internal evidence. Both thefe have 
been produced in the prefent cafe. 

I. External proofs of the genuinenefs of Mary’s let- 
ters. 1. Murray , and the nobles who adhered to him , 
affirm upon their word and honor, that the letters 
were written with the Queen’s own hand, with which 
they wer.e well acquainted. Good ii. 64 92. 2. The 
letters were publicly produced in the parliament of 
Scotland , December 1 567 ; and were fo far confidered 
as genuine , that they are mentioned in the a<ft againft 
Mary, as, one chief argument of her guilt. Good. ii. 
66 , 67. 3. They were (howti privately to the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Earl of SulFex, and Sir Ralph Sadler t 
Elizabeth’s commiffioners at York In the account 
which they give of this matter to their miftrefs , they 
feem to confider the lettersas genuine , and exprefs no 
fufpicion of any forgery ; they particularly obferve, 
“that the matter contained in them is fuchthatit 
could hardly be invented and devifedby any other 
than herfelf; for that they difcourfe of fome things;, 
which were unknown to any other than to herfelf and 
Bothwell ; and as it is hard to counterfeit fo many , 
fo the matter of them , and the manner how thefe 
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men came by them, is fucb, as it feemeth that 
God , in whole fight murder and bloodfhed of the 
innocent is abominable, would not permit the 
fame to be bid or concealed.” Good ii. 142. They 
feem to have made fuch an impreffion on the Duke 
of Norfolk , that in a fubfequent letter to Pembroke , 
Leicefter, and Cecil, he has thefe words : “ If the 
matter (ball be thought as deteftable andmanifefl to 
you , as for ought we can perceive it feemeth here to 
us.,” Good. ii. 154. Nor did Norfolk declare thefe to 
be his fentiments only in public official letters , he 
exprefled himfvlf in the fame manner to hi6 moft confi- 
dential friends. In a fecret conference with the 
Bifhop of Rofsat York, the Duke informed him, 
.that he had feen the letters , &c. which the Re- 
gent had to produce againfl the Queen, whereby 
there would be fuch matter proved ag'ainfl her, 
as would difhonor her for ever. State-Trials, 
Edition of Hargrave, i. 91. Murdin, 52. The 
Bifhop of Rofs, if he had known the letters to be 
a notorious forgery , mufl have been naturally led , 
in confequence of this declaration, to undeceive 
the Duke, and to expofe the impoflure. But, 
inflead of this, the Duke and be and Lethington, 
pfter confulting together, agreed, that the Bifhop 
fhould write to Mary , then at Bolton , and in- 
firudl her to make fucb a propofal to Elizabeth as 
might prevent the public produ&ion of the letters 
and other evideijcs. State-Trials , i. 94. Murdin , 45. 
Indeed, the whole of this ferret conference feems 
to imply, that Lethington, Rofs, and Norfolk, 
were confeious of fome defeft in Marys caufe , 


Digitized by Google 



K. HENRY’S MURDER, &c. 


and therefore exerted all their ingenuity in order 
to avoid a public accufation. Murdin , 52 , 53. To 
Banider, whom the Duke feems to have truded 
more entirely than any other of his fervants , he 
exprefled himfelf in fimilar terms with refped to the 
Queen of Scots. State-Trials, i. 98. The words of 
Banider’s evidence are remarkable : “ 1 confefs that I, 
waiting of my Lord and Mailer, when the Earl of 
SulTex and Mr. Chancellor of the Dutchy that now 
is, were in commiflion at York, did hear his Grace 
fay , that upon examination of the matter of the 
murder, it did appear that the Queen of Scots was 
guilty and privy to the murder of Lord Darnly, 
whereby I verily thought that his Grace would 
never join in marriage with her. Murdin, 134. Eliza- 
beth , in her indrudions to the Earl of Shrewfbury 
and Beale in 1583, aflerts, that both the Duke and 
Earl of Arundel did declare to herfelf, that the 
proof, by the view of her letters, did fall outfuffi- 
cient againd the Queen of Scots; however, they 
were after drawn to cover her faults and pro- 
nounce her innocency. MS. Advoc. Library. 
A. iii. 28. p. 314. from Cot Lib. Calig. 9. 
4. A fimilar impreflion was made upon other con- 
temporaries of Mary by the produdion of the 
letters, which implies a full belief of their being 
genuine. Cecil , in his correfpondence with Sir 
Henry Norris, the Englilh Ambaffador in France, 
relates this tranfadion in terms which leave no 
room to doubt with refped to his own private 
opinion. In his letter , Decern. 14th, 1568, the 
Very day on which the letters , &c. were laid 
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before the meeting of Privy Counfellors and Peers , 
he informs him , “ that the Regent was driven, for 
his defence , to difclofe a full fardel of the naughty 
matter, tending to convince the Queen as devifer 
of the murther, and the Earl of Bothwell as her 
executour ; and now the Queen’s party , fo great , 
refufe to make any anfwer, and prefs that their 
Miftrefs may come in perfon to anfwer the matter 
herfelf; before the Queen’s Majefty , which is 
thought not lit to be granted until the great blot of 
the marriage with her hufband’s murtherer, and the ' 
evident charges , by letters of her own , to be devifer 
of the murther , be fome what razed out or recovered ; 
for that as the matters are exhibited again!! her, it is 
far unfeemly for any Prince , or for chafte ears, to be 
annoyed with the filthy noife thereof ; and yet, as 
being a Commilfioner, I mufl and will forbear to 
pronounce any thing herein certainly, though as a 
private perfon I cannot but with horror and trem- 
bling think thereof.” Cabala , 156. 5. From the cor- 
refpondence of Bowes, the Englifh Kefident in Scot- 
land, with Walfmgham in the year 1582, pub- 
Jifhed towards the clofe of this Differtation , it 
is manifeft that both in England and Scotland , 
both by Elizabeth and James, both by the Duke 
of Lenox and Earl of Gowrie , the letters were 
deemed to be genuine. The eagernefs , on one 
fide to obtain , and on the other to keep pof» 
felTion of the calket and letters, implies that this 
■was the belief of both. Thefe fentiments of 
contemporaries, who were in a fituation to be 
thoroughly informed , and who had abilities to 
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judge with difcernment, will, in the opinion of 
many of my readers, far outweigh theories, fup- 
pofitions, and conjectures, formed at the diftance 
of two centuries. 6.The letters were fubje&ed to 
a foleron and judicial examination with refpeCt to 
their authenticity , as far as that could be afcertained 
by refemblance of character and falhiou of writing: 
For after the conferences at York and YVeftminfter 
were finifhed , Elizabeth, as I have related, alfem- 
bled her Privy Counfellors, and, joining to them 
feveral of the mod eminent noblemen in her king- 
dom , laid before them all the proceedings againft 
the Scottilh Queen , and particularly ordered, that 
“ the letters and writings exhibited by the Regent, 
as the Queen of Scots letters and writings, Ihould 
alfo be fhewed , and conference ( i e. comparifon ) 
thereof made in their fight, with the letters of 
the faid Queen’s , being extant , and heretofore 
written with her own hand , and fent to the 
Queen’s majefty; whereby may be fearched and 
examined what ditference is betwixt them. ” Good, 
ii. 252. They afiembled accordingly, at Hamp- 
ton Court, December 14 and 15, 1568; and, 
“ The originals of the letters fuppofed to be writ- 
ten with the Queen of Scots’ own hand, were then 
elfo prefently produced and perufed ; and being 
read, were duly conferred and compared, for the 
'manner of writing, and falhion of orthography, 
with fundry other letters long fince heretofore 
written , and fent by the faid Queen of Scots to the 
Queen’s Majefly. In collation whereof no differ- 
ence was found. ” Good. ii. 256. 7. Mary having 



Mo DISSERTATION ON 


written an apologetical letter for her condudl to yhe 
Countefs of Lenox, July io , 1570 *, fhe tranf- 
niitted it to her hufband then in Scotland ; and 
lie returned to the Countefs the following anfwer: 

* Mary’s letter has never been publifhed , and ought to have a 
place here, where evidence on all Tides is fairly produced. 
“ Madam, if the wrang and falfe reportis of rebellis, enemies weill 
knawin for traitouris to zow, and alace to much e trufted of me by 
zoure advice, had not fo far fturred you agains my innocency , 
( and I muft fay aganis all kyndnefs, that zow have not onelie as it 
were condempnit me wrangfullie, bot fo hated me, as fome wordis 
and opene deideis be* teftifeit to all the warlde, a many fed 
miflyking in zow aganis zowrawnblude) Iwold not have omittit 
thus lang my dewtie in wryting to zow excufing me of thofe 
untrew reporties made of me. But hoping with Godis grace and 
tyme to have my innocency knawin to zow, as l truft it is already 
to the maift pairt of all indifferent perfonis , I thocht it beft not to 
trouble zow for a tyme till that fuch a matter is moved that tuichi* 
us bayth , quhilk is the tranfporting zoure littil fon, and my 
onelie child in this countrey. To the quhilk albeit I be never fa 
willing , I wald be glaid to have zoure advyfe therein , as in all 
uther thingis tuiching him. I have born him, and God knawis with 
qubat danger to him and me boith ; and of zow he is defcendit So 
I moane not to forzet my dewtie to zow, in fchewin herein any 
unkyndnefs to zow , how unkyndlie that ever ze have delt with 
me , bot will love zow as my awnt , and refperft zow as my moder 
inlaw. And gif ye pies to knaw farther of mymyndinthatandall 
uther thingis betwixt us, my ambaifador the bilhop of Rofs fall 
be ready to confer with zow. And fo after my hairtlie commenda- 
tionis, remitting me to my faide amba(Tador,and zour better con- 
fideratiouH, I commit zow to the prote&ion of Almighty God, 
quhom I pray to preferve zow and my brother Charles , and cau? 
; zow to knaw my pairt better nor ze do. From Chatifworth this x 

* of July i? 70. 

, To my Ladie Lenox SToure natural gude Nice 

my moder m law and iorynge dochter. ” 

* 
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** Seeing you have remittit to me , to anfwer the 
Queen , the King’s mother’s letters fent to you , what 
can I fay but that I do not marvell to fee hir writ the 
bed can for hirfelf , to feame to purge her of that , 
quhairof many befyde me are certainly perfuadit of 
the contrary, and I not only aflurit by my awin 
knawledge , but by her hand writ , the confeffionis of 
men gone to the death, and uther infaillibil experience. 
It wull be lange tyme that is hable to put a mattir fo 
notorius in oblivioun, to male black quhyte, or in- 
nocency to appear quhair the contrary is fa weill 
knawin. The maift indifferent , I truft , doubtis not 
of the equite of zour and ray caufe , and of the juft 
occafioun of our miflyking. Hir richt dewtie to zow 
and me, being the parteis intereft, were hir trew con- 
feffioun and unfeyned repentance of that lamentable 
fatfl , odious for hir to be reportit , and forrowfull for 
us to think of. God is juft, and will not in the end 
be abufed ; but as he has manifefted the trewth , fo will 
he puneife the inquity. ” Lenox's Orig. Regijl. of Let- 
ters. In their public papers , the Queen’s enemies may 
be fufpedled of advancing what would be moft 
fubfervient to their caufe; not what was agree- 
able to truth, or what flowed from their pwn 
inward convi&ion. But in a private letter to 
his own wife , Lenox had no occafion to dif- 
femble ; and it is plain, that he not only thought 
the Queen guilty, but believed the authenticity 
of her letters to Bothwell. 8 - In oppofttion to 
all thefe reafons for believing the letters , &c. to 
be authentic, the condutft of the Nobles confe. 
derated againft Mary , in not producing them 
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dire&ly as evidence againft her, has been reprefent- 
ed as an irrefragable proof of their being forged. 
According to the account of the Confederates them- 
felves, the cafket containing the letters was feized 
by them on the twentieth of June one thoufand five 
hundred and fixty-feven; but the firft time that they 
were judicially ftated as evidence againft the Queen 
was in a meeting of the Regent’s Privy Council , De- 
cember fourth, and they afterwards ferved as the 
foundation of the aifls made againft her in the Parlia- 
ment, held on the fifteenth of the fame month. Ifthe 
letters had been genuine, it is contended , that the ob- 
taining poffeflion of them mull have afforded fuch 
matterof triumph to the Confederates, that they would 
inftantly have proclaimed it to the whole world; and in 
their negociations with the Englilh and French IVlinif- 
ters, or with fuch of their fcllow-fubjedls as condemn- 
ed their proceedings, they would have filenced , at 
once, every Advocate for the Queen, by exhibiting 
this convincing proof of her guilt. But in this rea- 
foning fufficient attention is not paid to the delicate 
and perilous fituation of the Confederates at that junc- 
ture. They had taken arms aeainft their Sovereign, 
bad feized her perfon at Carberry-hill, and had con- 
fined her a prifoner in Lochlevin. A confiderable 
number, however, of their fellow-fubjetfls. headed by 
fome of the moft powerful noblemen in the king- 
dom was combined againft them. This combi- 
nation , they foon perceived, they could not hope 
to break or to vanquifh without aid either from 
France or England. In the former kingdom , 
Mary’s uncles the Duke of Guife and Cardinal 
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of Lorrain were, at that period, all powerful, and 
the King himfelf was devotedly attached to her. If 
the Confederates confined their views to the diffo- 
lution of the marriage of the Queen with Bothwell, 
and to the exclufion of him for ever from her prefence, 
they might hope, perhaps, to be countenanced by 
Charles IX. and his Miniders, who had fentnn envoy 
into Scotland of pnrpole to diffuade Mary from that 
illfated match; Append, to Vol. II. No. IX. 'whereas 
the loading her publicly with the imputation of be- 
ing accefiory to the murder of her hufband, 
would be deemed fuch an inexpiable crime by 
the court of France, as mud cut off every hope 
of countenance or aid from that quarter. From 
England, with which the principal Confederates 
had been long and intimately conneded , they 
had many reafons to exped more effedual fup- 
port; but, to their adonilhment, Elizabeth con- 
demned their proceedings with afperity, warmly 
efpoufed the caufe of the captive Queen , and 
was extremely folicitous to obtain her releafe 
and redoration. Nor was this one of the arti- 
fices which Elizabeth often employed in her 
tranfadions with Scotland. Though her mod fa- 
gacious Miniders confidered it as the wifed po- 
licy to fupport the confederate Lords rather than 
the Queen of Scots , Elizabeth difregarded their 
, counfel \ Her high notions of royal authority, 

' * This was the opinion of Throkmorton , as appears from 
an extrad of his letter of July nth, publifiied in the Append, 
to Vol. 11. No. IX. The fame were the fentimentSof Cecil, in 
his letter of Aug. 19 th, 1567, to Sir Henry Norris, Eliza; 
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and of the fubmifllon due by fubjedb, induced her, 
on this occafion , to exert herfelf in behalf of Mary , 
not only with fincerity but with zeal ; fhe negociated, 
lhe folicited, fhe threatened. Finding the Confede- 
rates inflexible, fhe endeavoured to procure Mary’s 
releafe by means of that party in Scotland which 
continued faithful to her, and inftrutfted Throk- 
xnorton to correfpond with the leaders of it , and to 
tnake overtures to that effed. Keith. 451. App. No. 
X- She even went fo far as to dired her Ambafifador 
at Paris , to concert meafures with theFrench King 
how they, by their joint efforts , might perfuade or 
compel the Scots to “acknowledge the Queen her 
good After to be their Sovereign Lady, and Queen, 
and renounce their obedience to her fon ” Keith. 462 , 
3, 4. From all thefe circumftances, the Confederates 
had every reafon to apprehend that Mary would foon 
obtain liberty , and by fome accommodation be ref- 
tored to the whole , or at leaft to a conflderable porti- 
on of her authority as Sovereign. In that event they 
forefaw, that if they fhould venture to accufe her pub- 
licly of a crime fo atrocious as the murder of her huf- 
band , the y muft not onlybe excluded for ever from 

beth’s Ambaffador to France , “ You fhall perceive, fays he, 
by the Queen’s letter to you, at this prefent, how earneftly 
fhe is bent in favor of the Queen of Scots, and truly fince 
* the beginning lhe hath been greatly offended with the Lords; 
and, howfoever her Majefty might make her profit by bear- 
ing with the Lords in this adtion , yet no counfel can ftay her 
^Majefty from manifefting her mifliking of them.” Cabala, 
140. And in his letter of Sept. ;d. “ The Queen’s Majefty, our 
Sovereign, remained! ftill offended with the Lords for the Queen; 
the example moved* her." lb. 141. Digges Comp. Amb. 14. 

power 
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power and favor , but from any hope of perfonal 
fafety. On this account they long confined them- 
felves to that which was originally declared to be 
the reafon of their taking arms ; the avenging the 
King’s death , the diffolving the marriage with Both- 
well, the infli&ing on him condign punifhment , or 
banifhing him for ever from the Queen’s prefence. 
It appears from the letters of Throkmorton , pub- 
lifhed by Bilhop Keith, and in my Appendix, that 
his fagacity early difcovered that this would be the 
tenor of their condudt ; in his letter from Edinburgh , 
dated July 14th , he obferves that “ they do not 
forget their own peril conjoined with the danger of 
the Prince, but as far as I perceive, they intend not 
to touch the Queen either in furety or in honor; for 
they fpeak of her with refped: and reverence, and 
do affirm, as I do learn , that, the condition afore- 
faid accomplifhed , ( i. e. thefeparation from Both- 
well) they will both put her to liberty, and reftore 
her to her eftate.” Vol. III. p. "247. His letter of 
Auguft 2id , contains a declaration made to him by 
Lethington, in name and in prefence of his aflociates, 
“that they never meant harm neither to the Queen’s 
perfon nor to her honor— that they have been con- 
tented hitherto to be condemned, as it Were, of all 
Princes, ftrangers, and, namely, of theQueen of Eng- 
land , being charged of grievous and infamous titles , 
as to be noted rebels, traitors, feditious, ingrate 
and cruel, all which they fuffer and bear upon 
their backs, becaufe they will not juftify them- 
felves, nor proceed in any thing that may touch 
their Sovereign’s honor. But in cafe they be 
Vol. III. ' L 
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with thefe defamations continually oppreffed, or 
with the force, aid , and practices of other Princes, 
and namely of the Queen of England , put in danger , 
or to an extremity, they fhall be compelled to deal 
otherwife with the Oueen than they intend , or than 
they defire; for, added he, you may be fure we will 
not lofe our lives, have our lands forfeited, and be 
reputed rebels through the world , feeing we have the 
means to juflify ourfelves. ” Keith, 448. From this 
view of the flippery ground on which they flood at 
that time, their condud in not producing the letters 
for feveral months, appears not only to have been 
prudent but effential to their own fafety. 

But, at a fubfequent period, when the Confe- 
derates found it neceffary to have the form of govern- 
ment, which they had eftablifhed, confirmed by au- 
thority of Parliament , a different mode of proceeding 
became requifite. All that had hitherto been done 
with refped to the Queen’s difmiflion , the featingthe 
young King upon the throne , and the appointmentof 
a Regent, was in reality nothing more than the deed 
of private men. It required fome exhibition offome 
legal evidence to procure a conflitutional ad giving 
the fandion of its approbation to fucb violent 
meafures , and to obtain “ a perfed law and fecurity 
for all them that either by deed , counfel, or fub- 
feription, had entered into that catife fince thebe- 
ginning.” Haynes, 453. This prevailed with the 
Regent and his fecret counfel , after long delibe- 
ration to agree to produce all the evidence of 
which they were polfelfed ; and upon that pro- 
duction Parliament palled the ads which \y ttt 
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required. Such a change had happened in the Rate of 
the kingdom as induced the Confederates to venture 
upon this change in their condudl. In June, a powerful 
combination was forming againfl: them, under the 
leading'of the Hamiltons. In December, that combi- 
nation was broken; moll of the members of it had 
acknowledged the King as their lawful Sovereign , 
and had fubmitted to the Regent’s government. Hun- 
tly , Argyll , Herries , the mod powerful noblemen of 
that party, were prefent in the Parliament , and con- 
curred in all its ads. Edinburgh , Dunbar, Dunbar- 
ton, and all the chief llrong holds in the kingdom , 
were now in the hands of the Regent ; the arms of 
France had full occupation in its civil war with the 
Hugonots. The ardor of Elizabeth’s zeal in behalf of 
the captive Queen feems to have abated. A llep that 
would have been followed with ruin to the Confede- 
rates in June, was attended with little danger in De- 
cember. From this long dedudioh it appears , that no 
proof of the letters being forged can be drawn from 
the circumftance of their not having been produced 
immediately after the twentieth of June ; but though 
no public accufation wasbrought inftantly againfl the 
Queen, in confequence of feizingthecafket, hints were 
given by the Confederates, that they poflefled evi- 
dence fufficient to convict her. This is plainly implied 
in a letter of I hrokmorton , July 2 1 ft , Keith, Pref. p. 
'Xii. and more clearly in the pallage which 1 have quot- 
ed from his letter of Augufl 22. In his letter of July 25, 
thepapers contained in thecafketare Hill more plainly 
pointed out. “ They (i. e. the Confederates) fay, 
that they have as apparent proof againfl her 
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as may be , as well by the teftimony of her own hand- 
writing, which they have recovered, as alfo by 
fufficient witneffes.” Keith, 426. 

II. With regard to the internal proofs of the genu- 
inenefsof the Queen’s letters to Bothwell, we may ob- 
ferve, 1. That whenever a paper is forged with a par- 
ticular intention , the eagernefs of the forger to eftab- 
lifli the point in view, his folicitude to cut off all 
doubts and cavils, and to avoid any appearance of 
uncertainty, always prompt him to ufe expreflions 
the moll explicit and full to his purpofe. The paflages 
foifted into ancient authors by Heretics indifferent 
ages; the legendary miracles of the Romilh faints ; the 
fuppofititious deeds in their own favor produced by 
monafteries ; the falfe charters of homage mentioned , 
Vol. I. p. 13. are fo many proofs of this aflertion. No 
maxim feems to be more certain than this , that a for- 
ger is often apt to prove too much , butfeldom falls 
into the error of proving too little. The point which 
the Queen’s enemies had to eftablilh , was , “ that as 
the Earl of Bothwell was chief executor of the horrible 
and unworthy murder perpetrated , &c. fo was fhe of 
the foreknowledge, counfel, device , perfuader, and 
commander of the faid murder to be done.” Good. ii. 
207. But of this there are only imperfedl hints , obfeure 
intimations, and dark expreffions in the letters, which, 
however convincing evidence they might furnilh.if 
found in real letters, bear no refemblance to that glare 
and fuperfluity of evidence which forgeries comraoiv 
ly contain. All the advocates for Mary’s innocence 
in her own age, contend that there is nothing in the 
letters which can ferve as a proof of her guilt. Lefly , 
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Blackwood, Turner, &c. abound with paflages to this 
purpofe; norarethefentimentsofthofe in theprefent 
age different. “Yet ftill it might have been expect- 
ed (fays herlatefi defender) that fome one or other 
of the points or articles of the accufation fhould be 
made out clearly by the proof. But nothing of that is 
to be feen in the prefentcafc. There is nothing in the 
letters that could plainly fhow the writer to have been 
in the foreknowledge , counfel , or device of any mur- 
der , far lefs to have perfuaded or commanded it ; and 
as little is there about maintaining or juftifying any 
murderers.” Good. i. 76. How ill advifed were Mary’s 
adverfaries , to contrad'fo much guilt , and to pradife 
fo many artifices , in order to forge letters , which are 
fo ill contrived for efiablifhing the conclufion they 
had in view ? Had they been fo bafe as to have re- 
courfeto forgery is it not natural to think that they 
would have produced fomething more explicit and 
decifive?It is almoft impoffible to invent a long nar- 
ration of fiditious events, confiding of various mi- 
nute particulars, and to conned: thefe in fuch a manner 
with real fads , that no mark of fraud (hall appear For 
this reafon, fkilful forgers avoid any long detail of 
circumRances , efpecially of foreign and fuperfluous 
ones, well knowing that the more thefe are multi- 
plied , the more are the chances of detedion increafed. 
Now Mary’s letters, efpecially the firR, arc filled with 
a multiplicity of circumRances , extremely natural in 
a real correfpondence , but altogether foreign to the 
purpofe of the Queen’s enemies , and which it 
would have been extreme folly to have inferred, 
if,t?iey had been altogether imaginary, and with- 
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out foundation. 3. The truth and reality of feveral 
circumftances in the letters, and thefe, too, of no 
very public nature, arc confirmed by undoubted 
collateral evidence. Lett. 1. Good. ii. p. 1. The 
Queen is faid to have met one of Lenox’s gentle- 
men , and to have had fome converfation with him. 
Thomas Crawford, who was the perfon, appeared 
before Elizabeth’s commiffioners, and confirmed, 
upon oath , the truth of this circumftance - . He likewife 
declared , that during the Queen’s ftay at Glafgow , 
the King repeated to him , every night, whatever had 
paffed through the day, between her Majefty and 
him; and that the account given of thefe converfa- 
tions in the firft letter, is nearly the fame with what the 
King communicated to him. Good. ii. 245. Accord- 
ing to the fame letter there was much difcourfc be- 
tween the King and Queen concerning IVlynto, Hie- 
gait, and Walcar. Good. ii. 8. 10, 11. What this 
might be , was altogether unknown , until a letter of 
Mary’s, preferved in the Scottifh college at Paris, and 
publifhed, Keith, Pref. vii. difcovcrcd it to bean affair 
of fo much importance as merited all the attention flie 
paid to it at that time. It appears by a letter from the 
French ambaflador, that Mary was fubjed to a vio- 
lent pain in her fide. Keith , ibid. This circumftance 
is mentioned, Lett. (. p. 30. in a manner fo natural as 
can fcarcely belong to any but a genuine produdion. 
If we fhall ftill think it probable to fuppofe that fo 
many real circumflances were artfully introduced 
into the letters by the forgers , in order to give an air 
of authenticity to their produdion; it will hardly 
be poflible to hold the fame opinion concernfcg 
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the following particular. Before the Queen began her 
firft letter to Bothwell , Hie , as ufual among thrfe 
who write long letters containing a variety of fub- 
jetfts , made notes or memorandums of the particulars fhe 
wifhetl to remember; but as fhe fat up writing during 
a great part of the night, and after her attendants 
wereafleep, her paper failed her , and fhe continued 
her letter upon the fame fhcet on which fhe had for- 
merly made her memorandums. This fhe herfelf takes 
notice of, and makesan apology for it : “ It is late; 
I defire never to ceafe* from writing unto you , yet 
now, after the killing of your hands , I will end my 
letter. Excufe my evil writing, and read it twice over. 
Excufe that thing that is fcriblit , for I had na paper 
2efterday, quhen I wrait that of the memorial. 
Good. ii. 28. Thefe memorandums Hill appear in the 
middle of the letter; and what we have faid feems 
naturally to account for the manner how they might 
find their way into a real letter. It is fcarce to be fup- 
pofed, however, that any forger would think of 
placing memorandums in the middle of a letter, where, 
at firft light, they make fo abfurd and fo unnatural an 
appearance. But if any fhall Hill carry their refinement 
fo far , as to fuppofe that the forgers were fo artful as 
to throw in this circumftance , in order to preferve 
the appearance of genuinenefs,they muftatleafl allow 
that the Queen’s enemies, who employed thefe 
forgers, could not be ignorant of the defign and 
meaning of thefe fhort notes and memorandums ; 
but we find them miftaking them fo far as to ima- 
gine that they were the cretht if the bearer , i. e. 
points concerning which the Queen had given him 
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verbal inftruftions. Good. ii. 152. This they cannot 
poffibly be , for the Queen herfelf writes with fo much 
exactnefs concerning the different points in the me. 
morandums , that there was no need of giving any 
credit or inftrudtions to the bearer concerning them. 
The memorandums are indeed the contents of the 
letter 5. Mary , mentioning her converfation with 
the King, about the affair of Mynto , Hiegait, &c. 
fays , “ The morne ( i. e. to-morrow ) I will fpeik to 
him upon that point; ” and then adds , “As to the reft 
of Wille Hiegait’s , he confeflit it; but it was the 
morne ( i. e the morning ) after my coming or he did 
it. ” Good. ii. 9. This addition , which could not have 
been made till after the converfation happened , feems 
either to have been inferted by the Queen into the 
body of the letter, or, perhaps, fhe having written 
it on the margin , it was taken thence into the text. If 
we fuppofe the letter to be a real one , and written at 
different times, as it plainly bears, this circumftance 
appears to be very natural ; but no reafon could have 
induced a forger to have ventured upon fuch an 
anachronifm , for which there was no neceffity. An 
addition perfe&ly fimilar to this made to a genuine 
paper, may be found. Good. ii. 282. 

But, on the other hand, Mary herfelf, and the 
advocates for her innocence have contended, that 
thefe letters were forged by her enemies , on pur- 
pofe to blaft her reputation, and to juftify their 
own rebellion. It is not neceffary to take notice 
of the arguments which were produced , in her 
own age, in fupport of this opinion; the obfer- 
vations which we have already made , contain a 
full reply to them. An author , who has inquired 
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into the affairs of that period with great induftry, and 
■who hasacquired much knowledge of them , has pub- 
lifhed (as he affirms) a demonllration of the forgery 
of Mary’s letters. This demonllration he founds upon 
evidence both internal and external. With regard to 
the former, he obferves, that the French copy of the 
Queen’s letters is plainly a tranflation of Buchanan’s 
Latin copy ; which Latin copy is only a tranflation of 
the Scottifh copy ; and , by confequence , the affertion 
of the Queen’s enemies, that file wrote them originally 
in French, is altogether groundlefs, and the whole 
letters are grofs forgeries. He accounts for this ftrange 
fucceflion of tranflations, by fuppofing that when the 
J forgery was projeded , no perfon could be found ca- 
pable of writing originally in the French language let- 
ters which would pafs for the Queen’s ; for that reafon 
they were firft compofed in Scottifh ; but unluckily the 
French interpreter, as he conjedures, did not under- 
fland that language; and therefore Buchanan tranf- 
lated them into Latin , and from his Latin they were 
rendered into French. Good. i. 79, 80. 

It is hardly neceflary to obferve, that no proof 
whatever is produced of any of thefe fuppofitions. 
The manners of the Scots, in that age, when almoft 
every man of rank fpent a part of his youth in France , 
and the intercourfe between the two nations was 
great, render it altogether improbable that fo many 
complicated operations fiiould be neceffary in order 
to procure a few letters to be written in the French 
language. 

But without infilling farther on this, we may 
obferve, that all this author’s premifes may be 
granted, and yet his conclufion will not follow. 
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unlefs he likevvife prove that the French letters, as 
we now have them, are a true copy of thofe which 
were produced by Murray and his party in the Scot- 
tifh Parliament, and at York and Weftminfter. Rut 
this hC has not attempted ; and if we attend to the 
hiftory of the letters , fuch an attempt , it is obvious, 
muff have been unfuccefsful. The letters were firft 
publifhed at the end of Buchanan’s Detcthon. The firft 
edition of this treatife was in Latin, in which language 
three of the Queen’s letters were fubjoined to it; this 
Latin edition was printed A. D. 1571. Soon after, a 
Scottifhjranflation of it was publifhed, and at the end 
of it were printed, likewife in Scottifh , the three let- 
ters which had formerly appeared inJLatin, and five 
other letters in Scottifh , which were not in the Latin 
edition. Next appeared a French tranflation of the 
Detetflion , and of feven of the letters; this bears to 
have been printed at Edinburgh by Thomas Waltem, 
3572. The name of the place, as well as the printer , 
is allowed by all parties to be a manifeftimpofture. 
Our author, from obferving the day of the month, 
from which the printing is faid to have been finifhed, 
has afferted that this edition was printed at Lon- 
don; but no ftrefs can be laid upon a date found 
inabook, where every other circumftance with re- 
gard to the printing is allowed to be falfe. Black- 
wood , who (next to Lefly ) was the beft informed 
of all Mary’s advocates in that age , affirms that 
the French edition of the Detection was publifhed 
in France; “11 (Buchanan) a depuis adjoufte a 
cefte declamation un petit libelle du pretendu 
mariage du Due de Norfolk , et de la facon de fon 
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proces, ct la tout envoye aux freres a la Rochelle, 
lefquels voyant qu’il pouvoit fervir a la caufe. 
Tout tradurt en Francois, et iceluy fut imprime a 
Edinbourg, c’efl a dire, a la Rochelle, par Thomas 
Waltem, nom apofle et fait a plaifir. Martyre de 
Marie. Jebb. ii. 256.” The author of the Innocence de 
Marie goes farther, and names the French tranflator of 
the Detedion. “ Ft icelui premierement compofe 
(comme il femble) par George Ruchanan EfcofToys, et 
depuis traduit en langue Frantjoife par un Hugonot, 
Poitevin (advocat de vocation) Camuz, foy difant 
gentilhomme , et un de plus remarquez feditieuz de 
F ranee. Jcbb, i. 425. 443.” The concurring teflimony 
of two contemporary authors , whofe refidence in 
France afforded them fufficienc means of information, 
muff outweigh a flight conjedure 1 his h rench trans« 
latordoesnot pretend to publifh the original French 
letters as written by the Queen herfelf; heexprefidy 
declares that he tranflated them from the Latin. Good, 
i. 103. Had our author attended to all thefe circum- 
• fiances, he might have faved himfelf the labor of fo 
many criticifms to prove that the prefent French 
copy of the letters is a tranflation from the Latin. 
The French editor himfelf acknowledges it, and, 
fo far as I know, no perfon ever denied it. 

We may obferve that the French tranflator 
was fo ignorant, as to affirm that Mary had written 
thefe letters, partly in French, partly in Scottifh, 
Good. i. 103. Had this tranflation been pub- 
lifhed at London by Cecil, or had it been made 
by his direction, fo grofs an error would not have 
been admitted into it. This error, however, was ' 



1 56 DISSERTATION ON 


owing to an odd circumllance. In the Scottifh 
tranflation of the Detection , two or three fen- 
tences of the original French were prefixed to each 
letter, which breaking off with an &c. the Scottifh 
tranflation of the whole letter followed. This method 
of printing tranflations was not uncommon in that 
age. The French editor obferving this, foolilhly 
concluded that the letters had been written partly 
in French, partly in Scottilh. 

If we carefully confider thofe few French fentences 
of each letter, which ftill remain, and apply to them 
that fpecies of criticifm, by which our author has 
examined the whole, a clear proof will arife, that 
there was a French copy not tranflated from the Latin, 
but which was itfelf the original from which both the 
Latin and Scottilh have been tranflated. This minute 
criticifm mull neceflarily be difagreeable to many 
readers; but luckily a few fentences only are to be 
examined , which will render it extremely Ihort. 

In the firft letter, the French fentence prefixed 
to it ends with thefe words , yfaifoit bon. It is plain ® 
this expreflion , veu ce que pcut un corps fans cceur , is' 
by no means a tranflation of cum plane perinde effem 
atque corpus fnt corde. The whole fentence has a 
fpirit and elegance in the French , which neither 
the Latin nor Scottifh have retained. Jufques a la 
dine'e is not a tranflation of toto prandii tempore ; the 
Scottilh tranflation, quhile denner-time , exprefles the 
fenfe of the French more properly; for anciently 
quhile fignified until as well as during. Je nay pas 
tenu grand propos is not juftly rendered neque contu- 
lerim fermonem cutti quoquam ,• the phrafe ufed in the 
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French copy is one peculiar to that language, and 
gives a more probable account of her behaviour than 
the other. Jutjcam bien quit n'yfaifoit bon , is not a trans- 
lation of ut qui judicarcnt id non ejje ex vfu. The French 
fentence prefixed to Lett. 2. ends with apprendre. It is 
evident that both the Latin and Scottifh tranflations 
have omitted altogether thefe words, et toutefois je ne 
puis apprendre. The French fentence prefixed to Lett. 
3. ends with presenter, ,1'aye veille plus tard la haut is 
plainly no tranfiation of diutius illic morata fum ; the 
fenfe of the French is better expreffed by the Scottifh 
Ijiave walkit later there up. Again , Pour excufer vojlre 
affaire is very different from ad excufandum noftra ne- 
gotia. The five remaining letters never appeared in 
Latin; nor is there any proof of their being ever 
tranflated into that language. Four of them, however, 
are publilhed in French. This entirely overturns our 
author's hypothefis concerning the neceflity of a trans- 
lation into Latin. 

In the Scottilh edition of the Detection the whole 
fonnet is printed in French as well as in Scottifh. It is 
not poflible to believe that this Scottifh copy could be 
the original from which the French was tranflated. 
The French confifts of verfes which have both mea- 
fure and rhyme, and which, in many places , are far 
from being inelegant. The Scottifh confifts of an equal 
number of lines, but without meafure or rhyme. 
Now no man could ever think of a thing fo ab- 
furd and impracticable , as to require one to tranf- 
late a certain given number of lines in profe into 
an equal number of verfes, where both meafure 
and rhyme were to be obferved. The Scottifh, 
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on the contrary, appears manifefHy to be a trans- 
lation of the French ; the phrafes , the idioms , 
and many of the words are French, and not Scot- 
tifli Befides, the Scottifli tranflator has, in fe- 
veral inflances , miftaken the fenfc of the French, 
and in many more exprefies the fenfe imper- 
fedlly. Had the fonnet been forged, this could 
not have happened. The dire&ors of the fraud 
■would have underftood their own work. I 
Hi all fatisfy myfelf with one example, in which 
there is a proof of both my affertions. Stanza 
viii. ver. 9. v q 

Pour luy j’attendz toute bonne fortune, 

Pour luy je veux garder fante et vie, 

Pour luy tout vertu de fuivre j’ay envie. 

For him I attend all good fortune, 

For him I will conferve helthe and lyfe, 

For hirt^ I define to enfue courage. 

Attend • in the firfl line is not a Scottifh v but a 
French 'phrafe j the two other lines do not exprefs 
the fenfe of the French, and the laft is abfolute 
nonfenfe. 

The eighth letter was never tranflated into 
French. It contains much refined mvfticifm about 
devices, a folly of that age, of which Mary was 
very fond , as appears from feveral other circum- 
flances , particularly from a letter concerning im. 
prefab by Drummond of Hawthornden. If IVlary’s 
adverfarie* for?f-d her letters, they were certainly 
employed very id>y when thev produced this. 

From theft: obfervations it feems to be evident 
that there was a French copy of IVlary’s letters, 
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of which the Latin and Scottifh were only trans- 
lations. Nothing now remains of this copy but 
thofe fe.w fentences which are prefixed to the 
Scottifh tranflation. The French editor laid hold 
of thefe fentences, and tacked his own tranfiation 
to them, which, fo far as it is his work, is a fer- 
vile and a very wretched tranflation of Buchanan’s 
Latin; whereas, in thofe introdu&ory fentences, 
we have difcovered ftrong marks of their being 
originals, and certain proofs that they are not 
tranfiated from the Latin. 

It is apparent, too, from comparing the Latin 
and Scottifh tranflations with thefe fentences , that 
the Scottifh tranflator has more perfectly attained 
the fenfe and fpirit of the French than the Latin. 
And as it appears that the letters were very early 
tranfiated into Scottifh , Good ii. 76. it is pro- 
bable that Buchanan made his tranflation not 
from the French , but from the Scottifh copy. 
Were it neceffary, feveral critical proofs of this 
might be produced. One that has been already 
mentioned feems decifive. Diutius iUic morata 
furn bears not the leaft reflemblance to jay veilli 
plus tarrl la haut } but if, inftead of 1 walkit ( i. e. 
watched ) laiter there up , we fuppofe that Bu- 
chanan read I waitit , &c. this miftake into which 
he might fo eafdy have fallen, accounts for the 
error in his tranfiation. 

Thefe criticifms, however minute, appear to be 
well founded. But whatever opinion may be formed 
concerning them, the other arguments, with regard 
to the internal evidence , remain in full force. 

n 
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The externa] proofs of the forgery of the Queen’s 
letters , which our author has produced , appear at 
firfl fight to be fpecious , but are not more folid than 
that which we have already examined Thefe proofs 
may be clafled under two heads, i. The erroneous 
and contradidory accounts which are faid to be given 
of the letters , upon the firfl: judicial produdion of 
them. In the Secret Council held Decem. 4, 1567, they 
are defcribed “ as her privie letters written and fub- 
fcrivit with her awin hand. ” Haynes, 454. Good. ii. 
64. In the ad of parliament , pafled on the 15th of 
the fame month, they are defcribed as “ her privie 
letters writtin halelie with hir awin hand. ” Good. ib. 
67. This diverfity of defcription has been confidered 
as a ftrong prefumption of forgery. The manner in 
which Mr. Hume accounts for this is natural and 
plaufible , vol. vi. p. 491. And feveral ingenious 
remarks, tending to confirm his obfervations, are 
made in a pamphlet lately publilhed , entitled. Mis- 
cellaneous Remarks on the Inquiry into the Evidence againjt 
Mary Qiieen of Scots. To what they have obferved 
it may be added , that the original ad of Secret 
Council does not now exift; we have only a copy 
of it found among Cecil’s papers , and the tranferiber 
has been manifeftly fo ignorant, or fo carelefs, that 
an argument founded entirely upon the fuppofition 
of his accuracy is of little force. Several errors 
into which he has fallen , we are enabled to point 
out, by comparing his copy of the ad of Secret 
Council with the ad of Parliament pafled in 
confequence of it. The former contains a pe- 
tition to Parliament; in the lafter the real peti- 

tion 
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tion is refumed verbatim , and converted into a law. 

In the copy, the Queen’s marriage with Bothwell 
is called “a priveit marriage, ” which it certainly 
was not; for it was celebrated , after proclamation 
of banns, in St. Giles’s church three feveral days, 
and with public folemnity, but in the atfl it is de- 
nominated “ane pretendit marriage, ” which is the 
proper defcription of it according to the ideas of the 
party. In the copy , the Queen is faid “ to be fo thrall 
and bludy affedtionat to the privat appetite of that 
tyran, ” which is nonfenfe, but in the ad it is “ blindly 
affedtionat.” In the copy , it is faid, “ all nobill and 
virtuous men abhorring their traine and company. ” 

In the ad, “ their tyrannie and companie , ” which is 
evidently the true reading , as the other has either no 
meaning, oris a mere tautology. 2. The other proof 
of the forgery of the letters, is founded upon the im- 
poflibility of reconciling the acconnt, given of the 
time when, and the places from which, the letters are • 

fuppofed to haye been written, with what is cer- 
tainly known concerning the Queen’s motions. Ac- 
cording to the paper publiflied, Anderf. ii. 269. 
which has been called Murray’s Diary, and which 
is formed upon the authority of the letters, Mary 
fet out from Edinburgh to Glafgow, January 21, 

1567; flic arrived there on the 23d; left that place 
on the 27th; flic, together with the King, reached 
Linlithgow on the 2Xth, flayed in that town only 
one night, and returned to Edinburgh before the 
end of the month. But, according to Mr. Goodal, 
the Queen did not leave Edinburgh until Friday 
January 24th; as fhe flayed a night at Callendar, 
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flic could not reach Glafgow fooner than the evening 
of Saturday the 25th , and Ihe returned to Linlithgow 
on Tucfday the 28th. By confequcnce, the firft letter, 
which fuppofes the Queen to have been at lead four 
days in Glafgow , as well as the fecond letter, which 
bears date at Glafgow Saturday morning , whereas fhe 
did not arrive there until the evening, mud be forge- 
ries. That the Queen did notfet out from Edin- 
burgh fooner than the 24th of January , is evident (as 
he contends) from the public records, which con- 
tain a Precept of a confirmation of a life -rent by 
James Boyd to Margaret Chalmers, granted by 
the Queen , on the 24th of January , at Edin- 
burgh; and likewife a letter of the Queen’s dated 
at Edinburgh on the fame day, appointing James 
Inglis taylor to the Prince her fon. That the 
King and Queen had returned to Linlithgow on 
the 28th, appears from a deed, in which they ap- 
point Andrew Perrier keeper of their palace there, 
dated at Linlithgow January 28. Good. i. 118. 

This has been reprefented to be not only a con- 
vincing, but a legal proof of the forgery of the 
letters faid to be written by Mary; but how far it 
falls fhort of this will appear from the following 
confiderations : 

1. It is evident, from a declaration orconfeflion 
made by the Bilhdp of Rofs, that before the con- 
ferences at York, which were opened in thebe- 
ginning of Odober 1568, Mary had, by an arti- 
fice of Maitland’s, got into her hands a copy of 
thofe letters which her fubjeds accufed her of 
haying written to Bothwell. Brown’s trial of the 
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Duke of Norfolk, 31. 36. It is highly probable 
that the Bifhop of Rofs had feen the letters before 
he wrote the defence of Oueen Mary’s honor in 
the year 1570. They were publifhed to all the 
world, together with Buchanan’s Dete&ion, A. D. 
1571. Now, if they had contained an error fo 
grofs, and, at that time, fo obvious to difcovery, 
as the fuppofing the Queen to have parted feveral 
days at Glafgow, while (he was really at Edin- 
burgh; had they contained a letter dated at Glaf- 
gow Saturday morning, though (he did not arrive 
there till the evening ; is it poflible that fhe her- 
felf, who knew her own motions, or the able and 
zealous advocates who appeared for her in that 
age, Ihould not have publilhed and expofed this 
contradiction, and, by fo doing, have blifted, at 
once, the credit of fuch an impofture ? In dif- 
quifitions which are naturally abftrufe and intri- 
cate, the ingenuity of the lateft author may dif- 
cover many things which have efcaped the atten- 
tion, or baffled the fagacity of thofe who have 
formerly confidered the fame fubjedt. But when a 
matter of fact lay fo obvious to view, this circum- 
ftance of its being unobferved by the Queen her- 
felf, or by any of her adherents, is almoft a de- 
monftration that there is fome miftake or fallacy 
in our author’s arguments. So far are any, 
either of our hiftorians , or of Mary’s defenders, 
from calling in queftion the common account 
concerning the time of the Queen's fetting out to 
Glafgow and her returning from it, that there is 
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not the leaf! appearance of any difference among 
them with regard to this point. But farther, 

2. Thofe papers in the public records , on which 
our author refts the proof of his affertion con- 
cerning the Queen’s motions, are not the originals 
fubferibed by the Queen, but copies only , or tranf- 
lations of copies of thofe originals. It is not ne- 
ceffary , nor would it be very eafy to render this 
intelligible to perfons unacquainted with the forms 
of law in Scotland; but every Scotfman conver- 
fant in bqfinefs will underftand me, when I fay 
that the precept of confirmation of the life -rent 
to Boyd is only a Latin copy or note of a precept, 
which was fealed with the Privy feal, on a war- 
rant from the fignet- office , proceeding on a fig- 
nature which bore date at Edinburgh the 24th 
of January; and that the deed in favor of James 
Inglis is the copy of a letter, fealed with the Privy- 
feal, proceeding on a fignature which bore date at 
Edinburgh January 24. From all this we may 
argue with fome degree of reafon, that a proof 
founded on papers , which are fo many removes 
diftant from the originals, cannot but be very- 
lame and uncertain. 

3. At that time all public papers were iffued 
in the name both of the King and Queen, by 
law, the King’s fubfeription was no lefs requifite 
to any paper than the Queen’s; and therefore un- 
lefs the original fignatures be produced , in order 
to afeertain the particular days when each of them 
figned , or to prove that it was figned only by 
one of them , the legal proof arifing from thefe 
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papers would be , that both the King and Queen 
figned them at Edinburgh on the 24th of Ja- 
nuary. 

4. The dates of the warrants or precepts iffued 
by the fovereign, in that age, feem to have been 
in a great meafure arbitrary , and affixed at the 
pleafure of the writer; and, of confequence , 
thefe dates were feldom accurate, are often falfe, 
and can never be relied upon. This abufe be- 
came fo frequent, and was found to be fo per- 
nicious, that an adt of parliament, A. D. 1592, 
declared the fixing a falfe date to a fignature to 
be High Treafon. 

5. There ftill remain, in the public records, 
a great number of papers, which prove the ne- 
ceffity of this law, as well as the fallacy of our 
author’s arguments. And though it be no eafy 
matter, at the diftance of two centuries, to prove 
any particular date to be falfe, yet furprifing in- 
ftances of this kind lhall be produced. No- 
thing is more certain from hillory , than that the 
King was at Glafgow 24th January 1567; and 
yet the record of fignatures from 1565 to 1582, 
Fol, f 6th , contains the copy of a fignature to 
Archibald Edmonfton, faid to have been fubfcri- 
bed by our Sovereigns , i. e. the King and Queen, 
at Edinburgh, January 24, 1567; fo that if we 
were to rely implicitly upon the dates in the 
records of that age, or to hold our author’s argu- 
ment to be good, it would prove that not only 
the Queen , but the King too , was at Edinburgh 
on the 24th of January. 
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It appears from an original letter of the Bifhop 
of Rofs, that on the 25th of O&obre 1566, Mary- 
lay at the point of death; Keith, App. 134; and 
yet a deed is to be found in the public records, 
which bears that it was figned by the Queen that 
day- Privy-fea] ; lib. 35. fol. 89. Ouchterlony \ 

Bothweli feized the Queen as Ihe returned from 
Stirling, April 24th, 1567, and ( according to her 
own account ) conducted her to Dunbar with all 
diligence. And. i. 95. But our author, relying on 
the dates of fome papers which he found in the re- 
cords, fuppofes that Bothweli allowed her to ftop 
at Edinburgh, and to tranfadt bufinefs there. Nothing 
can be more improbable than this fuppofition. We 
may therefore rank the date of the deed to IVriglit, 
Privy-feal, lib. 36. fol. 43. and which is mentioned 
by our author, vol. i. 124. among the inftances of 
the falfe dates of papers which were iflued in the 
ordinary courfe of bufinefs in that age. Our author 
has rniftaken the date of the other paper to Forbes, 
ibid, it is figned April 14th, not April 24th. 

If there be any point agreed upon in Mary’s 
hiftory , it is , that (he remained at Dunbar from 
the time that Bothweli carried her thither , till 

4 N. B. In fome of the early editions of this Diflertation, 
another inftance of the fame nature with thofe which go be- 
fore and follow was mentioned; but that, as has fince 
been difeovered , was founded on a miftake of the perfon 
employed to fearch the records , and is therefore omitted in 
this edition. The reafoning , however, in the Diflertation 
ftands kill in force , notwithftanding this omiflion, 
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fhc returned to Edinburgh along with him in the 
beginning of May. Our author himfelf allows 
that fhe refided- twelve, days there, vol. i. 367. 
Now though there are deeds in the records which 
bear that they were figned by the Queen at Dun- 
bar during that time , yet there are others which 
bear that they were figned at Edinburgh ; e. g. 
there is one at Edinburgh , April 27th , Privy- 
feal , lib. 36. fol. 97. There are others faid to 
be figned at Dunbar on that day. Lib. 31. 
Chart. No. 524 526. Ib. lib. 32. No. 154. 
157. There arc fome figned at Dunbar April 
28th. Others at Edinburgh April 30th , lib. 32. 
Chart. No. 492. Others at Dunbar May ift. 
Id. ibid. No. 158. Thefe different charters 
fuppofe the Queen to have made fo many un- 
known, improbable, and inconfiftent journeys, 
that they afford the cleareft demonftratibn that 
the dates in thefe records ought not to be de- 
pended on. 

This becomes more evident from the date of 
the charter faid to be figned April 27th , which 
happened that year to be a Sunday, which was 
not , at that time , a day of bufinefs in Scotland , 
as appears from the books of federunt , then kept 
by the Lords of Seflion. 

From this fliort review of our author’s proof 
of the forgery of the Letters to Bothwell, it is evi- 
dent that his arguments arc far from amounting 
to demonftration. 

Another argument againft the genuinenefs of 
thefe letters is founded on the ftyle and compofnion, 
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which are laid to be altogether unworthy of the 
Queen , and unlike her real productions. It is 
plain, both from the great accuracy of compofition 
in moll of Mary’s letters, and even from her foli- 
citude to write them in a fair hand, that fhe valued 
herfelf on thofe accomplifliments , and was defirous 
of being efteemed an elegant writer. But when /he 
wrote at any time in a hurry, then many marks of 
inaccuracy appear. A remarkable inflance of this 
may be found in a paper publifhed , Good. ii. 301. 
Mary’s letters to Bothwell were written in the ut- 
mofl hurry ; and yet under all the difadvantages of 
a tranflation, they are not deflitute either of fpirit 
or of energy. The manner in which fhe expreffes 
her love to Bothwell has been pronounced indecent 
and even Chocking. But Mary’s temper led her to 
warm expreflions of her regard ; thofe refinements 
of delicacy, which now appear in all the commerce 
between the fexes, were, in that age, but little 
known, even among perfons of the highefl rank. 
Among the Earl of Hardwicke’s papers there is a 
feries of letters , from Mary to the Duke of Nor- 
folk , copied from the Harleian Library , P. 37. 
B. 9. Fol. 88. in which Mary declares her love 
to that nobleman in language which would now 
be reckoned extremely indelicate ; Hardw. State- 
Papers , i. 189, &c. 

Some of Mary’s letters to Bothwell were writ 
ten before the murder of her hufband ; fome of 
them after that event, and before her marriage 
to Bothwell. Thofe which are prior to the death 
of her hufband abound with the fondeft expref- 
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fions of her love to Bothwell, and excite fome- 
thing more than a fuTpicion that their familiarity- 
had been extremely criminal. We find in them, v 
too , fome dark expreffions , which her enemies 
employed to prove that fhe was no ftranger to the 
fchemes which were forming againft her huf- 
band’s life. Of this kind are the following 
paflages , “ Alace ! I nevir diflavit ony body ; 
bot I remit me altogidder to zour will. Send 
me advertifement quhat I fall do , and quhatfa- 
ever thing come therof , I fall obey zow. Ad- 
vife to with zourfelf , gif ze can find out ony 
mair fecret inventioun by medicine, for' he fuld 
tak medicine and the bath at Craigmillar. 
Good. ii. 22. “ See not hir quhais fenzeit teiris 

fuld not be fa meikle praifit and eftemit , as the 
trew and faithfull travellis quhilk I fuftene for to 
merit hir place. For obtaining of the quhilk, 
agains my natural , I betrayis thame that may 
impefche me. God forgive me,” &c. Ibid. 

“ I have walkit later thairup , than I wald have 
done , gif it had not been to draw fomething out 
of him, quhilk this berer will fchaw zow, quhilk 
is the faireft commodity that can be ofFerit to 
excufe zour affairis. ” Ibid. 32. From the let- 
ters pofterior to the death of her hufband , it is 
evident that the fcheme of Bothwell’s feizing 
Mary by force , and carrying her along with him, 
was contrived in concert with herfelf, and with 
her approbation 

‘ That letters of fo much importance as thofe of Mary to 
Bothwell fhould have been entirely loft , appears to many alto* 
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With relpecl to the Sonnets, Sir David 
Dalrymple has proved clearly, that they muft 


gether unaccountable. After being produced in England before 
Elizabeth’s commiflioners , they were delivered back by them 
to the Earl of Murray. Good. ii. 2}s. He feems to have kept 
them in his pofl'eflion during life. After his death , they fell 
into the hands of Lenox his fucceflor, who reftored them to 
the Earl of Morton. Good. ii. 91. Though it be not neceffa- 
rily connected with any of the queftions which gave occafion 
to this Diflertation , it may perhaps fatisfy the curiofity of fome 
of my readers to inform them, that, after a very diligent fearch, 
which has lately been made , no copy of Mary’s letters to Both, 
well can be found in any of the public libraries in Great Bri- 
tain. The only certain intelligence concerning them, fince 
the time of their being delivered to Morton , was communi- 
cated by the accurate Dr. Birch. 

Extraift of the letters of Robert Bowes , Efq ; ambaffador 
from Queen Elizabeth to the King of Scotland, written to 
Sir Francis Walfingham , fecretary offtate, from the original 
regifter book of Mr. Bowes’s letters, from i$th of Auguft 
1 S 8 2 , to 28th September 1 $ 8 }, in the pofl'eflion ofChriftopher 
Hunter, M. D. of Durham. 

i?82 , 8 th November, from Edinburgh. 

Albeit I have been borne in hand , That the coffer where* 
in were the originals of letters between the Scottifh Queen and 
the Earl of Bothwell, had been delivered to fundry hands, 
and thereby was at prefent wanting , and unknowm where it 
refted , yet I have learned certainly by the Prior of Plufcar- 
dyne’s means , that both the coffer and alfo the writings arc 
come, and now remain with the Earl of Cowrie, who, I per- 
ceive , will be hardly intreated to make delivery to her Ma- 
jefty according to her Majefty’s defire. 

This time part I have expended in fearching where the cof- 
fer and writings were, wherein without the help of the Prior I 
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have been written after the murder of the 
King, and prior to Mary’s marriage with Both- 


fhould have found great difficulty ; now I will eflay Gowrie , 
and of my fuccefs you fliall be fhortly advertifed. 

1 2th of November 1582, from Edinburgh. 

Becaufe I had both learned , that the cafket and letters 
mentioned in my laft, before thefe were come to the pofleflion 
of the Earl of Gowrie , and alfo found that no mean might pre- 
vail to win the fame out of his hands without his own confent 
and privity; in which behalf 1 had employed fit inftruments, 
that neverthelefs profited ■ nothing ; therefore , 1 attempted to 
eflay himfelf, letting him know that the faid cafket and letters 
fhould have been brought to her Majefty by the offer and 
good means of good friends , promifing to have delivered 
them to her Majefty before they came into his hands andcuf- 
tody , and knowing that he did bear the like afftdion , and was 
ready topleafure her Majefty in all things, and chiefly in this 
that had been thus far tendered to her Majefty, and which 
thereby fhould be well accepted , and with princely thanks 
and gratuity be requited to his comfort and contentment ; I 
moved him that they might be a prefent to be fent to her Ma- 
jefty from him, and that I might caufe the fame to be convey- 
ed to her Majefty, adding hereunto fuch words and arguments 
as might both ftir up a hope of liberality , and alfo beft effed 
the purpofe. At the firft he was loth to agree that they were 
in his pofifeffion ; but I let him plainly know that I was certain- 
ly informed that they were delivered to him by Sanders Jar- 
din ; whereupon he prefled to know who did fo inform me , 
enquiring whether the fons of the earl of Morton had done it 
or no. I did not otherwife in plain terms deny or anfwer 
thereunto , but that he might think that he had told me, as the 
Prior is ready to avouch , and well pleafed that I fhall give him 
to be the author thereof ; after he had faid ( though ) all thefe 
letters were in his keeping ( which he would neither grant not 


\ 

\ 


Digitized by Googl 


172 


DISSERTATION ON 


well. But as hardly any part of my narra- 
tive is founded upon what is contained in the 


deny ) yet he might not deliver them to any perfon without the 
confents and privities , as well of the King., that had intereft 
therein , as alfo of the reft of the noblemen enterprifers of 
the adtion againft the King’s mother, and that would have 
them kept as an evidence to warrant and make good that ac- 
tion. And albeit I replied , that their adtion in that part touch- 
ing the aflignation of the crown to the King by his mother, had 
received fuch eftablifhment, confirmation, and ftrength,by acts 
of parliament and other public authority and inftruments , as 
neither fhould that cafe be fuffered to come in debate or queftion, 
nor fuch fcrolls and papers ought to be fhewed for the ilrength- 
ening thereof, fo as thefe might well be left and be rendered 
to the hands of her Majefty , to whom they were deftined be- 
fore they fell in his keeping; yet he would not be removed 
or fatisfied; concluding,, after much reafonings, that the 
Earl of Morton, nor any other that had the charge and keep- 
ing thereof, durft at any time make delivery; and becaufe it 
was the firft time that I had moved him therein , and that he 
would gladly both anfwer her Majefty’s good expectation in 
him , and alfo perform his duty due to his fovereign and a(To- 
ciates in the adtion aforefaid ; therefore he would feek out the 
faid cafket and letters , at his return to his houfe , which he 
thought fhould be within (hart time; and upon finding of 
the fame , and better advice and confideration had of the 
caufe , he would give further anfwer. This refolution I have 
received as to the thing; and for the prefent l could not bet- 
ter , leaving him to give her Majefty fuch teftimony of his 
good will towards her, by his frank dealing herein, as (he 
may have caufe to confirm her Highnefies good opinion con- 
ceived already of him , and be thereby drawn to greater good- 
nefs towards him. 1 lhall ftill labour him both by myfelf and 
alfo by all other means; but I greatly diftruft the defined 
fuccefs herein. 
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Sonnets , and as in this DifTertation I have been 
conftrained to dwell longer upon minute and ver- 

24th of November 1582, from Edinburgh. 

For the recovery of the letters in the coffer , Come to the 
hands of the Earl of Gowrie , I have lately moved him earneftly 
therein, letting him know the purpofe of the Scottifh Queen, 
both giving out that the letters are counterfeited by her rebels, 
and alfo feeking thereon to have them delivered to her or de- 
faced , and that the means which Ihe will make in this behalf 
lhall be fo great and effectual, as thefe Writings cannot be 
fafely kept in that realm without dangerous offence of him that 
hath the cuftody thereof, neither lhall he that is once known to 
have them be fuffered to hold them in his hands. Herewith I 
have at large opened the perils likely to fall to that atflion, and 
the parties therein , and particularly to himfelf that is now 
openly known to have the poflelfion of thefe writings , and I 
have lettin him fee what furety it lhall bring to the faid caufe 
and all the parties therein , and to himfelf, that thefe writings 
may be with fecrecy and good order committed to the keeping 
of her Majefty , that will have them ready whenfoever any ufe 
lhall be for them , and by her Highneffes countenance defend 
them and the parties from fuch wrongful objections as lhall 
be laid againft them, offering at length to him, that if he be 
not fully fatisffed herein , or doubt that the reft of the affo- 
ciates lhall not like of the delivery of them to her Majefty in 
this good manner , and for the intereft rehearfed , that I lhall 
readily, upon meeting and conference with them , procure 
their affent in this part ( a matter more eafy to offer than to 
perform) ; and laftly, moving him that (for the fecrecy and 
' benefit of the caufe , and that her Majefty’s good opinion to- 
wards himfelf may be firmly fettled and confirmed by his ac- 
ceptable forwardnefs herein ) he would , without needlefs 
fcruple , frankly commit thefe writings to her Majefty’s good 
cuftody for the good ufes received. After long debate he re- 
folved , and faid , that he would unfeignedly Ihew and do to 
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bal criticifms, than may be interefting or agree- 
able to many of my readers , I fhall reft fatisfied 


her Majefty all the pleafure that he might without offence 
to the King his Sovereign , and prejudice to the afl'ociates in 
the atftion, and therefore he would firft make fearch and view 
the faid letters , and herein take advice what he might do, and 
how far he might fatisfy and content her Majefty ; promifing 
thereon to give more refolute anfwer ; and, he concluded flatly, 
that after he had found and feen the writings , that he might 
not make delivery of them without the privity of the King. 
Albeit I flood long with him againft his refolution in this 
pojnt , to acquaint the King with this matter before the letters 
Were in the hands of her Majefty, letting him fee that his 
doings there fhould admit great danger to the caufe; yet I 
could not remove him from it. It may be that he meaneth 
to put over the matter from himfelf to the King , upon fight 
whereof I (hall travel effectual! y to obtain the King’s confent, 
that the letters may be committed to her Majefty’s keeping, 
thinking it more eafy to prevail herein with the King, in the 
prefent love and affedtion that he beareth to her Highnefs; 
than to win any thing at the hands of the affociates in the 
adtion, whereof fome principal of them now come and remain 
at the devotion of the King’s mother ; in this 1 fhall (fill call 
on Gowrie , to fearch out the coffer, according to his promife; 
and as I fhall find him minded to do therein fo fhall I do my 
beft and whole endeavour toeffedl the fuccefs to her Alajefty’s 
beft contentment. 

2d December it 82, from Edinburgh. 

Becaufe T faw good opportunity offered to renew the mat- 
ter to the Earl of Gowrie for recovery of the letters in the cof- 
fer in his hands , therefore I put him in mind thereof ; where- 
upon he told me , that the Duke of Lenox had fought ear- 
neftly to have had thofe letters, and that the King did know 
where they were , fo as they could not be delivered to her 
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with referring, for information concerning every 
particular relative to the Sonnets , to Remarks on 
the Hiflory of Scotland, Chap. XI. 

Having thus ftated the proof on both fides; 
having examined at fo great a length the different 
fyftems with regard to the fadls in controverfy ; 
it may be expe&ed that I fhpuld now pronounce 
fentence. In my opinion , there are only two con- 
clufions, which can be drawn from the fadts which 
have been enumerated. 

One , that Bothwell , prompted by his ambition 
or love , encouraged by the Queen’s known aver- 
fion to her hufband , and prefuming on her attach- 
ment tohimfelf, ftruck the blow without having 
concerted with her the manner or circumftances of 
perpetrayng that crime. That Mary, inftead of 
teftifying much indignation at the deed, or difco- 
vering any refentment againft Bothwell, who was 
accufed of having committed it, continued to load 


Majefty without the King’s privity and confent, and he pre- 
tended to be ftill willing to pleaftire her Majefty in the fame, 
fo far as he may with his duty to ahe King and to the reft of 
the affociates in that adtion ; but I greatly diftruft to eft'edt 
this to her Majefty’s pleafure, wherein , neverthelefs , I fhall 
do my uttermoft endeavours. 

Whether James VI. who put the Earl of Gowrie to death , 
A. D. 1 1 84 , and feized all his effects , took care to deftroy his 
mother’s letters, for whofe honour he was at that time ex- 
tremely zealous; whether they have perifhed by fome un- 
known accident ; or whether they may not ftill remain un- 
obferved among the archives of fome of our great families, 
it is impollible to determine. 
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him with marks of her regard , condu&ed his trial 
in fuch a manner as rendered it impoflible to dif- 
cover his guilt, and foon after, in oppofition to 
all the maxims of decency or of prudence , volun- 
tarily agreed to a marriage with him, which every 
confideration fhould have induced her to deteft. 
By this verdid, Mary is not pronounced guilty of 
having contrived the murder of her hufband , 
or even of having previoufly given her confent 
to his death ; but (he is not acquitted of hav- 
ing difcovered her approbation of the deed, by 
her behaviour towards him who was the author 
of it. 

The other conclufion is that which Murray 
and his adherents labored to eftablifh, “ That 
lames, fometymme Erie of Bothwile , was the 
chiefe executor of the horribill and unworthy 
murder, perpetrat in the perfon of umquhile 
King Henry of gude memory, fader to our 
Souveraine Lord, and the Queenis lauchfull 
hufband; fa was (he of the foreknowledge, 
counfall, devife, perfwadar and commander of 
the faid murder to be done. ” Good ii. 207. 

Which of thefe conclufions is moft agreeable 
to the evidence that has been produced , I leave 
my readers to determine. 
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NJ. I. (Vol. I. p. 216.) 

-r 

A MEMORIAL of certain points meet 
for reftoring the realm of Scotland to 
the antient weale. 


ImPRIMIS,' it is to be noted , that the bed worldly 
felicity that Scotland can have, is either to continue in a* 
perpetual peace with the kingdom of England, or to 
be made one monarchy with England , as they both make 
but one ifland , divided from the reft of the world. 

If the firft is fought, that is, to be in perpetual peace 
with England, then muft it neceffarily be provided, that 
Scotland be not fo fubjedt to the appointments of France, 
as is ^refently, which, being an antient enemy to England, 
feeketh always to make Scotland an inftrument , to exer- 
cife , thereby , their malice upon England , and to make 
a foot-ftool thereof to look over England as they may. 

Therefore, when Scotland fhall come into the hands 
of a mdre Scottish man in blood , then may there be hope 
of fuch accord ; but as long as it is at the commandment 
of the French, there is no hope to have accord long 
betwixt thefe two realms. 

Therefore feeing it is at the French King’s com- 
mandment by reafon of his wife, it is to be confidered 

1 5th Auguft I5S9» Cotton. Lib. Cal B. 10. fol. 17. From a copy 
in Secretary Cecil’s hand. 

Vol. 111. N 
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for the weale of Scotland , that until fhe have children, 
and during her abfence out of the realm , the next heirs 
to the crown , being the houfe of the Hamiltons , fhould 
have regard hereto, and to fee that neither the crown 
be impofed nor wafted; and, on the other fide, the 
nobility and commonalty ought to force that the laws and 
the old cuftoms of the realm be not altered, neither that 
the country be not impoverifhed by taxes, empreft , or 
new imports, after the manner of France; 'for provifion 
wherein , both by the law of God and man , the French 
king and his wife may be moved to reform their mifgo- 
vernance of the land. 

And for this purpofe , it were good that the nobility 
and commons joined with the next heir of the crown, 
to feek due reformation of fuch great abufes as tend to 
the ruin of their country, which muft be done before 
the French grow too ftrong and infolent. 

# Firft, That it may be provided, by confent of the 
three eftates of the land , that the land may be free from 
all idolatry like as England is; for juftification whereof, 
if any free general council may be had where the Pope 
of Rome have not the feat of judgment, they may offer 
to fhow their caufe to be moft agreeable to Chrift’s religion. 

Next, to provide that Scotland might be governed, ih 
all rules and officers, by the antient blood of the realm, 
without either captains, lieutenants, or foldiers, as all 
other Princes govern their countries, and efpecially that 
the forts might be in the hands of mere Scottifh men. 

Thirdly, that they might never be occafioned to enter 
into wars againft England, except England fhould give 
the firft caufe to Scotland. 

Fourthly , that no nobleman of Scotland fhould receive 
penfion of France, except it were whilrt he did ferve 
in France , for otherwife thereby the French would fhortly 
corrupt many to betray their own country. 

Fifthly, that no office, abbey, living, or commodity , 
be given to any but mere Scottifh men,, by the aflent of 
the three eftates of the realm. 
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Sixth, that there be a council in Scotland appointed 
in the queen’s abfence , to govern the whole realm , and 
in thofe cafes not to be directed by the French. 

Seventhly , that it be by the faid three eftates appointed 

how the queen’s revenue of the realm lhall be expended , 
how much the queen lhall have for her portion and eftate 
during her abfence , how much lhall be limited to the 
governance and defence of the realm , how much yearly 
appointed to be kept in treafure. 

In thefe, and fuch like points, if the French king and 
the queen be found unwilling , and will withftand thefe 

provifions .for the weale of the land, then hath the three 

eftates of the realm authority, forthwith, to intimate to 
the faid king and queen their humble requefts ; and if the 
fame be not effedually granted, then humbly they may 
commit the governance thereof to the next heir of the 
crown , binding the fame alfo to obferve the laws and an- 
tient rights of the realm. 

Finally , If the queen lhall be unwilling to this , as it 
is likely Ihe will ,*in refpeft of the greedy and tyrannous 
affcdion of France, then it is apparent that Almighty God 
is pleafed to transfer from her the rule of the kingdom 
for the weale of it , and this time mull be ufed with great 
circumfpedion , to avoid the deceipts and tromperies of the 
French. 

And then may the realm of Scotland confider, being 
once made free, what meaas may be devifed by God’s 
goodnefs , to accord the two realms , to endure for time 
to come at the pleafure of Almighty God , in whofe hands 
the hearts of all princes be. 
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N\ II. ( Vol. I. p. 226.) 

A letter of Maitland of Letbington’s , thus di- • 
reeled : 1 

To my loving friend James. . Be this delivered 
ac London. 

* 

J UNDERSTAND by the laft letter I received from 
yow , that difeourfing with zour countrymen upoti the mat- 
ter of Scotland , and commoditeys may enfew to that 
realm hereafter, giff ze prefently aflift ws with zour forces, 
ze find a notnbre'of the contrary advife , doubting that we 
fall .not at length be found trufty friends, nor mean <o 
conty new in conftant ametye, albeit we promife , but only 
for avoyding the prefent danger make zow to ferve our 
turne , and after being delivered, becom enemies as of 
before. For profe quhareof, they alleoge things that have 
part betwixt ws heretofore', and a few pj-efumptiones tending 
to the fam end, all grounded upon miftruft; quhilks, at 
the firft ficht, have fome fliewe of apparance , gif men 
wey not the circumftances of the matter; but gif they 
will confer the tyme pad with the prefent, confider the 
nature of this caus , and eftate of our contrye , 1 doubt 
' not but jugement fal be able^to banifh miftruft. And firft, 

I wad wKh ze fhould examine the caufes of the old inmitye 
betwixt the realms of England and Scotland , and quhat 
moved our ancelWs to enter into ligue with the Frenche; 
quhilks by our ftoreys and regift'es off antiquiteys appear to be 
thefe. The princes of England , fome tyme , alledging a 
certain kynde of foverainrye over this realm ; fome tyme 
upon hye courage , or incited by incurfions off our bor- 
dourares, and femblable occa lions , mony tymes enterprifed 

* loth January is?9-4o. Cott. Lib. Cal. fi. ix. Frem the original in 
Ilis o%n hand. 
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the conqueft of ws , and fa far furth preift it by force off 
armes , that we wer dryven to great extramiteys , by lofs 
of our princes, our noblemen, and a good part of our 
contrey, fa that experience taught ws that our owne 
ftrength was fcarfe fufficient to svithftand the force of Eng- 
land. The Frenche zour auncient enemies, confidering 
well how nature had fa placed ws in a ifland with zow, 
that na nation was able fa to annoye England as we being 
enemyes, foucht to joine ws to theym in ligue, tending 
by that means to detourne zour armyes from the invafion 
off France, and occupy zow in the defence of zour country 
at hame , offering for that effedt to beftowe fome charges 
upon ws, and for compaffing off theyr purpos, choyfed a 
tyme to propone the matter, quhen the frefche memory 
of injuris lately receaved at zour hands, was fa depely 
> prented on our hartes., that all our.niyndes were occupied 
how to be revenged , and arme ourfelfes with the powar 
of a forayne prince againft zour enterprifes thereafter. 

This wes the beginning off our confederacy with France. 
At quhillc tyme, our cronicles maks mention, that fome 
off the wyfeft forefaw the perril , and fmail frute fiiould 
redound to us thereof at lenth : zit had affe&ion fa. blinded 
jugement, that the advife of the maift part overcame the 
belt. The maift part of all querells betwixt ws fince 
that tyme, at leaft quhen the provocation came on our 
fyde , hes ever fallen out by theyr procurement rather 
than any one caus off our felves : and quhenfaever we 
brack the peace, it come partly by theyr intyfements, 
partly to efchew the conquest intended by tnat realm. But 
now hes God’s providenae altered the cafe, zea changed it 
to the plat contrary, that now hes the Frenfche taken 
zour place, and we, off very jugement, becum defyrous 
to have zow in thyr rovvme. Our eyes are opened , we 
efpy how uncareful they have, been of our weile at all 
tymes , how they made ws ever to ferve theyr turne , drew 
us in mailt dangerous weys for thcyre commodite , and 
neverthelefs wad not ftyck , oft tymes , againft the ,natour 
of the ligue, to contrak peace, leaving ws in weyr. We 
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fae that -their fupport , off late zeres , wes not gr'antit for 
any affedtion they bare to ws, for pytie they had off our 
eftate , for recompenfe of the lylfe* triendfhip fchawin to 
theym in tyme off theyr afflidtiones , but for ambition , and 
infaciable cupiditie to refgne , and to mak Scotland ane 
acceffary to the crown of France. This was na friendly 
office, but mercenary, craving hyre farre exceeding the 
proportion of theyr deferving ; a hale realm for the defence 
of a part. We fee theym manifeftly attempt the thing we 
fufpedted off zow ; we feared ze ment the conqueft off 
Scotland, and they are planely fallen to that work; we 
hated zow for doubt we had ze ment evill towards ws , 
and fall we love theym , quhilks bearing the name off 
frends, go about to bring ws in maift vile fervitude? Gif 
by zour frendly fupport at this tyme , ze fall declare that 
not only feek ze not the ruyne of our country , but will 
preferve the liberti© thereof from conqueft by ftrangeares, 
fall not the occafion off all inimite with zow , and liguc 
with theym , be taken away ? The caufes being removed , 
how fall the effectes reinane ? The fear of conqueft made 
us to hate zow and love theym , the cais changed , quhen 
we fee theym planely attempt conqueft, and zow fchaw ws 
friendfhip , fall we not hate theym , and favour zow ? Gif 
we have fchawne fa great conftance , continuing fa mony 
zeares in amity with theym, off quhome we had fa fmall 
commodite, quhat fall move us to breake with zow, that 
off all nations may do ws greateft plefour? 

But ze will fay , this matter may be reconcyled , and 
then frends as off before. I think weill peace is the end 
of all weyr, but off this ze may Ire affured, w'e will never 
fa far truft that reconciliation, that we will be content to 
forgo the ametye of England , nor do any thing may bring 
ws in fufpicion with zow. Giff we wold, at any tyme 
to pleafe theym, break with zow, fhould we not, befydes 
the Ioffe off eftimation and diferediting off ourfelfes , per- 
petually expone our common weill to g maift manifeft dan- 
ger , and becum a prey to theyr tyranny? Qtihais 'aid 
could we implore, being deftitute of zour friendlhip, gif 
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they off new wald attempt theyr formar enterprife? Qnhat 
nation myght help ws giff they wald , or wald giff they 
might? and it is lyke eneuch , thay will not fti.k hereafter 
to tak theyr tyme off ws, quhen difplefour and grudge 
hes taken dcpe rute on baith fydes, Seeing ambition has fa 
impyrit ower theyr reafon , that before, we had ever done 
any thing myght offend theytn , but by the contrary plea- 
fed them by right and wrang, they did not ftick to at- 
tempte the fubverfion of our hale ftate. I wald ze fhould 
not efteeme ws fa barayne of jugement, that we cannot 
forefee Our awne perril; or fa foolifche , that we will not 
ftudy by all gode means to entertayne that thing may be 
our fafetye; quhilk confiftes in all the relaying of zour 
friendlhips. I pray zow confider in like cafe, when, in the 
days of zour princes off maift noble memory king Henry 
the VIII. and king Edward the VI. meanes were opened 
off amytye betwixt baith realms; was not at all tymcs the 
difference of religion the onley flay they were not em- 
braced? Did not the craft of our clergy and power of 
theyr adherents fubvert the devifes of the better fort? 
but now has God off his mercy removed shat block furth 
off the way ; now is not theyr practice lyke to tak place 
any mare , when we ar comme to a conformity off doc- 
trine , and profes the fame religion with zow , quhilk I 
take to be the ftrayteft knot of amitye can be devifed. Giff 
it may be alledged , that fome of our countrymen , at ony 
tyme , violated theyr promis ? giff ze liff to way the cir- 
cumffances, ze fall find the promis is rather brought on 
by neceffite , after a great overthraw off our men , then 
comme of fre will, and tending ever to our great in- 
commodite and decay off our haill ftate, at leift fa taken. 
But in this cafe , fall the prefervation of our libertie be 
infeparably joined with the keping off promeffe , and the 
violation of our fayth caft ws in maift miferable fervi- 
tude. So that giff neyther the fear off God , reverence of 
man, religion, othe, promife, nor warldly honeftye wes 
fufficient to bynd , us , yet fall the zeale of our native 
ceuntrey , the maintenance off our own eftate , the fafety 
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of our wyffes and childrene from flavery , compell ws to 
kepe promiffe. I am allured , it is trewly and fmccrely 
ment on our part to continew in perpetual ametye with 
zow ; it fall be uttered by our proceedings. Giff ze be 
as defyrous of it as we ar, aflurances may be devyfed, 
quharby all partye* will be out of doubte. There be 
gode meanes to do' it, fit inftruments for the purpos, tyme 
lerves weill, the inhabitants of baith realms wilh it, God 
hes wrought in the people’s hartes on bayth parties a cer. 
taine ftill agreement upon it, never did, at any tyme, fo 
mony tilings concurre at ones to knyt it up, the' difpofi. 
tion of a few, quhais harts are in Godis hands, may mak 
up the hale. I hope he quha hes begun his work; and 
mainteyned it quhile now, by the expectation of man, 
fall perfyte it. 

I pray zow , let not zour men dryve tyme in confulta- 
tion , quhether ze fall fupport ws or no. Seyng the mater 
fpeaketh tor itfelf , that ze mon take upon zow the de- 
fence off our caus , giff ze have any refped for zour awne 
weill. Their preparatives in France, and levying of men 
in Germany , ( quheyroff I am lately advertifed ) ar not 
altogyddei ordeyned for us, ze ar the mark they flate at; 
they feke our realme , but for ane entrey to zours. Giff 
they fhould diredly fchaw hoftilite to zow , they knaw 
zo wald mak redy for theyme , therefor they do , by in- 
direct meanes , to blind zow , the thing , they dare not as 
zit planely attempte. They feme to invade us to th’ end 
that having affembled theyr hayle forces fa nere zour 
bordours , they may unlok it to attack zow : It is ane of 
theyr aid fetches, making a fchew to one place, to lyght 
on ane other. Remember how covertly zour places about 
Boulougne were affaizeit, and carryed away, ze being in 
peace as now. How the enterprife of Calais was fynely 
diffembled, I think ze have not fa Tone forgotten. Be- 
ware of the third , prevent theyr policy by prudence. 
Giff ze fe not the lyke difpofition prefently in theym, ze 
fe nathing. It is a grofle ignorance to milknaw , what all 
nations pianely fpeks of. Tak hede ze zay not hereafter , 
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“ Had I wift ; ” ane uncomely fentence to procede off a " 
wyfe man’s mouth. That is onwares chanced on to zow, 
qukilk zow commonly wiffed , that this countrey myght 
be divorfed fronwthe Frenfche , and is la comme to pals as 
was maift expedient for zow. For giff by your intyfe- 
ment we had taken the mater in hand , ze myght have 
fuipedted we would have been untrufty frends , and na 
langer continued ftedfafte, then perril had appeared. But 
now , quhat off our felf, we have conceyved the hatered , 
provoked by private injuries, and that theyr evil dealing 
with ws hes deferved our inimitye , let no man dobte but 
they fall fynde ws epnemyes in erneft , that fa ungently 
hes demeyned our countrey, and at quhais hands we can 
look for nathing but all extremity* , giff ever they may 
get the upper hand. Let not this occafion , fa happely 
offered , efcape zow : giff ze do , neglecting the prefent 
ppportunitie , and hoping have ever gode luk comme 
Heaping upon zow , it is to be feared zour enemye waxe fo 
great , and fa ftrang , that afterwards quhen ze vvald , ze fall 
not be able to put him down; and then, tozourfmart, 
after the tjme , ze will acknowledge zour error. Ze have 
felt, by experience, quhat harme cometh of overfight, 
and trufting to zour enemyes promeffe. We offer zow the 
occafion, quheyrby zour former Ioffes may be repayred. 
Quhilk gif ze let over flyde , fuffering ws to be overrun, 
quha then , 1 pray zow , fall flay the Frenfche , that they 
fall not invade zow in zour own boundes, fick it is their 
lull to reygne, that they can neither be content with theyr 
fortune prefent , nor reft and be fatisfied when they have 
gode luck, but will ftill follow on, having in theyr awne 
brayne conceaved the image of fa great a conqueft, quhat 
think ye fal be the end.? Is ther any of fa fmall jugement, 
that he doth not forefee already , that theyr hail force fall 
then be bent againft zow ? 

It fall not be amis , to confider in quhat cafe the 
Frenfche be prefently. Theyr eftate is not always, fa calme 
at hame as every man thinketh. And trewly it wes not 
theyr great redines for weyr made theym to tak this mater 


c 


Digitized by Googl 



APPENDIX. 


18 * 

on hand , at this tyme , but rather a vayne truft in their 
awne policy, thinking to have found na refiftance, their 
opinion hes deceaved theym and that makes them now 
amafed. The eftates off the empire (as liheare) has futed 
reftirution off the Imperial towns Metz, Toull, and Verdun, 
quhilk may grow to fonie befynes ; and all thing is not a 
calme within theyr awne countrey, the lefs fit they be 
prefently for weyr , the mare opportune efterae ye the time 
for zow. Giff the lyke occafion were offered to the Frenfche 
againft zow , wey , how gladly would they embrace it. Are 
ze not efchamed of zour fleuth , to fpare theym that hes 
already compaffed zour deftrudtion , giff theym wer able? 
Confider with zour felf quhilks is to be choyfed? To weyr 
againft them out with «our realme or within? Giff quhill 
ze lleape , we fal be overthrowne, then fall they not fayle 
to fute zow in zoUr awne countrey , and ufe ws as a fote 
ftole to overloke zow. But ijgme will fay , perhaps , they 
meane it not. It is foly to think they wald not giff they 
wer able , quhen before hand they flick not to giff zour 
armes, and ufurpe the ftyle of zour crown. Then quhat 
difference there is to camp within* zowr awne bounds or 
without , it is manifeft. Giff twa armyes fhould camp with 
in zowr country , but a moneth ; albeit ye receaved na 
other harme , zit fhould zowr Ioffe he greatar, nor all 
the charge ze will nede to beftow on our fupport will draw 
to, befydes the difhonour. 

Let not men , that eyther lack gode advife< or ar not 
for particular refpedts weill affedted to the caus , move zow 
to fubtradl zour helping hand, by alleging things not ap- 
parent , for that they be poffible. It is not, 1 grant, un- 
poffible that we may receave conditiones of peace; but I 
fee little likelyhode that our ennemyes will offer ws fik as 
will remove all miftruft , and giff we wald have accepted 
other , the mater had bene lang or now compounded. 
Let zow not be moved for that they terme ws rebelles, 
and diffames our juft querell with the name of confpiracy 
againft our foverayne. It is hir hyenes right we mane- 
tayne, It is the liberty off loir realm we ftudy to pre- 
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ferve, with the hazard of our lyves. We are not (God 
knaweth) comme to this poynt fo* wantones , as men 
impatient of rewll , or willing to fehake of the zoke of 
government , but ar drawnc to it by neceflite, to avoyde 
the tyranny of ftrangeares , feaking to defraude ws of 
lawful government. Giflf we fhould fuffer ftrangeares to 
plant themfelffes peaceably in all the ftrenthes of our 
realme, fortify the feyportes, and maift important places, 
as ane entre to a plain conquefl, now in the minoritie of 
our foverane, beyng furth of the realme, fhould we not 
be thought oncareful off the common weill , betrayares of 
our native countrey, and.evill fubjeds to hir majefte? 
Quhat other opinion could fche have off ws ? Might fhe 
not juftly hereafter call wr- to accompt , as negligent mi- 
nifteres ? Giff ftrangeares fhould be thu? fuffered to broke 
the chefe offices , beare the hail rewff , alter and pervert 
our lawes and liberty at theyr plefour ; myght not the 
people efteem our noblemen unworthy the place of coun- 
falours ? We mean na wyfe to fubtrak our obedience from 
our foverane , to defraud hir hyenes off her dew reverence, 
rents and revenues off hir crown. We feke nathing but 
that Scotland may remane , as of before , a fre realme , 
rewlit by . hir hyenes and hir minifteres borne men of the 
fam ; and that the fucceflion of the crown may remane 
with the lawful blode. 

I wald not ze fould not fa lyttil efteme the friendfhip 
of Scotland , that ze juged it not worthy to be embraced. 
It fall be na fmall commodite for zow to be delivered off 
the anoyance of fo neir a nyghtbour , quhais inimitye may 
niore trouble zow , then off any other nation albeit twyfs 
as puiflant, not lyeng dry marche with zow. Befides that 
ze fall not nede to feare the invafion off any prince lackying 
the commodite to invafre zow by land , on our land. Con- 
fider quhat fuperfluous charge ze beftowe on the fortification 
and keping of Barwick ; quhilk ze may reduce to a meap 
fowme, having ws to frendes. The realme of Ireland 
being of nateur a gode and fertil! countrey , by reafon off 
the continewall unquietnes and lak of policey, ze knaw t© 



be rather a burthen unto zow then great advantage ; and 
giff it were peaceable may be yery commodious. For 
pacification quhayroff, it is not onknowne to zow quhat 
fervice we ar abill to do. Refufe not theyr commoditeys, 
be Tides mony ma quhen they ar offred. Quhilks albeit I 
ftudy not to amplify and dilate , yet is na other countrey 
able to offer yow the lyke , and are the rather to be 
embraced, for that zour aunceftors , by all meanes, maift 
erneftly futed our amity , and yet it was not theyr hap to 
^come by it. The mater hes almaift carryed me beyond 
the boundes of a lattre , quharfor I will leave to trouble zow 
after I have geven you this note. 1 wald wifs that ze , and 
they that ar learned , fould rede the twa former orations 
of Demofthenes , called Olynthiacae , and conlidpre quhat 
counfall that wyfe oratour gave to the Athenians , his 
countrymen , in a lyke cafe ; quhilk hes fo great affinite 
with this caufe of ours , that every word therof myght be 
applyed to our purpos. There may ze learne of him quhat 
advife is to be followed, when zour nyghtbours hous is 
on fyre : Thus I bid zow heartily fareweill. From Sant 
Andrews, the 20th of January, 1959. 

N\ III. (Vol. I. p. 234. ) 

'Part of a letter from TCho- Randolph to Sir William 
Cecil , from the camp before Leith , 29th of 
April 1560. ' 

I WILL only, for this time, difeharge myfelf of my 
promife to the earl of Huntly , who fo defyreth to be 
recommended to you, ‘as one p who with all his heart 
favoureth this caufe , to the uttermoj of his power. Half 
the words that come out of his mouth were able to per- 
fuade an unexperienced man to fpeak farther in his behalf, 
than I dare be bold to write. I leave it to your honour 
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to judge of him , as of a man not unknown to you , and 
will myfelf always meafure my thoughts , as he fhall 
deferve to be fpoken of. With much difficulty, and great 
perfuafion, he hath fubfcribed with the reft of the lord* 
to join with them in this atftion ; whatfomever he can invent 
to the furtherance of this caufe, he hath promifed to do 
with folemn proteftation , and many words ; he trufted to 
adjoin many to this caufe; and faith furely that no man 
ihall lie were he taketh part. He hath this day fubfcribed 
a bond between England and this nation ; he faith , that 
there was never thing that liked him better. 


N°. IV. (Vo). I. p. 248.) 

Randolph to Cecil, 10th Auguft 1560. From 
Edinburgh. * 

S IN CE the 29th of July, at what time I wrote laft to 
your honour, I have heard of nothing worth the reporting. 
At this prefent it may pleafe you to know , that the mod 
part of the nobles are here arrived , as your honour ihall 
receive their names in writing. The earl of Huntly ex- 
cufeth himfelf by an infirmity in his leg. His lieutenant 
for this time is the lord of Lidington, chofen fpeaker of 
the parliament, or harangue -maker as thefe men term it. 
The firft day of their fitting in parliament will be on 
Thurfday next. Hitherto as many as have been prefent 
of the lords have communed and devifed of certain*heads 
then to be propounded , as , who ihall be fent into France, 
who into England.. It is much eafier to find them than 
the other. It feemeth almoft to be refolved upon that for 
England the Mailer of Maxwell , and laird of Lidington. 
For France , Pitarrow and the Juftice Clerk. Alfo they 
have confulted whom they think meeteft to name for the 
XXIV. of the which the XII. counfellors muft be chofen. 
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They Intend very fhortly to fend away Dingwall the herald 
into France, with the names of thofe they fhall chufe; 
and alfo to require the king and queen’s confent unto this 
parliament. They have devifed how to have the contract 
with England confirmed by authority of parliament; how 
alfo to have .the articles of the agreement between them 
and tbeir king and queen ratified. Thefe things yet have 
only been had in communication. For the confirmation of 
the contract with England I have no doubt ; for that I hear 
many men very much like the fame, as the Earl of Athol, 
the Earl of Sutherland , the L. Glamis, who dined yefterday 
with L. James. The Lord James requeded me this prefent 
day to bring the contrad unto him. 1 intend alfo , this 
day, to fpeak unto the L. Gray, in our L. Gray’s name, 
for that he promifed in my hearing to fubferib^, and then 
prefcntly would have done it , if the contratft could have been 
had. For the more aflurance againft all inconvenients , I 
would befides that , that I truft it fhall be ratified in par- 
liament, that every nobleman in Scotland had put his hand 
and fet his feal, which may always remain as a notable 
monument, tho’ the atft of parliament be hereafter difan- 
nulled. If it might , therefore , Hand with your advice , 
that the lords’ might be written unto, now that they are here 
prefent to that’ effed, or that I might receive from your 
Honr. fome earned charge to travel herein, I doubt not 
but it would ferve to good purpofe. If it might be alfo 
known with what fubfiantial and effedious words or charge 
you defire to have it confirmed , I think no great difficulty 
would be made. The Earl Marlhal has oft been moved to 
fubferibe, he ufed mo delays then men judged he would. 
His fon told me yederday , that he would Ipeak with me 
at leifure , fo did alfo Drumlanrick ; I know not to what 
purpofe : I have caufed L. James to be the earneder with 
the L. Marlhal , for his authority’s fake , when of late 
it was in confutation by what means it might be wrought, 
that the amity between thefe two realms might be 
perpetual ; and among diverfe men’s opinion , one faid 
that he knew of no other, but by making them both 
one , and that in hope of that mo things were done t 
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than would otherwife have ever been granted ; the earl 
of Argyll advifed him earneftly to ftick unto that, that he 
had promifed , that it fhould pafs his power and all the 
crafty knaves of his counfel ( I am bold to ufe unto your 
H his own words) , to break fo godly a purpofe. 
This talk liked well the affifters , howfomever it 
pleafed him to whom it was fpoken unto. The barons, 
who in time part have been of the parliament , had 
yefterday a convention among themfelves in the church, 
in very honeft and quiet fort ; they thought it good to 
require to be reftored unto their ancient liberty , to have 
voice in parliament. They prefented that day a bill unto 
the lords to that effetft, a copy whereof fhall be fent as 
foon as it can be had. It was anfwered unto gently and 
taken in good part. It was referred unto the lords of the 
articles , when they are chofen to refolve thereupon. — 
Here follow a long paragraph concerning the fortification t 
of Dunbar , £?c. — This prefent morning, viz. the 9th, 
I underftood, that the lords intended to be at the parlia- 
ment, which caufed me fomewhat to ftay my letter, to 
fee what I could hear or learn worth the reporting unto 
your Honour. ‘The lords, at ten of the clock, aflembled 
themfelves at the palace, where the duke lieth; from 
whence they departed towards the Tolbooth , as they were 
in dignity. Each one being fet in his feat , in fuch order 
as your H. fhall receive them in this fcroll. The crown, 
the mace , the fword , were laid in the queen’s Teat. Silence 
being commanded, the L. of Lidington began his oration. 
He excufed his inefficiency to occupy that place. He 
made a brief difcourfe of things pall, and of what neceflity 
men were forced unto for the defence of their country, 
what remedy and fupport it pleafed God to fend them in 
the time of their neceffity, how much he were bound 
heartily to acknowledge it, and to requite it. He took 
away the perfuafion that was in many men’s mind that 
lay back, that mifdeemed other things' to be meant than 
was attempted. He advifed all eftates to lay all particulars 
apart, and to bend themfelves wholly to the true fervice 
ef God and of their country. He willed them to remem- 
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ber in what ftate it had been of long time for lack of 
government, and exercife of juftice. In the end he exhort- 
ed them to mutual amity and hearty friendfhip, and to 
live with one another as members all of one body. — 
He prayed God long to maintain this peace and amity 
with all princes , efpecially betwixt the realms of England 
and Scotland, in the fear of God, and fo he ended. The 
clerk of the regifter immediately ftood up, and afked them 
to what matter they would proceed: it was thought necef- 
fary , that the articles of the ■ peace fhould be confirmed 
with the common confent, for that it was thought necef- 
fary to fend them away with fpecd into France , and to 
receive the ratification of them as foon as might be. The 
articles being read , were immediately agreed unto : A day 
was appointed to have certain of the nobles fubfcribe unto 
them , and to put their feals , to be fent away by a 
herald, who fhall alfo bring the ratification again with 
him. The barons, of whom I have above written, required 
an anfwer to their requeft, fomewhat was faid unto the 
contrary. The barons alledged for them cuftom and authority. 
It was in the end rcfolved , that there fhould be chofen 
fix to join with the lords of the articles, and that if they, 
after good advifement, fhould find it right and neceflary 
for the commonwealth, it fhould be ratified at this parlia- 
ment for a perpetual law. The lords proceeded immedi- 
ately hereupon , to the chufing of the lords of the articles. 
The order is, that the lords fpiritual chufe the temporal, 
and the temporal the fpiritual, and the burgefles their own. 
There were chofen as in this, other paper I have written. 
This being done, the lords departed and accompanied the 
duke , all as far as the Bow ( which is the gate going out 
of the high flreet), and many down into the palace where 
he lieth. The town all in armour, the trumpets founding, 
and other mufic fuch as they have. Thus much I report 
unto your honour of that 1 did both hear and fee. Other 
folemnities have not been ufed faving in times long paft 
the lords have had parliament -robes, which are now with 
them wholly out of ufe. 

The 
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The names of as many earls and lords fpiritual and 
temporal as are aflembled at this parliament. 

The duke of Chatelherault. 


Earls. 

Lords. 

Lords Spiritual. 

Arran. 

Erfltine. 

St. Andrews. 

Argyle. 

Ruthven. 

Dunkell. 

Athole. 

Lind fay. 

Athens. 

Crawford. 

Somervill. 

The bifhop of the Ifles. 

Caflils. 

Cathcart. 

Abbots and Priors I know' 

MarOiall. 

Hume. 

not how many. 

Morton. 

Livingfton. 


Glencairn. 

Innermeth. 


Sutherland. 

Boyd. 


Cathnefs. 

Ogilvy. 


Rothes. 

Fleming. 


Ulonteich. 

Glamis. 



Gray. 

• • . •; 

. . 

Ochiltree. 

Gordon. 

The lords of the Articles. 

Spiritual. 

Temporal. 

Barons elected to be of 

♦ 


the Articles. 

Athens. 

The Duke. 

Maxwell. 

Hies. 

Argyll. 

Tillibardine. 

Lord James. 

Marfhall. 

Cunninghamhead. 

Arbroath. 

Athole. 

Lochenvar. 

Newbottle. 

Morton. 

Pittarow. 

Lindoris. 

Glencairn. 

Lundy. 

Cowpar. 

Ruthven. 

Ten Provofts of the chief 

Kinrofs. 

Erfkit.e. 

towns , which alfo arc 

Kilwinning. 

Boyd. 

of the Articles. 

So that with 

Lindfay. 
the Subprior 

of St. Andrews , the whole 

is J 6. 

Vol. III. 
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> Ic were too long for me to rehearfe particularly the 
difpofition, and chiefly the affedtions of thefe men, that 
are at this time chofen lords of the articles. May ic fatisfy 
your Honour for this time to know that , by the common 
opinion of men, there was not a fubftantialler or more fuffi- 
cient number of all forts of men chofen in Scotland thefe 
many years , nor of whom men had greater hope of good 
to enfue. This prefent morning, viz. the toth, the L. of 
Lidington made me privy unto your letter; he intendeth, 
as much as may be , to follow your advice. Some hard 
points there arc. He himfelf is determined not to go into 
France. He allegeth many reafons , but fpeaketh lead 
of rhat, that movcth him molt, which is the example of 
the laft , that went on a more grateful meflage than he fhall 
carry , and ftood on other terms with their prince than he 
doth , and yet your honour knoweth what the whole world 
judgeth. 

Petition of the LefTer Barons to the Parliament, 
held Aug. 1560 *. 

My lords , unto your lordfliips , humbly means and 
fhows , we the barons and freeholders of this realm , your 
brethren in Chrift, That whereas the caufes of true religion, 
and common well of this realm, are, in this prefent par- 
liament, to be treated, ordered, and eftabliflied, to the 
glory of God, and maintenance of the commonwealth; and 
we being the greateft number in proportion , where the 
faid caufes" Concern, and has been, and yet are ready to 
bear the greateft part of the charges thereuntil, as well in 
peace as in war , both with our bodies and with our goods; 
and feeing there is no place where we may do better 
fervice now than in general councils and parliaments, in 
giving our bell advice and reafon, vote and council for 
the furtherance thereof, for the maintenance of virtue, and 
punifliment' of vice , as ufe and cuftoni had been of old 

* Inclofed in Randolph's Utter to Cecil, I5lh Aug. iSCO, 
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by ancient afts of parliament obferved in this realm; and 
whereby we underftand that we ought to be heard to reafoit 
and vote in all caufes concerning the commonwealth , as 
well in councils as in parliaments ; otherwife we think that 
whatfomever ordinances and ftatutes be made concerning 
tis and our eftate, we not being required and fuffered to 
reafon and vote at the making thereof, that the fame fhould 
not oblige us to ftsnd thereto. Therefore it will pleafe 
your lor dfhips to take confideration thereof, and Of the 
charge born , and to be born by us , fince we are willing 
to ferve truly to the common well of this realm, after our 
eftate, that ye will, in this prefent parliament, and all 
counfells, where the common well of the realm is to be 
treated, take our advice, counfell and vote, fo that, 
without the fame, your lordfhips would fuffer nothing tat 
be pafled and concluded in parliament or councils aforefaidj 
and that all afts of parliament made, in times paft, con- 
cerning us for our place and eftate, and in our favor, be 
at this prefent parliament confirmed , approved and ratified, 
and aft of parliament made thereupon. And your lordfhip# 
anfwer humbly befeeches. . 

Of the fuccefs of this Petition , the folio-wing account 
it given by Randolph', Lett to Cecil, 19 Aug. 1560. The 
matters concluded and paft by common confent on Satur- 
day laft , in fuch folemn fort a S the firft day that they affem- 
bled, are thefe. Firft, that the barons according to an 
old aft of parliament, made in the tiriie of James I. in 
the year of God 1427, lhall have free voice in parliament, 
this aft pafT«d without any contradiftion. 

1 

I * 

1 

l 

✓ 0 » 
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N*. V. (VoL I. p.259.) 

A letter of Thomas Randolph , the Englilh refi- 
dent, to the right worfhipful Sir William Cecil, 
knt. principal fecretary to the queen’s majefty \ 

1 HAVE received your honour’s letters of the firft of 
this month , written at Ofyes in Elfex ; and alfo a letter 
unto the lord James, from his kinfman St. Come out of 
France , in this they agree both that the queen of Scotland 
is nothing changed of her purpofe in home coming. I 
allure your honour that will be a flout adventure for a 
Pick crafed woman , that may be doubted as well what may 
happen unto her upon the feas , as alfo how heartily (he 
may be received when Ihe cometh to land of a great num- 
ber , who are utterly perfuaded that Ihe intendeth their 
utter ruin , come when Ihe will ; the preparance is very 
fmall whenfoever that file arrive, fcarcely any man can be 
perfuaded that Ihe hath any fuch thought in her head. I 
have Ihown your honour’s letters unto the lord James , lord 
Morton , lord Lidington ; they wifh , as your honour doth , 
that Ihe might be flayed yet for a fpace, and if it were 
not for their obedience fake fome of them care not tho’ 
they never faw her face. They travel what they can to 
prevent the wicked devices of thefe mifchievous purpofes 
of her miniflers, but 1 fear that that will always be found 
that filij hujus feculi, they do what they can to (land with 
the religion , and to maintain amity with their neighbours ; 
they have alfo need to look unto themfelves, for their ha- 
zard is great , and that they fee there is no remedy nor 
fafety for themfelves ,• but to repofe themfelves upon the 
queen’s ', majelly, our fovereign’s favours and fupport. 
Friends abroad they have none , nor many in whom they 
may trull at home. There are in mind fhortly to try what 

* 9 Aug. ifSl. CotU Lib. R. 10. fo» 32. 
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they may be allured at of the queen’s majefty , and what 
they may alTuredly perform of that they intend to offer for 
their parties. This the queen of Scotland above all other 
things doubteth ; this fhe feeketh by all means to pre- 
vent; and hath caufed St. Come, in her name, earneftly 
to write to charge him that no fuch things be attempted 
before her coming home ; for that it is faid that they too 
already arrived here out of Fngland for the purpofe . what 
femblant fomever the noblemen do make , that they are 
grieved with their queen’s refufal , that cometh far from 
their hearts. They intend to expoftulate with me here- 
upon. I have my anfwer ready enough for them. If fhe 
thruft all Englifhmen out of this country, I doubt not 
but there will be feme of her own that will bear us fome 
kindnefs. Of me fhe fhall be quit, fo foon as it pleafeth 
the queen’s majefty my nriftrefs no longer to ufe my fer- 
vice in this place. By fuch talk, as I have of late had with 
the lord James and lord of Lidmgton, I perceive that 
they are of mind that immediately of the next convention, 
I fhall repair towards you with their determinations , and 
refolutiens , in all purpofes . wherein your honour’s advice 
is earntftly required , and fhortly looked for. Whatfom- 
ever l defi’e myftlf, 1 know my will ought to be fubjedt 
unto the queen my fovereign’s pleafure, but to content 
myfelf , would Cod 1 were fo happy as to ferve her majefty 
in as mean a ftate as ever poor gentleman did , to be quit 
of this place; not that I do in my heart wax weary of 
her majefty ’s fervice, but becaufe my time and years re- 
quire fome place of more repofe and quietnefs than I find 
in this country. I doubt alfo my infufficience when other 
troubles in this country arife , or ought fhall be required 
of me to the advancement of her majefty’s fervice , that 
either my will is not able to compafs , or my credit fuffi- 
cient to work to that eft’edt, as perchance fhall be looked 
for at my hands. As your honour hath been a means of 
my continuance in this room , fo 1 truft that 1 fhall find 
that continual favour at your hai\ds , that fo foon as it fhall 
ftand with the queen’s majefty’s pleafure, 1 may give this 
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place unto fome far worthier than I am myfelf, and in the 
mean fealon , have my courfe directed by your good ad, 
vice how I may by my contrivance do force fuch fervice, 
as may be agreeable to her majefty’s will and pleafure. 

Thefe few words, I am bold to write unto your ho- 
nour of myfelf. For the reft, where that is wifhed that 
the lords will ftoutly continue yet for one month , 1 allure 
your honour that there is yet nothing omitted of their old 
and accuftomed manner of doing, and feeing that they 
have brought that unto this point, and fhuuld now pre- 
vail, they were unworthy of their lives. 

I find not that they are purpofed fo to leave the mat- 
ter. I doubt more her money than 1 do her fair words ; 
and yet can I not conceive what great things can be 
wrought with forty thoufand crowns , and treafure of her 
own here 1 know there is no fure or ready means to get 
it. The lord of Lidington leaveth nothing at this time 
Unwritten , that he thinketh may be able to fatisfy your 
defire , in knowledge of the prefent ftate of things here, 
Whatfomever cometh of that, he firdeth it ever belt, that 
Ihe come not; but if fhe do come, to let her know , at 
the firft, what fhe fhall find, which is due obedience, 
and willing fervice, if fhe embrace Chrift, and defire to 
live in peace with her neighbours. By fuch letters as you 
have laft received . your honour fomewhat underftandeth 
of Mr- Knox himfelf, and alfo of others , what is deter- 
mined , he himfelf to abide the uttermoft, and other nevet 
•to leave him until God have taken his life , and thus to- 
gether with what comfort fomever it will pleafe you to 
give him by your letters, that the queen’s majtfty doth not 
utterly condemn him, or at the leaft in that point, that he 
is fo fore charged with by his own queen , that her majefty 
will not allow her doing. I doubt not but it will be a 
great comfort unto him , and will content many others ; 
his daily prayer is for the maintenance of unity with Eng- 
land , and that God will never fuffer men to be fo ungrate, 
•s by any perfuafion to run headlong unto the deftrudion 
of them , that have laved their lives , and reftored their 
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country to liberty. I leave farther, at this time, to trouble 
your honour, defiring God to fend fuch an amity between 
thefe two realms that God may be glorified to them of thk 
world. — At Edenburgh the 9th of Augult 1961. 


N\ VI. (Vol. I. p. 259.) 

A letter of Queen Elizabeth to Queen Mary r . 

To the right excellent, right high and mighty princefle, 
our right dear and well-beloved filler and coufin the 
queen of Scotland. 

0 

l^IGHT excellent, right high, and mighty princefle, 
our right dear and right well-beloved filler and coufin, we 
greet you well. The Lord of St. Cofme brought to us 
your letters, dated the 8th of this prefent at Abbevile, 
whereby ye fignify , that although by the anfwer brought 
to you by Monfieur Doyzell , ye might have had occafion 
to have entered into fome doubt of our amity, yet after 
certain purpofes parted betwixt you and our ambaflador, 
you would allure us of your good meaning to live with 
us in amity , and for your purpofe therein ye require us 
to give credit to the faid St. Cofme. We have there- 
unto thought good to anfwer as followeth. The fame 
St. Cofme hath made like declaration unto us on your part, 
for your excufe in not ratifying the treaty, as yourfelf 
made to our ambaflaAor, and we have briefly anfwered to 
every the fame points , as he can fhow you : and if he 
fhall not fo do , yet leaft in the mean feafon you might be 
induced to think that your reafons has fatisfied us fomer- 
ally we allure you , that to our requells your anfwer cannot 

7 I6th of Aug is«x. Paper* Office , from a Copy. This is the com. 
plett paper of which that indugrieus and impartial collector. Bishop 
Keith, has published a fragment, from what he calls his shattered 
MS. 145 , note (a) m. 
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be reputed for a fatisfadion. For we require no benefit 
of you , but that you will perform your promife whereunto 
you are bound by your feal and your hand , for the refufal 
whereof we fee no reafon alledged can ferve. Neirher 
covet we any thing, but that which is in your own 
power as queen of Scotland , that which yourfelf in words 
and fpeech doth corfefs, that which your late husband’s 
our good brother’s ambafTadors and you concluded, that 
which your own nobility and people were made privy un- 
to, that which indeed made peace and quietnefs betwixt 
us, yea that without which no perfed amity can condone 
betwixt us, as if it be indifferently weighed, we doubt 
not but ye will perceive, allow and accomplifh. Never- 
thelefs, perceiving by the report of the bringer, that you 
mean furthwith upon \our coming home, to follow herein 
the advice of your council in Scotland , we are content to 
fufpend our conceipt of all unkindnefs, and do allure you 
that we be fully refolved , upon this being performed, to 
unite a fure band of amity, and to live in neighbourhood 
with you as quietly, friendly, yea as affuredly in the knot 
of friendfhip, as we be in the knot of nature and blood. 
And herein we be fo earneftly determined , that the world 
fhould fee if the contrary fhould follow ( which God for- 
bid), the very occafion to be in you and notin us; as the 
ftory witnefTeth the like of the king your father, our uncle, 
with whom our father fought to have knit a perpetual 
bond by inviting to come in this realm to York, of which 
matter we know there remain with us , and we think 
with you , fundry witnefTes of our father’s earneft good 
meaning, and of the error whereunto divers evil council- 
lors induced your father ; or finally where it feemech that 
report had been made unto you, that we had fent our 
admiral to the feas with our navy to impeche your paf- 
fage , both your fervants do well underftand how falfe 
that is , knowing for a truth that we have not any more 
than two or three fmall barks upon the feas, to apprehend 
certain pirates, being thereto entreated, and almoft com- 
pelled , by the earned: complaint of the ambafiador of 
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our good brother the king of Spain , made of certain Scot- 
tifhmen haunting our feas as pirates , under pretence of 
letters of marque , of which matter alfo we earneftly require 
you , at your coming to your realme , to have fome good 
confideration , and the rather for refpedt that oughc to be 
betwixt your realme and the countries of us, of France, 
of Spain , and of the houfe of Burgundy And fo , right 
excellent, right high and mighty princeis, we recommend 
us to you with moft earned requeft, not to nejjled diefe 
our friendly and fifterly offers of friendfhip , which, before 
God , we mean and intend to accomplifh. Given under 
our fignet at Heyningham the 16th of Auguff, in the third 
year of our reign. 


N\ VII. ( Vol. I. p. 304.) 

I 

A letter of Randolph to the right honorable Sir 
William Cecil, knight, principal fecretary to 
the queen’s majefty . 

O F late , until the arrival of monfieur Le Croc , I had 
nothing worth the writing unto your honour. — Before his 
coming we had fo little to think upon, that we did nothing 
but pafs our time in feafts, banquetting, mafking, and 
running at the ring, and fuch like. He brought with 
him fuch a number of letters, and fuch abundance of news, 
that , for the fpace of three days , we gave ourfelves to 
nothing elfe but to reading of writings , and hearing of tales, 
many fo truly reported , that they might be compared 
to any that ever Luciane did write de veris narrationibus. 
Among all his tidings, for the moft affured, I fend this unto 
your honour as an undoubted truth, which is , that the 
cardinal of Lorraine, at his being with the emperor, moved 
a marriage between his youngeft fon , the duke of Aftruche, 

1 nth of May, l{<3* Paper-Office, from the Original. 
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and this queen ; wherein he hath fo far travelled , that it hath 
already come unto this point , that if fhe find it good , the faid 
duke will out of hand fend hither his embaffador,and farther pro- 
ceed to the confummation hereof, with as convenient fpeed as 
may be ; and to the intent her mind may be the better known, 
Le Croc is fent unto her with this meflage from the cardinal , 
who hath promifed unto the emperor , to have word again be- 
fore the end of May; and for this caufe Le Croc is ready for 
Inis departure, and his letters writing both day and night. This 
queen being before advertized of his towardnefs, by many 
means hath fought far off, to know my lord of Murray’s 
mind herein , but would never fo plainly deal with him , 
that he could learn what her meaning is , or how fhe is bent. 
She ufeth no man’s council, but only this man’s that laft 
arrived , and afluredly until the L. of Lidington’s return , 
fhe will do what fhe can to keep that fecret ; and becaufe 
refolution in his abfence cannot be taken , fhe will , for 
this time, return Le Croc with requeft, to have longer 
time to devize; and after, with the moft fpeed fhe can, 
fhe fully propofeth to advertize , him , 1 mean, her uncle 
the cardinal, of her mind. OF this matter the L. of 
Lidington is made privy. I know not whether by fome 
intelligence that he had before his departure, or fince hi* 
arrival in France, divers letters have pafTed between her 
grace and him , whereof as much as it imported not 
greatly the knowledge of, was communicated to fome , 
as much as was written in Cypher , is kept unto themfelves. 
Whether alfo the L. of Lidington hath had conference 
with the Spanifh ambaflador in England of this matter, 
or any like , I leave it unto your honour’s good means , 
to get true knowledge thereof Guefles or furmizes in 
fo grave matters , I would be loath to write for verities. 
This alfo your honour may takp for truth , that the em- 
peror hath offered with his fon, for this queen’s dower, 
the county of Tyroll, which is faid to be worth j 0,000 
franks by year. Of this matter alfo the rhingrave wrote 
a letter unto this queen , out of France not long fince. 
This is all that prefently I can write unto your honour 
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hereof; as I can come by farther knowledge, your honour 
fhall be informed. 

I have received your honour’s writings by the Scottifh 
man that laft came into thefe parts ; he brought alfo 
letters unto this queen from the L. of Lidington ; their 
date was old , and contained oHy the news of France. 
I perceive divers ways , that Newhaven is forre clofed , 
but 1 am not fo ignorant of their nature , but that l know 
they will fay as much as they dare to , 1 will not fay as 
the proverb doth , ‘ canis timidus fortius latrat. * From 
hence I do allure them , what means fomever they make , 
or how pitiful fomever their mone be , they are like to re- 
ceive but fmall comfort for all their long allie. We Hand 
daily in doubt what friendfhip we fhall need ourfelf, ex- 
cept we put better order unto our mifruled papifts , than 
yet we do , . or know how to bring to pafs that we may be 
void of their comfcer. 

To morrow, the ^this inftant , the queen departeth 
of this town , towards hdenburgh. If my hap be good , 
you fhall thoroughly hear fome merry tidings of the Bp. of 
St. Andrews ; upon Wednefday next he fhall be arraigned , 
and five other priefts , for their maffing at Eafter laft. Thus 
Nnoft humbly I take my leave; at St. Andrews the i;th of 
May, i;6j. 


N*. VIII. (Vol. I. p. 313.) 

Letter of Randolph to the right honourable Sit- 
William Cecil , knight', principal fecretary to 
the queen’s majefty \ 

May it pleafe your honour , the 7th of this inftant, 
Rowlet, this queen’s fecretary, arrived here; he reporteth 
very honeftly of his good ufage , he brought with him 

* 10th of April IS< 3 - Paper- Office, from the Original in his own 
hand. 
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many letters unto the queen that came out of France , full 
of lamentation and forrow. She received from the queen 
mother two letters , the one contained only the rehearfal of 
her griefs , the other fignify the ftate of France as then it 
was , as in what fort things were accorded, and what farther 
was intended for the appeafing of the difcords there , not 
miftrufting but that if reafon could not be had at the queen 
of England’s hands , but that the realm of France fhould 
find her ready and willing to fupport and defend the right 
thereof, as by friendfhip and old alliance between the two 
realms fhe is bound. 

How well thefe words do agree with her doings , your 
honour can well confider, and by her writings in this fort 
unto this queen , ( which I allure your honour is true ) you 
may affuredly know, that nothing fhail be left undone 
of her part , that may move debate or controverfie between 
this queen and our fovereign. 

It was much mufed at by the^u|^n herfelf, how this 
new kindnefs came about , that at this time fhe received 
two long letters written all with her own hand , faying , all 
the time fince her return fhe never received half fo many 
lines , as were in one of the letters , which l can myfelf 
teftify by the queen’s own faying , and other good aflur- 
ance , where hitherto I have not been deceived. I can 
alfo farther allure your honour , that this queen hath fayed 
that fhe knoweth now , that the friendfhip of the queen’s 
majefty my fovereign may ftand her more in ftead , than 
that of her good mother in France , and as fhe is deiir- 
ous of them both , fo will fhe not lofe the one for the 
other. 1 may alfo farther allure your honour , that what- 
fomever the occafion is , this queen hath fomewhat in her 
heart that will burft out in time , which will manifeft that 
fome unkindnefs hath pafled between them , that will not 
be eafy forgotten. In talk fometimes with myfelf, fhe faith 
that the queen mother might have ufed the matter other- 
wife than fhe hath done , and doth much doubt what fhail 
be the fuccefs of her great defire to govern alone , in all 
things to have her will. Seeing then that prefently they 
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Hand in fuch terms one with the other, I tho’t it better 
to confirm her in that mind ( this queen I mean ) , than 
to fpeak any word that might caufe her to conceive bet- 
ter of the other. And yet I am allured fhe (hall receive 
as friendly letters , and as many good words from this 
queen , as the other did write unto her. Whether the 
queen mother will fpeak any thing unto the L. of Li- 
dington of that purpofe Ihe did write unto this queen 
of, I know not ; but if Ihe do , I think it hard if your ho- 
nour can get no favour thereof, at his .return, or I per- 
chance by fome means here. It may, perchance, be writ- 
ten only by that queen , to try what anfwer this queen 
will give , or underftand what mind fhe beareth unto the 
queen’s majefty our fovereign. The queen knoweth now 
that the earl Bothwell is fent for to London. She cau- 
fed a gentleman of hers to enquire the caufe ; I anfwered 
that I knew none other , but that his takers were in con- 
troverfy who took him , and that it Ihould be judged 
there. I know that Ihe thinketh much that he is not font 
into Scotland. It is yet greatly doubted that if he were 
here , he would be referved for an evil inftrument. If 
the Lord of Lidington have not been plain with your ho- 
nour herein , he is in the wrong to thofe who are his 
friends here , but mod of all to himfelf. There comes 
a vulture in this realm , if ever that man come again into, 
credit. 
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N\ IX. ( Vol. I. p. 322 ) 

The oration made by Will'am Maitland of Le- 
thington , younger fecretary for the time, in the 
parliament holden by our fovceign the king’s 
mother, queen of tlis re lm for the time, the 
time of the jeflitution of Umquile Matthew 
Earl of Lenox. 

JVTy Lords , and others here convened. Albeit , be 
that it has pleafed her Majefty moll gracioufly to utter 
unto you , by her own mouth , ye may have fufficiently 
conceived the caufe of this your prefent aflembly ; yet 
having her majefty’s commandment to fupply my Lord 
Chancellor’s place , being prefently as ye fee deceafed , I 
am willed to exprefs the fame fomewhat more at large. 

Notour it is , how in her highnefs’s minority , a pro- 
cefs of forfaultour was decreed againft my Lord of Lenox, 
for certain offences alledged committed by him , fpecified 
in the dome and cenfement of Parliament given thereupon; 
by reafun whereof he has this long time been exiled, and 
abfent forth of his native country ; how grievous the fame 
has been unto him , it has well appeared by divers his 
fuites , fundry ways brought unto her Majefty’s knowledge, 
not only containing moft humble and due fubmiflion, but 
always bearing witnefs of his good devotion to her Majefty, 
his natural princefs , and earneft affetftion he had to her 
Highnefs moft humble fervice . if it fhould pleafe her 
Majefty of her clemency to make him able to enjoy the 
benefit of a fubjcdt ; many refpedts might have moved 
her Highnefs favourably to incline to his requeft , as the 
anciency of his houfe , and the firname he bears , the 
honour he has to appertain to her Majefty by affinity , by 
reafon of my lady Margaret her Highnefs’s aunt, and divers 
other his good confiderations , as ado the effectuous requeft 
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of her good fitter the Queen’s Majefty of England, whofe 
earneft commendation was not of lead moment , befides 
that of her own natural , her Majefty has a certain inclina- 
nation to pity the decay of noble houfes, and as we heard, 
by her own report , has a great deal more pleafure to be 
the inttrument of the uphold , maintenance , and advance* 
ment of the ancient blood , than to have matter miniftred 
of the decay or ovei throw of any good race. Upon this 
occafion , her Majefty the more tenderly looked upon hi* 
requeft, and her good filler the Queen of England’s favourable 
letter, written for recommendation of his caufe, in confi- 
deration whereof not only has fhe granted unto him her 
letter of reftitution , by way of grace , but alfo licenfed 
him to purfue , by way of reduction , the remedies provided 
by the law for fuch as think themfelves grieved by any 
judgment, unorderly led, and to have the procefs reverfed; 
for examination whereof, it has pleafed her Majefty prefently 
to affemble you the three eftates of this her realme , by 
whofe advice, deliberation, and decifion at her Majefty’s 
mind , to proceed forward upon his complaints , as the 
merits of the caufe, laws of the realme, and pradice ob- 
ferved in fuch cafes, will bear out. The fum of all your 
proceedings at this time , being by that we have heard , thus 
as it were pointed out , I might here end , if the matter 
we have in hand gave me not occafion to fay a few moro 
words , not far different from the fame fubjed , wherein 
I would extend the circumftances more largely. If I 
feared not to offend her highnefs, whofe prefence and modeft 
nature abhors long fpeaking and adulation, and fo will com- 
pel me to fpeak fuch things , as may feem to tend to any 
good and perfed point , and left it fhould be compted to 
me , as that I were oblivious , if 1 Ihould omit to put you 
in remembrance, in what part we may accept this, and 
the like demonftrations of her gentill nature ; whofe gracious 
behaviour towards all her fubjeds , in general , may ferve 
for a good proof of that felicity , we may look for under 
her happy, government , fo long as it fhall pleafe God to 
grant her unto us ; for a good harmony to be had in the 
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common weill , the offices between the prince and the 
fubjedts rouft be reciproque ; as by her Majefty’s prudence 
we enjoy this prefent peace with all foreign nations , and 
quietnefs among yourfelves, in fuch fort, that 1 think juftly 
it may be affirmed Scotland, in no man’s age , that prefently 
lives , was in greater tranquillity ; fo is it the duty of all 
us her loving fubjeds to acknowledge the fame as a moll 
high benefit , proceeding from the good government of her 
Majefty , declaring ourfelves thankful for the fame , and 
rendering to her Majefty fuch due obedience, as a juft prince 
fnay look for at the hands of faithful and obedient fubjeds. 
I mean no forced nor unwilling obedience, which 1 know 
her nature does deteft, but fuch as proceeds from the 'con- 
templation of her modeft kind of regirtient , will for love 
and duty fake produce the fruits thereof. A good proof 
have we all in general had of her Majefty’s benignity 
thefe three years , that fhe has lived in the government 
over you , and many of you have largely tafted of her large 
liberality and frank dealing ; on the other part her high- 
nefs has had large appearance of your dutiful obedience , 
fo it becomes you to continue , as we have begun , in con- 
fideration of the many notable examples of her clemency 
above others her good qualities , and to abhor and deteft 
all falfe bruites and rumours, which are the moll peflilent 
evils that can be in any common weill , and the fowers and 
inventors thereof. Then may we be well allured to have 
of her an moll gracious princelTe , and fhe mod faithful and 
loving fubjedts ; and fo both the head and the members , 
being encouraged to maintain the harmony and accord of 
the politic bodies , whereof 1 made mention before , as 
the glory thereof Iball partly appertain to her Majefty , 
fo fhall no fmall praife and unfpeakable commodity redound 
therethrough to you all univerfaily her fubjedts. 


N\ X. 


to* 
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N\ X. (Vol. I. p. 533.) 

^Jlie perils and troubles that may prefently enfue,' 
and in time to come follow , to the Queen’s ma- 
jefty of England , and Date of this realm, up- 
on the marriage of the Queen of Scots to the 
Lord Darnley. 

dFlRST, the minds oF fuch as be afFefted to the Queetl 
of Scots , either for herfelf or for the opinion of he? 
pretence to this crown , or for the defire to have change 
of the forme of religion in .this realm , or for the difcon- 
tentation they have of the Queen’s majefty, or her fuc- 
ceftion , or of the fuccelTion of any other befide the 
Queen of Scotts , fhall be , by this marriage, erected * 
comforted , and induced to devife and labour how to bring 
their defires to pafs ; and to make fome eftimate what 
perfons thofe are , to the intent the quantity of the danger 
may be weighed ; the fame may be comparted in thofe forts 
'either within the realm or without. 

The firft are fiich as are fpecially devoted to the Queen 
of Scotts , or to the Lord Darnley , by bond of blood and 
alliance ; as firft , all the houfe of Lorrain and Guife for her 
part, and the Earl of Lenox and his wife , all fuch in 
Scotland as be of their blood , and have received difplea- 
fures by the Duke t>f Chatelherault and the Hamiltons. 
The fecond Are all manner of perfons , both in this realme 
and other countries, that are devoted to the authority of 
Home, and mirtike of the religion now received; and in 
thefe two forts are the fubftance of them comprehended , 
that fhall take comfort in this marriage. 

Next therefore to be confidered what perils and troubles 
thefe kind of men fhall intend to this realm. 

Firft, the general fcope and mark of all' their defires 
is , and always fhall be , to bring the Queen of Scotts to 

Vol. III. P 
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have the royal crown of this realm ; and therefore , though 
the devifers may vary amongft themfelves for the com palling 
hereof, according to the accidents of the times , and ac- 
cording to the impediments which they fhall find by means 
of the Queen’s majefty’^ actions and governments , yet all 
their purpofes , drifts , devifes , and practices , fhall wholly 
and only tend to make the Queen of Scotts Queen of this 
realm , and to deprive our fovereign lady thereof > and 
in their proceedings , there are two manners to be confider- 
ed , whereof the one is far worfe than the other ; the one 
is intended by them , that either from malicious blind- 
nefs in religion , or for natural affedtion to the Queen of 
Scotts, or the Lord Darnley, doperfuade themfelves that the 
faid Queen of Scotts hath prefently more right to the crown 
than our fovereign lady the Queen , of which fort be all 
their kindred on both fides , and all fuch as arc devoted to 
popery , either in England , Scotland , Ireland , or elfe- 
where : the other is meant by them , which , with lefs 
malice are perfuaded that the Queen of Scotts hath only 
right to be the next heir to fucceed the Queen’s majefty 
and her ilfue , of which fort few are without the realm , 
but here within , and yet of them , not fo many as are of 
the contrary , and from thefe two forts fhall the peril , de- 
vifes and practices proceed. From the firft , which ima- 
gine the Queen of Scotts to have perpetually right are to 
be looked for thefe perils. Firft , is it to be doubted the 
devil will infedt fome of them to imagine the hurt of the 
life of our dear fovereign lady , by fuefi means as the de- 
vil fhall fuggeft to them , although it is to be affuredly 
hoped , that Almighty God will , as he hath hitherto , gra- 
cioufly protedl and preferve her from fuch dangers ? Se- 
■*’ condly , there will be attempted , by perfuafions , by bruits, 
by rumours , and fuch like , to alienate the minds of good 
fubjects from the Queen’s majefty , and to conciliate them 
to the Queen of Scotts , and on this behalf the frontiers 
and the north will be much folicited and laboured. Third- 
ly , there will be attempted caufes of fome tumults and 
rebellions , efpecially in the north towards Scotland , fo as 
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thereupon may follow fome open enterprife fet by vio- 
lence. Fourthly, there will be , by the faid Queen’s coun- 
cil and friends , a new league made with France , or Spain, 
that fhall be offenfive to this realm , and a furtherance 
to their title. And as it is alfo very likely, that they will 
fet a foot as many practices as they can , both upon the 
frontiers and in Ireland , to occafion the Queen’s majefty 
to increafe and continue her charge thereby , to retain her 
From being mighty or potent, and for the attempting of 
all thefe things, many devifes will be imagined, from time 
to time , and no negligence will therein appear. 

From the fecond fort , which mean no other favour to > 
the Oue'en of Scotts , but that Ihe fhould fucceed in title 
to the Queen’s majefty, is rtot much to be feared, but that 
they will content themfelves to fee not only the Queen’s 
majefty not to marry , and fo to impeach it , but to hope , 
that the Queen of Scotts fhall have iffue , which they will 
think to be more pleafable to all men, becaufe thereby the 
crowns of England and Scotland fhall be united in one., 
and thereby the occafion of war fhall ceafe; with which 
perfuafion many people may be feduced , and abufed to 
incline themfelves to the part of the Queen of Scotts. 

The remedies againft thefe perils. 


i * 
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A Duplicate 

A fummary of the confultation and advice given 
by the lords and others of the privy council, 
Colleded out of the fundry and feveral fpceches 
of the faid counfcllors 


Lord Keeper , 

Lord Treafurer, 
r Derby, 

Earls of v Bedford, 
v Leicefter , 
Lord Admiral, 

Lord Chamberlain, 


Mr. Comptroller, 

Mr. Vice-Chamberlain^ 
Mr. Secretary, 

Cave , 

Peter, 

Mafon. If 


Queftions propounded were thefe two? 


t. FlRST, what perils might enfue to the Queen’s 
majefty , or this realm , of the marriage betwixt the Queen 
of Scotts, and the Lord Darnley. 

2. What were meet to be done , to avoid or remedy 
the fame. 

To the Firft. 

Tnt perils being fundry, and very many, were reduced 
by fome counfellors into only one. 

1. Firft, that by this marriage, the Queen of Scotts, 
( being not married ) a great number in this realm not of 
the worft fubjedts might be alienated in their minds from their 
natural duties to her majefty, to depend upon the fuccefs of 
this marriage of Scotland , as a mean to eftablifh the fucceC- 
fion of both the crowns in the ifTue of the fame marriage , 
and fo favour all devifes and practices , that fhould tend to 
the advancement of the Queen of Scotts. 

2. Secondly , that confidering the chief foundation of 
them , which furthered the marriage of the Lord Darnley , 
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was laid upon the trull of fuch as were papifts , as the 
only means left to reftore the religion of Rome , it was 
plainly to be feen, that both in this realm and Scotland , 
the papifts would moll favour , maintain , and fortify this 
marriage of the Lord Darnley, and would, for furtherance 
of fadlion in religion , devife all means and pradtices that 
could be within this realm , to difturb the eftate of the 
Queen’s majefty, and the peace of the realm, and confe- 
quently to atchieve their purpofes by force , rather than fail. 

By fome other , thefe perils having indeed many branches , 
were ^educed , though fomewhat otherwife , into two forts , 
and thefe were in nature fuch as they could not be eafily 
fevered the one from the other , but tvere knit and lincked 
together , naturally for maintaining the one with the other. 

The firft of'thefe fort of perils was that, by this marriage 
with the Lord Darnley, there was a plain intention to further * 
the pretended title of the Queen of Scotts, not only to 
fucceed the Queen’s majefty , as in her bell amity ihe had 
profefled , but that to occupy the Queen’s eftate, as when ihe 
was in power, fhe did manifeftly declare. 

The fecond was , that hereby the Romiih religion Ihould 
be eredted , and increafed daily in this realm , and thefe two 
were thus knit together, that the furtherance and maintenance 
of the title ftaid , in furthering of the religion of Rome within 
this realm ; and in like manner the furtherance of the fame 
religion flood by the title, for otherwife the title had no 
foundation. 

Proofs of the firft. ) And to prove that the intention to v 
advance the title to difturb the Queen’s majefty , mull needs 
enfue , was confidered that always the intention and will of 
any perfon is moll manifeft, when their power is greateft, 
and contrary when power is fmall, then the intention and 
will of every perfon is covered and lefs feen. So as when 
the Queen of Scotts power was greateft, by her marriage 
with the dauphin of France , being afterwards French king , it 
manifeftly appeared of what mind Ihe, and all her friends 
were , ufing then manifeftly all the means that could be 
devifed to impeach and difpoflefs the Queen’s majefty, firft 
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by writing and publilhing herfelf in all countries Queen of 
England; by granting charters, patents, and commiflions , 
with that ftyle , and with the arms of England , both the 
French and Scotts , which charters remain ftill undefaced; 
and to profecute it w’ith effedt , it is known what preparations 
of war were made , and fent into Scotland; and what other 
forces were afTembled in foreign countries,; yea , in what 
manner a fiiameful peace w r as made by the French with 
king Philip to employ all the forces of France to purfue 
all the matters by force which by God’s providence, and 
the Queen’s majefty contrary power, were repelled; and 
afterwards , by her husband’s death , her fortune and power 
being changed, the intention began to hide itfelf, and 
although by the Scottifh Queen’s commiffaries an accord 
was made at Edenborough , to reform all thofe titles, and 
claims , and pretences, yet to this day, by delays and 
cavillations , the ratification of that treaty hath been de. 
ferred. And fo now, as foon as fhe fliall feel her power, 
Die will fet the fame again abroad, and by confidering of 
fuch errors as w'ere committed in the firft , her friends 
and allies will amend the fame, and proceed fubftantially 
to her purpofe. By fome it was thought plainly , that 
the peril was greater of this marriage with the lord Darnley, 
being a fubjedt of this realm , than with the mightieft prince 
abroad ; for by this , he being of this realm , and having 
for the caufe of religion, and other refpects , made a party 
here, fhould increafe by force with diminution of the power 
of the realm ; in that whatfoever power he could make by the 
Fadtion of the papift, and other difeontented perfons here, 
fiiould be as it were dedudted out of the power of this 
realm; and by the marriage of a ftranger, fhe could not 
be allured of any part here ; fo as by this marriage fh» 
fhould have a portion of her own power to ferve her turn, 
and a fmall portion of adverfaries at home in our own 
bowels , always feern more dangerous than treble the like 
abroad ; whereof the examples are in our own ftories 
many, that foreign powers never prevailed in this realm, 
but with the help of fome at home. It was alfo remem- 
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feered , that feeing now before this attempt of marriage , it 
is found , and manifeftly feen , that in every corner of the 
j-ealm, the fadion that mod favoureth the Scottifh title, 
is-grown flout and bold , yea feen manifeftly in this court, 
both in hall and chamber , it could not be but ( except 
good heed were fpeedily given to it) by this marriage, 
and by the practice of the fautors thereof, the fame fadion 
would fhortly encreafe , and grow fo great and dangerous,, 
as the redrefs thereof would be almoft defperate. And to 
this purpofe it was remembered , how of late in perufing 
of the fubftance of the juftices of the peace, in all the 
countries of the realm , fcantily a third was found fully 
allured to be trufted in the matter of religion , upon which 
only firing the Queen of Scotts title doth hang , and fome 
doubt might be, that the friends of the Earl of Lenox, 
and his had more knowledge hereof than was thought, and 
thereby made avant now in Scotland , and their party was fo 
great in England as the Queen’s majefty durft not attempt to 
contrary his marriage. And in this fort, was the fum of 
the perils declared , being notwithftanding more largely and 
plainly fet out, and made fo apparent by many fure argw- 
ments , as no one of the council could deny them to be 
but many , and very dangerous. 

Second Queftion. 

The queftion of this confutation was , what were meet 
to be done to avoid thefe perils , or elfe to divert the 
force thereof from hurting the realm ; wherein there were 
a great number of particular devifes propounded , and yet 
the more part of them was reduced by fome into three 
heads. 

i. The firft thought neceflary by all perfons , as the 
only thing of the moft moment and efficacy , to remedy 
all thefe perils , and many others, and fuch as without it, 
no other remedy could be found fufficient, and that was 
to obtain that the Queen’s majefty would marry, and make 
therein no long delay. 

P * 
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a. The fecond was to advance , eftablilh , and fortify 
i',1. indeed the profdlion of religion , both in Scotland and in 
? England, and to ditninilh , weaken, and feeble the con-, 

trary. 

3* The third was, to proceed on fundry things, either 
to difappoint and break this intended marriage, or, at the 
leaft, thereby to procure the fame not to be fo hurtful to, 
• this realm, as otherwife it will be. 

The fifft of thefe three hath no particular rights in it, 
but an earneft and unfeigned defire and fuite, with alt 
humblenefs , by prayer to' Almighty God, and advice and 
council to the Queen’s majefty , that fee would defer no 
more time from marriage , whereby the good fubjects of 
the realm might ftay their hearts, to depend upon her 
majefty, and the iffue of her body , without which no furety 
can be devifed to afeertain any perfon of continuance of 
their families or pofterities , to enjoy that which otherwife 
fhould come to them, 

Second , concerning the matters of religion , wherein 
both truth and policy were joined together , had thefe 
particulars. 

Firft , whereas of late the adverfaries of religion , in 
the realm , have taken occafion to comfort and increafc 
their fadtion, both in England, Scotland, and abroad, 

. with a rumour and expedition that religion fhall be fhortly 

changed in this realm , by means that the bifhops , by 
the Queen’s majefty commandment , have of late dealt 
ftreightly with feme perfons of good religion , becaufe they 
hadforborn, to wear certain apparel, and fuch like things; 
being more of form and accidents, than of any fubftance, 
for that it is well known that her majefty had no meaning 
to comfort the adverfaries, but only to maintain an uni- 
formity as well in things external , as in the fubftance , 
nor yet hath any intention to make any change of the re- 
ligion, as it is eftabliflied by laws. It was thought by 
• all men very neceffary , for the fuppreffing of the pride and 

arrogancy of the adverfaries , indiredtly hereby to notify , 
by her fpeciai let^rs to the two aichbifliops , that hex 
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former commandment was only to retain an uniformity, 
and not to give any occafion to any perfon to misjudge of 
her majefty, in the change of any part of religion, but that 
fhe did determine firmly to maintain the form of her reli- 
gion, as it was eftabliihed, and to puniih fuch as did 
therein violate her laws. And in thefe points, fome alfo 
wifhed that it might pleafe her archbifttops, that if they 
fhould fee that the adverfaries continued in taking occa- 
fion to fortify their faction , that in that cafe they fhould 
ufe a moderation therein, until the next parliament, at 
which time, fome good, uniform and decent order might 
be devifed, and eftabliihed, for fuch ceremonies, fo as 
both uniformity and ^gravity might be retained amongft 
the clergy. 

The fecond means was, tlflt the quondam bifhops, 
*nd others , which had refufed to acknowledge the Queen’s 
majefty’s power over them , according to the law , and 
were of late difperfed in the plague time to fundry places 
abroad , where it is known they ceafe not to advance their 
fadtion, might be returned to the tower, or fome other 
prifon, where they might not have fuch liberty to feduce 
and inveigle the Queen’s majefty’s fubjedls, as they daily 
do. 

The third means was, that where the bifhops do com- 
plain that they dare not execute the ecclefiaftical laws, to 
the furtherance of religion , for fear of the premunire 
wherewith the judges and lawyers of the realm , being not 
beft atfedted in religion , do threaten them , and in many 
cafes lett not to pinch and deface them , that upon fuch 
cafes opened , fome convenient authority might be given 
them, from the Queen’s majefty, to continue during her 
pleafure. 

The fourth was , that there were daily lewd , injudicious 
and unlawful books in Englifh brought from beyond feas, 
and are boldly received, read, and kept, and especially in 
the North, feducing of great numbers of good fubjedts, 
the like boldnefs whereof # was never fuffered in any other 
princefs’s time , that fome (height order might be given to 
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avoid the fame, and that it might be confidered by the 
judges , what manner of crime the fame is , to maintain 
fuch books, made diredtly againft her majefty’s authority, 
and maintaining a foreign power , contrary to the laws of 
the realm. 

The fifth was, that where a great number -of monks, 
fryars, and fuch lewd perfons are fled out of Scotland, and 
do ferve in England , efpecially in the North , as curates 
of churches , and all fuch of them as are not found honeft 
and conformable , may be banifhed out of the realm , for 
that it appeareth they do fow fedition in the realm , in 
many places, and now will increafe their doings. 

The fixch , where fundry having ecclefiaftical livings , are 
on the other fide the fea, and fro?h thence maintain fedi- 
tion in the realm ; that livings may be better bellowed , to 
the commodity of the realm, upon good fubjedts. 

The feventh is , that the judges of the realm , having 
no fmall authority in this realm in governance of all pro- 
perty of the realm , might be fworn to the Queen’s majelty, 
according to the laws of the realm, and fo thereby they 
fhould for confcience fake maintain the Queen’s majelly’s 
authority. 

The particulars of the third intention, to break and 
avoid this marriage , or to divert the perils. 

Firft to break this marriage, confidering nothing can likely 
do it, but force, or fear of force,' it is thought by fome 
that thefe means following might occafion the breach of the 
marriage. 

1. That the earl of Bedford repair to his charge. 

2. That the works at Berwick be more advanced. 

3. Thatjthe garrifon be there increafed. 

4. That all the wardens put their frontiers in order 
with fpeed, to be ready at an hour’s warning. 

y. That fome noble perfon, as the duke of Norfolk, or 
the earl of Salop, or fuch other, be fent into Yorklhire, 
to be lieutenant-general in the frjprth. 

6. That preparations be made of a power , to be in 
readinefc to ferve, either at Berwick, or to invade Scotland. 
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7. That prefently lady Lenox be committed to Lome 
place , where fhe may be kept from giving or receiving of 
Intelligence. 

9. That the earl of Lenox and his fon may be fent for, 
and required to be fent home by the Queen of Scotts, accord* 
ing to the treaty; and if they fhall not come, then to denounce 
to the Queen of Scotts the breach of the treaty , and there- 
upon to enter with hoftility ; by which proceeding , hope 
is conceived (fo the fame be done in deeds and not in 
fhews) that the marriage will be avoided, or at the leaft 
that it may be qualified from many perils ; and whatfoever 
is to be dorre herein, is to be executed with fpecd, whilft 
Ihe has a party in Scotland that favoureth not the marriage, 

and before any league made by the Queen of Scotts with ' 

France' or Spain. 

Some other allows well of all theft proceedings, faving 
of proceeding to hoftility, but all do agree in the reft, and 
alfo to thefe particularities following. 

10. That the earl’s lands upon his refufal, or his fon’s 
refufing , fhould be feized , and bellowed in gift or cuftody, 
as fhall pleafe her majefty, upon good fubjedls. 

11. That all manifeft favourers of the earl, in the North, 
or clfewhere , be inquired for , and that they be , by fundry 
means, well looked to. 

iz. That inquiry be made in the North, who have the 
ftewardlhip of the Queen’s majefty’s lands there, and that 
no perfon, deferving miftruft, be fuffered to have govern- 
ance or rule of any of her fubjedts or lands in the North, 
but only to retain their fees, and more trufty perfons have . 
rule of the fame people’s lands. , 

1 3 • That all frequent paflages into this realm, to and 
from Scotland, be reftrainad to all Scottilh men, faving 
fuch as have fafe - condudt , or be efpecially recommended 
from Mr. Randolph as favourers of the realm. 

14. That fome intelligence be ufed with fuch in Scot- 
land , as favour not the marriage , and they comforted from 
time to time. 

19. That the Queen’s majefty’s houfhold, chamber, and 
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penfioners, be better feen unto, to avoid broad and mw 
comely fpeech ufed by fundry againft the ftate of the realm. 

1 6. That the younger fon of the earl of Lenox, Mr. 
Charles , be remembered to fome place where he may be 
forth coming. 

1 7- That confidering the fadtion and title of the Queen 
of Scotts , hath now of long time received great favour , 
and continued , by the Queen’s majefty’s favour herein ,to 
the Queen of Scotts and her minifters, and the lady Ca- 
tharine, whom the faid Queen of Scotts accompted as a 
competor unto her in pretence of title, It may pleafe the 
Queen’s majeftv, by fome exterior adt, to fhew fome re- 
miflion of her difpleafure to the lady and to the earl of 
Hartford, that the Queen of Scotts thereby may find fome 
change, and her friends put in doubt of further proceeding 
therein. 

iR. That whofoever fball be lieutenant in the North, 
Sir Ralph Sadler may accompany him. 

19. That with fpeed the realm of Ireland may be com- 
mitted to a new governor. 

20. Finally, that thefe advifes being ‘confidered by her 
majefty, it mjy pleafe to choofe which of them fhe liketh, 
and to put them in execution in deeds , and not to pafs 
them over in confultations and fpeeches. 

For it is to be allured , that her adverfaries will ufe all 
means to put their intention in execution. Some by practice, 
fome by force, when time fhall ferve, and no time can 
ferve fo well the Queen’s majefty to interrupt the perils, as 
• now at the firft, before the Queen of Scotts purpofes be 
fully fettled. 

N\ XL ( Vol. I. p. 349.) 

Randolph to the earl of Leicefler, from Edinburgh 
the 31ft of July 1565 

M A Y it pleafe your lordfliip , I have received your 
lordfhip’s letter by my fervant , fufficient teftimany of your 
11 Cot. lib. Cal. B. 9. fol. SIS'. An Original. 
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lordfhip’s Favour towards me, whereof I think my felf always 
fo afTured, that what other mifliap foever befal me, I have 
enough to comfort myfelf with; though I have not at this 
time received neither according to the need I ftand, nor 
the necefltty of the fervice that I am employed in, I will 
lather pafs it , as I may with patience , than trouble your 
lordfhip to be further futer for me, when there is fo little 
hope that any good will be done for me. I doubt not but 
your lordihip hath heard by fuch information as I have given 
from hence , what the prefent ftate of this country is , how this 
Queen is now become a married wife, and her husband, the 
felf-fame day of his marriage, made a king. In their defires , 
hitherto, they have found fo much to their contentment, that 
if the reft fucceed and profper accordingly, they may think 
themfelves much happier, than there is appearance that they 
fhall be; fo many difcontented minds, fo much mifliking 
of the fubjedts to have thefe matters thus ordered, and in 
this fort to be brought to pafs I never heard of any , . 

marriage; fo little hope, fo little comfort as men do talk, 
was never feen, at any time, when men Ihould moft have 
fhewed themfelves to rejoice, if that confideration of her 
own honour and well of her country had been had as ap- 
pertained in fo weighty a cafe. This is now their fear , 
the overthrow of religion , the breach of amitie with the 
Queen’s majefty, and the deftrudtion of as many of the no- 
bility as Ihe hath mifliking of, or that he liketh to pi^ch 
a quarrel unto. To fee all thefe incooveniencys approach- 
ing, there are a good number that may fooner lament 
with themfelves , and complain to their neighbours , than 
be able to find remedie to help them , fome attempt with 
all the force they have , but are too weak to do any good, 
what is required otherways, or what means there is made 
y6ur lordfhip knoweth ; what will be anfwered , or what 
will be done, therein we are in great doubt, and though 
your intent be never fo good unto us, yet do we fo much 
fear your delay, that our ruin fhall prevent your fupport 
when council is once taken. Nothing fo needful , as fpeedy 
execution. Upon the Queen’s majefty , wc wholly de- 
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pend , in her majefty’s hands it ftandeth to fave our lives* 
or to fuffer us to perifh ; greater honour her majefty can-* 
not have, than in that which lyeth in her majefty’s power 
to do for us; the fums are not great, the numbers of metl 
are not many that we defire ; many will dayley be found tho' 
this will be fome charge ; men grow dayley , though , at 
this time , I think her majefty lhall loofe but few ; her 
friends here being -once taken away , where will her ma* 
jefty find the like ; 1 fpeak leaft of that which I think is 
jnoft earneftly intended by this Queen , and her husband , 
when by him it was lately faid , that he cared more for the 
papifts in England, than he did for the proteftants in Scotland ; 
if therefore , his hopes be fo great in the papifts of England 
what may your lordfhip believe that he thinketh of the pro- 
teftants there ; for his birth, for his nurritour, for the honour 
he hath to be of kine to the Queen my miftrefs , if in pre-> 
ferring thofe that are the Queen’s majefty’s worft fubjefts to 
thofe that are her bed , he declareth what mind he beareth 
to the Queen’s majefty’s felf , any man may fay it is llenderly 
rewarded , and his duty evil forgotten ; he would now feem 
to be indifferent to both the religions , fhe to ufe her mafs , 
and he to come fometimes to the preaching ; they were 
married with all the folemnities of the popifh time , faving 
that he heard not the mafs ; his fpeech and talk argueth his 
mind, and yet would he fain feem to the world that he 
' were of fome religion ; his words to all men , againft whom 
he conceived any difpleafure how unjuft foever it be , fo 
proud and fpitfull , that rather he feemeth a monarch of the 
world, than he that, not long fince , we have feen and 
lrnown the lord Darnley ; he looketh now for reverence of 
many that have little will to give it him ; and fome there are 
that do give it , that think him little worth of it. All honour 
that may be attributed unto any man by a wife , he hath it 
wholly and fully ; all praifes that may be fpoken of him , 
he lacketh not from herfelf; all dignities that fhe can indue 
him with , which are already given and granted ; no mart 
pleafeth her that contenteth not him ; and what may I fay 
more , fhe hath given over to him her whole will , to be 
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tuled and guided as himfelf bed liketh ; (he can as much 
prevail with him , in any thing that is againft his will , as 
your lordfhip may with me to perfuade that I fhould hang 
myfelf ; this laft dignity out of hand to have been proclaimed 
king, fhe would have it deferred untill it were agreed by 
parliament , or he had been himfelf 2 1 years of age , that 
things done in his name might have the better authority. He 
would , in no cafe , have it deferred one day , and either 
then or never ; whereupon this doubt is rifen amongft our 
men of law whether fhe being clad with a husband , and 
her husband not twenty-one years , any thing without parlia- 
ment can be of ftrqpgth , that is done between them ; upon 
Saturday at afternoon , thefe matters were long in debating. 
And before they were well refolved upon, at nine hours at night, 
by three heralds , at found of the trumpet he was proclaimed 
king. This was the night before the marriage ; this day , 
Monday at twelve of the clock , the lords , all that were in 
the toun , were prefent at the proclaiming of him again , 
where no man faid fo much as Amen, faving his father, 
that cried out aloud God fave his Queen. The manner of 
the marriage was in this fort , upon Sunday in the morning 
between five and fix, fhe was conveyed by divers of her 
nobles to the chapell ; fhe had upon her back the great 
mourning gown of black, with the great wide mourning 
hood, not unlike unto that, which fhe wore the doulfull 
day of the burial of her husband : fhe was led into the 
chapell, by the earls of Lenox and Athol, and there was 
fhe left untill her husband came , who alfo was conveyed by 
the fame lords , the minifter priefts , two , do there receive 
them, the bands are afked the third time, and an inftrument 
taken by a Notour that no man faid againft them , or alledged 
any caufe why the marriage might not proceed. The words 
were fpoken , the rings which were three , the middle a rich 
diamond, were put upon her finger ; they kneel together, 
and many prayers faid over them, fhe tarrieth out the mafs, 
and he taketh a kifs , and leaveth her there, and went to 
her chamber , whither within a fpace fhe followeth ; and 
being required , according to the folemnity , to caft off 
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her cares and leave afide thofe forrowful garments ,' and 
give herfelf' to a more pleafant life , after fome pretty re- 
fufall, more I believe for manner fake than grief of heart, 
Die fuffered them that ftood by, every man that could ap- 
proach , to take out a pin , and fo being committed to her 
ladies , changed her garments , but went not to bed , to 
fignifie to the world, that it was not lull that moved them 
to marry , but only the neceffity of her country , not , if 
God will , long to leave it deftitute of an heir. SufpiciouS 
men , or fuch as are given of all things to make the worft - t 
would that it fhould be believed, that they knew each other 
before that they came there ; I would not your lordfhip 
fhould fo believe it , the likelihoods are fo great to the con- 
trary , that .if it were poflible to fee fuch an a<ft done , I 
Would not believe it After the marriage followeth commonly 
great cheer and dancing : to their dinner they were conveyed 
by the whole ilobility ; the trumpets found ; a largefs cried ; 
mony thrown about the houfe in' great abundance, to 
fuch as %vere happy to get any part ; they dine both at one 
table , fhe upon the upper hand, there ferve her thefe earls 
Athole Sewer j Morton Carver, Craufbord Cup-bearer; thefe 
ferve him in like offices j earls Eglington, Caffels* and Glen- 
cairn ; after dinner they danced a while , and then retired 
themfelves till the hour of fupper ; and as they dined fo 
do they fup , fome dancing there was , and fo they go to 
bed ; of all this I have written to your lordfhip 1 am not 
Oculatus teftis , to this , but of the verity Vour lordfhip fhall 
tiot need to doubt, bowfoever I came by it; 1 was fent 
for to have been at the fupper , but like a currifh or un- 
costly carle 1 refufed to be there; and yet that which vout 
lordfhip may think might move me much , to have had the 
light of my -miftrefs , of whom thefe eighteen days by juft 
account I got not a fight, I am my lord taken by all that 
fort as a very evil perfon , which in my heart I do well 
allow , and like of myfelf the better , for yet can 1 not 
find either honeft or good that liketh their doings. I leave 
at this time further to trouble your lordfhip , craving pardon 
for my long filence , 1 have more ado than I am able to 

difeharge , 
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difcharge , I walk row more abroad by night than by day , 
and the day too little to difcharge myfelf of that which I 
conceive , or receive in the night. As your lordlhip , I 
am fure , is partaker of fuch letters as 1 write to Mr. Se- 
cretary , fo that I truft that he fhall be to this , to fave 
me of a little labour , to write the fame again , mull humbly 
I take my leave at Edinburgh, the laft day of July 1565. 

N*. XII. (Vol. I. p. 349.) 

l-vl J 

Letter of the earl of Bedford to the honourable 
Sir William Cecil knt. her IVlajefty’s principal 
fecretary , and one of her highnefs’s privy 
council ". 

A F T E R my hearty commendations , this day at noon 
captain Brickwell came hither , who brought with him the 
Queen’s majefty’s letters containing her full refolution, 
and pleafure for all things he had in charge to give infor- 
mation of, faving that for the aid of the lords of the 
congregation there is nothing determined , or at the lead 
exprelTed in the fame letters , and for that purpofe received 
I, this morning, a letter fubfcribed by the duke, the 
earl of Murray, Glencarne , and others, craving to be 
holpen with 300 harquebufyers out of this garrifon i for 
their better defence. And albeit , I know right well the 
goodnefs of their caufe , and the Queen’s majefty our 
fovereign’s good will , and care towards them ; and do 
alfo underftand that it were very requifite to have them 
holpen , for that now their caufe is to be in this manner 
decided, and that it now ftandeth upon their utter overthrow 
and undoing , fince the Queen’s party is at the lead 
5000, and they not much above 1000; beftdes, that the 
Queen hath harquebufyers , and they have none , and do 
yet want the power that the earl of Arguyle fhould 

'* ad of Sept. IS6?. Paper-Office, from the Original. 
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bring to them , who is not yet joined with theirs ; T have 
thereupon thought good to pray you to' be a means to 
learn her majefty’s pleafure in this behalf, what, and 
how , 1 fhall anfwer them , or otherwife deal in this mat- 
ter , now at. this their extreme neceflity. For, on the one 
fide , lyeth thereupon their utter ruin and overthrow , 
and the miferable fubverfion of religion there; and, on 
the other fide, to adventure fo great and weighty a mat- 
ter as this is, (albeit it be but of a few foldiers, for a fmall 
time) without good warrauntc, and thereby to bring, per- 
adventure, upon our heads fome wilful warrs, and in the 
mean time to leave the place unfurnifhed , {having in the 
whole but goo) without any grant of new fupply for the 
fame; and by that means alfo, to leave the marches here 
the more fubjcd to invafion , while in the mean feafon 
new helps are preparing; to this know not I what to fay 
or how to do. And fo much more I marvel thereof, as 
that baviiig fo many times written touching this matter 
no refolute determination cometh. And fo between the 
writing, and looking for anfwer, the occafion cannot pafs, 
but muft needs proceed and have fuccefs. God turn it to 
his glory ; but furely all men’s reafon hath great caufe to 
fear it. Such a pufli it is now come unto , as this little 
fupply would do much good to advance God’s honour, to 
continue her majefty’s great and careful memory of them , 
and to preferve a great many noblemen and gentlemen. 
If it be not now helpen, it is gone for ever. Your good 
will and affe&ion that way I do nothing miftruft, and 
herein {ball take fuch good advice as by any means 1 can. 
1 received from thefe lords two papers inclofed, the effedt 
whereof {bail appear unto you. For thofe matters that 
captain Brickwell brought , I {ball anfwer you by my 
next, and herewith fend you two letters from Mr. Ran- 
dolph , both received this day. By him you {ball hear 
that the proteftants are retired from Edenborough , fur- 
ther off. So 1 hope your refolution for their aid lball 
come in time, if it come with fpeed, for that they will 
not now fo ptefently nee;l them ; and fo with my hearty 
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thanks commit you to God. From Berwick,, this - 2 d of 
Sept. 

N*. XIII. ( Vol. I. p. 345. ) 

The Queen to the earl of Bedford 

t_JpON the advertifements lately received from you* 
with fuch other things as came alfo from the lord Scrope 
and Thomas Randolph , and upon the whole matter well 
confidered , we have thus determined. We will , with all 
the fpeed that we can, fend to you qoool. to be thus 
ufed. If you fhall certainly underftand that the earl of 
Murray hath fuch want of money as the Smprefting to 
him of 1000I. might Hand him in ftead fot the help to 
defend himfelf, you fhall prefently let him fecretly un- 
derftand , that you will , as of yourfelf, let him have fo 
much, and fo we will that you let him have, in the molt 
fecret fort that you can, when the faid fum fhall come to 
you , or if you can , by any good means , advance him 
fome part there beforehand. 

The other 2000I. you fhall caufe to be kept whole, 
unfpent, if it be not that you fhall fee neceftary caufe to 
impreft fome part thereof to the now numbers of the 
600 footmen and 100 horfemen ; or to the calling out of 
wages of fuch workmen , as by ficknefs , or otherwife , 
ought to be difcharged. And where we perceive , by 
your fundry letters, the earned requeft of the faid earl of 
Murray and his artociates, that they might have, at the 
leaft , 500 of our foldiers , to aid them. And that you alfo 
write , that tho’ we would not command you to give them 
aid , yet if we would but wink at your doing herein , and 
feem to blame you for attempting fuch things , as you 
With the help of others fhould bring about , you doubt 
not but things would do well ; you fhall underftand for 
a truth , that we have no intention , for many refpedts , to 
11 Sept. 1565. Piper. Office. 
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maintain any other prince’s fubjefts , to take arms againft 
their fovereign , neither would we willingly do any thing 
to give occafion to make wars betwixt us and that prince, 
which has caufed us to forbear, hitherto, to give you any 
power to let them be aided with any men. But now , 
confidering we* take it, that they are purfued, notwith- 
ftanding their humble fubmiflion, and offer to be ordered 
and tried by law and juftice, which being refufed to them, 
they are retired to Domfrefe , a place near our weft 
marches, as it feemeth there to defend themfelves, and 
adding thereunto the good intention that prefently the 
French, king prctendeth , by fending one of his to join 
with fome one of ours, and jointly to treat with that 
Queen, and to induce her to forbear this manner of vio- 
lent and rigorous proceeding againft her fubjedts , for 
which purpofe the. French ambalTador here with us has 
lately written to that Queen, whereof anfwer is daily 
looked for; to the intent in the mean time the faid lords 
Ihould not be oppreffed and ruined, for lack of fome help 
to defend them, we are content and do authorize, if you 
{halt fee it neceffary for their defence, to let them (as of 
your own adventure , and without notifying that you have 
any direction therein from us) to have the number of ;oo 
foldiers , to be taken either in whole bands , or to be 
drawn out of all your bands , as you fhall fee caufe. And 
to cover the matter the better , you fhall fend thefe num- 
bers to Carlifle, as to be laid there in garrifon , to defend 
'that march, now in this time that fuch powers are on the 
other part drawing to thofe frontiers , and fo from thence 
as you fhall fee caufe to diredt of, the fame numbers or 
any of them , may moft covertly repair to the faid lords , 
when you fhall exprefsly advertize, that you fend them that 
aid only for their defence , and not therewith to make war 
againft the Queen , or to do any thing that may offend her 
perfon , wherein you fhall fo precifely deal with them , that 
they may perceive your care to be fuch as if it fhould 
otherwife appear , your danger fhould be fo great , as all 
the friends you have could not be able to fave you towards 
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us. And fo we affine you our confcience moveth us to 
charge you , fo to proceed with them ; for otherwife than 
to preferve them from ruin, we do not yield to give them 
aid of money or men: And yet we would rot that either 
of thefe were known to be our adt, but rather to be covered 
-with your own defire and attempt. 
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N\ I. ( Vol. II. p. 6.) 

Randolph to Cecil , from Edinburgh , 7th Feb. 
1565-6 \ 

My humble duty confidered ; what to write of the 
prefent (face of the country 1 am fo uncertain , by reafon 
of the daily alterations of men’s minds , that it maketh me 
much flower than otherwife l would. Within thefe few 
days , there was fome good hope , that this Queen would 
have /hewed fome favour towards the lords , and that Robert 
Melvin fhould have returned unto them with comfort , upon 
fome conditions. Since that time , there are come out of 
France Clernau by land , and Thorneton by fea ; the one 
from the cardinal , the other frOm the bi/hop of Glafgow. 
Since whofe arrival neither can there be good word gotten , 
nor appearance of any good intended them, except that 
they be able to perfwade the Queen’s majefty ourfovereign to 
make her heir apparent to the croun of England. 1 write 

* An Original. 
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of this nothing lefs than I know , that fhe hath fpoken. 
And by all means that (he thinketh the btft dorh travaile to 
bring it to pafs. There is a band lately deviled , in which 
the late pope, the emperor, the king of Spain, the duke 
of Savoy, with divers princes of Laly, and the Queen mother 
fufpeded to be of the fame confederacy to maintain papiftry 
throughout Chriftiandom ; this band was fent out of France 
byThorneton, and is fubfcribcd by this Queen, the copy 
thereof remaining with her, and the principal to be re- 
turned very fhortlie as 1 hear by Mr. Stephen Willfon , a 
fit mkiifter for fuch a devilifh devife; if the copy hereof 
may be gotten, that fhall be fent as I conveniently may. 
Monfieur Rambollet came to this toun upon Monday, he 
fpoke that night to the Queen and her husband , but not 
long ; the next day he held long conferences with them 
both , but nothing came to the knowledge of any whereof 
they intreated. I cannot fpeak with any that hath any 
hope that there will be any good done for the lords by 
him , though it is faid that he hath very good will to do fo 
to the uttermoft of his power. He is lodged near to the 
court , and liveth upon the Queen’s charges. Upon Sunday 
the order is given , whereat means made to many to be 
prefent that day at the mafs. Upon Candlemas day there 
carried their candles, with the Queen, her husband, the 
earl of Lenox, and earl Athol; divers other Lords have 
been called together and required to be at the mafs that 
day, fome have promifed , as Cartels , Mor.gomerie, Seton, 
Cathnefs. Others have refufed , as Fleming, Levingfton , 
Lindfay , Huntly and Bothel ; and of them all Bothel is the 
ftouteft, but worft thought of ; it was moved in council that 
mafs fhould have been in St. Giles church , which I believe 
was rather to tempt men’s minds, than intended indeed: 
She was of late minded again to fend Robert Melvin to 
negotiate with fuch as fhe trufleth in among!! the Queen’s 
majefty’s fubjects, of whofe good willis this way I truft 
that the bruit is greater than the truth , but in thefe matters, 
her majelly is too wife not in time to be ware , and provide 
for the worft ; fome in that country are thought to be privie 
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unto the bands and confederacie of which I have written , 
where of l am fure there is fome things tho’ perchance of 
all I have not heard the truth ; in this court divers quarles, 
contentions , and debates ; nothing fo much fought as to 
maintain mifchief and diforder. David yet retaineth ftill 
his place , not without heart grief to many , that fee their 
fovereign guided chiefly by fuch a fellow ; the Queen hath 
utterly refufed to do any good to my lord of Argyll , and it is 
faid that fhall be the firft voyage that fhe will make after 
fhe is delivered of being with child; the bruit is common 
that fhe is,, but hardly believed of many, and of this, I 
can alfure you, that there have of late appeared fome to- 
kens to the contrary. 

N*. II. (Vol. II.) p. 15. 

fart of a letter from the earl of Bedford and Mr. 

Tho. Randolph to the lords of the council of 

England from Berwick , 27th of March 1566. 
An Original in the Cotton Library , Caligula B. 
10. fol. 372 *. 

May it pleafe your Honours , 

H EARING of fo maynie matters as we do , and 
fyndinge fuch varietie in the reports , we have myche 
ado to decerne the veritie : which maketh us the 
flower and loother to put any thing in wryting , to the 
entente we wold not that your honours , and by you the 
Queen’s majeftie, our fovereigne, Ihould not be advertifed 
but of the verie trothe as we can pollible. To this end we 
thought good to fend up captain Carewe , who was in F.din- 
bourge at the tyme of the laft attemptate, who fpoke there 
with diverfe , and after that with the Queen’s felf and her 
husband conforme to that , which we have learned by others, 

? 17th March, i ;«5, 
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and know by this reporte , we fend the fame , confirmed by 
the parties felf, that were there prefent and aflyders unto 
thefe that were executors of the adte. 

This we fynde for certain , that the Queen’s husband 
being entered into a vehement fufpicion of David , that by 
hym fome thynge was committed , which w'as mod agaynfte 
the Queen’s honour , and not to be borne of his perce , fyrfte 
communicated his mynde to George Duglas , who fynding 
bis forrows fo great fought all the means he coulde to put 
fome remedie to his grieff ; and communicating the fame 
unto my lord Ruthen by the king’s commandment , no other 
waye coulde be found then that David fhould be taken out 
of the wayf. Wherein he was fo earned and daylye prefled 
the fame , that no rede could be had untyll it was put in 
execution. To this that was found good, that the lord IV! orton, and 
lord Lindfaye fhould be made privie to th’ intente that theie 
might have their friends at hande , yf neade required; which 
caufed them to aflemble fo mayny, as theie thought fuf- 
ficient againd the tyme , that this determination of theirs 
fhould be put in executione ; which was determined the 
ixth of this indante, $ daies afore the parliament fhould 
begyne, at which time the fayde lords were aflured that 
theories Argyle, Morraye , Rothes and their complyces 
fholde Have, been forfeited , yf the king could not be per- 
fuaded through this means to be their friend ; who for 
the defyre he had that this intent fhould take effedt th’ 
one waye , was content to yielde , without all difficultie to 
t’other,* with this condition , that theie fhould give their 
confents , that he might have the crowne matrimonial. He 
was fo impatient to fee thefe things he faw , and were daylye 
brought to his eares , that he dayly prefled the faid lord 
Ruthen , that there might be no longer delay ; and to the 
intent that myght manifede unto the world, that he approved 
the adte , was content to be at the doing of that himfelf. 

Upon Saturdaye at night neire unto VIII of the clock the 
king conveyeth himfelf, the lord Ruthen , George Duglafs , 
and two others , throwe his own chamber by the privy dayers 
up to the Queen’s chamber going to which there is a cabinet. 
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about XII foot fquare ; in the fame a little low repofing 
bed and a table at the which they were fitting at fupperthe 
Queene, the lady Argile , and David with his capp upon his 
head. Into the cabinet there cometh in the king and lord 
Ruthen, who willed David to come forth, faying, that was 
no place for him. The Queen faid, that it was her will. 
Her howsband anfwerede , that yt was againft her honour. 
The lord Ruthen faid, that he fhouid lerne better his deutie, 
and offering to have taken him by the arm , David took the 
Queen by the blychtes of her gown and put himfelf behind 
the Queen who wolde gladlee have faved him : But the 
king having looted his hand , and holding her in his arms, 
David was thruft out of the cabinet throw the (fed chamber 
of prefers, whar were the lord Morton, lo.d Lindfey, who 
interding that night to have referved hym , and the next 
day to hang him , fo mane being about him , that bore him 
evil will , one thrult him into the boddie with a dagger , 
and after hym a great many others . fo that he had in his 
bodie above wands. It is told for certxyne , that the 

king’s own dagger was left (licking in him. Wheather he 
Buck him or not we cannot be here certayn. He was not 
flayne in the Queen’s prefens , as was faid, but going down 
the ftayres out of the chamber of prefens. ^ 

There remayned a long tyme with the Queen htr howf- 
band and the lord Ruthen. She made , as we here , great 
interceflion , that he lliold have no harm. She blamed 
greatlee her howsband that was the ador of fo foul a deed. 
It is faid , that he did anfwer , that David had m$re com- 
panie of her boddie than he for the fpace of two months; 
and therefore for her honour and his own contentment he 
gave his confent that he fhouid be taken away. “ It is 
“ not , ” ( faythe fhe ) tc the woman’s part to feek the huf- 
t{ band , ” and therefore in that the fault was his own. He 
faid that when he came, fhe either wold not or made herfelf, 
fick. “ Well, ” faythe fhe , “ you have taken your laft of 
“ me and your farewel. ” Then were pity , fayd the Lord 
Ruthen , he is your majefty’s husband and muft yield dutie 
to each other. “ Why may I not , ” faythe fhe , “ leave 
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“ him as well as your wife did her husband ? ” Other have 
done the like. The luid Ruthen Paid that fhe was lawfully 
divorced from her husband , and for no fuch caufe as cite 
king found himfelf greve. Befydes this man was mean , 
bade , enemie to the nobility, fhame to her, and deftrurftion 
to herfelf and country. “ Well, ” faith fhe, “ that fhall 
** be dear blude to fome of you , yf his be fpylt. ” God 
forbid, fayth the lord Ruthen; for the more your grace 
fhowe yourfelf offended the world will judge the worfe. 

Her husband this tyme fpeaketh litle , herfelf continually 
weepeth. The lord Ruthen being ill at eafe and weak 
calleth for a drink , and faythe, “ This I muft do with 
“ your majefties pardon , ” and perfuadeth her in the bell 
fort he could, that fhe would pacify herfelf. Nothing that 
could be faid , could pleafe her. 

In this mean time there rofe a nombre in the court ; 
to pacify which there went down the lord Ruthen , who 
went ftrayt to the erles Huntly , Bothwcll and Atholl to quiet 
them , and to affure them from the king that nothing was 
intend againft them. Thefe notwithftapding taking fear, 
when theie heard that my lord Murray wold be there the 
next day, and Argile meet them , Huntly andBothwell both 
get out of a window and fo depart. Atholl had leave of 
the king with Flyfh and Glandores ( who was lately called 
Deyfley the perfon of Owne ) to go where they wold , and 
bring Concorde out of the court by the lord of Lidington. 
Theie went that night to fuch places, where they thought 
themfelves in mod fauFtie. 

Before the long leaft talk with the Oucen, in the hering 
of the lord Ruthen fhe was content that he fhould lie with 
her that night. We know not how he ** himfelf , but 
came not at her, and excufed hymfelf to his friends, that 
he was fo fleepie , that he could not wake in due feafon. 

There were in this companie two that came in with the 
king ; the one Andrews Car of Fawdenfide , whom the 
Queen fayth would have ftroken her with a dagger , and 
one Patrick Balentine, brother to the juftice clerk, who 
alfo her grace fayth , offered a dag againft her belly with 
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the cock down. We have been earneftly in hand with 
the lord Ruthen to know the varitie ; but he affoureth us 
of the contrarie. There were in the Queen’s chamber the 
lord Robert, Arthur Arfkin, one or two others. They at 
the firft offering to make a defence, the lord Ruthven drawd 
his dagger , and 4 mo weapons then , that were not drawn 
nor feen in her prefens , as we are by this lord affined. 

[ The letter afterwards gives an account of the flight to 
Dunbar Caftle , whither reforted the lords Huntley and 
Bothwell : That the earl of Morton and lord Ruthven find 
themfelves left by the king for all his fair promifes , bonds, 
and fubferiptions. That he had protefted before the council, 
that he was never confenting to the death of David , and 
that it is fore againft his will : . “ That of the great fubftance 
“ David had there is much fpoken , fome fay in gold to 
“ the value of n n, L. His apparel was very good, as it is 
faid , 28 pair of velvet hofe. His chamber well furnifhed, 
“ armour, dagger, pyftoletts , harquebufes , 22 fwords. 
“ Of all this nothing fpoyld or lacked faving : or 5 daggers. 
“ He had the cuftody of all the Queen’s letters , which all 
“ were delivered unlooked upon. We hear of a juill, that 
“ he had hanging about his neck of fome price , that can- 
“ not be heard of. He had upon his back , when he was 
“ flayn , a night gown of darnalk furred , with a fatten 
£ ‘ doublet, a hofe of ruffet velvet. ”] 

N\ III. (Vol. II. p. 25.) 

Part of a Letter from Randolph to Cecil, Jan 16. 

1565-6. 

• 1 Cannot tell what mifliking of late there hath 

been between her grace and her husband, he preffeth earneftly 
for the matrimonial crown, which fhe is loth haftily to 
grant ; but Willing to keep fomewhat in ftore , until fhe 
know how well he is worth to enjoy fuch a fovereignty: 
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and therefore it is thought that the parliament for a time 
fhall be deferred, but hereof I can write no certainty. 

From Mr. Randolph’s letter to fecretary Cecil 

T H E juftice - clerk in hard terms , more for his 
brother’s caufe than any defert , and as far as I can hear 
the king of all other in worft, for neither hath the Queen 
good opinion of him for attempting of any thing that was 
againft her will , nor the people that he hath denied fo 
manifeft a matter , being proved to be done by his com- 
mandment, and now himfelf to be the accufer and pur- 
fuer of them that did as he willed them. This Scott, that 
was executed, and Murray that was yefterday arraigned, 
were both accufed by him. It is written to me, for cer- 
tain , by one , that upon Monday laft fpoke with tho 
Queen , that ihe is determined that the houfe of Lenox 
fhall be as poor in Scotland as ever it was. The earl 
continueth fick , fore troubled in mind ; he ftaith in the 
abby , his fon hath been once with him , and he once 
with the Queen , iince Ihe came to the caftle. The Queen 
hath now feen all the covenants and bands that palled 
between the king and the lords, and now findeth that his 
declaration , before her and council , of his innocency of 
the death of David was falfe ; and grievoufly offended 
that , by their means , he Ihould feek to come to the 
crown matrimonial. 


Part of a letter from Randolph to Cecil from Ber- 
wick, 25 April 1566. 

__Th E R E is continually very much fpeech of the 
difeord between the Queen and her husband, fo far that, 
that is commonly faid and believed of himfelf, that Mr. 

* 4 April, IS6S. Paper- Office, from tbe Original. 
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James Thornton is gone to Rome to fue for a divorce 
between them. It is very certain that Malevalier had not 
fpoken with him within thefe three days. He is neither 
accompanied nor looked upon of any nobleman : attended 
upon by certain of his own fervants, and fix or feven of 
the guard ; at liberty to do, and go where and what he 
will , they have no hope yet among tbemfelves of quietnefr. 

— David’s brother named Jofeph, who came this way 

with Malevafier, unknown to any man here, is become 
fecretary in his brother’s place. 

N*. IV. (Vol. II. p. 30.) 

The earl of Bedford to Cecil, 3d Augufl 15 66, 

1 HE Queen and her husband agree after the old manner, 

* or rather worfe. She eateth but very feldom with him, lieth 
not, nor keepeth company with him, nor loveth any fuch as 
love him. He is fo far out of her books, as at her going out 
of the Caftle of Edinburgh , to remove abroad , he knew 
nothing thereof. It cannot for modefty, nor with the honour 
of a Queen, be reported what fhe (aid of him. One Hickman, 
an Englifh merchant there, having a water fpaniel which was 
very good, gave him to Mr. James Melvill, who afterwards, 
for the pleafure, which he law the king have in fuch kind of 
dogs, gave him to the king. The Queen thereupon fell 
marvelloufly out with Melvill, and called him diffenibler 
and flatterer , and faid (he could not trull one , who would 
give any thing to fuch one as (lie loved not. 

The earl of Bedford to Cecil, Aug. 8. 

TT H E difagreement between the Queen and her husband 
continueth , or rather increafech. Robert Melvill drawing 
homewards , within twelve miles of Edinburgh , could not 
tell where to find the Queen ; 11th which time fhe is come 
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to Fdioburgh, and had not twelve horfes attending on her. 
There was not then, nor that I can hear fince, any lord 
baron, or other nobleman in her company. The king her 
husband is gone to Dumfermling , and pafTeth his time as 
well as he may ; having at his farewell , fuch countenance 
as would make a husband heavy at the heart. 

• 

Sir John Fofler to Cecil , 8 Sept, from Berwick. 

T. H E Queen hath her husband in fmall eftimation , and 
the earl of Lenox came not in the Queen’s fight fince the 
death of Davy. 


Sir John Fofter to Cecil, nth Dec. 

T[ H E earl of Bothwell is appointed to receive the ambaC- 
fadors , and all things for the chriftening are at his lordfhip’s 
appointment , and the fame is fcarcely well liked of the 
nobility , as is fald. The king and Queen is prefently at 
Craigmillar , but in little greater familiarity than he was all 
the while paft. 


Advertifements out of Scotland from the earl of 
Bedford \ 

T HAT the king and the Queen agreed well together 

two days , after her coming from , and after .my lord of 

Murray's coming to Edinburgh , fome new difeord has hap- 
pened. The Queen hath declared to my lord of Murray that 
the king bears him evil will, and has faid to her, that he is 
determined to kill him , finding fault thatfhe doth bear him 
To much company : and in like manner hath willed my lord 
of Murray to fpiere the king, which he did a few nights fince 
in the Queen’s prefence, and in the hearing of divers. The 

4 Auguil is«C, Paper- Office, from the original. 
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king confefled , that reports were made to him , that 
my lord of Murray was not his friend, which made him 
fpeak that thing he repented ; and the Queen affirmed, 
that the king had fpoken fuch words unto her, and con- 
fefled before the whole houfe , that fhe could not be con- 
tent that either he or any other fhould be unfriend to my 
lord of Murray. My lord of Murray esquired the fame 
floutly, and ufed his fpeech very inodeftly, in the mean 
time the king departed very grieved ; he cannot bear that 
the Queen fhould ufe familiarity either with man or wo- 
man, and efpecially the ladies of Arguile , Murray, and 
Marre, who keep moll company with her. My lord of 
Murray and Bothwell have been at evil words for the L. 
of Ledington , before the Queen, for he and Sir James Bal- 
foure had now come from Ledington , with his anfwer 
upon fuch heads or articles as Bothwell and he fhould agree 
upon , which being reported to the faid earl in the Queen’s 
prefence, made anfwer, that ere he parted with fuch 
land as was defired , he fhould part with his life. My 
lord of Murray faid ftoutly to him, that twenty as honeft 
men as he fhould lofe their lives ere he reafte Ledington. 
The Queen fpake nothing , but heard both ; in thefe terms 
they parted , and fince , that I hear of, have not met. 
The Queen after her hunting came to Edinburgh , and 
carryeth the prince thence to Stirling with her. This 
laft Saturday was executed a fervant of the lord Ruthven’s , 
who confefled that he was in the cabinet , but not of 
council of the fadt. The Queen hath alfo opened to my 
lord of Murray, that money was fent from the pope, 
how much it was , and by whom , and for what purpofe 
it was brought. 


N 9 . V. 

« 
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N\ V. (Vol. II. p. 46.) 

Part of a letter from Elizabeth to Mary, Feb. 20, 
1569. A copy interlined by Cecil. It contains 
an anfvver to a complaining letter of Mary’s, 
upon the imprifoning of the Bilhop of Rofs. 

.A FTER this [i. e. Mary’s landing in Scotland] 

how patiently did I bear with many vain delays in not 
ratifying the treaty accorded by your own commWioners , 
whereby I received no fmall unkindnefs , befitjes the 
manifold caufes of fufpicion that I might not hereafter 
truft to any writings. Then followed a hard manner of 
dealing with me , to entice my fubjed and near kinfman, 
the lord Darnly , under colour of private fuits for land , to 
come into the realm , to proceed in treaty of marriage 
with him without my knowledge, yea to conclude the fame 
without my affent or liking. And how many unkind parts 
acoompanied that fad , by receiving of my fubjeds that 
were bafe runnegates and offenders at home , and enhancing 
them to places of credit againft my will with many fuch 
like , I will leave for that the remembrance of the fame 
cannot but be noyfome to you. And yet all thefe did 1 as 
it were fupprefs and overcome with my natural inclination 
of love towards you ; and did afterwards gladly , as you 
know, chriften your fon, the child of my faid kinfman, that 
' had before fo unloyally offended me, both in marriage of you, 
and in other undutiful ufages towards me his fovereign. How 
friendly alfo dealt I by melfages to reconcile him, being your 
husband, to you, when others nourifhed difcord betwixt you, „ 
who as it Teemed had more power to work their purpofes , * 
being evil to you both , than I had to do you good , in 
refpetft of the evil I had received. Well I will overpafs 
your hard accidents that followed for lack of following my 
council. And then in your mod extremity , when you was 
a prifoner indeed , and in danger of your life from your 

Vol. III. R 
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notorious evil willers, how far from my mind was the 
remembrance of any former unkindnefs you had fliewed 
me. Nay how void was I of refpedt to the defigns which 
the world had feen attempted by you to my crown , and 
the fecurity that might have enfued to my Hate by your 
death , when I finding your calamity to be great , that 
you were at the pit’s brink to hate miferably left your 
life , did not only intreat for your life , but fo threatened 
fome as were irritated againft you , that 1 only may fay it, 
even 1 was the principal caufe to fave your life. 

• . N*. VI. (Vol. II. p. <55-1 

Letter of O. Elizabeth to Q. of Scotts. Thus 
marked on the back with Cecil’s hand. — Copin 
Liter arum Regia Majejlutis ad Regiuam Scoloutm, 
VIII*. Apr Hit ’. 

M ADAME , vous ayant trop molefte par M. de 
Crocq , je n’eulfe eu ft peu de confideration de voul 
fafeher de cette lettre , ft les liens de charite vers les ruinez, 
& les prieres des miferables ne m’y concraignaflent. Je en. 
tens que un edit a ete divulgud de par vous, madame, que 
ung chafcun , que veult jultifier que ons efti les meurtriers 
de votre feu mari , & mon feu coufin , viennent a le faire 
le Xilme de ce mois. Laquelle chofe , comme e’eft plus 
honorable & necelTaire , qui en tel cas fe pojrra faire , ne 
y eftant cache quelque miftere ou finefle , ainfi le pere & 
amis du niort gentelhomme m’ont humblement requis, 
que je vous prialfe de prolonguer le jour , pource qu’ilz 
cognoiffent que les iniques fe font combines par force de 
faire ce que par droidt ils ne pourront pas faire } partant , 
je ne puis ni3is finon pour I’amour de vous nieme , a qui il 
touche le plus , & pour la confolation des innocens , de 
vous exhorter de leur conceder cette requelle , laquelle, fi 

* Piper . Office. 
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elle les feroit nic, vous tourreroit grandement en foupqon, 
de plus que j’efpere ne penfez , & que ne voudriez volon- 
ticrs ouyr. Pour l’amour de Dieu , madanie , ufez de telle 
fincerite & prudence en ce cas qui vous touche de fi pres, 


que tout le monde aye raifon , de vous livier comme in-* 
nocence d’ung crime fi enorme , chofe que fi nefiftes feriez 
dignement esbloye hors de rancz de princefl’es , & non fans 
caufe faite opprobre de vulgaire , & plutot que cela vous 
avienne , je vous fouhaiterois une fepulture honorable , 
qu’une vie maculee; vous voiez, madame, que je vous traite 
comme rna fille , & vous promets , que fi j'on eulfe , ne luy 
fouhaiterais mieulx , que je vous defire , comme le Seigneur 
Dieu me porte tefmoignage, a qui je prie de bon coeur de 
vous infpirer a faire ce qui vous fera plus a honneur , & 
a vos amis plus de confolation , avec mes tre« cordialles 
recommendations comme a icelle a qui je fouhaite le plus 


de bien , qui vous pourra en ce monde avenir. De Weft* 
ce 8 jour de Janvier en hafte. 


N\ VII. ( Vol. II. p. 80.) 


Account of tlie fentence of divorce between tbe 
earl of Bothwell and lady Jean Gordon his wife. 
From a manufeript belonging to Mr. David 
Falconer, advocate. Fol. 455. 

tJpOtlN the 29 of Apryle it 67, before the richt hori. 
Mr. Robert Maitland , dean of Aberdene , Mr. Edward 
Henryfon doctor in the laws, two of the fenators of thd 
college of juftice , Mr. Clement Little, and Mr. Alexander 
Syme advocartis, commilfers of Edendurgh; compeered Mr. 
Henry Kinrolle , procurator for Jean Gourdoune , countes of 
Bothwell , coniiitute be her for purfeWing of ane proces of 
divorcement intendit by her contra James erle Bothwel her 
husband for adultry, committed be him with Beflie Craw* 

* A miftake in tht date cvruKeti With Cteil't hand VlII 0 . Aprilit. 
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furde the purfuers fervant for the time; and ficklyke , for 
the faiJ erle, compeared Air. Edmond Hay, who efter he 
had purfued and craved the purfuer’s procurator’s oath de 
calumnia, if he had juft caus to purfew the faid atftion, 
and obtained it, denyed the libell , and the faid Mr. Harrie 
took the morne, the lail day of Apryle, to prove the fame 
pro prima. The quhilk day, having produced fome wicnef- 
fes, he took the next day, being the i ofMay,todo 
farther diligence. Upon the quhilk i of May, he produced 
fome moe witneffes , and renounced farther probatioune. 
After quhilk , he defired a term to be affigned to pronounce 
fencence. To whom the faid commiffars affigned Satterday 
next, the } bf May, to pronounce fentence , therein, fe- 
cundum allegata et probata, quilk accordingly was given 
that day in favour of the purfewar. 

At the fame time there was another proces intendit be 
the erl of Bothwell contra his lady , for to have their mar- 
riage declared nul , as being contracted againft the canons , 
without a difpenfation , and he and his lady being within 
degrees defendand , viz ferdis a kin , and that wyfe for ex- 
peding of this proces , there was a commiftioune grantit 
to the archbifhop of St. Androis to cognofce and determine 
it , and Ro l . bilhop of Dunkeld , William bifhop of Dun- 
blane , Air. Andro Craufurd chanon in Glafgow , and 
parfon of Egelfhame , Mr. Alexander Creichtoun , and Mr. 
George Cooke chancellor of Dunkeld, and to Mr. Johne 
Manderftoune chanon in Dunbar and prebendar of Bel- 
toune, or any ane of them. This commiflione is datit 
27 Aprile 1567, was prefented to two of the faids com. 
miflioners, viz. Mr. And r Crawfurd and Air. John Alan- 
derftoune on Satterday ; Alay, by Mr. Thomas Hepburne 
parfon of Auldhamftocks , procurator for the erle of Both- 
well , who accepted the delegatioune , and gave out their 
citation by precept , directed , Decano Chriftianitatis de 
Hadingtone, nec non vicario feu curato eccle. parochite de 
Creichtoune, feu cuifcunq; alteri cappellano debite requift- 
tis , fcr fummoning. at the faid erles inftance, both of the 
lady perfonally if Ihe could be had , or otherways at the 
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parofche kerk of Creichtoune the time of fervice, or at her 
dwelling place before witnefles , primo , fecundo , tertio et 
peremptorie, unico tamen contextu pro duplice edido. 
And likeways to be witnefles in the faid matter, Alex, 
bifhop of Galloway , who did marry the faid erle and his 
lady, in Halerud houfe kirk , in Feb. i?6>, fir John Dan- 
natyne of Auchnouie juftice clerk , Mr. Robert Creich- 
toun of Elliok the Queen’s advocate, Mr. David Chalmers 
provoft of Creichtoun and chancellor of Rofs, Michael — 
abbot of Melrofs , and to compear before the {aid judges 
or any one of them in St. Geils* kirk in Ed r on Monday 
the ? of May , be thamfelves , or their procurators. Upon 
the faid $ day , Mr John Manderftoun , one of the judges 
delegat only being prefent , compeared the fame procura- 
tors for both the parties that were in the former proccs, 
Mr. Edmund Hay ( articulatlie 7 ) and 

fome of the witnefles fummoned produced , and received 
for proving of the fame. The faid procurator renounced 
farder probatioune, and the judge afligned themorne, the 
6th of May, ad publicandum produda, nempe depofi- 
tiones ipforum teftium. The quhilk day , poft publicatas 
depofitiones prtedidas, Mr. Hen. Kinrofle , procurator for 
the lady' inftanter objecit objediones juris generaliter, 
contra produda , infuper renunciavit ulteriori defenfioni ; 
proinde conclufa de confenfu procuratorum hinc inde 
caufa , judex prsedidus ftatuit craftinum diem pro termino , 
ad pronunciandam fuam fententiam definitivam , ex de- 
dudis coram eo , in praefenti caufa et proceflu. Con- 
form hereunto , on Wednefday the 7th of May , the faid 
judge gave out his fentence in favour of the erle, dcclar. 
ing the marriage to be , and to have been null from the 
beginning, in refped of their contingence in blood, which 
hindered their lawful marriage without a difpenfation ob- 
tained ofbefoir. 


7 Two words in the parinthcfls illegible. 
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N\ VIII. ( Vol. II. p. 84- ) 

A letter from England concerning the murder of 
king Henry Darnley \ 

H AVTNG the commodity of this bearer Mr. Clark, 
I tho’i good to write a few words unto you. I have re- 
ceived fome writs from you ; and fomc I have feen lately 
fent 10 others from you , as namely to the earl of Bedford of 
the 16th of May. I have pnrticipat the contents thereof to 
fuch as 1 thought meet, this mekle I can affure you; the 
intelligence given hither by the French was untrue, for 
there was not one papift nor proteftant which did not con- 
fent that juftice fhould be done, be the Queen my fove- 
reign’s aid and fupport, againft fuch as had committed that 
abominable ill murder in your country ; but to fay truth, 
the lack and coldnefs did not rife from fuch as were called 
to council, but from fuch as fhould give life and execution 
thereunto. And further , I afTure you , I. never knew no 
matter of eftate proponed which had fo many favourers of 
all forts of nations as this had : yea , I can fay unto you, 
no man promoted the matter with greater affedtion , than 
the Spanifh ambafifador. And fure 1 am that no man dare 
openly be of any other mind , but to affirm thac whofoever 
is guilty of this murder handfafted with advoutre, is unwor- 
thy to live. 1 fhall not need to tell you , which be our 
letts, and ftayes from all good things here. You are 
acquainted with them as well as I. Needs I mull confefs, 
that howfoever we omit occafions of benefit, honour, and 
furcty; it behoveth your whole nobility, and namely fuch 
as before and after the murder were deemed to allow of 

Bodwell, to profecute with fword and juftice the punifhment 

qf thofe abominable adts , though we lend you but a cold 
aid, and albeit you, and divers others, both honourable 
and honeft, be well known to me, and fundry others here, 

* E. of Morton’s Archieves. Bundle B. N*. 2*. 
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to be juftifuble in all their adtions and doings; yet think 
not the contrary but your whole nation is blemifhed and 
infamit by thefe doings which lately palled among you. 
Whar we fhall do I know not, neither do I write unto you 
alTuredly , for we be fubjedt unto many mutations , and yet 
I think we fhall either aid you , or continue in the defence 
and fafeguard of your prince , fo as it appear to us that 
you mean his fafeguard indeed, and not to run the fortune 
of France, which will be your own deftrudlion , if you be 
unadvifed. 1 know not one, no not one of any quality or 
elfate in this country, which does allow of the Qeen your 
fovere : gn . but would gladly the world were rid of her , fo 
as the fame were done without farther (lander , that is to 
lay by ordinary juitice. This 1 fend the 2 jd of May. 

N\ IX. (Vol. II. p. 94 ) 

Part of a letter from Sir Nicolas Throkmorton to 
Cecil, nth of July 1567, from Berwick*. 

S 1 R , your letter of the 6th of July . I received the 

toth at Herwick. I am forry to fee chat the Queen’s ma- 
jefty’s difpofition altereth not towards the lords, for when 
all Is done, it is they which muff (land her more in (lead, 
than the Queen her coufin , and will be better inflruments 
to work fome benefite and quietnefs to her majefty and 
her realm, than the Queen of Scotland which is void of 
good fame. 

A letter from Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to Cecil, 
front Fallcaftle, 12th of July 1567'*. 

SlU, as you might perceive by my letter of the nth 
July , l lodged at Faftcaftle that night, accompanyed 

* An Original. (’a per -Office. 

*• Paper. Office. 
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and their uncertainty hath occafioned this that is yet hap- 
pened , and therefore her Majefty hath fent me to the end 
i may inform her throughly of the ftate of the matters, and 
upon the declaration of their minds and intents to fuch 
purpofes as fhall be by me propofed on their majefty’s be- 
half unto them , they fhall be reafonably and refolutely an- 
fwered. At thefe things the lord of Ledington fmiled and 
fhook his head , and faid it were better for us yow would 
let us alone , than neither to do us nor yourfelves good , as 
I fear me in the end that will prove ; S r if there be any 
truth in Ledington, le Crocq is gone to procure Ramboilet 
his coming hither or a man of like quality , and to deliver 
them of their Queen for ever , who fhall lead her life in 
France, in a abby reclufed , the prince at the French de- 
votion , the realm governed by a council of their election 
of the Scottilh nation , the forts committed to the cuftody 
of fuch as fhall be chofen amongft themfelves , as yet 1 find 
no great likelihood that T fhall have accefs to the Queen, 
it is objected they may not fo difpleafe the French king , 
unlefs they were fure to find the Queen of England a good 
friend ; and when they once by my accefs to the Queen 
have offended the French , then they fay yow will make 
your profit thereof to their undoing ; and as to the Queen’s 
liberty, which was the firfl head that I propofed, they faid 
that thereby they did perceive that the Queen wants their 
undoing , for as for the reft of the matters it was but folly 
to talk of them, the liberty going before ; but faid they , if 
you will do us no good, do us no harm, and we will pro- 
vide for our felves. In the end they faid , we fhould refufe 
our own commodity , before they concluded with any other, 
which I fhould hear of at my coming to Edin r ; by my 
next I hope to fend you the band concluded by Hamilton*, 
Argyll , Huntly , and that fadtion , not fo much to the pre- 
judice of the lords of Edin r , as that which was fent into 
France ; thus having no more leafure but compelled to leap 
on horfeback with the lords to go to Edin r , I humbly take 
my leave of from Faftcaftle the nth of July 1567. 
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To Sir Nicolas Throkmorton being in Scotland. 

By the Queen, the 14th July 1567. 

T RUSTY and well beloved we greet you well, though 
we think that the caufes will often change upon variety of 
accidents, yet we think for fundry refpedts , not amifs, 
that as yow (hall deal with the lords having charge of the 
young prince for the committing of him into our realm , 
fo lhall yow alfo do well , in treaty with the Queen , to 
offer her that where her realm appeareth to he fubject to 
fundry troubles from time to time, and thereby (as it is 
manifeft ) her fon cannot be free , if (he (ball be contented 
that her fon may enjoy fuerty and quietnefs , within this 
our realm , being fo near as fhe knows it is ; we (hall not 
fail to yield her as good fuerty therein for her child, as 
can he devifed for any that might be our child born of 
our own body, and (hall be glad to (hew to her therein 
the trew effedt of nature ; and herein (he may be by yow 
remembered how much good may enfue to her fon to be 
nourifhed and acquainted with our country; and therefore 
all things confidered , this occafion for her child, were rather 
to be fought by her and the friends of him , than offered 
by us; and to this end, we mean that yow (hill fo deal 
with her, both to (lay her indeed from inclining to the 
French practice, which is to us notorious, to convey her 
and the prince into France , and alfo to avoid any juft 
offence , that fhe might hereafter conceive , if (he (houli 
hear that we (hould deal with the lords for the prince. 

Sir Nicolas Throkmorton to Queen Elizabeth, 
14th July 1567, from Edinburgh. ". 

I T may pleafe your majefty to be advertifed , I did fignifie 
unto Mr. Secretary by my letters of the nth and »2th of 
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July , the day of mine entry into Scotland, the caufes of 
my flay, mv lodging at Faftcaftle, a place of the lord Hume’s, 
where 1 was met by the faid lord and by the lord Lidington , 
and what had palled in conference betwixt us, whileft I was 
at the faid Faftcaftle. Since which time , accompanyed with 
the lords aforefaid, and with 400 horfes by their appointment 
for my better condud , I came to Kdin r the 1 2th of this 
prefent. The nth being Sunday appointed for a folemne 
communion in this town , and alfo a folemne fall being 
publifhed , I could not have conference with the lords which 
he alfembled within this town as I defired , that is to fay 
the earls of Athole, and Morton, the lord Hume, the lord 
Lidington, Sir lames Balfour captain of the caftle, Mr. James 
IVTGill, and the prefident of the fefiion. 

Neverthelefs 1 made means by the lord of Lidington 
that they would ufe no protrade of time in mine audience, 
fo did I likewife to the earle of Morton, whom I met by 
chance ; I was anfwered by them both , that albeit the day 
were deftined to f.icred exercifes , fuch as were there of the 
council would confult upon any moyen touching my accel* 
unto them and my conference with them , and faid alfo , 
that in the afternoon either they would come to me , or I 
fliould hear from them. About 4. of the clock in the after- 
noon , the faid ,ijth day, the lord of Lidington came to 
my lodgings , and declared unto me on the behalf of tht 
lords and others, that they required me to have patience, 
though they had deferred my conference with them , which 
was grounded principally upon the abfence of the earles of 
Mar and Glencairn, the lords Semple , Crighton, and others 
of the council, faying alfo that they did tonfider the matters 
which I was on your behalf to treate with them of , 
were of great importance , as they could not fatisfy nor 
conveniently treate with me , nor give me anfw’er without 
the advice of the lords , and t thers their aflociates ; the lord 
of Lidington alfo faid unto me , that where he perceived , 
by his private conference with me in my journey hither- 
wards , that I prefl'ed greatly to have fpeedy accefs to the 
Queen their fovereign , he perceived , by the lords and 
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others which were here, that in that matter there was great 
difficulty for many refpeds , but fpecially becaufe they had 
xefufed to the French ambaffador the like accefs , which 
being granted unto me, might greatly offend the French, a 
matter which they defired and intended to efchew ; for they 
did not find by your majefty’s dealings with them hicherto, that 
■it behoved them to irritate the French king , and to lofe 
his favour and good intelligence with him : I anfwered , that 
as to their refufal made unto the French ambaffador , mon- 
fieur de Ville Roye was difpatched forth of France before 
thefe accidents here happened, and his fpecial errand was 
to impeach the Queen’s - marriage with the earle of Bothel 
(for fo indeed fince my coming hither I learned his com- 
miflion tended to that end , and to make offer to the Queen 
of another marriage ) , and as to monfieur de Crocq , he 
could have no order forth of France concerning thefe matters, 
fince they happened ; and therefore they might very well 
hold them fufpedted to have conference with the Queen , 
leaft they might treate of matters in this time without in- 
ftrudtions , and fo rather do harm then good ; but your ma- 
jefty being advertized of all things which had chanced, had 
fent me hither to treat with them, for the well of the realm, 
for the confervation of their honours and credit, and for 
their furety ; and I might boldly fay unto him , that your 
majefty had better deferved than the French had. He faid, 
for his own part , he was much bound unto your majefty , 
and had always found great favour and courtefy in England, 
but to be plain with you , Sir , fayed he , there is not many 
of this affembly that have found fo great obligation at the 
Queen your fovereigns hands , as at the French kings , for 
the earles of Morton and Glencairn be the only perfons 
which took benefit by the Queen’s majefty’s aid at Leith , 
the reft of the noblemen were not in the action ; and we 
think, faid he, the Queens majefty your Sovereign , by the 
opinion of her own council, and all the world, took as great 
benefit by that charge as the realm of Scotland, or any par- 
ticular perfon ; and not to talk with yow as an ambaffador, 
but with Sir Nicolas Throkmorton , my lord Morton , and 
fuch as were in pain for the death of Davie , found but 
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cold favour of the Queens majeftys hands , when they were 
banifhed forth of their own country} but 1 would all our 
whole company were as well willing to accomplifh the Queen 
your fovereign intents and defires as 1 am; for mine own 
part , I am but one , and that of the meaneft fort, and 
they be many noblemen and fuch as have great intereft in 
the matter, mary yow fhall be allured I will employ myfelf 
to employ my credit , and all that I may do , to fatisfie the 
Queen your miftrefs , as much as lyeth in me, and for your 
own part you have a great many friends in this afTembly , 
with many other good words. But for conclufion I muft 
take this for an anfwer to flay untill the other lords were 
come , and thereupon I thought meet to advertize your 
majefly what hath palled , and how far forth I have pro- 
ceeded ; your expectation being great to hear from hence. 

And now to advertize your majefty of the Hate of all 
things, as I have learned fince my coming hither, it may 
pleafe your majefty to underftand as followeth. 

The Queen of Scotland remaineth in good health in the 
caftle of Lochleven , guarded by the lord Lindfay and Loch, 
leven the owner of the houfe, for the lord Ruthven is im- 
ployed in another commiflion , bccaufe he began to fhow 
great favour to the Queen , and to give her intelligence. 
She is waited on with ; or 6 ladys, 4 or y gentlewomen, 
and 2 chamberers , whereof one is a French woman. The 
earle of Buchan, the earl of Murray’s brother, hath alfo 
liberty to come to her ar his pleafure; the lords aforefaid, 
which have her in guard, doe keep her very llraitly, and 
as far as I can perceive, their rigour proceedeth by their 
order from thefe men , becaufe that the Queen will not by 
any means be induced to lend her authority to profecute 
the murder , nor will not confent by any perfwafion to 
abandon the lord Bothell for her husband, but avoweth 
conftantly that fhe will live and die with him; and faith 
that if it were put to her choice to relinquifh her crown 
and kingdom, or the lord Bothell, fhe would leave her 
kingdom and dignity, to go as a fimple damfell with 
him , and that flie will never confent that he fhall fare 
worfe or have more harm than herfelE 
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And as far as I can perceive, the principal caufe of her 
detention is , for that thefe lords do fee the Queen being 
of fo fervent affedion towards the earle Bothell as fhe is , 
and being put at, as they Ihould be compelled to be in 
continuall arms , and to have occafion of many battles, he 
being with manifeft evidence notorioufly dereded to be 
the principall murderer , and the lords meaning profecu- 
tion of juftice againft him according to his merits. 

The lords mean alfo a divorce betwixt the Queen and 
him, as a marriage not to be fullered for many refpects, 
* which reparation cannot take place if the Queen be at li- 
berty , and have power in her hands. 

They do not alfo forget their own perill , conjoined 
■with the danger of the prince , but as far as 1 can per- 
ceave, they intend not either to touch the Queen in fuerty 
or in honour, for they do fpeak of her with refpeft and re- 
verence , and do affirm , as 1 do learn , that the condi- 
tions aforefaid accomplilhed , they will both put her to 
liberty , and reftore her to her eftate. 

Thefe lords have for the guard of their town 4 to Har- 
quebufhers which be in every good order, for the enter- 
tainment of which companys, until all matters be com- 
pounded , they did fue unto your majefty , to aid them 
with fuch fum of money as hath been mentioned to Mr. Se- 
cretary by the lord of Lidington’s writing , amounting as 
I perceive to ten or twelve thoufund crowns of the 

They were lately advertized that the French King doth 
mind to fend hither monfieur de la Chapell des Utfme, a 
knight of the French order , and always well affectionate to 
the houfe of Guyfe, and howfoevcrla Foreft, Villaroy, and 
de Crocq have ufed language in the Queens favour and to 
thefe lords difadvantage there , to your majefty ; de Crocq 
doth carry with him fuch matter as fhall be little to the 
Queen’s advantage; fo as it is thought the French kingj 
upon his coming to his prefence, will rather fatisfie the 
lords, than pleafure the Queen; for they have their party 
fo well made, as the French will rather make their profit 
by them, than any other way. 
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Herewith I fend your majefty the laft bond agreed on, 
■and figned by the Hamiltons , the earl of Argyll, Huntly, 
and fundry others at Dumbarton. 

Neverthelefs , fince my coming to this town, the Ham. 
iltons have fent unto me a gentleman of their fur-name, 
named Robert Hamilton, with a letter fiom the bilhop of 
S't. Andrews and the abbot of Arbroth, the copy whareof 
I fend your majefty and mine anfwer unto them, referring 
to the bearer the declaration of fome things, as thefe did 
by him unto me. 

The earle of Argyll hath, in like manner, fent another 
unto me with a letter and credit , I have ufed him as I 
did the others, the copy of both»which letters 1 fend your 
majefty alfo. The lord Harrys hath alfo fent unto me 
but not written , and I have returned unto him in like fort. 

Againft the 20 th day of this month there is a generall 
aflembly of all -the churches, Ihiies, and boroughs - towns 
of this realm, namely of fueh as be contented to repair to 
thefe lords to this town, where it is thought the whole 
ftate of this matter will be handeled , and 1 fear me much 
to the Queen’s difadvantage and danger; unlefs the lord of 
Lidington and fome others which be beft affected unto her 
do provide fome remedy; for I perceave the great num- 
ber, and in manner all, but chiefly the common people, 
which havt affifted in thefe doings, do greatly difhonour 
the Queen, and mind ferioufly either her deprivation, or 
her deftrutftion ; I ufed the beft means I can (confidering 
the furie of the world here) to prorogue this. aflembly, for 
that appeareth to me to be the beft remedy : I may not 
fpeak of diflolution of it, for that may not be abiden, and 
1 Ihould thereby bring myfelf into great hatred and peril. 
The chiefeft of the lords which be here prefent at this time 
dare not Ihow fo much lenity to the Queen as I chink they 
could be contented , for fear of the rage of the people. 
The women be moll fuiious and impudent againft the 
Queen, and yet the men be mad enough; fo as a ftranger 
over bufte may foon be made a facrifice amongft them. 

' There was a great bruit that the Hamiltons with their 
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adherents would put their force into the fields againft the 
24 th of this month, but I do not find that intent fo true, 
as the common bruit goeth. 

The earle of Argyll is in the Highlands , where there it 
trouble among his own countrymen. 

The earle of Lenox is by thefe lords much defired here , 
and 1 do believe your majefty may fo ufe him , and dired 
him , as he fhall be able to promote your purpofe with 
thefe men. 

The earle of Argyll , the Hamiltons and he be incompa- 
tible. 1 do find amongft the Hamiltons , Argyll and the 

company two ftrange and fundry humours. 

Hamiltons do make fhhw of the liberty of the Queen , 
and profecute that with great earneftnefs , becaufe they would 
have thefe lords deftroy her, rather than ihe fhould be 
recovered from them by violence ; another time they feem 
to defire her liberty, and Bothwell’s deftrudion, becaufe 
they would compafs a marriage betwixt the Queen and the 
lord of Arbroth. 

The earle of Argyll doth affed her liberty , and Both- 
well’s deftrudion , becaufe he would marry the Queen to 
his brother. 

And yet neither of them , notwithftanding their open con- 
curance C as appeareth by their bond ) , doth difeover their 
minds to each other, nor mind one end ; Knox is not here, 
but in the weft parts, he and the reft of the minifters will 
be here at the great aflcmbly, whos aufterity againft the 
Queen I fear as much as any man’s. 

By fome conference which I had with fome of this 
councill, me thinketh that they have intelligence that there 
3s a difpofition in the Queen of Scotland to leave this realm, 
and to retire herfelf into either England or into France, 

but raoft willingly into England, for fuch and mif- 

likeings as fine knoweth hath been, and is meant unto her 
in France , leaving the regiment either to a number of 
perfons deleagued , an^ authorized by her , or to fome one 
or more. 

And it pleafe your majefty , I think it not amils to put 

yow 
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yow in remembrance, that in cafe the faid Queen come into 
England by your allowance, without the French king’s con- 
fent , fhe fhall loofe her dowery in France , and have little 
or nothing from hence to entertain her ; and in cafe fhe do 
go into France with the king’s contentment , fhe may be 
an inllrutnent ( if fhe can recover favour, as time will help 
to cancell her difgrace ) either by matching with fome huf- 
band of good quality, or by fome other devife, to work 
new unquietnefs to her own contry, and fo confequently to 
your majeftr’s. 

Therefore it may pleafe your majefty to confider of this 
matter, and to let me know your pleafurc with convenient 
fpted , how I fhall anfvver the fame, if it be propounded 
unto me, either by the Queen, or by the councill, as a 
piece of the end and compofition. Fori am fure, of late, 
fhe hath feemed very defirous to have the matter brought 
to pafs that fhe might go into England, retaining her efface 
and jurifdiclion in herfelf, though fhe do not exercife it; 
and bkewife 1 underftand that fome of this council which be 
leaft affected to her fafety do think there is no other way 
to fave her. Thus Almighty God preferve your majefty in 
health, honour, and all felicity ; at Edinburgh the 14th 
July 1567. 

Sir Nicholas Trokmorton to Queen Elizabeth, the 
lbth of July 156 7, from Edinburgh *\ 

It may pleafe yous majefty , yow might perceave by my 
letters of the 16th, how far 1 had proceeded with thefe 
lords, and what was their anfwer; fince which time I 
have fpoken particularly with the earle Morton, the ford 
of Lidingron, and Sir James Balfour, captain of this caftle, 
at whofe hands I cannot perceave that as yet accefs to the 
Queen to Lochleven will be granted me, flaying themfelvea 
ftill by the abfence of the lords and others their afTociates, 
which (, they fay ) they look for within two days ; and for 

11 An. Original. Paper- Office. 
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that I find , by likelihood and apparent prefumptions , that 
mine accefs to the Queen will hardly be granted , 1 have 
thought good not to defer this difpatch untill I have a re- 
folute anl'wer in that matter. 

May it therefore pleafe your majcfty, to underftand Ro- 
bert Melvin returned from the Queen in Lochlevin , to this 
town the 6th of July , and brought a letter from her writ- 
ten of her own hand to thefe lords , which doth contain as 
1 underftand matter as followeih — A requeffc unto them to 
have ccnfideration of her health , and if they will not pot 
her to liberty, to change the- place of reftraint to the caflle 
of Stirling , to the end Ihe might have the comfort and 
company of her fon , and if they will not change her from 
Lochleven , fhe required to have fome other gentlewomen 
about her, naming none. 

To have her Apothecary, to have fome model! minifter. 

To have an imbroiderer to draw forth fuch work as 

fhe would be occupied about , and to have a varlet of the 

chamber. Touching the government of the realm fhe 

maketh two offers, which are but generally touched in her 
letter, the particularitys be not fpecified , but referred to 
Robert Melvin’s credit, the one is to commit it only and 
wholly to the carle of Murray , the other is to the lords 
whole names enfue , alliftcd with fuch others as they lhall 
call unto them , thac is to fay , the duke of Chattelrault , 
the earls of /Morten , Murray, Marr, and Glencaim. 

She hath written unto them that I might have accefs unto 

her. She requireth further , that if they will not treat 

her and regard her as their Queen, .yet to ufe her as the 
king their fuvereign’s daughter t whom many of them knew) 
and as their prince’s mother. — She will by no means yield 
to abandon liothell for her husband , nor relinquilh him; 
W’hich matter will do her moll harm of all , and hardened 
thefe lords to great feverity againft her. 

She yieldeth in words to the profecution of the murder. 

I have the means to let her know that your majefty hath 
fent me hither for her relief. 

I have alfo perfuaded her to conform herfelf to renounce 
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Bothell for her husband , and to be contented to fuflTer a 
divorce to pafs betwixt them ; fhe hath Pent me word that 
file will in no wavs confent unto that, but rather die} 
grounding herfclf upon this reafon, taking herfelf to be feven 
weeks gone with child ; by renouncing Bothell , fhe fhould 
acknowledge herfelf to be with child of a baftard , and to 
have forfeited her honour , which fhe will not do to die 
for it ; I have perfwaded her to fave her own life and her 
child , to choofe the leaft hard condition. 

/Mr. Knox arrived here in this town the 6th of this month, 
with whom 1 have had conference, and with Mr. Craig alfo, 
the other miniller of this town. 

I have perfwaded with them to preach and perfwad lenity, 
I find them both very aullere in this conference , what they 
fhall do hereafter I know not , they are furnifhed with 
many arguments , fonie forth of the feripture , fome fortji 
of hiftories , fome grounded (as they fay) upon the laws 
of this realm , fome upon practices ufed in this realm , and 
fome upon the conditions and oath made by their prince 
at her coronation. 

The bifhop of Galloway, uncle to the earle of Huntley, 
hath fent hither to thefe lords, that his nephew the earle 
and fome others of that fide may , at Linlithgow or at 
Stirling , have fome communication with fome appointed 
on this fide, affuring them that there is a good difpofi- 
tion in the lords of the other party to concurre with thefe, 
alluring further that they will not diffent for triffles or 
unnecelfary things, and (as I am given to underhand) 
they can be pleafed the Queen’s reftraint be continued, un- 
till the murder be purfued in all perfons, whereby the 
reparation of the Queen and Bothell is implyeJ, the pre- 
fervation of the prince, the fecurity for all men, and a 
good order taken for the governance of the realm in tran- 
quillity. 

Captain Clerk, which hath fo long ferved in Denmark 
and ferved atNewhavcn, did the i6th of this month 
( accompanyed with one of his foldiers , or rather the foldier 
as the greater fame goeth) kill one Wilfon a feaman, and 
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fuch a one as had great eftimation with thefe lords both 
for his (kill, his hardynefs , honefty, and willingncfs in 
this action; whereupon Clerk hath retired himfelf; their 
quarrel was about the (hip which took Blacketer , which 
(hip was appointed by thefe lords to go to the north of 
Scotland to impeach the paflage of the earle Bothell , in 
cafe he went either to the files, or to any other place; by 
the death of this man this enterprize was daflied. 

The bifhop of Galloway is come to Linlithgow, and 
doth defire to fpeak with the lord of Lidington. 

The abbot of Kilwinning hath lent for Sir James Balfour, 
captain of the caftle , to have conference with him. 

As I wrote unto your majefty in my laft, the Hamilton* 
now find no matter to difever thefe lords and them afun- 
der , but would concur in all things ( yea in any extremity 
againft the Queen) fo as that they might be allured the 
prince of Scotland were crouned king, and Ihould die 
without ifTue , that the earle of Lenox’s fan living (hould 
not inherit the croun of this realm , as next heir to his 
nephew. 

And although the lords and councelors fpeak reverently, 
mildly, and charitably of their Queen, fo as 1 cannot gather 
by their fpeech any intention to cruelty or violence, yet I 
do find by intelligence, that the Queen is in very great 
peril of her life , by reafon that the people afTembled at 
this convention do mind vehemently the deftruction of her. 

It is a public fpeech amongft all the people, and amongft 
all eftates ( faving of the counfellors ) that their Queen 
hath no more liberty nor priviledge to commit murder nor 
adultery, than any other private perfon , neither by Cod’s 
laws, nor the laws of the realm. 

The earl of Bothwell , and all his adherents and aflociates, 
be put to the horn by the ordinary juftice of this town, 
named the lords of the feflion; and commandment given 
to all fhirriffs, and all other officers, to apprehend him, 
and all other his followers and receiptors — The earl of 
Bothell’s porter, and one ‘of his other fervitors of his cham- 
ber, being apprehended, have confefled fuch fundry circum. 
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fiances, as it appeareth evidently, that he, the laid earl was 
one of the principal executors of the murder , in his 
own perfon accompanyed with fundry others , of which 
number I cannot yet certainly learn the names but of three 
of them, that is to fay, two of the Ormiftons of Tivot- 
dall , and one Hayborn of Bolton ; the lords would be 
glad that none of the murderers fhould have any favour 
or receipt in England, and hereof their defire is, that the 
officers upon the border may be warned ; Bothell doth Bill 
remain in the north parts, but the lord Seaton and Fle- 
ming, which have been there, have utterly abandoned 
him, and do repair hitherwards. — The intelligence doth 
grow daily betwixt thefe lords, and thofe which held of J 
and notwithftanding thefe lords have fent an hundred and 
fifty harqubufhers to Stirling, to keep the town and paflage 
from furprize ; and fo have they done in like manner to 
St. Johnfton, which be the two paflages from the north, 
and weft to this town, I do underftand the captain of Dun- 
bar is much bufied in fortifying that place, I do mervile 
the carriages be not impeached otherwife than they be. 

Of late this Queen hath written a letter to the captain 
of the faid caftle , which hath been furprized ; and there- 
by matter is difcovered which maketh little to the Queen’s 
advantage. 

Thus , having none other matter worthy your roaje- 
fty’s knowledge , I befeech God to profper youf majefty 
with long life , perfect health , and profporous felicity. At 
Edinburgh the 18th of July 1567. 

Letter of Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the right 
honourable the earl of Leiceller, knt. of the or- 
der , and one of the lords of her majelty's mod 
honourable Privy Council *\ 

By my former difpatches fent to her majefty, and Mr. 
Secretary, fince the 12th of July , your lordlbip might have 
xi 24th of July 1567. Paper- Office , from the Original, jr 
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perceived the ftatc of this country , and to what end thefe 
matters be like to come: lb as not to trouble your lordfhip 
with many words ; this Queen is like very Ihortly to be deprived 
of her royal ertate , her fun to be crowned king , and fhe 
detained in prifon within this realm ; and the fame to be 
governed, in the young king’s name, by a council, conlifting 
of certain of the nobility , and other wife men of this realm; 
fo as it is eafy to be leen that the power and ability to do 
any thing to the commodity of the Queen’s majelty, and 
the realm of England, will chiefly, and in manner wholly, 
reft in the hands of thefe lords, and others their aflbeiates, 
aflembled at Edinburgh. Now if the Queen’s majelty will 
Hill perlift in her former opinion towards the Queen, of 
Scotland , ( unto whom fhe fhall be able to do no good ) then 
I do plainly fee that thele lords and all their accomplices 
will become as good French , as the French king can wifh, 
to ail intents and purpofes. And as for the Hamikons, 
the earls of Arguile, Huntlye , and that fadion , they be 
already fo far inchanted that way , as there needeth little 
devife to draw them to the French devotion. Then this 
is the ftate of things fo come to pafs of this country , that 
France has Scotland now as much conjoined unto them, 
to all purpofes, as ever it was; and what an inftrument, 
the young prince will prove , to unquiet England , 1 report 
me to your lordfhips’ wifdom , and therefore conlidering 
the weight of the matter , and all the circumftance , I 
truft your lordfhips will well bethink you in time (for ’tis 
high time) how to advife her majefty, to l'eaye nothing un- 
done that may bring the prince of Scotland to be in her 
pofleflion, or, at the leaft, to be at her devotion. And 
amongft other things, that I can imagine, for the firft 
degree nothing is more meet to bring this to effedt, than 
to allure this company here aflembled , to bear her majefty 
their favour. Some talk hath palled between the lord of 
Liddington and me, in certain conferences , about this 
matter. By him I find, that when her majefty ihall have 
won thefe men to her devotion, the principal point that 
will make them conformable to deliver their prince into 
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England , will reft upon the Queen , and the realms en- 
abling him to the fuccefiion of the crown of England , 
for fault of ilTue of the Queen’s majefb’s body, fome other 
things wiii alfo be required, as the charge of the faid prince 
and his train to be at the charge of England. 1 do well 
perceive that thefe men will never be brought to deliver 
their prince into England, without the former condition, 
for the fuccefiion of England ; for ( faith Liddington ) that 
taking place, the prince fhall be as dear to the people of 
England as to the people of Scotland ; and the one will 
be as careful of his preservation as the other. Otherwife, 
he faith , all things confidercd, it will be reported that the 
Scouifhmen have put their prince to be kept in fafety, as 
thofe which commit the fheep to be kept by the wolves. 
So as for conclufion , your lordfhips may perceive here 
will be the fcope of this matter. As unto the delivering 
v of him upon huftages , he fayeth , let no man think, that 
the condition of the fuccefiion not being accomplifhed , 
the nobility and the gentry will never confent to leave 
themfelves deftitute of their fovereign , upon any hoftages, 
neither upon any promifes, nor likelihood of good to iflue 
in time to come. It were not good for yourfelves ( faitH 
he) that the matter were fo handled; for then you fhould 
adventure all your goods in one fhip , which might have 
a dangerous effect , confidering the unwillingneTs of the 
Queen your fovereign to confent to ertablifhing any fuc- 
cefTor to the crown. And then , how unmetc were it > that 
her majefty having in her poffeflion already all fuch perfons 
as do pretend to it, or be inheritable to the crown , to have 
our prince alfo in her cuftody. For fo there might follow, 
without good capitulations, a ftrange and dangerous HHie, 
tho’ the Queen your miftrefs do think that fuch imaginations 
could not proceed but from bufy heads , as you have uttered 
unto us on her behalf. “What is come to pafs fince my laft 
difpatch , and how far forth things are pfbceeded, 1 refer 
your lordfhip to be informed by my letters lent unto her 
majefty, at this time. And fo 1 pray Almighty Cod, preferve 
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your lordfhip in much honour and felicity. At Edinburgh 
this 24th or July 1567. 

It may pleafe your pood lordlhip to make my lord 
Scuard partner of this letter. 


The Queen to Sir Nicholas Throkmorton *\ 
By the Queen. 

T. RUSTY and right well beloved, we greet you well, 
for as much as we do confider that you have now a long time 
remained in thofe parts, without expedition in the charge 
committed unto you , we think it not meet feeing there hath 
not followed the good acceptation and fruit of our well 
meaning towards that date , which good reafon would have 
required , that you fhould continue there any longer ; our 
pleafure, therefore, is, that you ihall, immediately upon 
the receipt hereof, fend your fervant Middlemore unto the 
lords and eftates of that realm , that are aflembled together, 
willing him to declare unto them , that it cannot but feem 
very ftrange unto us , that you having been fent from us , of 
fuch good intent , to deal with them , in matters tending To 
much to their own quiet, and to the benefit of the whole 
j eftate of their country, they have fo far forgotten themfelves, 
and fo flightly regarded us and our good meaning , not only in 
delaying to hear you , and deferring your accefs to the 
Queen their fovereign , but alfo , which is ftrangeft of all, in 
not vouchfafing to make any anfwer unto us. And althp’ 
thefe dealings be fuch , indeed , as were not to be looked 
for at their hands , yet do we find their ulage and pro- 
ceeding toward thgir Soveraign and Queen , to overpafs all 
-.the reft in fo ft«nge a degree, as we for our part, and we 
fuppofe the whole world belides , cannot but think them to 
have therein gone fo far beyond the duty of fubjects, as 

* 4 6th Aug. 116 /. 
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mult needs remain to their perpetual tauche for ever. And 
therefore ye fhall fay , that we have tho’t good , without 
confuming any longer time in vain , to revoke you to our 
prefence , requiring them to grant you licence and pafport 
fo to do, which when you fhall have obtained , we will that 
you make your repair hither , unto us , with as convenient 
fpeed as you may. Given, &c. 

Indorfed 6thAugult, 1567. 

Throkmorton to the right' honourable Sir Wil- 
liam Cecil, knight, one of her majefty’s privy 
council and principal fecretary, give thefe ". 

SIR, 

W. ATI have learned , fince the arrival of my lord 
of Murray , and Monf. de Linnerol , you fhall underftand 
by my letter to her majefty, at this time. The French do, 
in their negotiations , as they do in their drink , put water 
to their wine. As I am able to fee into their doings , they 
take it not greatly to the heart how the Queen fleep , 
whether fhe live or die , whether fhe be at liberty or in 
prizon. The mark they fhoot at , is , to renew their old 
league ; and can be as well contented to take it of this 
little king , ( howfoever his title be ) and the fame by 
the order of thefe lords, as otberwife. Lineroll came but 
'yefterday , and methinketh he will not tarry long ; you may 
guefs how the French will feek to difpleafe thefe lords , when 
they changed the coming of La Chapelle des Ourfins for this 
man , becaufe they doubted that de la Chapelle fhould not 
be grateful to them , being a papift. Sir , to fpeak more 
plainly to you, than I will do otherwife , me thinketh the 
earl of Murray will run the courfe that thofe men do , and 
be partaker of their fortune. I hear no man fpeak more 
bitterly againft the tragedy, and the players therein, than 
he , fo little like he hath to horrible fins. I hear an inkling 

" 1 2th Aog. is<7. Paper. Office , from the Original. 
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that Ledington is to go into France , which I do as much 
miflike, as any thing, for our purpofe. I can allure you 
the whole proteftants of France will live and die in thefe 
men’s quarrels ; and , where there is bruit amongft you ; 
that aid fhould be fent to the adverfe party, and that Alar, 
tigues fhould come hither with fome force; Monf. Baudelot 
hath allured me of his honour , that inftead of Martiguet 
coming againft them , he will come with as good a force 
to fuccour them : and if that be fent under meaner con- 
dud , Robert Stuart fhall come with as many to fortify 
them. But the conltable hath allured thefe lords , that the 
king meancth no way to offend them. Sir , 1 pray you find 
my revocation convenient, and fpeed you to further it, for 
I am here now to no purpofe, unlefs it be to kindle thefe 
lords more againft us. Thus 1 do humbly take my leave of 
you , from hdenburgh the rath of Auguft , 1*67. 

Yours to ufe and command. 

The Queen to Nicholas Throkmorton. 

RUSTY and well-beloved we greet you well. We have, 
within thefe two days, received three fundry letters of 
yours, of the 20 th , 22d, and 2;d,of this month, having 
not before thofe received any feven days before ; and do 
find , by thefe your letters , that you have very diligently 
and largely advertifed us of all the hafty and peremptory 
proceedings there ; which as we nothing like , fo we trail 
in time to fee them wax colder , and to receive fome refor- 
mation. For we cannot perceive , that they with whom you 
■have dealt can anfwer the doubts moved by the Hamiltons, 
who howfoever they may be carried for their private refpcds, 
yet thofe things which they move , will be allowed by all 
reafonable perfons. For if they may not, being noblemen of 
the realm, be fuffered to hear the Queen their fovereign declare 
her mind concerning the reports which are made of her , by 
fuch as keep her in captivity , how fhould they believe the 
reports , or obey them which do report it ? and therefore our 
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meaning is, you lhall let the Hamiltons plainly under- 
Hand, that we do well. allow of their proceedings, (.as far 
forth as the fame doth concern the Queen their fovereign 
for her relief) and in fuch things as lhall appear reafon- 
able for us therein to do, for the Queen our filler, we 
will be ready to perform the fame. And where it is fo 
required that upon your coming thence, the lord Scroope 
Ihould deal with the lord Herris to impart their meanings 
to us, and ours to them, we are well pleafed therewith, 
anj we require you to advertife the lord Scroope hereof 
by your letters, and to will him to Ihew himlfelf favour- 
able to them in their actions , that may appear plainly to 
tend to the relief of the Queen , and maintenance of her 
authority. And as we willed our fecretary to write unto 
you , that upon your mefiage done to the earl of Murray , 
you might return , fo our meaning is you lhall. And if 
thel'e our letters lhall meet you on the way , yet we will 
have you advertife both the lord Scroope , and the HamiU 
tons , of our meaning. 

Indorfed 29 Aug. 1567. 

N\ X. (Vol. II. p. 100.) 

Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the archbilhop of 
St. Andrew’s and the abbot of Arbrothe 

.^^.FTER my good commendations to your good lord- 
Ihips, this lhall be to advertize you, that the Queen’s 
majefty my fovereign having fent me hither her ambafla- 
dor to the Queen her filler your fovereign, to communi- 
cate unto her fuch matter as Ihe thought meet, confider- 
ing the good amity and intelligence betwixt them , who 
being detained in captivity (as your lordfhips know) con- 
trary to the duty of all good fubjeCts , for the enlargement 
of whofe perfon, and the reftitution of her to her dignity, 

13th Aug. 1567. Paper- Office, from a copy which Sir Nicholas 
Cent to the Queen. 
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her majefty gave me in charge to treat with thefe lords 
aflembled at Edenburgh , offering them all reafonable con- 
ditions and means as might be , for the fafeguard of the 
young prince, the punifhment of the late horrible murder, 
the diffolution of the marriage betwixt the Queen and the 
earl of Bodwell , and laftly for their own fureties. In the 
negociation of which matters I have ( as your lord/hips 
well know) fpent a long time to no putpofe, not being 
able to prevail in any thing with thofe lords, to the Queen 
my fovereign’s fatisfadtion. Of which ftrange proceedings 
towards her majefty , and undutiful behaviour towards 
their fovereign , I have advertifed the Queen’s majefty ; fhe 
(not being minded to bear this indignity) hath given me 
in charge to declare her further pleafure unto them, in 
fuch fort as they may well perceive her majefty doth difal- 
low of their proceedings , and thereupon hath revoked me. 
And further hath given me in charge to communicate the 
fame unto your lordfhips , requiring you to let me know, 
before my departure hence, (which fhall be, God willing, 
as foon as I have received anfwer from you ) what you 
and your confederates will afluredly do, to fet the Queen 
your fovereign at liberty, and to reftore her to her former 
dignity by force or otherwife > feeing thefe lords have re- 
fufed all other mediation , to the end the Queen’s majefty 
my fovereign may concur with your lordfhips in this ho- 
nourable enterprize. 

And in cafe through the difperfion of your affociates , 
your lordfhips can neither communicue this matter amongft 
you, nor receive refolution of them all by that time, it 
may pleafe you to fend me the opinions of fo many of you 
as may confer together, within two or three days, fo as I 
may have your anfwer here in this town by Monday or 
Tuefdaynext at the fartheft, being the 19th of thir Auguft ; 
for I intend (God willing) to depart towards England, 
upon Wednefday following. Thus I mod humbly take my 
leave of your lordfhips at Edenburgh , the ijthofAug. 1567. 

Indorfed the ijth of Aug. 1567. 
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Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the lord Herrys 

• 

Your good lordlhip’s letter of the i;th of Auguft I 
have received the 19th of the fame. For anfvver whereunto 
it may like your lordfhip to underftand, that I will fignify 
unto you plainly, how far forth I am already thoroughly 
inftrudted of the Queen’s majefty my fovereign’s pleafure 
concerning the detention of the Queen your fovereign, and 
concerning her relief. 

To the firft her majefty hath given in charge, to ufe all 
kinds of perfuafion in her name , to move thefe lords affem- 
bled at Edenburgh to defift from this violent and undutiful 
behaviour, which they ufed toward* their fovereign. And / 

in this part , befides the fhew of many reafons , and fun- 
dry perfuafions of amicable treaty with them, her majef- 
ty hath willed me to ufe fome plain and fevere fpeech unto 
them , tending fo far forth , as if they would not be better 
advifed , and reform thefe their outrageous proceedings 
exercifed againft their foveceign, that then *they might 
be affured her majefty neither would nor could indure fuch 
an indignity to be done to the Queen, her good coufin and 
neighbour. 

And notwithftanding thefe my proceedings with them, 
they have made proof to be little moved thereby , for as 
yet neither will they confent to the enlargement, neither 
fuffer me to fpeak with her. So as it feemeth to me , it 
is fuperfluous to treat any more with them after this 
manner. Whereupon 1 have advertifed the Queen’s ma- 
jefty my fovereign, expecting daily her majefty’s further 
order ; and as I fhall be advertifed thereof, fo will not 
fail to fignify the faihe to your good lordfhip ; and in the 
mean time will advertife her majefty alfo, what your lord- 
fhip hath written unto me. Thus with my due com- 
mendations to youc good lordfhip , I commit the fame to 

17 24th Aur. 15157. Paper-Office, from a copy which Sir Nicholas 
Tent to fccrctary Cecil. 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 






270 

almighty God, retting always to do you the pleafure and 
fervice that I can lawfully. At Edenburgh. 

Indorfed 24th of Auguft , 1567. 

N*. XI. (Vol. II. p. in. ) 

/ 

Account of lord Herrys’s Behaviour in the Par- 
liament held December 15, 1567 ". 

The lord Herrys made a notable harangue , in the 
name of the duke and himfelf their friends and adherents , 
C the duke himfelf, the earl ofCattilles, and the abbot of 
Kilwinning being alfo prefent ) to perfuade the union of the 
•whole realm in one mind. Wherein he did not fpare to 
fet forth folemnly the great praife that part of this nobility 
did defcrve,' which in the beginning took meanes for punifli- 
ment of the earl Both well, as alfo feeing the Queen’s inor- 
dinat afFedlion to that wicked man , and that fhe could not 
be induced ^y their perfuafion to leave him, that in fequeftring 
her perfon within Lochlevin, they did the duty ofnoblemen. 
That their honourable doings, which had not fpared ro 
hazard their lives and lands , to avenge their native ccuntry 
from the flanderous reports that were fpokcn of it among 
other nations , had well deferved that all their brethren 
fhould join with them in fo good a caufe. That he and 
they, in whofe names he did fpeak , would willingly, 
and without any compulfion , enter themfelves in the fame 
yoke, and put their lives and lands in the like hazard , for 
maintenance of our caufe. And if the Queen herfelf were 
in Scotland, accompanied with 20,000 men, they will be 
of the fame mind , and fight in our quarrel. He hoped 
the remainder noblemen of their party, Huntlv, Arguile , 
and others , which had not as yet acknowledged the king , 
would come to the fame conformity , whereunto he would 
alfo earneftly move them. And if they will remain obftinate, 

*• Paptr. Office. 
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ancl refute to qualify thcmfelves", then will the duke, he, 
and their friends , join with us to correct them , that other- 
wife will not reform themtelves. So plaufible an ©ration , 
and more advantageous for our party, none of ourfelves 
could have made. He did not forget to term my lord 
regent , by the name of regent, ( there was no mention at all 
of the Earl of Murray ) and to call him grace at every word, 
when his fpeeches were diredted to him , accompanying all 
his words with low courtefies after this manner. 

N*. XII. (Vol. II. p. 134.) 

Queen Mary to Queen Elizabeth 

Madam, 

-Although the neceiTity of my caufe (which maketh 
me to be importune to you) do make you to judge that 
I am out of the way; yet fuch as have not my patfion , 
nor the refpedls where you are perfuaded , will think that 
I do as my caute doth require. Madam, I have not accu- 
fed you, neither in words, nor in thought, to have ufed 
yourfelf evil towards mdj§nd I believe, that you have 
no want of good underftfflBing , to keep you from per- 
fwafion againft your natural good inclination. But in the 
mean time 1 can’t chute (having my fenfes> but perceive 
very evil furtherance in my matters, fince my coming hi- 
ther. I thought that I had fufficiently difeourfed unto 
you the difeommodities , which this delay bringeth unto 
me. And efpecially that they think in this next month of 
Auguft, to hold a parliament againft me and all my fer- 
vants. And in the mean time, I am flayed here, and yet 
will you, that I fhould put mytelf further into your coun- 
try, (without feeing you) and remove me further from 
mine; and there do me this difhonour at the requeft of my 
rebels, as to fend commiflioners to hear them againft me, 

*.» Cott. Lib. Cal. I. A Copy, and probably a Translation. 
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as you would do to a mere fubjedt, and not hear me by 
mouth. Now , madam , I have promifed you to come to 
you , and having there made my moan and complaint of 
thefe rebels , and they coming thither , not as polfelfors , 
but as fubjeds , to anfvver. I would have befought you to 
hear my juftification of that which they have falfly fet furth 
againft me , and if 1 could not purge myfelf thereof, you 
might then difcharge your hands of my caufes, and let ire 
go for fuch as l am. But to do as you fay , if I were cul- 
pable I would be better advifed ; but being not fo , I can't 
accept this difhonour at their hands, that being in poffeflion 
they will come and accufe me before your cornmidioners, 
whereof I can’t like : And feeing you think it to be againft 
your honour and confignage to do otherwife , l befeech yon 
that you will not be mine enemy, untill you may fee bow I 
can difcharge myfelf every way , and to fuffer me go into 
France, where I have a dowry to maintain me; or at leaf! 
to go into Scotland, with alfurance that if there come any 
Grangers thither, 1 will bind myfelf for their return without 
any prejudice to you,-or if it pteis you not to do thus, I proteft 
that I will not impute it to falfhood , if I receive ftrangers 
in my country , without making you any other difeha’-ge for 
it. Do with my body as you will , the honour of blame fhall 
be yours. For I had rather dieJ^e, and that my faithful fer- 
vants may be fuccoured ( tho’ jWwould not 1b ) by ftrangers, 
than to fuffer them to be utterly undone , upon hope to 
receive , in time to come , particular commodity. There 
be many things to move me to fear that 1 fhall have to 

do , in this country , with others than with you. But for- 

4 alinuch as nothing hath followed upon my laft moan , I 

hold my peace , happen what may hap. I have as leef to 

endure } m y f° rtune > as to feek it, and not find it. Further, 

it pleafed you to give licenfe to my fubjeds to go and 
come. This has been refufed by my lord Scroop and Mr. Knolls 
(as they fay) by your commandment, becaufe 1 would not 
depart hence to your charge , untill I had anfwer of this 
letter, tho’ I fhewed them that you required my anfwer , 
upon the two points , contained in your letter. 

The 
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The one is to let you briefly underhand , I am come 
to you to make my moan to you , the which being heard , 

I would declare unto you mine innocency, and then require 
your aid , and for lack thereof, l can’t but make my moan 
and complaint to God , that I am not heard in my juft 
quarrel , and to appeal to other princes to have refpedt 
thereunto , as my cafe requireth ; and to you , madam , firft 
of all, when you lball have examined your confcience be- 
fore him , and have him for witnefs. And the other , 

which is to come further into your country , and not to 
come to your prefence , I will efteem that as no favour , 
but will take it for the contrary , obeying it as a thing 
forced. In mean time , I befeech you , to return to me 
my Lord Herries , for I can’t be without him, having 
none of my counfal here , and alfo to fuffer me , if it pleafe 
you , without further delay , to depart hence whitherfo- 
ever it be out of this Country. I am fure you will not 
deny me this Ample requeft for your honour’s fake , feeing 
it doth not pleafe you to ufe your natural goodnefs to- 
wards me othervvife , and feeing that of mine own accord , 
I am come hither, let me depart again, with yours. And 
if God permit my caufes to 'fucceed well , I fhall be 
bound to you for it ; and happening otherwife , yet I can’t 
blame you. As for my Lord Fleeming , feeing that upon 
my credit you have fuffered him to go home to his houfe, 
I warrant you he fhall pafs no further, but fhall return 
when it fhall pleafe you. In that you truft me , I will not 
( to die for it > deceive you. But from ” Dumbarton I an- 
fwer not , when my L. Fleeming fhall be in the Tower. 
For they which are within it , will not forbear to receive 
fuccour , if I don’t afTure them of yours ; no , tho’ you 
would charge me withal , for 1 have left them in charge , 
to have more refpetft to my fervants and to my eftate, than 
to my life. Good After, be of another mind, win the heart, 
and all fhall be yours , and at your commandment. I 
thought to fatisfy you wholly , if I might have feen you. 
Alas ! do not as the ferpent , that ftoppeth his hearing , 

*• Perhaps for. 
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for I am no enchanter , but your fitter , and natural coufin.' 
Jf Caefar had not difdained to hear or read the complaint 
of an advertifer , he had not fo died ; why fhould princes 
ears be flopped feeing that they are painted fo long ; Mean- 
ing that they fhould hear all and be well advifed , before 
they anfwer. 1 am not of the nature of the bafilifk, and 
lefs of the chamelion , to turn you to my likenefs , and 
tho’ 1 fhould be fo dangerous and curs’d as men fay , you 
are fufficiently arm’d with conftancy and with juftice , 
which I require of God , who give you grace to ufe it well 
with long and happy life. From Carlifle the 5 th of July, 
«* 68 . 

N*. XIII. (Vol. H. p. 135.) 

Part of a letter from Sir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 
8th Aug. 1468, from Bolton 

13 U T furely this Queen doth feem , outwardly , not 

-only to favour the form , but alfo the chief article of the 
Teligion of the gofpel , namely juftification by faith only : 
and fhe heareth the faults of papiftry revealed, by preaching 
or otherwife, with contented ears, and with gentle and weak 
leplys , and fhe doth not feem to like the worfe of religion 
throw me. 

Part of a letter from fir Francis Knollys to Cecil, 
at Sept. 1568, from Bolton. 

It came to this Queen’s ears of late that fhe waa 

bruited to be lately turned to the religion of the gofpell , 
to the great difliking of the papifts hereabouts , which thing 
herfelf confefTed unto me, and yefterday , openly in the great 
chamber, when the affembly was full, and fome papitts pre- 

** An Original. Paper- Office. 
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fent fhe took occafion to fpeak of religion , and then openly 
fhe profefled herfelf to be- of the papift religion , and took 
Upon her to patronize the fame more earneftly than fhe had 
done a great while afore , altho’ her defences and arguments 
tyere fo weak , that the effedt ofherfpeech was only to fhevv 
her zeal; and afterwards to me alone, when I mifliked to 
fee her become fo confidently backward in religion. Why , 
faid fhe, would you have me to lofe France and Spain, 
and all my friends in other places , by feeming to change 
my religion, and yet I am not aflured the Queen my good 
filter will be my allured friend , to the fatisfadtion of my 
honour and expedtation. 

N\ XIV. (Vol.lL) p. 136. 

A letter from my lord Herrics to my lord Scroop 
and fir F. Knollys , September 3d, 1568 “. 

My lords , pleafit your honourable lordfhips , I ant 
' Informed by James Borthwick , lately come from the 
Queen’s majelty your foverane , that is fchawin to her 
highnefs, 1 fhould have ridden in Crafurdmure, fen my 
laft cuming into this realm , upon the earl of Murray’s 
dependents. And that I fuld have caufit , or been of 
counfal to Scottifmen to have ridden in England, to flay 
or fpulzie her majefty’s fubjedts. . 

My lords , 1 thought it right needfull becaufe your lord- 
Ihips is, by your foverane, comm®ded to attend upon the 
Queen’s majelty my miftrefs , fo having daily accefs in thir 
matters, to declare upon the truth humbly defiring that 
your lordfhips will, for God’s caufc, certificate the Queen 
your foverane the fame. 

As God lives , I have neither contented , nor any wife 
had knowledge of any Scottifman’s riding in England , to 
do the fubjedts thereof hurt in bodies or goods , fene the 
fiege of Leith ; and as I underftand it fhall be fund ttue , 
>> e<m. Lib. Cal. 5- An Original in his «wn hand. 
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that gif ony fic open hurt be done , it is by the Queen my 
fovereign’s difobedients , and that I have not ridden nor 
hurt no Scottifhman, nor commanded no hurt to be done 
to them , fen my coming from the Queen’s majeftv of Eng- 
land , it is well kend , for that never ane will complain 
of me. 

I have done more good to Crawfurdmure nor ever the 
earl of Murray has done, and will be loather to do them 
any harm than he will. Except the Queen’s majefty your 
fovereign , command fic falfe reports to be tryit , quheteof 
this is altogidder an inventit leafing , her grace fall be 
trublit , and tyne the hearts of true men here , quhom of 
fic report fall be made , that baieth would ferve hir, and 
may, better than they unworthy liars. 

My lords , l underftand the Queen’s majefty your fo- 
vereign is not contented of this bruite , that there Ihould 
ony Frenchman come in this realm , with the duke of 
Chattelherault. Truth it is , 1 am no manner of way the 
counfall of their cuming , nor has no fic certainty thereof, 
as I hear by Borthwick’s report from the Queen’s majefty 
your fovereign. And gif I might as well fay it, as it is 
true indeed, her grace’s felf is all the wyitt , and the counfall 
that will never let her take order with my maiftrefs caufe. 
For that our fovereign havand her majefty’s promife, he 
writing , of luff , friendfhip , and affiftance gif need had 
fo requirlt, enterit that realm , upon the 16 day of May, 
fen that time the Queen’s majefty has commanded me 
diver fe times to declare fhe would accept her caufe , and 
do for her , and to pusher in peaceable poffeffion of this 
realme , and when 1 required of her majefty , in my maif- 
trefs name, that her.bighnefs would either do for her, (as 
her fpecial truft was fhe would ) according to her former 
promifes, or otherwife give her counfal, would not confent, 
(as 1 fhow her grace 1 fand diverfe repugnant) then that 
fhe would permit her to pufs in France , or to fome other 
prince to feek fupport , or failing hereof, ( quhilk was 
againft all reafon ") that fhe would permit her to return it 
her awin counttie , in lie fempil manner as fhe came out 


Digitiz 


ibyGc 


APPENDIX. 


*77 


of it, and faid to her majefty ane of thir, for her honour, 
would not be refufit, feeand that (he was coined in her 
realm upon her writings and promifes of friendfhip. And 
ficklike 1 faid to her highnefs , gif my niaiftrcls had the 
like promife of her nobility and eftates , as fhe had of 
herfelf, 1 fhould have reprovit them highly, gif they had 
not condefcendit to one of thir three, and fo I fay, and 
fo I write, that in the warld it lhall be maift reprehend- 
able , gif this promife taketh not other good effedt , nor yet 
it does. Notwithftanding, I get gud anfwer of thir promifes 
of friendfhip made to my fovereign , and to put her grace 
in this her awin countrie peaceably, we have fund the con- 
trary working by Mr. Middlemore diredlit from her highnefs 
to flay the army that cuift down our houfes. And alfua, 
in the proceeding of this late pretendit parliament, promifed 
twenty days before the time to myfelf to have caufed it 
been difchargit. And yet contrary to this promife , have 
they made their pretendit manner of forfaulture of ;i men 
of guid reputation, bifhops, abbottis, and barronis, obe- 
dient fubjecls to our fovereign , only, for her caufe. 

They have alfo difponit, fen our fovereign’s caufe was 
taken upon hand be the Queen’s majefty of that realm, an 
hundred thoufand pound Scots worth of her awin true 
fubjecls geir, under the color of the law, groundit upon 
their falfe, treafoiiable , ftowin, authority. 

The murders , the oppreflions , the burnings , the ra- 
vifhing of women, the deftrudtion of policy, both eccle- 
fiaftical and temporal , in this mean time , as in my former 
writings I faid it was lamentable to ony chriftian man to 
hear of, except God gif grace , the profeftion of the evan. 
gile of Jefus Chrift profeflit be your prince, counfall and 
realme, be mair niyndit, nor theauld inamity that has ftand 
betwixt the realms, many of my countrymen will doubt in 
this article, and their proceedings puttis my felf in Sandt 
Thomas belief. 

Now, my lords, gif the Queen’s majefty of that realm, 
upon quhais promife and honour my maiftrefs came there, 
as I have faid , will leave all the French writings , and 
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French phra r es of writings , quhilks amongis them is over 
meikle on baith the Tides unfit, and plainly, according to 
the auld true cuftom of Ingland and Scotland , quherein 
be a word promift truth was obferv’d , promife in the 
name of the eternal God , and upon the high honour of 
that nobill and princely blude of the kings of Ingland, 
quhereof fhe is defcendit , and prefently wears the diadem , 
that (he will put my maiftrefs in her awin country, and 
caufe her as Queen thereof in her authority and ftrength to 
be obeyit, and to do the fame will appoint an certain day 
■W'thin two months at the fartheft, as we underltand this 
to be our weil , fua will we , or the maift part of us all , 
follow' upon it, leaving the Frenchmen, and their evil French 
phrafes togidder. And therefore , and for the true perpetual 
friendfhip of that realm, will condition, and for our part, 
with the grace of Almighty God, keep fie heads and con- 
ditions of agreement , as noble and wife men can conde- 
feend upon, for the weill of this hail ifland. As I have 
been partlings declaring to the Queen your fovereign, 
quhilk 1 (hew to your lordfhips felfis both in religion, in 
the punifhment of the earl Hothwile, for the Queen’s lad 
husband’s daughter, and for a mutual band of amity per, 
petually to remain amongis us. 

Doubtlefs , my lords , without that , we may find fic 
time and friendly working , as may gif us occafion baith 
to forgette Aliddlemore and his late pretendit parliament, 
we will turn the leaf, leaving our fovereign agains our 
will to reft where ihe is , under the promife of friendfhip. 
As I have baith faid, and will ever affirm, made be your 
fovereign , quhilk W'as only caufe of her graces coming 
in that realme , and feek the help and moyen of French , 
or Spaniih , till expulfe this treafonable and falfe pretendit 
authority, quhilk means to reign above us. 

My lords, I defire your lordihiptr confider, that it is he, 
that maift defires the amity betwixt Ingland and Scotland to 
Continue, and of a poor man beft caufe has, that writ this. 

My brother the laird of Skirling, fchaws me, that in 
your lordlfiips communing with him, it appearit to him. 
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your mind was we (hold fuller the earl of Murray to work, 
altho’ it were agains reafon to us, and complain thereof to 
the Queen’s majefty , and her highnefs wald fee it reformit. 
My lords , her majefty will be over meikle troublit to reform 
the wranges we have fuftainit already. For I am fure , gif 
ieafon and juftice may have place , our maiftrefs , and we 
her fubjedts , have received exprefs wrang , far above two 
hundred thoufand pounds fterling , in the time of this un- 
happy government, feeing the reformation of fa great caufes, 
comes , now a days , fo flowlie and the ungodly law of 
oblivion in fie matters fo meikle practis’d , I think, nowther 
for the Queen’s honour , nor our weill , your lordlhips would 
fua mean , nor that it is good to us to follow it. And 
that ye will give your fovereign lie advertifement thereof, 
as your good wifdoms lhall find in this caufe meet. It will 
be true and frindfull working for us , indeed , and nowther 
French phrafes, nor boafting, and finding little other effedt, 
that will caufe us to hold away the Frenchmen. This is 
plainly written , and I defire your lordfhip’s plain anfwer , 
for in truth and plainnefs langeft continues gud friendlhip , 
quhilk in this matter I pray God may lang continue , and 
have your lordlhips in his keeping. Off Dumfreis , the ji 
day of September i?6R. 

Your lordlhips at my power 
to command leifully 


HEllRIS. 


Queen IVlary to Q. Elizabeth 

JVI ADAME ma bonne foeur. J’ay refceu de vos lettres, 
d’une mefine date ; l’une , ou vous faites mention de 1'ex- 
cufe de Alonft. de Murra pour tenir fon pretendu parlement, 
qui me femble bien froid , pour obtenir plus de tollerance 
que je m’eftois perfuadee n’avoir par voftre p?omeffe , quant 
a n’offer donner cotnmilTion de venir fans un parlement pour 
leur peu de nombre de nobleffe alors , je vous refpons , qu’ils 

** isfiS. Cutt. lib. Cal. I. An Original. 
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, n’ont que trois ou quatre d’avantage , qui eufFent auffi bien 
die leur opinion hors de parlement , qui n’a efte tenu tant 
pour cette efFetft , mais pour faire ce qu’expreffement nous 
avions requis eftre empefehes , qui eft la forfalture de mes 
fubjetfts pour m’avoir eftes fidelles, ce que je m’afFurois, 
jufques a heir, avoir eu en promefle de vous, par la lettre 
ecrite a mi lord Scrup e IVlaiftre Knoleis vous induire a ire 
contre eulx , voire , a les enfayre refentir ; toutefois je vois 
que je Pay mal pris , j’en fuis plus marie , pour ce que fur 
votre lettre qu’ils me montrerent, et leur parole, je l’ay fi 
divulguement aflurav que pour vengeance que j’en defirafte, 
fi non mettre difference entre leur faux deportemens , & les 
miens finceres. Dans voftre lettre aulfi datee du io me 
d’Aouft , vous metties ces mots. “ I think your adverfe 
“ party , uppon my fundry former advices , will hold no 
“ parliament at all ; and if they do , it fhall be only in 
“ form of an affembly, to accord whom to fend into this 
realm , and in what fort ; for otherwife , if they (hall 
“ proceed in manner of a parliament , with any a<ft of 
“ judgment againft any perfon, 1 fhall not, in any wife, 
“ allow thereof ; and if they fhall be fo overfeen , then 
‘ ‘ you may think the fame to be of no other moment, than 
“ the former procedures ; and by fuch their rafh manner of 
“ proceeding , they fhall moft prejudice themfelves; and 
“ be affured to find me ready to condemn them , in their 
“ doings. ” Sur quoy, j’ay contremande mes ferviteurs , 
les faiffant retirer , fouffrant felon voftre commandement 
d’etre fauffement nommes traitres , par ceulx, qui le font 
de vray ; & encore d’etre provoques par efcarmons dies, & 
par prinfes de mes gens & lettres , & au contraire vous etes 
informee que mes fubje&s ont evahis les voflres , Madame, 
qui a fait ce rapport n’eft pas homme de bien , car laird 
de Sesford & fon fils font & ont eftes mes rebelles depuis 
le commencement ; enquires vous , s’ils n’eftoient a Donfris 
aveques eulx* j’avois offri refpondre de fa frontiere, ce qui 
me fut refufe , * ce qui me devroit afTes defeharger , nean- 
moins , pour vous faire preuve de ma fidelite , et de leur 
falfite , s’il vous me fayte donner le nom des coulpables , 
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& me fortifier , je commanderay mes fubjeds les pour- 
fuivre , ou fi vous voules que ce foit les voftres , les miens 
leur ayderont ; je vous prie m’en mander voftre volonte, au 
refte mes fubjeds fidelles feront refpon fables a tout ce que 
leur fera mis fu les contre vous , ni les voftres , ni les 
rebelles , defpuis que me confeillates les faire recirer. Quant 
auxFranqois, j’efcrivis que Ton n’en fit nulle pourfuite , car 
j’efperois tant en vous, que je n’en aurois befoign, — je ne 
fqeu fi le did aura en mes lertres, mais je vous jure devant 
Dieu que ne fqay chofe du monde de leur venue , que 
ce que m’en aves manday , ni n’en ai oui de France mot 
du monde , & ne le puis croire pour cell occafion , et fi ils 
fi font, c’eft fans mon fceu ni confentement , Pourquoy je 
vous fupplie ne me condamner fans m’ouire, car je fuis 
preft de tenir tout ce que j’ay oflFert a INlefter Knoleis , & 
vous allure que votre amitie , qu’il vous pleft m’offrir , fera 
refcue avant toutes les chofes du monde , quant France 
fervit la pour prefler leur retour a cefte condition , que 
prenies mes aftaires en mein , en fceur , & bonne amie , 
comme ma France eft en vous; mais une chofe feule me 
rende confufe, j’ay tant d’enemis qu’ont votre oreille , la 
quelle ne pouvant avoir par parolle , toutes mes adions vous 
font defguifees , & falfement raportees , par quoi il m’eft 
linpoflible de m’aflurer de vous , pour les manteries qu’on 
vous a fait , pour deftruire voftre bonne volonte de moy ; 
par quoi je defirerois bien avoir ce bien vous faire entendre 
ma fincere & bonne affedion , laquelle je ne puis fi bien 
defcrire , que mes enemis a tort ne la decolore. Ma bonne 
fceur, gagnes moy, envoyes moy querir, n’entres en jaloufie 
pour faulx raports de celle que ne defire que votre bonne 
grace ; je me remettray fur Mefter Knoleis a qui je me fuis 
libxement defcouverte , & apres vous avoir baifee les mains, 
-je prierai Dieu vous donner en fante , longue & heureufe 
vie. De Boton , ou je vous promets , je n’efpere pertir , 
qu’aveques voftre bonne grace , quoyque les menteurs men- 
tenf. Ce 26 d’Aouft, 
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N\XV. (Vol.II. p. 137 -) 

Queen Elizabeth to the Earl Murray *\ 

Right trufty and right well beloved couGn , we greet 
you well. Where we hear fay, that certain reports are 
made in fundry parts of Scotland , that whatfoever fhould 
fall out now upon the hearing of the Queen of Scotts caufe, 
in any proof to convince or to acquit the faid Queen con- 
cerning the horrible murder of her late husband our coufin, 
we have determined to reftore her to her kingdom and 
government, we do fo much miflike hereof, as we cannot 
indure the fame to receive any credit and therefore we 
have thought good to affure you , that the fame is untruly 
devifed by the authors to our dilhonour. For as we have 
been always certified from our faid filler, both by her letters 
and mefiages , that (he is by no means guilty or participant 
of that murder , which we wilh to be true , fo furely if 
fhe fhould be found jultly to be guilty thereof as hath been 
reported of her , whereof we would be very forry , then , 
indeed , it Ihould behove us to confider otherwife of her 
caufe than to fatisfy her defire in reftitution of her 
to the government of that Kingdom. And fo we w'ould 
have you and all others think , that fhould be difpofed to 
Conceive honourably of us and our adtions. 
lndorfed 20 Sept, i$68- 

N\ XVI. (Vol. II. p. 144.) 

Sir Francis Knollys to Cecil, the 9th of Odtober 
1568, from York **. 

JVJy lord’s grace of Norfolk fending for me to 

Bolton , to attend upon him here Thurfday laft, I made my 

,4 Paper Office. From a copy corrected by fecrctary Cecil. 

*’ An Original. Paper -Office. 
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repair hither accordingly, meaning to ftay here until Monday 
next i as touching the matters of the commiflion , that his 
grace and the reft have from her highnefs , his grace hath 
imparted unto me of all things thereunto appertaining, and 
what hath hitherto parted , and altho’ the matters be too 
weighty for my weak capacity, to prefume to utter any 
opinion of mine own thereof, yet I fee that my lord Herris, 
for his parte laboureth a reconciliation , to be had without 
the extremity of odious' accufations ; my lord of Ledington 
alfo faith to me , that he could wi(h thefe matters to be 
ended in dulce maner, fo that it might be done with fafety ; 
of the reft you can conceive, by the advertifements and 
writings , fent up by our commiftioncrs. 

A letter from the biflhop of Rofs to the Queen of 
Scotts, from York, O&ober 1568 *\ 

L E I S your majefty I conferred at length with A. 
ane great part of a night , who arturit me that he had 
reafoned with B. this Saturday C. on ( the field , who de- 
terminate to him that it was the D. determinit purpofe 
not to end your caufe at this time, but to hold the fame 
in fufpence , and did that was in her power , to make 
the E. purfue extremity , to the effedt F. and his adhe- 
rents might utter all they could to your dilhonour , to 
the effect to caufe you come in difdain with the hail fub- 
jedts of this realm , that ye may be the mair unable to 
attempt any thing to her difadvantage. And to this effedk 
is all her intention . and when they have produced all they 
can againft you , D. will not appoint the matter inftantly, 
but tranfport you up in the country, and retain you there 
till (he think time to (hew you favour, which is not likely 
to be haftily , becaufe of your uncles in France, and the 
fear (he has of yourfelf to be her unfriend. And there- 
fore their counfel is , that ye write an writing to the D. 

J * Cott. lib. Calig. C. I. a copy. 
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meaning that ye are informit that your fubjedts which hat 
offendit you. — This in effedt that your majefty hearing 
the eftate of your affairs as they proceed in York, was 
informed that her majefty was informed of you , that you 
could not gudely remit your fubjedts in fuch fort as they 
might credit you hereafter , which was a great caufe of the 
flay of this controverfy to be ended. And therefore per- 
fuading her D. effedtually not to truft any who had made 
fuch narration. But like as ye had rendered you in her 
hands, as moil tender to you of any living, fo prayit her 
take na opinion of you , but that ye wald ufe her coun- 
fell in all your affairs, and wald prefer her friendfhip to 
all others , as well uncles as others , and affure her to keep 
that thing ye wald promife to your fubjedts by her advice. 
And if D. difcredit you , ye wald be glad to fatisfy her 
in that point be removing within her realm in fecret and 
quiet manner , where her G. pleafed , until the time her 
G. were fully fatisfied , and all occafion of difcredit re- 
moved from her. So that in the mean time your realm 
were holden in quietnefs , and your true fubjects reftored 
and maintained in their own eftate , and fic other things 
tending to this effedt. And affirms that they believe 
that this may be occafion to caufe her credit you that ye 
offer fo far ; and it may come that within two or three 
months Ihc may become better - minded to your grace , 
for now flie is not well minded , and will not Ihew you 
any pleafure for the caufes forefaid. 

N. B. The title of this paper is in Cecil’s hand ; the 
following key is added in another hand. 

A. The laird of Lethington. 

B. The Duke of Norfolk. 

C. Was the day he rode to Cawood. 

The Queen of England. 

E. The Queen of Scots commiflioners, 

F. The earl of Murray. 
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N*. XVII. ( Vol. II. p. 156.) 

Deliberation of Secretary Cecil’s concerning Scot- 
land, Dec. 21. 1568 * 7 . 

^ A' H E beft way for England , but not the eafieft , that 
the Queen of Scots might remain deprived of her crown , 
and the ftate continue as it is. 

The fecond way for England profitable , and not fo hard. 

— That the Queen of Scots might be induced , by fome 
perfwafions , to agree that her Ion might continue king , 
becaufe he is crowned, and herfelf to remain alfo Queen; 
and that the government of the realm might be committed 
to fuch perfons as the Queen of England fhould name , 
fo as for the nomination of them it might be ordered , 
that a convenient number of perfons of Scotland fhould be 
firft named to the Queen of England, indifferently for the 
Queen of Scots, and for her fon , that is to fay the one 
half by the Queen of Scots , and the other by the carle 
ol Lenox and lady Lenox , parents to the child ; and . 
out of thofe , the Queen’s majefty of England to make 
choice for all the officers of the realm , that are , by the 
law of Scotland , difpofable by the king or Queen of the 
land. 

That until this may be done by the Queen’s majefty, 
the government remain in the hands of the earle of Mur- 
ray as it is, providing he fhall not difpofe of any offices or 
perpetuals to continue any longer but to thefe offered of 
the premifes." 

That a parliament be fummoned in Scotland by feveral 
commandments , both of the Queen of Scots and of the 
young king. 

That hoftages be delivered unto England on the 

young king’s behalf, to the number of twelve perfons 
of the earle of Murray’s part as , the Queen of Scots fhall 

37 Paper- Officr. * ’ " 


Digitized by Google 



28<5 


APPENDIX. 


name; and likewife on the Queen’s behalf to the like nuffl, 
ber as the carle of Murray fhall name ; the fame not to be 
any that have by inheritance or office caufe to be in this 
■parliament, to remain from the beginning of the fummons 
of that parliament , until three months after that parlia- 
ment ; which hoftages fhall be pledges , that the friends 
of either part fhall keep the peace in all cafes, till by this 
parliament it be concluded, that the ordinance which the 
Queen of England fhall devife for the government of the 
realm (being not to the hurt of the crown of Scotland, 
nor contrary to the laws of Scotland for any man’s inhe- 
ritance, as the fame was before the parliament at Edin. the 
Decern. 1567) fhall be eftablifhed to be kept and obeyed, 
under pain of high treafon for the breakers thereof. 

— That by the fame parliament alfo be eftablifhed all 
executions and judgments given againft any perfon for the 
death of the late king. 

— That by the fame parliament, a remiflion be made 
univerfally from the Queen of Scots to any her contrarys , 
and alfo from every one fubjerft to another , faving that 
reftitution be made of lands and houfes, and all other 
things heritable , that have been by either fide taken from 
them which were the owners thereof at the committing of 
the Queen of Scotts to Lochlevin. 

That by the fame parliament it be declared who fhall 
be fucceflbrs to the crown next after the Q. of Scotts and 
her ifTue; or elfe, that fuch right of the D. of Chatelhrault 
had , at the marriage of the Q. of Scotts with the lord 
Darnley, may be conferved and pot prejudiced. 

That the Queen of Scotts may have leave of the Queen’s 
majefty of England , twelve months after the faid parliament, 
and that fhe fhall not depart out of England, without fpe- 
cial licence of the Queen’s majefty. 

That the young king fhall be nourifhed and brought up 
in England , till he be years of age. 

It is to be confidered, that in this caufe the compofi- 
tion between the Queen and her fubjedls may be made with 
certain articles , outwardly to be l'een to the world for her 
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honour, as though all the parts lhould come of her, and 
yet for the furety of contrarys, that certain betwixt het 
and the Queen’s majeity are to be concluded. 

• 

N*. XVIII. (Vol. IL p. 159.) 

The Queen to Sir Francis KnoUeys, zz Jan. 

1568-9 *\ 

I * •» ® 

W E greet you well, we mean not, at this point, by 
any writing, to renew that which it hath pleafed God to 
make grievous to us and forryfull to yowj but forbearing 
the fame as unmeet at this point, having occafion to command 
you in our fervice, and yow alfo whileft you are to ferve 
us. We require yow to confider of this that followeth with 
like confideration and diligence , as hitherto yow have accuf- 
tomate in our fervife; at the time of our laft letters written 
to yow the fourteenth of this month for removing of the 
Queen of Scots , we had underftanding out of Scotland of • 

certain writtings fent by her from thence into Scotland , 
amongft the which one is found to contain great and mani- 
feft untruths touching us and others alfo , as (hall and may - 
plainly appear unto yow by the copy of the fame, which 
likewife we fend yow , and becaufe at the fame time we were 
advertifed , that it lhould be Ihortly proclaimed in Scotland, 
though then it was not, we thought good firft to remove 
the Queen , before we would difclofe the fame , and then 
expedt the iffue thereof; and now, this day, by letters from 
1 our coufin of Hunfdon we are afcertained, that fince that 
1 time the fame matters contained in the writings , are pub- 
Jilhed in diverfe parts of Scotland, whereupon we have 
thought it very meet , for the difcharge of our honour, and 
l to confound the falfehood contained in that writing, not 
only to have the fame reproved by open proclamation upon 
I our frontiers, the copy whereof we do herewith fend yow, 

*• r»per. Office. 
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but alfo In convenient fort to charge that Queen therewith j 
fo as fhe may be moved to declare the authors thereof, 
and perfuaders of her to write in fuch flanderous fort fuch 
untruths of us ; and in the mean feafon* we have here 
flayed her commiflioners , knowing no other whom we may 
more probably prefume to be parties hereunto, than they, 
until , the Queen fhall name fome other , and acquit them ; 
who being generally charged, without exprefling to them 
any particularity , do ufe all manner of fpeeches to difcharge 
» themfelves ; wherefore our pleafure is , that ye fhall , after 

ye have well perufed the copy of this writing fent to yoW, 
fpeedily declare unto her, that we have good underftanding 
given us of diverfe letters and writings , fent by her into 
Scotland , figned by her own hand , amongft which , one 
fuch writing is fent with her commandment exprefly as now 
it is already publifhed , as we are much troubled in mind 
that a princefs as file is having a caufe in our hands fo im- 
plicated with difficultys and calamitys, fhould either conceave 
in her own mind, or allow of them that fhould devife fuch 
falfe , untrue , and improbable matters againft us , and our 
honor , and fpecially to have the aventure to have the fame 
being known fo untrue to be publifhed , and you fhall 
alfo fay , becaufe we will not think fo ill of her , as that it 
fhould proceed of her felf, but rather fhe hath been coun- 
felled thereunto , or by abufe made to think fome part 
thereof to be true, we require her, even as fhe may look 
for ony favour at our hands , that fhe will disburden her- 
felf as much as truly fhe may herein , and name them 
which have been the authors and perfwaders thereof, and 
fo fhe fhall make as great amends to us as the cafe may 
require; after you have thus far proceeded , and had fome 
anfwer of her, whether fhe fhall deny the writing abfo* 
lutely , or name any that have been the advifers thereof, 
you fhall fay unto her that we have flayed her commit 
fioners here , until we may have fome anfwer thereof, 
becaufe we cannot but impute to them fome part of this 
evil dealing , until by her anfwer the authors may be 
known ; and as foon as you can have diredl anfwers 
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from her , we pray you to return us the fame ; for as the 
cafe ftandeth , we cannot but be much difquieted with it , 
having our Honour To deeply touched contrary to any in- 
tention in us , and for any thing we know in our judg* 
ment the earl of Murray and others named in the fame 
writing void of thought for the matters , to them therein 
imputed ; you may impart to the Queen of Scots either 
the contents of the flanderous letter , or fhew her the 
copy to read it, and you may alfo impart this matter to 
the lord Scroop, to join with you there as you fhall think 
meet 

Sir Francis Knollevs to Queen Elizabeth , from 
Wetherby, the 28th January 1568 

X WILL fupprefs my own grieffs , and pafs thetii 

over with filence , for the prefent learning of your majefty 
-—and for this Queen’s anfwer to the copie of her fuppoied 
letter fent unto Scotland , I mult add this unto my brother’s 
letter, fent unto Mr. Secretary yefternight late; in proceih 
of time fhe did not deny but that the firft lines contained irk 
the fame copie , was agreeable to a letter that Ihe had fent 
unto Scotland , which touched my lord of Murray’s protnife 
to deliver her fon into your majefty’s hands , and to avoid 
that the fame*fhould not be done without her confent, 
made her* fhe faith, to write in that behalf; (he faith 
alfo that fhe wrote that they fhould caufe a proclamation 
to be made to ftir her people to defend my lord of Murray’s 
intent and purpofe , for delivering of her faid fon , and 
impugne his rebellious government, as fhe termed it, but 
fhe utterly denyeth to have written any of the other 
flanderous part of the faid letter touching your majefty ; 
fhe faid alfo , that fhe fufpe&ed that a Frenchman , now 
in Scotland, might be the auchor of fome Scotch letters 
devifed in her name , but fhe would not allow me to writ* 
this for any part of her anfwer. 

** An Original. Paper- Office, 
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N\ XIX. (Vol. II. p. i6g- ) 

Sir Nicholas Throkmorton to the right honour- 
able the Lord of Liddington 

"YoUR letter of the }d of July, I have received the 
15 th of the fame. For anfwer whereunto you fiiall under- 
■ftand, that friends here to my lord regent and you do 
wifh fuch a concurrence in all doings, as in matter and 
circumftances there arife no diffenfion , or at the leaft, 
no more nor other than the difference of countries doth 
neceflarily require. We here do think convenient that as 
few delays be ufed as may be , for the confummation of the 
matter in hand , which principally to advance , your al- 
lowance, profecution, and fpeedy promotion in Scotland, 
is moft requifite, for you are fo wife, and well acquainted 
with the (late of the world , and with all our humours, as 
you know that fome do allow and difallow for reafon , fome 
for refpeft of multitude , fome for refpetft of perfons , and 
fo the caufe is to go forward as men do like to fet it 
forward. You are not to feek that fome will ufe cautions, 
fome neutrality , fome delays , and fome will plainly im- 
pugne it. And yet all and every -of thefe forts will alter 
their doings , when they fhall fee the reg*nt and his fa- 
vourers accord with the belt and greateft part there , and 
agree with the wifeft and Pronged party here. Tho’ the 
matter has taken its beginning here , upon deep and weighty 
cunfiderations , for the weil of both the princes and their 
realms, as well prefently , as in time to come, yet it is 
thought moft expedient , that the regent and realm of Scot- 
land , by you , fhould propofe the matter to the Queen our 
fovereign, if you like to ufe convenience, good order, ot 
be difpofed to leave but a fear , and no wound of the hurts 
paft. I would be glad that this my letter fhould come to 
your hands before the convention, whereat it feems your 
’* soih cf July 1569. From the Original. 
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Queen’s reftoration and marriage to the duke of Norfolk 
fhould he propounded , either to wynne in them both allow- 
ance or rejection. To which proceedings, becaufe you pray 
me to write frankly , I fay and reafon thus , methinketh 
you ufe a prepofterous order, to demand the confent of 
fuch perfons , in fuch matters , as their minds to a good 
end hath rather been felt or prepared, and therefore there 
mull needs follow either auniverfal refufal or fadious divifion 
amongft you , whereby a blouftering intelligence mull needs 
come to Queen Elizabeth of the intended marriage from 
thence , which ought to have been fecretly and advifedly 
propounded unto her highnefs; hereby you fee then the 
meaning is , by this dealing , her majefty lhall be made inexor- 
able and fo bring the matter to fuch paffe, as this- which 
(hould have wrought furecy, quietnefs, and a (lay to both 
Queens and their realms, (hall augment your calamity, and 
throw us your bed friends into divorfe with you , and into 
unhappy divifion amongft ourfelves; for you may not con- 
jecture that the matter is now in deliberation , but expedeth 
good occafion for executing; fure I am you do not judge 
fo flenderly of the managing of this matter , as to think we 
have not caft the word, or to enter therein fo far with- 
out the afliftance of the nobility, the ableft, the wifeft , 
and the mightieft of this realm except Queen Elizabeth : 
from whom it hath been concealed untill you , as the fitted 
minifter, might propound it to her on the behalf of the 
regent, and the nobility of Scotland. How far mafter 
Woddes defamations do carry them of Queen Elizabeth’s 
affections, and mafter fecretary’s, to a Hi ft the regent and 
to fupprefs the Queen of Scotts, I know not, nor is it not 
material; but I do affuredly think , that her majefty will 
prefer her furety, the tranquillity of her reign, and the 
confervation of her people , before any device , which may 
proceed from vain difeourfe, or imperfections of palfions, 
and inconfiderate affedions. And as for Mr. Secretary, 
you are not to learn , that as he liketh not go too fail 
afore, fo he coveteth not to tarry too far behind, and fpe- 
Cially when the reliques be of no great value or power. 

♦ V 2 


Digitized by Google 



392 


APPENDIX. 


If I could as well allure you of his magnanimity, and 
conftancy , as of his prefent conformity , 1 would fay con- 
fidently, you may repofe as well of him in this matter, 
as of the duke of Norfolk , the earls of Arundel , Pem- 
broke, Leicefter, Bedford, Shrewsbury, and the reft of the 
nobility; all which do embrace and protefte the accom- 
plilhment of this cafe. I have, according to your advice, 
written prefently to my lord Regent, with the fame zeal 
and care of his well doing that I owe to him, whom I love 
and honour. Mr. Secretary hath allured unto him the 
QuedH of Scotland’s favour of good opinion , wherewith 
he feemeth to be well fatisfy’d. If your credit be , as I 
truft, haften your coming hither, for it is veiy neceflary 
that you were here prefently. Q. Elizabeth both doth 
write to my lord Regent in fuch fort, as he may perceive 
Mr. Wood’s difeourfes of her majefty’s affedtion to be 
vain, and Mr. Secretary otherwife bent than he conjee- 
tureth of him , the effedt of which her majefty’s letter you 
fhall underftand , by my lord Leicefter 's letter unto you at 
this difpatch. At th'e court, 20th July 1569. 

N’. XX. (Vol. II. p. 170.) 

Part of a letter from the earl of Murray to L. B. 
probably Lord Lurleigb M . 

13 E C A U S E I fee that great advantage is taken on 

fmall occafions, and that the mention of the marriage 
betwixt the Queen my fovereign’s mother , and the D. 
of Norfolk hath this while paft been very frequent in 
both the realms , and then I myfelf to be fpoken of as 
a motioner , which I perceive is at the laft come to her 
majefty’s ears; I will, for fatisfadtion of her highnefs, 
and the difeharge of my duty towards her majefty , mani- 
feft unto you my intereft, and medling in that matter, 

11 IS*2. Had. Lib. 37. B. 9 . to 42. 
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From the very beginning, knowing whatfoever is preju- 
dicial to her highnefs, cannot but be hurtful to the king 
my fovereign , this his realm , and me. What conferences 
was betwixt the duke of Norfolk , and any of them that 
were with me within the realm of England, I am notable 
to declare ; but I am no wife forgetful of any thing that 
palled betwixt him and me , either at that time , or fince. 

And to the end her Alajefty may underftand how I have 
been dealt with, in this matter, I am compelled to touch 
fome circumftances , before there was any mention of her • 

marriage. In York^ at the meeting of all the commiflion- 
ers, I found very — and neutral dealing with the duke, and 
others her hignefs’s commHiioners in the beginning of the 
caufe , as in the making of the others to proceed Cncerely, 
and fo furth. During which time , V entered into general 
fpeech, (licking at our juft defence in the matters that 
w r ere objected again ft us , by the faid Queen’s commit 
fioners , looking certainly for no other thing , but fummary 
cognition in the caufe of controverfy , with a final decla- 
ration to have followed. Upon a certain day the lord 
Lithington fecretary rode with the duke to Howard , what 
purpofe they had 1 cannot fay , but that night Lithington 
returning , and entering in conference with me upon the 
ftate of our action , I was advifed by him to pafs to the 
duke , and require familiar conference, by the which I might 
have fome feeling to what iflue our matters would tend. 

According to which advice , having gotten time and place 
convenient in the gallery of the houfe where the duke was 
lodged, after renewing of our frrft acquaintance made at 
Berwick , the time befefre the afljze of Leith , and fome 
fpeeches pafled betwixt us ; he began to fay to me , how he 
in England had favour and credit , and I in Scotland had will 
and frien^hip of many , it was to be thought there could 
be none more fit inftruments , to travel for the continuance 
of the amity betwixt the realms , than we two. Aid fo 
that difeourfe upon the prefent ftate of both, and how I 
was entered in that adtion tending fo far to the Queen’s 
dilhonour , I was willed by him to conGder how matters 
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flood in this, what honour I had received of the Queen, 
and what inconveniences her defamation in the matters laid 
' to her charge might breed to her pofterity. Her refpect 
was not little to the crown of England , there was but one 
heir. The Hamiltons my unfriends, had the nextrefped, 
and that I fhould efteem the ilfue of her body would be the 
more affe&ionate to me and mine , than any other that 
could attain to that crown. And fo it fhould be meeteft, 
that fhe affirmed her dimiflion made in Loclilevin, and we 
to abftrad the letters of her hand write ,^hat fhe fhould not 
be defamed in England. My reply to that was, how the 
matter had paffed in parliament ,.apd the letters feen of many, 
fo that the abflrading of the fame could not then fecure her 
to any purpofe, and jet fhould we, in that doing, bring 
the ignominy upon ttW Affirming it would not be fair for us 
that way to proceed , feeing the Queen’s majefty of Eng- 
land was not made privy to the matter as fhe ought 
to be , in refpetft we were purpofely come in England for 
that end, and for the — of the grants of our caufe. The 
duke’s anfwer was , he would take in hand to handle mat- 
ters well enough at the court. After this , on the occa. 
flon of certain articles , that were required to be refolved 
on , before we entered on the declaration of the very 
ground of our adion , we came up to the court ; where 
fume new commiffioners were adjoined to the former, and 
the hearing of the matter ordained to be in the patlia* 
ment-houfe at Weftminfler , in prefence of which com- 

miflioners of the faid Queen, and through the — 

rebuking of the Queen of England’s own commiffioners, 
we uttered the whole of the adion, and produced fuch 
evidences, letters, and probations, as we had, which might 
move the Queen’s majefty to think well of our caufe. 
Whereupon expeding her highnefs declaration , |jnd lEeing 
no great likelihood of the fame to be fuddenly given, but 
daily motions then made to come to an accord with the 6™ 
Queen, our matters in hand in Scotland, in the mean fea- 
fon , Handing in hazard and danger , we were put to the ut- 
termoft point of our wit, to imagine whereunto the matters 
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.would tend , tho’ albeit we had left nothing undone for 
jurtihcation of our caufes , yet appeared no end , but 
continual motions made to come to fome accord with the 
Queen , and reftore her to whole or half reign. I had no- 
other anfwer to give them , but that J fhould neither do 
againft confcience ar honour in that matter. Notwith-- 
ftanding feeing this my plain anfwer wrought no end , nor 
difpatch to us , and that I was informed that the duke 
began to miflike of me , and to fpeak of me , as that I had 

reported of the faid Queen irreverently, calling her 11 

and murderer ; I was advifed to pafs to- him , and give 
him good words and to purge myfelf of the things ob- 
jected to me , that I fhould not open the fudden entry of 

his evil grace, nor have him to our enemy confider- 

ing his greatnefs. It being therewithal whifpered, and 
fhewed to me , that if I departed , he Handing difcontented 
and not fatisfied , I might peradventure find fuch trouble 
in my way, as my throat might be cut before I came to 
Berrick. And therefore fince it might well enough ap- 
pear to her marriage, I fhould not put him in utter defpair,. 
that my good will could not be had therein. So few days 
before my departing I came to the park in Hampton court, 
where the duke and I met together, and there I declared 
unto him, that it was come to my ears, how fome-mif- 
report fhould be made of me to him, as that I fhould 
fpeak irreverently and rafhly of the faid Queen my fove- 
reign’s mother , fuch words as before exprelfed , that he 

might 1 thereby my affedtions to be fo alienate from 

her , as that I could not love her, nor be content of her 
preferment, howbeit he might perfwade himfelf of the con- , 
trary, for as fhe once was the perfon in the world that I 
loved beft , having that honour to be fo near unto her, and 
having received fuch advancement and honour by her , I 
was not fo ungrate or fo unnatural ever to wifh her body- 
harm , or to fpeak of her as was untruly reported of 
me, (howfoever the trpth was in the felf) and as to tha 

51 Probably adulterer . 
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prefervatton of her fon , now my fovereign , had moved 
me to enter into this caufe , and that her own preffing was 

the occafion of that was uttered to her ’* whenfoever 

God fhould move her heart to repent of her bypaft beha- 
viour and life , and after her known repentance , that (he 
fhould be feparate from that ungoeNy and unlawful mar- 
riage that Ihe was entered in , and then after were joined 
with fuch a godly and honourable a perfonage, as were 
affctftioned to the true religion , and whom we might trull, 
I could find in my heart to love her, and to (hew her as 
great pleafure , favour . and good will , as ever 1 did in my 
life ; and in cafe , he fhould he that perfonage , there was 

none whom I could better like of, the Queen in — — 

of England being made privy to the matter , and (he allow- 
ing thereof, which being done , I (hould labour in all things 
that 1 could , to her honour and pleafure , that were not 
prejudicial to the king my fovereign’s eflate, and prayed 
him not to think otherwise of me, fo.r my affcdtion was 
rather buried and hidden within me , awaiting until God 
Ihould dired her to know herfelf, that utterly alienated 
and abftraded from her; which he feemed to accept in 
very good part, faying, Earl of Murray thou thinks of me 
that thing, whereunto I will make none in England or Scot- 
land privy, and thou haft Norfolk’s life in thy hands. 
So departing , I came to my lodging , and by the way 
and all night, I was in oontinual thought and agitation 
of mind, how to behave myfelf in that weighty matter; 
firft , imagining whereunto this fhould tend , if it were 
attempted without the Queen’s majefty of England’s know- 
, ledge and good will, this realm and 1 myfelf in particular 
having received fuch favour and comfort at her hlghnefs’s 
hands, and this whole ifle fuch peace and quietnefs, Cnee 
God pofleffed her majefty with her crown. And on 
the other part, feeing the duke had difclofed him to me, 
protefting, none other were or fhould be privy to our 
fpeech, I tho’t 1 could not find in my heart to utter any 
thing that might endanger him ; moved to the uttermoft 

• 
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with thefe cogitations , attd all defire of fleep then removed, 
1 prayed God to fend me feme good relief and outgate, 
to my difeharge , and fatisfabtion of my troubled mind , 
which I found indeed ; for upon the morn , or within a 
day or two thereafter , I entered in converfatien with my 
lord of Leicefler , in his chamber at the court , where 
he began to find ftrange with me , that in the matter I 
made l'o difficult to him, (landing fo precifely on confer- 
rence , and how when I had in my communication with 

the duke, come fo far ” and there he made fome dif- 

courfe with me , about that which was talke betwixt us , I 

perceiving that the duke had the matter to my lord 

of Leicefter , and thinking me thereby difeharged at the 
duke’s hands , therefore l repeated the fame communi- 
cation in every point to my lord of Leicefter , who defired 
me to (hew the fame to the Queen’s majefty , which I 
refufed to do , willing him if he tho’t it might import her 

highnefs any thing, that he as one by her majefty, 

and for many benefits received at her highnefs’s hands is 
obliged to wilh her well , fhould make declaration of the 
fame to her majefty . as I underftand by fome fpeech of 
her highnefs to me , he did. This my declaration to the 
duke was the only caufe, that (laid the violence and trouble 
prepared for me unexecuted , as 1 have divers ways 
linderftood. The fame declaration 1 was obliged to 

renew fince in writings of fent to my fervant John 

Wood. The fum whereof, I truft , h£ (hewed the duke, 
and fomething alfo 1 wrote to himfelf, for it was tho’t this 
fhould redeem fome time, that the -duke (hould not fud- 
denly declare him our enemy, fo* his greatnefs was oft 
laid before me, and what friendlhip he had of the chief of 
the nobility in England , fo that it might appear to the 
Queen’s majefty of England — fo cold towards us, and doing 
nothing publickly that might feem favourable for us , we 
had fome caufe to fufpetft that her highnefs fhould not be 
contrarious to the marriage when it fhould be propofed to 
her. The fharp meflage fent by her majefty with the lord 
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Boyd, who had the like commilfion from the duke tending 
fo far to the faid Queen’s preferment, as it were propofing 
one manner of conditions from both , gave us to think that 
her highnefs had been forefeen in the duke’s defign, and 
that fhe might be induced to allow thereof. But howbeit 
it was devifed in England, that the lord of Lethington 
fhould come as from me , and break the matter to her high- 
nefs , as her majelly in a letter declared that fhe looked for 
his coming, yet that devife proceeded never of me, not 
the noblemen at the convention could nowife accord to hi* 
fending, nor allow of the matter motioned, but altogether 
mifliked it, as bringing with the fame great inconveniencie* 
to the furety and quietnefs of this whole ifle; for our pro- 
ceedings have declared our mifliking and difallowance of 
the purpofe from the beginning , and if we had pleafed he 
was ready for the journey. And in likewife it was devifed 

to give confent, that the ** between the faid Queen 

and Bothwell , fhould be fuffered to proceed in this realm, 
as it was defired by the faid lord Boyd, by reafon we could 
not underffynd what was the Queen’s majefty’s pleafure, 

and allowance in that behalf And whereas ye mean, 

that her highnefs was not made privy of any fuch intention, 
the fault was not in me. The firft motion being declared, 
as I have written, to my lord of Leicefter, and by him 
imparted to her majefty , fo far as I could perceived by 
fome fpeech of her highnefc’s to me, before my departing. 
Thus 1 have plainly declared how I have been dealt withal 
for this marriage , and how juft neceftity move me not to 

require dire&ly, that which the duke appeared fo 

unto. And for my tl#eatnings, to affent to the fame, I 
have expreffed the manner} the perfons that laid the matter 
before me , were of my own company. But the duke fince 
hath fpoken , that it was his writing which faved my life at 
that time. In conclufion I pray you perfuade her majefty , 
that fhe let no fpeeches nor any other thing palled and 
obje&ed to my prejudice, move her majefty to alter her 
favour — towards me , or any ways to doubt of ray allured 
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conftancy towards her highnefs , for in any thing which 
may tend to her honour and furety , I will , while I live* 
beftow myfelf, and all that will do for me, notwithftandin'g 
my hazard or danger, as proof fliould declare, when her 
majeily finds time to employ me. 

N\ XXI. (Vol. II. p. 182.) * 

William Maitland of Ledington , to my lord of 
Leicefter, March 20th, 1570, from Ledington 

r \. HE great defolat^on threatned to this whole realm , be 
the divifions thereof in dangerous fadions , doth prefs mt? 
to frame my letters to your lordfiiip , in other fort , then 
were behovefull for me , if I had no other refped , but 
only to maintain my private credit ; therefore I am driven 
to furnifh them with matter , which I know not to be plau- 
fible, hereupon by mifconftruing my meaning, fome there 
may take occalion of offence , thinking that I rather utter 
my own paflions , than go about to inform your lordfiiip 
truly of the ftate ; but I truft my plain dealing fiiall bear 
record to the fincerity of my meaning ; to make the fame 
fenfible , I will lay before your lordlhip’s eyes, the plat of 
this country ; which firft is divided into two fadions , the 
wne pretending the maintenance of the king’s reign , the 
other alledging the Queen to have been cruelly dealt withall , 
and unjuftly deprived of her ftate ; the former is compofed 
of a good number of nobility , gentlemen , and principal 
burroughs of the realme , who fiiall have, as Mr. Randolph 
beareth us in hand , the Queen’s majefty your fovereign’S 
allowance and protedion ; the other hath in it fome mud 
principall of the nobility, and therewithall , good numbers 
of the inferior fort , throughout the whole realme , which 
alfo look affuredly that all kings do allow their quarrel and 
will aid them accordingly. What confequence this divilion 
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will draw after it , I leave it to your lordfhips confideration ; 
there is fallen out another divifion , accidentally , by my 
lord regent’s death , which is like to change the ftate of the 
• other two factions , to encreafe the one , and diminifh the 
other, which is grounded upon the regiment of the realm. 
Some number of noblemen afpire to the government, pre- 
tending right thereto by reafon of the Queen’s demiflTion of 
the croun , and her commiflion granted at that time for the 
regiment during the king’s minority ; another fadtion doth 
altogether rapine againft that divifion , thinkirfg it neither 
fit nor tolerable , that three or four of the meaneft fort 
amongft the earls, fhall prefume to challenge to themfelves 
a rule over the whole realme , the next of the blood , the 
iirft in rank , the greateft alway both for the antientry of 
their houfes. , degree , and forces , being negledted ; this 
order they think preposterous , that the meaner fort fhall 
be placed in public function to command , and the greater 
fliall continue as private men to obey ; befides. that , they 
think if the commiflion had in the beginning been valew- 
able , (which the moft part will not grant) yet can it not 
be extended to the prefent , for that the conditions there- 
unto annexed are ceafed , and fo the effect of the whole 
void ; the latter part of this divifion hath many preten- 
ces , for befides the Queen’s fadtion , which is wholly on 
that fide , a great number of thefe that have heretofore pro- 
fefled the king’s obedience , do favour the fame , and will 
not yield to the government of the other , whofe preferment 
for refpedts they miflike , when the Queen’s fadtion fhall 
be increafed , with a part of the king’s , and thefe not of 
leaft fubftance , and yow may judge what is like to enfue ; 
an other incident is like to move men to enter in further 
difeourfes, it is given out here in Scotland that the Oueen’s 
majefty is fetting forth fome forces towards the border, 
which fhall enter this realm , to countenance thefe , that 
afpire to the regiment, and fupprefs the contrary fadtion, 
and bruits are fpread , that the fame fhall be here out of 
hand ; thefe that think themfelves of equal force with their 
contrary fadtion at home , are rather an overmatch to them , 
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yet not able to encounter with the forces of another prince, 
rather than yield to their inferiors , will , I fear , take ad- 
vice of neceility , and evil councillors , and feek alfo the 
maintenance of fome foreign prince , whereby her majefty 
(altho no further inconvenient were to be feared) muft be 
driven to exceffive charges , and it would appear there 
were a confpiracy of all the elements at one time to fet 
us together by the ears , for now when the rumour of 
your forces coming towards the border is fpread abroad , 
even at the fame time is arrived at Dumbarton , a galzeon 
with a meflenger fent exprefly from the king of France, to 
that part of the nobility that favours the Queen , to learn 
the ftate of the country , and what fupport they lack or 
defire , either for furtherance of her affairs , or for their 
own fafety ; affiiredly this meflage will be well received, 
and fuffered accordingly , this is the prefent ftate of Scot- 
land. Now , if your lordfhip would alfo know my opinion, 
how to choice the beft , as the cafe ftandeth ; I will in 
that alfo fatisfie your lordfhip , I am required from them to 
deal plainly , and your lordfhip fhall judge whether I do fo 
or not ; for I think it plain dealing , when I fimply utter 
my judgment , and go not about to difguife my intents. 
I truft the Queen’s majefty hath a defire to retain, at her 
devotion the realme of Scotland , which fhe hath gone 
about to purchafe , with bellowing great charges , and the 
lofs of fome of her people ; this defire is honourable for her 
highnefs , profitable for both the countrys , and of none to 
be difallowed ; fpecially if it be ( as I take it ) to have the 
amity of the whole realme , for it is not a portion of Scot- 
land can ferve her turn , nor will it prove commodious 
for her to fuit the friendfhip of a fadlion of Scotland , for 
in fo doing, in gaining the beft, fhe may lofe the more, 
and the fame would bring all her actions with us in fuf- 
picion , if fhe fhould go about to nourifh fa&ions amongft 
us , which meaning I am fure never entered into her ma- 
jefty’s heart ; then if it be the friendfhip of the whole fhe 
doth demand, let her not, for plcafure of one part, go 
about to overthrow the remnant , which will not be fo 
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faifable , as fomc may give her to underftand ; but rather, 
by way of treaty , let her go about to pacify the whole j 
Hate , bring the parties to an accord , reduce us all by ( 
good means to an uniformity , fo fliall fhe give us all oc- 
cafion to think well of her doings , that fhe tendeth our 
wealth , and provokes us univerfally to wifh unto her ma. 
jefty a moll profperous continuance ; by the contrary, if, 
for the pleafure of a few , fhe will fend forces to fuppreft 
thefe whom they miflike , and fo confequently offend ma- 
ny ; men be not fo faint hearted , but they have courage 
to provide for their own fafety, and not only will embrace 
the means partly offered , but will alfo procure further , at 
the hand of other princes. This for mine own part, I do 
abhor , and proteft I defire never to fee forces of Grangers 
to fet foot within this land, yet I know not what point 
neceflity may drive men into ; as if men in the middle of 
the fea were in a fliip, which fuddenly fhould be fet on 
fire, the fear of burning would make them leap into the 
fea, and foon after the fear of the water would drive them 
to cleive again to the fired fhip , fo for avoiding prefent 
evil , men will many times be inforced to have recourfe to 
another , no lefs dangerous. Truft me forces will not bring 
forth any good fruit to her 0131611/5 behove , it null be , 
fome way of treaty fliall ferve the turn , wherein by my 
former letters your lordlhip doth know already what is my 
judgment ; you fee how plainly I do write, without con- 
fideration in what part my letters may be taken , yet my 
hope is that fucli as will favourably interpret them, lhall 
think that I mean as well to her majefly, and that realme, 
as thefe that will utter other language. I wifh the con- 
tinuance of the amity betwixt the two countrys, without 
other refpect , and will not conceal from her majefty any 
thing, to my knowledge, tending to the prejudice thereof; 
if 1 fliall perceave her majefty taking frank dealings in evil 
part , 1 fliall from thenceforth forbear ; in the mean feafon 
I will not ceafe to trowble your lordlhip, as I fliall have 
occalion to write, and fo I take my leave of your lordlhip. 
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N\ XXII. (Vol. II. p. 189.) 

Letter of Queen Elizabeth to the earle of Sufleks, 
July 2d, 1570 **. 

Right trufty and well beloved coufin , we greet you 
well, this day we have received your letters of 28 the 
laft month , with all other letters , fent from Scotland , 
and mentioned in your letters , whereunto anfwer is de- 
fired to be given before the tenth of this month ; which 
is a very fhort time, the weightinefs of the matters , and 
the diftance of the places confidered ; neverthelefs we 
have , as the fhortnefs could fuffer it, refolved to give this 
anl'wer following , which we will that yow , by warrand 
hereof fhall caufe to be given in our name to the earl of 
Lenox and the reft of the noblemen conveened with him. 
Where it is by them , in their letters , and writings al- 
ledged , that for lack of our refolute anfwer , concerning the 
eftablifhing of the regiment of the realm, under their young 
king, great inconveniencies have happened, and therefore 
they have deferred now at their laft convention to deter- 
mine of the famine, who fhall have the place of govern- 
our, until the 2ift this month, before which time they 
require to hat'e our advife , in what perfon or perfons the 
government of that realme fhall be eftablifhed , we accept 
very thankfully the good will and reputation they have of 
us , in yielding fo frankly to require and follow our advife 
in a matter , that toucheth the ftate of their king , their 
felves, and realm fo near, wherein as we perceive, that by 
our former forbeating to intermeddle therein , they have 
taken fome difeomfort , as though that we would not have 
regard to their ftate and furety , fo on the other part , they 
of their wifdoms ought to think , that it might be by the 
whole world evil interpreted in us to appoint them a form 
of government , or a governour by name , for that howfo- 
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ever we fhould mean well if wc fhould do fo , yet it could 
not be without fome jealoufy in the heads of the eftate, no. 
bility, and community of that realm, that the government 
thereof fhould be by me fpecially named, and ordained; fo 
as finding difficulty on both parts, and yet mifliking molt 
that they fhould take any difcomfort by our forbearing to 
fhow our mind therein , we have thought in this fort for to 
proceed , coniidering with ourfelves how now that realm 
had been a good fpace of time ruled in the name of their 
king , and by reafon of his bafe age , governed heretofore 
by a very careful and honourable perfon, the earle of Mur- 
ray , untill that by a mifchievous perfon, (an evil exam- 
ple ) he was murdered , whereby great diforder and con- 
fufion of necefiity had , and will more follow , if determin- 
ation be not made of fome other fpecial perfon , or per- 
fons, to take the charge of governor, or fupcrior ruler, 
fpeciall for adminiftration of law and juftice, we cannot 
but very well allow the defire of thefe lords to have fome 
fpecial governor to be chofen ; and therefore being veil 
aflured , that their own underftanding of all others is beft 
to confider the ftate of that realm , and to difcem the 
abilities and qualities of every perfon meet and capable fot 
fuch a charge, we fhall better fatisfie ourfelves, whom the) 
by their common confent fhall firft choofe , and appoint to i 
that purpofe , then of any to be by us aforehand uncertainly 
named , and that becaufe they fhall perceave that we have 
care of the perfon of their king, who by nearnefs of blood, 
and in refpetft of his fo young years , ought to be very 
tender and dear to us , we fhall not hide our opinion from 
them, but if they fhall all accord to name his grandfather, 
our coufin, the earl of Lenox to be governor alone, or 
jointly with others , ( whom we hear to be in the mean time 
by their common confent appointed lieutenant-general ) rcafor 
moveth us to think that none can be chofen in that whole | 
realme , that fhall more defire the prefervation of the king , 
and be more meet to have the government for his fafety • 
being next to him in blood of any nobleman of that real® 
or elfewhcre ; and yet hereby , we do not mean to prefer^ 
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to them this choice, except they fhall of themfelves fully 
and freely allow thereof; furthermore we would have them 
Well allured , that whatfoever reports of devifes , are , or 
111 a 11 be fpread or invented , that we have already yielded 
Our mind to alter the Hate of the king or government of 
that realme, the fame are without juft caufe or ground by 
us given, for as we have already advertized them, that 
although we have yielded to hear , which in honour w'e 
could not rcfufe, what the Queen of Scotts on her part 
fhall fay and offer, not only for her own affurance, but 
For the wealth of that realm , yet not knowing what the 
fame will be , that fliall be offered , we mean not to break 
the order of law and juftice, by advancing her caufe, or 
prejudging her contrary, before we fliall deliberately and 
affuredly fee , upon the hearing of the whole , fome place; 
neceffary, and juft caufe to do; and therefore finding that 
realme ruled by a king , and the fame affirmed by laws of 
that realme , and thereof inverted by coronation and other 
folemnities ufed and requifite and generally fo received by 
the whole eftates, we mean not by yielding to hear the 
complaints or informations of the Queen againft her fon, 
to do any a<ft whereby to make conclufion of governments ; 
but as we have found it, fo to fuffer the fame to continue* 
yea not to fuffer it to be altered by any means that we 
may impefhe , as to our honour it doth belong, as by your 
late aftions hath manifeftly appeared , untill by fome juftice; 
and clear caufe, we fliall be diredtly induced otherwife td 
declare our opinion ; and this we would have them td 
know to be our determination and courfe that we mean 
to hold , whereon we truft they for their king may fee 
how plainly and honourably we mean to proceed, and 
how little caufe they have to doubt of us , whatfoever to' 
the contrary they have or fliall hear ; and on the other 
part, we pray them/ of their wifdoms to think how unhc^ 
nourable, and contrary to all human order it were for us* 
•when the Queen of Scotland doth fo many ways require 
to hear her caufe, and doth oiler to be ordered by us in 
the fame, as well for matters betwixt ourfclves and her, 
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as betwixt herfelf and her Con and his party of that realme, 
againit which offers no reafon could move us to refufe to 
give ear , that we fhould aforehand openly and directly, 
before the caufes be heard and confidered, as it were, give 
a judgment or fentence either for ourfelves or for them 
whom (he maketh to be her contraries. Finally ye fhall 
admonifii them , that they do not , by mifconceiving our 
good meaning towards them, or by indirect afTertions of 
their adverfary grounded on untruths , hinder or weaken 
their own caufe , in fuch fort , that our good meaning 
towards them fhall not take fuch effedt towards them, as 
they fhall defire , or themfelves have need of. All this 
our anfwer ye fhall caufe be given them , and let them 
know, that for the fhortnefs of time, this being the end 
of the fecond of this month , we neither could make any 
longer declaration of our mind, nor yet write any feveral 
letters , as If time might have ferved we would have done. 
2 July , 1570. 

N\ XXIII. (Vol. II. p. 189.) 

The biflhop of Rofs , to fecretary Lidington front 
Chattifworth *\ 

I HAVE received your letters dated the 26th of May, 
here at Chattifworth , the 10 of January, but on the 
receipt thereof I had written to you at length , like as 
the Queen did with my lord Levingfton , by the which you 
will be refolved of many points contained in your fail 
letter. I writ to you that 1 received your letter and cre- 
dit from Thomas Cowy at London, and fent to Leiceftet 
to know the Queen of England’s mind whether yo< 
fbould come here or not. He fent me word , that (he will 
no ways have you come as one of the commiffionets, 
becaufe fhe is yet offended with you ; and therefore k 
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Sppears good that ye come not hither, but remain where you 
are, to ufe your wifdom and diligence , as may bell 
advance the Queen’s affairs , for. I perceive your weill and 
fafety depends thereon , in refpect of the great feid and 
ennimity born againft you by your Scots people , and the 
great beirfhip taken of your father’s landis ; both were fure 
demonftrations of their malice. Yet I am encouraged by 
your (tout and deliberate mind. Allure yourfelf no dili- 
gence fhall be omitted to procure fupports forth off all 
parts where it may be had. We will not refufe the aid 
neither of Papift, Jew, norGentil, after my advice ; and 
to this end , during this treaty , let all things be well 
prepared. And feeing my lord Seaton is defirous to go into 
Flanders , the Queen thinks it very neceffary that he fo do, 
for the duke D’Alva has gotten exprefs command of the 
king of Spain to give i'upport , and I am fure that there 
he fhall have aid both of Flanders and the pope , for it 
abides only on the coming of fome men of countenance, 
to procure and receive the fame. He muff needs tarry 
there, on the preparations thereof, during the treaty, 
which will be a great furtherance to the fame here. The 
Queen has already written to the duke D’Alva for this 
teffeQ, advertizing of his coming ; there is certain fums 
of money coming for fupport of the Englifhmen , as I wrote 
to you before from the pope. Whereupon I would he 
had a general commiflion to deal for them , and receive 
fuch fums as fhall be given. The means fhall be found 
to caufe you be anfuerit of the fums you writ for , to be 
difpoifit upon the futnifhing of the caffle of Edenburgh $ 
fo being, fome honeft and true man were fent to Flanders 
to receive it, as faid is, which I would you prepared and 
fent. Orders fhall be taken for the metals as you writ of. 
We have preponit your avyce in entering to treat with the 
Queen of England , for retiring of her forces puntyoally 
for lack of aid. Your anfwers to the Englifhmen are tho’t 
Very good , but above all keep you weil out of their hands ,■ 
in that cafe, eftote prudentes ficut ferpentes. You may 
take experience with the hard dealing with me, how ye 
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would be ufed if ye were here , and yet I am not forth oF 
danger , being in medio nationis pravse ; .always no fear, 
with God’s grace , fliall make me fhrink from her majefty’s 
fervice. Since the Queen of England has refufed that you 
come here, it appears to me quod nondum eft fedata ma. 
litia amorreorum , &c. and therefore if Athol or Cathenea 
might by any means be procured to come , they were the 
moil fit for the purpofe , Rothes were alfo meet, if he and 
I were not both of one firname ; fo the treaty would get 
tbe lefs credit either in Scotland or here. Therefore avys, 
and fend the bell may ferve the turn, and fail not Robert 
Melvil come with them , whoever comes , for fo is the 
Queen’s pleafure ; in my laft packet , with James Fogo, 
to you , in the beginning of May , [ fent a letter of the 
Queen’s own hand-writing to him, which I truft ye re- 
ceived. Iam forry ye come not for the great relief I hoped 
to have had by your prefence , for you could well have 
handled the Queen of England, after her humour, as you 
were wont to do. The reft I refer to your good wifdom, 
praying God to fend you health. From Chattifworth the 
15 th of January. 

N*. XXIV. (Vol. IL p. si 1.) 

The declaration of John Cais to the lords of 
Grange and Lethington zoungare upon the 8th 
day of Odt. 1571. 

W HEREAS you defire to know the Queen’s majefty s 
pleafure, what (he will do for appealing of chefe contro- 
verfies, and therewith has offered yourfelves to be at het 
commandment, touching the common tranquillity of the 
whole ifle, and the amity of both realms; her pleafure is 
in this behalf, that ye lhould leave off the maintenance of 
this civil difcord , and give your obedience to the king , 
whom fhe will maintain to the utmoft of her power. 
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And in this doing , (he will deal with the regent and the . 
king’s party, to receive you into favour, upon reafonabie 
conditions for fecurity of life and livings. 

Alfo (he fays that the Queen of Scotts , for that (he has 
pradifed with the pope and other princes , and alfo with 
her own fubjeds in England , great and dangerous treafons 
againft the (late of her own- country , and alio to the de- 
ftrudion of her own perfon , that lhe (hall never bear au- 
thority, nor have liberty while' (he lives. 

If ye refufe thefe gentle offers, now offered unto you, 
fhe will prefently aid the king’s party, with men, ammu- 
nition, and all neceffary things, to be had againft you. 

Whereupon her majefty requires your anfwer with fpeed, 
without any delay. 

N\ XXV. (Vol. II. p. 223.) 

Articles fent by Knox to the general Aflembly 
Auguft 5th , 1572 

F* IRST , defiring a new ad to be made ratifying all things 
concerning the king and his obedience that were enadei 
of before without any change, and that the minifters who 
have contravened the former ads be correded as accordcth. 

That fute be made to the Regent’s grace and nobility 
maintaining the king’s caufe , that whatfoever proceedeth 
in this treaty of peace they be mindful the kirk be not 
prejudg’d thereby, in any fort, and they efpecially of the 
minillers, that have been robbed of their poffellions within 
the kirk, during the time of the troubles, or otherwife dung 
and injured, may be reftored. 

To fute at the regent, that no gift of any bifhoprick or 
other benefice be given to any perfon , contrary to the 
tenor of the ads made in the time of the firft regent of 
good memory , and they that are given contra the faid ads, 

*• Calderw. MS. Ililtory , Vol. 3. 356. 

X J 


4 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 


i 


)ip 

or to any unqualified perfon , may be revoked and made 
null by an act of fecrec council , and that all bifhopricks, 
fo vacand may be prefented, and qualified perfons nominat 
thereunto, within a year after the vtffiing thereof, accord- 
ing to the order taken in Leith by the eommiflioners of 
the nobility and of the kirk in the month of January laft, 
and in fpecial to complain upon the giving of bifhoprick of 
Kofs to the lord Methven. 

That no pentio.ns of benefices, great dr fmall, be given 
by Ample donation of any lord regent , without confent of 
the poflelTor of the faid benefices having tittle thereto, and 
the admiflion of the fuperiptendent or eommiflioners of thi 
province where this benefice lyeth ; or of the bifhops law- 
fully elected according to the faid order taken at Leith; 
and defire an adt of council to be made thereupon, until 
the next parliament, wherein the famine may be fpecially 
inadted, with inhibition to the lords of feflion to give any 
letters or decreets , upon fuch Ample gifts of benefices or 
pentions not being given in manner above rehearfed, and 
that the kirk prefently aflembled declare all fuch gifts null 
fo far as lyeth in their power. 

That the firit form of prefentation to benefices , which 
were in the firft and fecond regent's time , be not changed 
as now it is commonly ; but that this claufe be contained 
in the prefentation , that if the perfons prefented make not 
refidance , or be flanderous or found unworthy either in life 
or doctrine by the judgment of the kirk (to which alwife 
he fhall be fubjedt) or meet to be tranfjported to another 
room at the fight of the kirk , the faid prefentation and 
all that fhall fall thereupon fhall be null and of no force 
nor effedt ; and this to have place alfo in the nomination 
of the bifhops. 

That an act be made in this affembly, that all things done 
in prejudice of the kirk's affumption of the third , either by 
papifts or others, by giving of fews , liferents , or taks, or 
any otherwife difponing the faid afliimed thirds, be declared 
null with a fokmn proteftation, the whole kkk difafentetb 
thereto. 
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That an aft be made decerning and ordaining all bifhops, 
admitted to the order of the kirk now received , to give 
account of their whole rents , and intremiflions therewith 
once in the year , as the kirk fhall appoint, for fuch caufes 
as the kirk may eafily confider the fame to be molt expedient 
and neceflar. 

Anent the jurifdiftion of the kirk, that the fame be de- 
termined in this aflembly , becaufe this article hath been 
long poftponed to make fute to the regent and council for 
remedy againlt mefTengers and excommunicate perfons. 

Laft that orders be taken anent the procures of the kirk., 
who procure a gain ft minilters and mimftry , and for Tutting, 
of juitice of the kirk’s actions in tire fellion. 

N*. XXVI. ( Vol. II. p. 230. ) 

Declaration of Henry Killigrew, F,fq ; upon the 
peace concluded the 23d Feb. 1572. 

13 E it known to all men, by thefc prefents, that I Henry 
Killegrcwe, Efq; amballador for the Queen’s majeity of 
England. Forafmuch as , at the earneft motion and folicita- 
tion being made to me, on her highnefs’s' behalf, there is 4 % 
accord and pacification of the public troubles and civil war 
within this realm of Scotland agreed and concluded , and 
the fame favourably extended towards the right honourable 
George earl of Huntly, lord Gordon and Baidzenuch , and 
the lord John Hamilton , fon to- the duke's Grace of 
Chaftellarault , and commendatour of the abby of Abiibrot- 
hock, for the furety of their lives, livings , honours, and 
goods of them , their kinsfolks , friends , fervants , and 
partakers , now properly depending on them ; in treating 
of the which faid pacification , the murders of the late earl 
of Murray uncle , and the earl of Levenax grandfather , late 
regent to the king’s majelly of Scotland his realm and 
lieges, as alfp an article touching the difeharge for the 
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frudlis or moveable goods , which the Paid perfons have 
taken fra perfonis profefling the king’s obedience, before 
the damages done or committed by them, fince the r^th 
day of Junij , 1567, and before the penult day of July 

laft by pa)Ted , by reafon of the common caufe or any thing 
depending thereupon , being thought by the king’s commif- 
fcries matteris of fuch wecht and importance , as the king’s 
prefent regent could not conveniently, of himfelf, remit 
or difcharge the fame. Yet in refpetfl of the neceflity of 
the prefent pacific&tion , and for the weil of the king , and 
common quietnefs of this realm and lieges , it is accorded, 
that the matters of remiliion of the faid murderers , and 
of the difcharge of the faid frudtis, moveable goods, and 
other damages, be moved by the perfons defiring the faid 
remilTions and difcharge to the Queen’s majefty my fove- 
reign, as to the princefs neareft both in blood and habit- 
ation to the king of Scots. And whatfoever her majefty 
lhall advife and counfel touching the faid remiffion and 
difcharge , the faid lord regent , for the weil of the king 
and univerfal quietnefs of the realm of Scotland , fliall 
perform , obferve , and fulfil the fame. And in likewife , 
the faid earl Huntly , and’ commendatour of Abirbrothock , 
being urged to have delivered pledges and hoftages for 
gbfervation of the conditions of the faid accord and 
pacification, hath required me in place thereof, in her 
majefty’s name , by virtue of my commifTion , to promife 
for them that they fhall truly and faithfully obferve and 
keep the faid pacification, and all articles and conditions 
thereof', for their parts, and that it would pleafe her ma- 
jefty to interpofe herfelf, as furety and cautioner for them 
to that eftetft, to the king’s majefty of Scotland their fo- 
vereign and his faid regent , which I have done and pro- 
mife to do , by virtue of her majefty ’s commiflion , as by 
the honourable and plain dealing of the faid earl and lord, 
their intention to peace well appears , the fame being moll 
agreeable to the mind of the Queen’s majefty my fove- 
reign , which fo long by her minifters hath travelled for 
the faid pacification , and in the end , at her motion an4 
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folicitation , the fame is accorded , knowing her majefty’s 
defire , that the fame may continue unviolate , and that 
the noblemen and others now returning to the king’s obe- 
dience lhall have fufficient furety for their lives, livings, 
honours and goods. Therefore in her majefty’s name, 
and by virtue of my, commiffion , I promife to the afore- 
faid earl Huntly and commendatour of Abirbrothock , that 
by her majefty’s good means , the faid remiffion and dif- 
charge fhall be purchafed and obtained to them , their 
kinsfolks, friends, fervants , and partakers, now properly 
depending upon them (the perfons fpecified in the firll 
abftinence always excepted ) , as alfo that the faid pacification 
lhall be truly obferved to them, and that her majefty fhall 
interpole herfelf as confervatrix thereof, and endeavour herfelf 
to caufe the fame to be truly and fincercly kept in all points 
and articles thereof accordingly. In w itneis whereof, I have 
to this prefent fubferibed with my hand, and fealed the fame 
with mine own feal, the 1 3 tli day of Feb. Anno Domini 1572. 
And this to be performed by me, betwixt the date hereof, 
and the parliament which fhall be appointed for their refti- 
tution , or at the furtheft before the end ef the faid par- 
liament. Sic fubferibitur. 

/ 

The bifliop of Glafgow’s note concerning the 
Queen of Scotland’s dowry 4 *. 


^l' H E Queen of Scotland , dowager of France , had for 
her dowry, befides other pofleffions, the dukedom ofTu- 
rene , which was folemnly contracted and given to her by 
the king and eftates of parliament ; which dukedom fhe 
pofteffed peacefully till 1567, and then, upon the paci- 
fication betwixt the king and lYionf. his brother , to augment 
whofe appenage this dutchy was given , to which the Queen 
of Scotland yielded upon account of princes , who were 
her near relations , provided the equivalent which was 

“ I57«. Cott. lib. Calig. B. 
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promifed her fliould be faithfully performed. So that 
\ex , after a great many folicitations , in lieu of that 
dutchy , fhe had granted her the county of Vermandaife 
with the lands and bailiwicks of Seuley and Vetry ; tho’ 
’tis known that county , and the other lands were not of 
equal value with Turene, but was promifed to have an 
siddition of lands in the neighbourhood to an equal value. 
Upon this letters -patent were granted, which were con- 
firmed in the courts of parliament, chamber of accounts, 
court of aids , chamber of the treafury , and others necef- 
fary , upon which ihe entered into poffeflion of that county, 
&c. Afterwards , by a valuation of the commiflioners of 
the chamber of accounts , it was found that the revenue 
of that county, &c. did not amount to thofe of Turene, 
by ;ooo livres. But inftead of making up this deficiency 
according to juftice, fome of the privy council, viz. M. de 
Cheverney , the prefidents of Bellievre, Nicocholay and 
St. Bonct, in the name of the king, notwithftanding of her 
aforefaid Ioffes, did fell and alienate the lands of Senlis, and 
the dutchy of Eftaimpes , to Madam de Monpenfier , from 
whom the king received^tnoney ; of which fale the counfellors 
aforefaid obliged themfelves to be guarantees , which hath 
hindered the aforefaid Queen to have juftice done her. So 
that Madam de Monpenfier hath been put in poffeffion of 
thefe lands oFSenlis, contrary to all the declaration , protefta- 
tion and affurances of the king of France to Queen Mary’s 
ambaffadors. So that the Queen of Scotland is difpoffeffed of 
her dowry ; contrary to all equity , without any regard to her 
quality.. 


N\ XXVII. f Vol. II. } p. 236. 

A letter from the Lord of Lochlevin to the Regeat 
Mortoun 

It will pleafe your grace, I received your grace’s let- 
ter , and has conhdered' the fame. The parfon of Cam. 
42 3 d March i?77. E. of Morton’s Archive!. Bund. B-. N*. t». 
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fey was here at me before the receit thereof, direded 
fra my lord of Alar , and the mailer anent iny lad written , 
which was the anfwer of the writing that the mailer 
fent to me , which I fend to your grace , defiring me to 
come to Sterling to confer with them. 1 had given my 
anfwer before the receit of your grace’s letter , that I 
behuiffit to be befyd Sand Androis , at ane friends trvft, 
which I might not omit : I underftand by my faid coufin , 
that the king’s majefty is to write to divers of the nobility 
to come there , anent your lordfhips trial , and that he 
had written before his departure to my lord Monthrois. 

„ 1 underftand , likewife , he will write to your grace to 
come there for the fame effed , which 1 tho’t good to 
make your grace forefeen of the fame, praying your grace, 
for the love of God Almighty, to look upon the beft, and 
not to iieep in fecurity, but to turn you with unfeigned 
heart to God, and to confider with yourfelf, that when 
the king’s majefty was very young, God made him the 
inftrument to diveft his mother from her authority , who , 
was natural princefs, for offending his Divine Alajefty, and 
that there ran no vice in her , but that the fame is as 
largely in you, except to that your grace condefcended not 
to the deftrudion of your wife. For as to harlotry and 
ambition, 1 think your grace has as far offended God, and 
far more in avaritioufnefs, which vycis God never left 
unplagued, except fpeedy repentance, which I pray God 
grant to your grace , for otherwife your grace can never 
have the love of God nor man. I pray your grace flatter 
not yourfelf; for if your grace believes that ye have the 
good will of them that are the king’s good willers ye deceive 
yourfelf; for furely I fee perfedly that your own particulars 
are not contented, lat be the reft, and that mod princi- 
pally for your hard dealing. I pray your grace, beir with 
me that 1 am thus hamlie, for certainly it proceeds from no 
grudge, but from the very affection of my heart towards 
your grace , which has continued (ince we were acquainted. 
And now I fee, becaufe the matter ftands in your grace’s 
handling with the king’s majefty, for certainly, if your 
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grace fall forth with him now, I fee not how ye fhall 
meet hereafter; pray I your grace to call to God, and 
look on the befl, and cad from your grace both your vices, 
to wit, ambition and avaritioufnefs. I am riding this day 
to Santft Androis, and truft to return on "Wednefday at the 
fartheft. If your grace will command me in any offices 
that are honeft, that I may do your grace pleafure at 
Sterling , advertife of your grace’s mind , and fhall do to 
my power and knowledge, and this with my heartilie, &c. 


To our trufly coufin the lord Lochleven **. 

T RUSTY coufin , after our moft hearty commendations 
we received your letter of the jd of March, and as we 
take your plainnefs therein in good part, as proceeding from 
a friend and kinfman, in whofe good affetftion towards us 
we never doubted , fo ye may not think it ftrange that we 
purge ourfelf fofarof youraccufation , as inconfcience we find 
not ourfelf to have offended in. As touching our offence 
to God, we intend not to excufe it, but to fubmit us to 
his mercy, for ambition furely we think none can juftly 
accufe us; for in our private eftate we could, and can live 
as well contented , as any of our degree in Scotland , with- 
out further afpiring. The bearing too the charge of the 
government of the realm, indeed, mon lead us, or any 
other that fhall occupy that place , not fimply to refpedt 
ourfelf, but his majefty’s rowme, which we fupply, and 
therein not tranfcending the bounds of meafure, as, we 
truft , it fhall not be found we have done , it ought not to 
be attributed to any ambition in us. For as foon as ever 
his majefty fhall think himfelf ready and able for his own 
government, none fhall more willingly agree and advance 
the fame nor 1 , fmce I think never to fet my face againft 
him, whofe honour, fafety, and prefervation has been fo. 


*1 From ths Original. E. of Morton’s Archives, Bund. B. N*. 3r. 
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dear unto me, nor I will never believe to find otherwife at 
his hand than favour, although all the unfriends I have in 
the earth were about him, to perfuade him to the contrary. 
As we write unto you, our friendly dealing and confidence 
in the houfe of Mar is not thankfully acquit; as we truft 
yourfelf confiders; but becaufe the ambafl'adors of England, 
my lord of Angus, the chancellor, treafurer, and fome 
noblemen rides welt this day to fee the king, we pray you 
heartily addrefs yourfelf to be there as foon as ye can , 
and as ye fhall find the likelihood of all things, let us be 
advertized thereof, with your own advice, by Alex. Hay, whom 
we have thought good to fend weft, feeing my lord of An- 
gus from Stirling rides to Douglas. And fo we commit 
you in the protection of God. At Holyrood- houfe, the 
4th of March, 1*77. 

For the avaritioufnefs laid to our charge , indeed it lies 
not in us fo liberally to deal the king’s geare, as to fatisfy 
all cravers , nor never fhall any fovereign and native 
born prince , let be any officer , efchew the difdains of 
fuch , as thinks them judges to their own reward ; in many 
caufes I doubt not to find the afliftance of my friends, 
but where my adtions fhall. appear unhoneft , I will not 
crave their afliftance, but let me bear my own burthen. 

N\ XXVIII. (Vol. II. p. 265.) 

Letter of Walfingham’s to Randolph, Feb. 3j 

1580-1 4 \ 

SIR, 

I HAVE received from my lord lieutenant the copy of 
your letter of the 2$th of the laftdiredted unto his lordfhip, 
containing a report of your negotiation with the king and 
his council , in your fecond audience , wherewith having 

I 

♦♦ Cott. Lib. Calig. C. 6 . 
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made her majedy acquainted , fhe feemed fomewhat td 
rnishke, that you fhould fo long defer to deal for tbt 
enlargement of Empedocles. Put I made anfwer in youf 
behalf, that I thought you were direded by the advice of 
the faid Empedocles friends , in the foliciting of that caufe* 
who knew what time was fitted for you to take to deal 
therein, with mod effedt, and bed fuccefs , with which 
anfwer , her majedy did in the end red very well fatisficdj 
touching that point. 

Your putting of us in hope that d’Aubigny might eafily 
be won at her majedy's devotion, was at fird interpreted 
t<i have been ironie fpoke by you. But fince it feemeth 
you infid upon it , I could wifh you were otherwife perfuaded 
of the man, or at lead kept that opinion to yourfelf, for 
confidering the end and purpofe of his coining into Scotland* 
as may be many ways fufficiently proved , was only to 
advance the Queen’s liberty , and reception into that 
government, to overthrow religion, and to procure a foreign 
match with Villenarius, wherein the inclofed copy, which you 
may ufe to good purpofe there, fhall partly give you fome 
light; there is no man here can be perfuaded that he will 
■change his purpofe, for fo ftnall advantage as he is likely 
to find by it , and therefore you fhall do well to forbear to 
harp any more upon that dring, as I have already written 
to you. The prince of Orange fending , I fear will not be 
in time that it may do any good; for befides that thefe people 
are in themfelves flow in their refolutions, their own affairs 
are, at prefent, fo great, their date fo confofed, and thfe 
prince’s authority fo fmall , diat he cannot fo foon take order 
in it; and yet for mine oWn part, t have not been negligent 
or carelefs in the matter, having, more than three weeks 
pad, fent one about it, from whom neverthelefs I do yet 
hear nothing. The letters, yOu defire fhould be written 
thither by the French miniders, I have given order to 
Mr. Killingrew to procure , who, I doubt not, will carefully 
perform it , fo that , I hope , I fhall have them to fend yod 
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by the next. And fo I commit you to God. At Whitehall, 
the 3d of February 1580. 

Your very loving coufin and fervant, 

Fra. Walsingham. 

Tbit lttter is an original , and in fame parts of it -wrote in 
ciphers and explained by another hand. By Empedocles 
is under food Mot toss. By Villenarius the king of Scots , 
I)' Aubigney is marked thus 010 


3 Feb. 1586. 

Sundry notes gathered upon good diligence given , 
and in time to be better man ifefted, being no\y 
thought meet to be in convenient fort ufed, and 
laid againft D’Aubigny, to prove him abufmg 
the king, the nobility, and that ftate 4! . 

1?IRST, it hath been informed, by credible means, 
that D’Aubigny was privy and acquainted with la Nave 
the King’s mother’s fecretary , coming into Scotland, 
and of his errand, there , tending chiefly to perfuade the 
king, to think and.efteem it an evil prefident for princes, 
that fubjedts might have power to deprive their lawful 
fovereigns , as they did his mother , who was not minded , 
by any mean, to defeat him, either of the prefent govern- 
ment of that realm, dr yet of the pofleinon of the crown 
and inheritance thereof, but rather to alfure the fame to 
him : and that for the accomplifhment of that affurance, 
the king fhould have been advifed and drawn to have go- 
verned , for /ome fhort time , as prince , calling D’Aubigny 
to rule as^ governor of the prince , by commiflion from 

41 Colt Lib. Calig. C. 6. An Original. 
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the Queen his mother , until the king’s enemies were fup- 
preffed ; after which time , d’Aubigny fhould have power 
given to eftablifh and refign that kingdom to the king , by 
his mother’s voluntary confent , whereby all fuch , as had 
before been in action againft the Queen or her authority i 
might be brought to Hand in the king’s mercy. And for 
that the king might live in more furety, D’Aubigny fhould 
be declared both fecond perfon in fucceffion of that crown, 
and alfo lieutenant general of Scotland, and that D’Aubigny * 
before his departure out of France , received commiflion 
from the king’s mother to the effects remembered, or near 
the fame. That in this behalf he had conference with the 
bifhops of Glafgow , and Rofs , and with fir James Baford , 
\vich which perfons , and with the duke of Guife he had 
and hath frequent intelligence, and by Sir James Baford he 
was advifed to confer with the lord John Hamilton before 
his repair into Scotland , whereunto he agreed , and yet 
afterwards he fent one John Hamilton to the faid lord John 
to excufe him in this part , alledging , that he did forbear 
to come to him , left thereby he fhould mart or hinder 
greater effeds to be executed by him in Scotland. 

That before his coming into that realm, the nobility 
and country were well quieted and united in good concord , 
with great love betwixt the king and nobility , and amongft 
the nobleffe , but he hath both drawn the king againft 
fundry of the chiefeft of his nobility , that have been moft 
ready, and have expended their blood and poffeffions to 
preferve religion, and defend the king’s perfon, his government 
and eftate, and alfo hath given occafions of great fufpicions 
and offence to be engendered betwixt the king and his 
nobility , and efpecially with fuch ^s have been in adion 
againft the king’s mother, and her authority, who by force 
and means of the faid commilfion and pradice, fhould have 
been brought into moft dangerous condition ; and who alfo 
may find themfelyes in no fmall perill while he poffeffes 
the king’s car, abufeth his prefence , and holdeth fuch of 
the principal keys and ports of his realm , as he prefently 
enjoyeth. 

That 
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That he hath drawn the king not only to forget the 
great benefits done to him and his realme , by the Queen’s 
majeftv of England, but alfo to requite the fame with fundry 
figns of great unthankfulnefs , and wounding therewith the 
honour of her majefty , and thereby hath adventured to 
fliakc the happy amity long time continued betwixt thofe 
princes. 

And whereas thefe griefs were to be repaired by gentle 
letters and good oilers , to have palled , and been done 
betwixt them : In which refpeCt , the king and council 
having refolved to write to her majefty, for her highnefs 
better fatisfadtion in the late negotiation of 51r. Alexander 
Hume of Northberwick , had given order to the king’s 
fecretary to frame that letter : He minding to break the 
bond of amity in funder , willed the fecretary to be fure 
that nothing fliould be inferted in that letter, whereby the 
king fliould crave any thing at her hands, Peeking thereby 
to cut off all loving courtefies betwixt them , as by the 
declaration of the faid fecretary may be better learned, and 
thereupon further approved. 

That under the hope and encouragement of D’Aubigny’s 
protection, Alexander King prefumed with that boldnefs to 
make his lewd harangue, and by his means hath hitherto 
efcaped chaflifement and correction, due for his offence. 

That fir James Baford , condemned of the (laughter of 
the king’s father , hath been called into the realme by Le. 
nox , without the privity of the king. And whereas the 
faid fir James found in a green velvet defk , late the earl 
of Bothwell’s , and faw , and had in his hands the principal 
band of the confpirators in -that murder, and can belt declare 
and witnefs who were authors and executors of the fame ; 
he is drawn by Lenox to fupprefs the truth , and to accufe 
fuch as he himfelf knoweth to be innocent, and as by order 
of law , will be fo found , if they may have due trial , 
which, contrary to all juftice, is by Lenox means denied. 

This is the charge again]} U Aubigny , mentioned in the 
foregoing letter by IValJlngbam j but by Baford they mean 
Jir James Balfyur. 

VOL. ill. Y 
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N*. XXIX. (Vol. II. p. 283. ) 

The copy of the king of France his directions fent 

to Scotland with Seigneur de la Motte Fenelon. 

Tranflated out of the French **. 

FlRST, on their moll chriftian majefry’s part, he (hall 
make the tnoft honourable falutation and vifiting to the 
moll ferene king of Scotland , their good brother and little 
fon , that in him is poflible. 

To give him their letters that are clofed , fuch and fuch 
like as they have written to him with their hands , and to 
(how exprefly the perfed friendlbip and finguiar affedion, 
that their majeftys bear to him, and to bring back the anfwer. 

To take heed to the things which touch near the molt 
ferene king , to the elfed that bis perfon may be in no danger, 
but that it may be mod furely prefetved. 

And that he be not hindered in the honeft liberty that 
he ought to have, and that no greater, or ftraicer guards 
be about him than he had before. 

And fuch like, that he be not impeached in the authority, 
that God hath given to him of king and prince fovereign 
above his fubjeds, to the effect he may as freely ordain 
and command in his affairs, and in the affairs cf his country, 
with his ordinary council , as he was ufed to do of before. 

That his nobility, barons, and commonality of his country 
may have their free liberty to refort to his ferene majelty 
without fufpicionof greater guards' or more armed men abouc 
his perfon than the ufe was, that they be not affraid and 
hindered to refort j and further that the feigneur de la 
Motte Fenelon fall liberally and freely fpeak to the fnid ferene 
king and council , requiring the re-eftablifhing of that that 
may or hath been changed or altered. 

And that he may know if the principalis of the nobility, and 

** Cirtilerw. MS. Hillary, Vol. 3« p. 208. 
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Other men of good behaviour of the towns and commonality 
of the contry conveens , and are content with the form of 
government prefently with the faid ferene king , to the end 
that if there be any mifcontent he may travaile to agree 
them together , and that he return not without the certainty 
of the famine. 

And if he may underftand that there be atiy who have not 
ufed them fo reverently towards the faid ferene king, their 
fovereign lord, as the duty of their obedience required, 
that he may pray on this behalf of his majefty mod chriftian, 
the faid ferene king his good brother , giving him council! 
wholly to forget the fame , and exhorting them to do their 
duty towards his majefty, in time coming, in all refpetfts 
with the obedience and true fubjedion they ought him. 

And if the faid feigneur de la Motte perceives the faid 
ferene king to be in any manner conftrained of his perfon, 
authority , liberty , and difpofition of his affairs , than he 
ufed to be, and not convenient for his royal dignity, or as 
the fovereignty of a prince does require, that he ufe all 
moyen lawful and honed to place him in the famine, and 
that he imploy as much as the credit of his mod chriftian 
majefty may do towards the nobility , ,and fubjecls of that 
contry , and as much as may his name , with the name of 
his crown towards the Scottifh nation , the which he loves 
and confides in as much as they were proper Frenchmen. 

And that he wittnefs to. the faid ferene king, and his 
eftates, of his confent, and to all the nobility and princi- 
pal! perfonages of the contry, that his moft Chriftian ma. 
jelly will continue on his part in the moft ancient alli- 
ance and confederacy, which he hath had with the faid 
ferene king his good brother, praying his nobility and 
Contry, with his principal! fubjeds, to perfevere in tho 
famine, in all good underftanding and friendlhip with him ; 
the which, on his part, he fhall do, obfefving the famine 
moft inviolable. 

Further his moft chriftian majefty underftanding that 
the ferene king his good brother was contented with 
the duke of Lenox , and his fervife ; the faid feigneur De 
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la Motte had charge to pray his ferene majefty that he 
might remaine betide him to his contentment, believing 
that he Ihould more willing intertain the points of love 
and confederacie , betwixt their majeftys and their contrys, 
becaufe he was good fubjedt to them both; and if he 
might not remain, without i'ome alteration of the tranquil- 
ity of his eftatt, that he might retire him to his own 
houfe in the faid contry , in furenes , or if he pleafed to 

return to France that he might furely and if it pleafes 

his ferene majefty, to caufe ceafe and ftay the impeach- 
ments , that are made of new upon the frontiers , to the 
effe<ft that the natural Frenchmen may enter as freely into 
the contry, as they were wont to do of before. 

And that there may be no purpofe of diffamation , nor 
no fpeech but honourable of the mod Chriftian king , in 
that contry , but fuch like as is fpoken molt honourably 
of the ferene king of Scotland in France. 

He had another head to propone , which he concealed 
till a little before his departure , to wit , that the QueeVi , 
the king’s mother, was content to receive her fon in aflo- 
ciation of the kingdom. 

N a . XXX. (Vol. II. p. ?oo.) 

Lord Hunfdon to Sir Francis Walfingham , the 
14th of Auguft 1584, from Berwick ". 

SIR, 

.A.CCORDING to my former letters, touching my meeting 
with the carl of Arran upon Wednefday laft, there came 
hither to me from the earle , the juftice clerk , and Sir 
William Stuart , captain of Dumbarton , both of the king’s 
privie council , to treat with me about the order of our 
meeting , referring wholly to me to appoint the hour , and 
the number we fhould meet withal ; fo as we concluded 

1 
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the place to be Foulden , the hour to be ten o’clock , and 
the number with ourfelves to be i j of a fide ; and the 
reft of our troops to (land each of them a mile from the 
town; the one on the one fide , the other on the other 
fide , fo as our troops were two miles afunder ; I was not 
many horfemen , but 1 fupp'.ied it with footmen , where I 
had 100 (hot on horfe , but they were very near 500 horfe 
well appointed : According to which appointment, we met 
yefterday , and after fome congratulations , the erle fell in 
the like proteftations of his good will and readinefs to 
ferve the Queen’s majefty, before any prince in the world, 
next his fovereign, as he had done heretofore by his letters, 
and rather more ; with fuch earned vows , as unlefs he be 
worfe than a devil , her majefty may difpofe of him at her 
pleafure ; this being ended , I entered with him touching 
the caufe I had to deal with him , and fo near as I could , 
left nothing unrehearfed , that I had to charge the king or 
him w’ith any unkind dealing toward her majefty , according 
to my inftrudtions , which without any delay he anfwered 
prefently , as ye (hall perceive by the faid anfwers , fent 
herewith ; but l replying unto him , he amplified them with 
many moe circumftances , but to this effedt. Then I dealt 
with him touching the point of her majefty’s fatisfadlion , for 
the uttering fuch pradlices as has been lately fet on foot for 
the difquieting of her majefty and her eftate , who thereof 
made fundry difeourfes , what marriages have been offered 
to his majefty by fundrie princes , and by what means the 
earle has fought to divert them , and for yrhat caufes ; the 
one , for that be marriage with Spain or France, he muft alfo 
alter his religion , which as he is fure the king will never 
do, fo will he never fuffer him to hearken unto jt, fo long 
ns he has any credit with him ; he denys not but the king 
has been dealt withal be pradlices to deal againft her ma- 
jefty , which he has fo far denied and refufed to enter into, 
as they have left dealing therein , but whatfoever the king 
or he knoweth therein there fhall be nothing hidden from 
her majefty , as her majefty fhall know very fhortly ; furely 
it feems by his fpeeches , that if the king would have yielded 
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thereunto there had been no (mail company of French in 

Scotland ere now to difquiet her majefty. This being 

eroded , I dealt with him earneftly for the ftay of this par- 
liament , which now approacheth or at the leaft that 
there may be nothing done therein , to the prejudice of 
thefe noblemen and others now in England , for the for- 
faulting of their livings and goods ; hereupon he made a 
long difcourfe to me , firft of the earl of Angus dealing 
about the earl of Morton, then of his going out, notwith- 
ftanding of fundrie gracious offers the Icing had made him , 
then of the road of Ruthven, how that prefently after they 
had the king’s majefty in their hands , they imprifoned 
himfelf, dealt with the king for putting of the duke out 
of the realme , the king refufed fo to do , they told him 
plainly that if he would not he fhould have the earl of 
Arran's head in a difli ; the king afked what offence the 
earl had made ? and they anfwered it mult be fo , and 
fhould be fo ; hereupon, for the fafeguard of Arran’s life, 
the king was content to fend away the duke, and yet Ar- 
ran afterwards fundrie times in danger of his life ; I alledg- 
ed unto him the king’s letter to the Queen’s majefty, and 
his ads in council-, that they had done nothing but for 
his fervife , and with his good liking and contentment , 
who anfwered me he durft do no otherwife , nor could not 
do any thing but that which pleafed them , wirh fuch a 
number of other their dealings with the king whiift he was 
In their hands as are too long to be written , and too bad 
if they were true; I faid the king might have let the Queen’s 
majefty’s ambaffador have known his mind fecretly , and 
her majefty would have relieved him ; he anfwered , that 
the king was not ignorant that the apprehenfions in that 
manner, proceeded from Mr. Bow’s pradice, and thereby 
durft not Impart fo much to him , and yet the king was 
content , and did give remiffion to as many as would ac- 
knowledge their faults, and afk remiffion, and fuch as 
would not , he thought fit to banifh , to try their further 
loyalty , in which time they confpired the king’s fecond 
apprehenfion , and the killing of the catle, and others 1 . 
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and feduced the minifters to their faction , and' yet not 
fatisfied with thefe confpiracies and treafonable dealings 
(as he terms them), are entered into a third, being in Eng- 
land under her majefty’s protection , to diflionour her ma- 
jefty as far as in them lyeth , or at lead to caufe the king 
conceaye fome unkindnefs in her majefty, for harbouring 
of them; I wrote to you what the confpiracy was, the 
taking of the king, the killing of the earle of Arran, and 
fome others, the taking of the caftle of Edin. and bring-- 
ing home the earles, to take the charge of the king; all 
which (fays he) is by Drummond confefled, and by the 
provoft of Glencudden not greatly denied, and the con- 
ftable of the caftle thereupon fled ; the earl brought Drum- 
mond with him as far as Langton , where he lay, to have 
confefled the confpiracy before me, but having at his light- 
ing received a blow on his leg with a horfe, fo as he could 
bring him no further, I replied that 1 thought verily they 
would not work any fuch pradices in refpect of the Queen’s 
majefty, abiding within her realme, and if there be any 
fuch pradices, they have proceeded from others, and they 
not privie unto them : and that if it be not apparently proved 
againft them , that it will be thought to be fome pradicc to 
aggravate, the fault, and to make them the more odioti 1 : to 
the king. He anfwered me, that it fhould be proved fo 
fufficiently , that they fhould not be able with truth to deny 
it, for their own hands is to be fhowed to part of it, and 
therefore concluded, that if her majefty fhoulcf fo prefs the 
king for them at this time , that would rather hinder this mat- 
ter of the amitty, not further it, and* that fince they feck 
chiefly his life, he could not, in any reafon, feefc to do 
them any good ; and befides he allured me , that if he would 
he dare not , this laft matter being fallen out as ft is ; and 
furely if this matter had not fallen out, I would not have 
doubted' the reftoring of the earl of Mar very fiiortly, if her 
majefty would have employed me therein, but for the eart 
of Angus, I perceive the king is perfuaded that both he, 
and the reft of the Douglafles , have conceived fo mortal! 1 
•n hatred againft him and the eatl of Arran, about the death 
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of the earl . of Merton, as if they were at home, to-mor- 
row next, they would not leave to pra&ice and confpire 
the death of them both , and therefore a hard matter to 
do any thing for him: finally, he concluded and required 
me to allure her majefty from the king, that there fhall no- 
thing be hid from her , nor any thing left undone that may 
fatiifie her majelty with reafon , and that the king fhall ne- 
ver do any thing , nor confent to have any thing done 
in her prejudice, fo long as he had any credit with him, 
or authority under him. Having this far proceeded, he 
defined to fhew me hi* commidion , which is under the 
great feal, to himfelf only, which is as large as may be, 
and yet fundrie of the privie council there with him , but 
not one in commidion , nor prefent , nor near us all this 
time having fpent almoft five hours in thefe matters ; he 

f irefented to me the matter of Gray, who delivered to me a letter 
rom the king in his commendation , whom I perceive the 
king means to fend to her majefty , and therefore requires 
a fafe-conduft for his padage, which I pray you procure, 
and to fend it as foon as you may. 1 let him underftand of 
the lord Seaton’s negociation with the French king. He 
fwore to me , that Seaton was but a knave , and that it was 
partly againft his will, that he fhould be fent thither. But 
his commidion and inftrudtion being of no great importance, 
he yielded the fooner; and if Seaton has gone beyond his 
inftruefions, which Arran drew himfelf, he will make 
Seaton fmart for it. Touching William Newgate , and 
Mark Golgan, he protefted he never heard of any fuch; 
he fays there. was a little poor foul, with a black beard, 
come thither a begging , who faid he was an enemy to 
Dcfmond , to whom he gave a croun , but never heard 
of him fince, and for any Scotsman going into Ire- 
land, he fays there is no fuch matter; if there be, there , 
may be fome few rafkals that he knows not of; and 
touching the coming of any Jefuits into Scotland , he fays, it 
is but the danderous devife of the king’s enemys , and fuch 
as would have the world believe the king were ready to revolt 
in religion , who the world fhall well fee will continue as 
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conftant therein , as what prince foever profefled it mod ; and , 
the earl himfell' dos proteft to me, that to his knowledge, 
he never faw a Jefuit in his life, and did allure me if there 
was any in Scotland , as their minillers would do , if they 
preach fuch dodrine as they did in Scotland; and touching 
one Ballenden, of whom T wrote to yow, I heard from Mr. Col- 
vill , the eatle avows conftantly that he knows not, nor 
hath not heard of any fuch man , bur he would inquire at 
the juftice clerk , and would inform me what he could learn 
of that ; thus I have made you as fhort a difcourfe as I 
can of fo many matters, fo long difcourfed upon, but 
thefe are the principal points of all our talk , fo near as I 
can remember it, and for this time I commit you to the 
Almighty. At Berwick the 14th of Avguft, 1584- 

The king is very defirous to have 
my fon Robert Cary to come to him. ' 

1 pray you know her majefty’s pleafure. 

Arran’s Anfwers to the grieflfs or articles proponed 
to the lord Hunfdon , fet down in another form. 

As to the ftrait and fevere perfecution of all fuch, as 
have been noted to have been well affeded to the Queen’s 
majefty , it cannot appear they were either for that caufe 
punilhed, or hardly dealt with, fince his majefty of late has 
been fo careful and diligent to choice out good inftruments 
to deal betwixt her majefty and him , as his majefty has 
done in eleding of your lordfhip and me ; befides that in 
all their accufations , their good will and affedion bom to 
her majefty was , at no time , laid to their charge , but 
capital adions of trcafon many way tried now be the whole 
three eftates, and more than manifeft to the world. 

As for his majefty inhibiting , by publick proclamation , 
fuch as were banifhcd, not to repair in England ; the bruits 
and whifperings that came to his majefty’s ears , of their 
confpiracies and treafons, which fince fyn they accomplifhed. 
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fo far as in them lay , moved his majefty to inhibit them to 
repair to any place, fo near his majefty’s realme, left they 
fliould have attempted thefe things , which fhortly they did 
attempt , being farther off, and more diftant both by fea 
and land. 

As for reception of Jefuits , and others , her majefty’s 
fugitives, and not delivering them according to his promife , 
as your lordfhip propones, his majefty would be moll glad that 
fo it might fall out by your lordfhip’s travailes , that no fugitive 
of either realme fhould be received of either, and when fo 
fhall be , it fhall not fail on his majefty’s part , albeit iri 
very deed this time bygone his majefty has been conftrained 
to receipt her majefty’s mean rebells and fugitives , contrar 
his good natural, fince her majefty hath receipt, in effetft, 
the whole and greateft rebells and traitors his majefty in 
his own blood ever had ; as for the agreement with his 
majefty’s mother anent their affociation , his majefty has 
commanded me , in prefence of your lordfhip’s fervanc,. to 
affure her majefty and your lordfhip , in his majefty’s name, 
that it is altogether falfe, and an untruth , nor any fuch like 
matter done yet. 

His majeftyhas alfo commanded me to allure your lordfhip, 
that it is alfo falfe and untrue, that his majefty has, by 
any means diredt or indirect , fent any meffage to the pope, 
ot,received any from him ; or that his majefty has dealt with 
Spain or any foreigners , to harm her majefty or her realm y 
which his majefty could have no honour to do. this good 
intelligence taking place , as I hope in God it fhall. 

As concerning the contemptuous ufage of her majefty’a 
miniflers, fent unto his majefty, his majefty ufbd none of 
them fo ; and if his majefty had, fuflicicnt caufe was given 
by them , as fome of their own writs do yet teftify : as I 
more particularly fhowed your lordfhip at Foulden at oul 
late meeting. 
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N*. XXXI. (Vol. II. P . 334.) 

The Scottilh Queen’s offers upon the effed of her 

liberty propounded by her fecretary Naw , No- 
vember 1584 4 *. 

TL H E Queen my miftrefs being once well allured of your 
majefty’s amity, 

x. Will declare openly that Ihe will (as it is finccrely 
her meaning) ftraitly to join unto your majefty , and to the 
fame to yield and bear the chief honour and refpetft , before 
all other kings and princes in Chriftendom. 

2. She will fwear, and proteft folemnly, a fmcere for- 
getfulnefs of all wrongs which Ihe may pretend to have 
been done unto her in this realme , and will never , in any 
fort or manner whatfoever, Ihew offence for the fame. 

3. She will avow and acknowledge, as well in her own 
particular name, as alfo for her heirs and others defeending 
of her for ever, your majefty, for juft, true, and lawful 
Queen of England. 

4.. And confequently, will renounce, as well for herfelf, 
as for her faid heirs , all rights and pretences which Ihe 
may claim to the crown of England , during your majefty’s 
life , and other prejudice. 

$. She will revoke all ads and (hews, by her heretofore 
made , of pretence to this faid crown to the prejudice of 
your majefty , as may be the taking of the arms and ftile of 
Queen of England, by the commandment of king Francis, 
her late lord and husband. 

6. She will renounce the pope’s bull for fo much as may 
be expounded to turn in her favour , or for her behoof, 
touching the deprivation of her majefty , and will declare 
that fhe will never help and ferve herfelf with it. 

7. She will not profecute , during your majefty’s life , 

" Cott. Lib. Calif. C. S. A Copy. 


Digitized by Google 



APPENDIX. 


JJs 

by open force or otherways, any publit^declaration of her 
right in the fucceffion of this realme , fo as fecret aifurance 
be given unto her, or at the lead publick promife, that no 
deciding thereof fhall be made in the prejudice of her , or 
of the king her fon , during your majefty’s life, nor after 
your deceafe , until fuch time as they have been heard 
thereupon , in publick , free , and general uflerably of the 
parliament of the faid realme. 

8. She .will not pradife, diredly or indiredly, with any 
of your majefty’s fubjeds , neither within nor out of your 
realme, any thing tending to war, civil or foreign, againft 
your majefty and your eftate , be it under pretext of reli- 
gion , or for civil and politick government. 

9. She will not maintain or fupport any of your fubjed* 
declared rebels , and convided of treafon againft you. 

10. She will enter into the aftbeiation, which was fhewed 
her at Wingfield for the furety of your majefty’s life, fo as 
there be mended or right explicated fome claufes , which 
I will fhew to your Majefty, when 1 fhall have the copy 
thereof, as 1 have before time required. 

11. She will not treat with foreign kings and princes, 
for any war or trouble againft this ftate , and will renounce, 
from this time , all enterprifes made or to be made in her 
favour for that refped. 

12. Furthermore, this realme being afTailed by any civil 
or foreign war, fhe will take part with your majefty, and 
will afllft you in your defence with all her forces and means, 
depending ofherfelfand with all her friends of Chriftendom. 

1;. And to that effect, for the mutual defence and 
maintenance of your majefty , and the two realms of this 
ifle , fhe will enter with your majefty in a league defen- 
five , as fhall be more particularly advifed , and will per- 
fwade as much as in her, the king her fon to do the like. 

The leagues with all parts abroad remaining firm, and 
efpecially the antient league between France and Scotland, 
in that which fhall not be againft this prefent. 

14. She will enter into a league offenfive, having good 
affurance, or fecret declaration and acknowledgement of 
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her right in the fucceflion of this crown, and promife, 
that happening any breach betwixt France and this reairoe, 
(which fhe prayeth God never to happen) the juft value 
of her dowry fhall be placed for her in lands of the reve- 
nue of the crown. 

i?. For affurance of her promifes and covenants, file 
doth offer to abide herfelf in this realme for a certain rime, 
(better hoftage can fhe not give than her own perfon) 
which , fo as fhe be kept in the liberty here before pro- 
pounded, is not in cafe to efcape fecretly out of this 
country , in the fickly ftate fhe is in , and with the good 
order which your majefty can take therein. 

1 6. And in cafe your majefty do agree to her full and 
whole deliverance , to retire herfelf at her will out of this 
realme , the faid Queen of Scotts fhe will give fufficient 
hoftage for fuch time as will be advifed. 

17. If fhe abide in this realme, fhe will promife not to 
depart out of it , without your licence , fo as it be pro- 
mifed unto her that her ftate, in fuch liberty as fhall be 
accorded unto her, fhall not be in any fort altered, untill 
after tryall to have attempted againft your life , or other 
trouble of your eftate. 

18. If fhe go into Scotland, fhe will promife to. alter 
nothing there in the religion which is now ufed .there , fhe 
being fuffered to have free exercife of hers , for her and 
her houfhold, as it was at her return out of France; and 
further , to pull out every loot of new divifion between the 
fubjedts , that none of the fu^edts of Scotland fhall be 
lifted for his confcience, nor conftr'ained to go to the fervice 
of the contrary religion. 

19. She will grant a general abolition of all offences 
done againft her in Scotland , and things fhall remain there 
as they are at this prefent , for the refpedt, faving that which 
hath been done againft her honour , which fhe meaneth to 
have revoked and annulled. 

20. She will travel to fettle a fure and general reconciliation 
between the nobility of the country, and to caufe to be 
appointed about the king her fon , and in his council , fuch 
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as fhall be fit for the entertainment of the peace and quiet 
of the country, and the amity of the realm. 

2 1. She will do her bell to content your majefty, in favour 
of the Scots lords banilhed and refuged hither , upon their 
due fubmiffion to their princes , and your majefty’s promife 
to aflift the faid Queen and king of Scotland againft them , 
if they happen to fall into their former faults. 

22. She will proceed to the marriage of the king her 
l'on , with the advice and good council of your majefty. 

23. As fhe will pafs nothing without the king her fon, 
fo doth fhe defire that he intervene conjointly with her in 
this treaty , for the greater and perfetfter afttirance thereof; 
for otherwife any thing can hardly be eftablifhed to be found 
and continue. 

24. The faid Scotch Queen trufteth, that the French king, 
her good brother, according to the good affetflipn which he 
hath always fhewed her, and hath been afrefh teftified unto 
me by Monfi de Mannilfiere for this faid treaty , will very 
willingly intervene, and will aflift her for the furety of her 
promifes. 

2;. And fo will the princes of the houfe of Lorraln , 
following , the will of the faid king, will bind themfelves 
thereunto. 

26. For other kings and princes of Chriftendom , fhe will 
aday to obtain the like of them , if for greater folemnity 
and approbation of the treaty it' be found to be neceflary. 

27. She doth defire a fpeedy Snfwer, and final Conclufion 
of the premifes , to the end to meet in time with all in- 
conveniencies. 

28- And in the mean time, the more to ftrengthen the 
faid treaty, as made by her of a pure and frank will,' fhe 
defireth that demonftration be made of fome teleafement 
af her captivity. 
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Objedioris againft the Scottilh Queen, under fe- 
cretary Walfinghame’s hand, November 1584. 

T^HE Queen of Scots is ambitions, and ftandeth ill 
affedted to her majefty, and therefore it cannot be but that 
her liberty fhould bring peril unto her majefty. 

That her enlargement will give comfort to papifts, and 
other ill affected fubjedts , and greatly advance the opi- 
nion had of her title as fuccefTor. 

That as, long as fhe lhall be continued in her majefty’s 
pofTeflion , fhe may ferfe as it were a gage of her ma- 
jefty’s furety, for that her friends, for fear of the dan- 
ger fhe may be thrown into , in cafe any thing fhould 
be done in her favour, dare not attempt any thing in the 
offence of her majefty. 


November 

1584. 


{ What courfe were fit to be taken 
with the Queen of Scots , either 
to be enlarged or not 4 \ 


/ T' 

1 HE courfe to be taken with the Taid Queen may be 
confidered of in three degrees ; either , 

1. To continue her under cuftody in that ftate fhe 
now is. 

2.. To reftrain her of the prefent liberty fhe now hath. 

5. Or to fet her at liberty upon caution. 

1. Touching the frrft, to continue her under cuftody 
in that ftate (he now is ; it is to be confidered , that the 
princes that favour that queen , upon the complaint fhe 
makerh of hard ufage, are greatly moved with commifera- 
tion towards her, and promife to do their endeavour for 
her liberty, for which purpofe her minifters folicit them 
daily. 


Cott. I.ib. Cal. t. 
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And to move them the more to pity her cafe, fhe ac- 
quainted them with her offers made to her majefty , which 
appeared to be no lefs profitable than reafonable for her 
majefty , fo as the refufal and rejecting giveth her friends 
and favourers caufe to think her hardly dealt withal, and 
therefore may, with the better ground and reafon , attempt 
fomewhat for the fetting of her at liberty. 

It is alfo likely that the faid Queen , upon this refufal , 
finding her cafe defperate , will continue her pradtice un- 
der hand , both at home and abroad , not only for her de- 
livery, but to attain to the prefent polfelfion of this crown, 
upon her pretended title , as fhe had hitherto done , as 
appeared , and is mod manifeft by letters and plots inter- 
cepted , and chiefly by that late alteration of Scotland , 
which hath proceeded altogether by her direction , where- 
by a gap is laid open for de malice of all her majefty’s 
enemies , fo as it appeared that this manner of keeping 
her , with fuch number of perfons as fhe now hath , and 
with liberty to write and receive letters ( being duly confi- 
dered), is offenfive to the princes, the faid Queen’s friends; 
rather chargeable, than profitable to her majefiy; and fub- 
ject to all fuch practices as may peril her majefty ’s perfon 
or ftate, without any provifion for her majefty’s fafety, and 
therefore no way to be liked of. 

2. Touching the fecond , to reftrain her in a more 
ftraighter degree of the liberty (he hath hiderto enjoyed. 

It may at firft fight , be thought a remedy very apt to 
flop the courfe of the dangerous practices filtered hereto- 
fore by her : For, true it is, that this remedy might prove 
very profitable , if the realme of Scotland ftood in that fort 
devoted to her majefty, as few years paft it did ; and if the 
king of dat realme were not likely , as well for the releafe 
of his mother , as for the advancement of both their pre- 
tended titles , to attempt fomewhat againft this realme and 
her majefty , wherein he fiiould neither lack foreign af- 
filtance , nor a party here within this realme : But the king 
and that realme ftanding affe&ed as they do, this reftraint, 

inftead 
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iflftfcad of remedying , is likely to breed theft indbnveniencie* 
following : 

Firft , it will incftafe the offence both in him, and in 
the tell of the prinees He# friends that rriifliked of her re- 
ftraifit. 

Secondly t It will give them juft caufe to take fome way 
of redrefs. 

Laftly , It is to be doubted , that it may provoke fome 
dfefperate ill-difpo'fed perfon, all hope of her liberty removed, 
to attempt fume what againft her majefty’s own perfon ( t 
matter above all others to be weighed) , which incohveniencf 
being duly Confidered , it will appear manifeftly , that the 
reftraint , in a ftraighter degree , is likely to prove a remedy 
fubjedt to very hard events. 

The latter degree, whether it Were fit to fet the faid 
Qaeen at liberty, nriniftreth fome caufe of doubt, touching 
the nJanner of the liberty , in what fort the fame is to be 
performed, whether to be continued here within therealme^ 
or to be reftored into her own country. 

But firft , this propbfition , before the particularities be 
Weighed, is to ; be confidefed in generality. 

For it is very hard for a Well-aflredle'd fubjed , that ten- 
dereth her niajefty y s fufety 5 and weigheth either the nature 
of the ScottifH Qute'n , being inclined ttf ambition and! 
revenge , or her former aiftions , what pradfices fhe hath 
fet on foot moft dangerous for her majefty and this realme , 
to allow of her liberty , being not made Acquainted with 
fiich caufes, aS time hath wrought, to make it left perilous 
than it hath been , nor with fu'ch cautiofrs as may , in fome 
fort , be devifcd to prevent both her ambition and malice ; 
and therefoie, to make this apparent. 

It is to be confidered, that the danger that was fn the 
mother, is now grown to be in the Ion. He pretendeth 
the fame title fhe doth : Such as do affed her , both at 
ltorae' arj abroad, do qjfied him (and he is the more 
dangerous for that he is unmarried , which may greatly 
Advance his fortune ; aftd that he is a man , whereby he 
may enter into adioh in his own perfon) ; where Ihc id 

Vot. III. Z 
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reftrained , he is at liberty ; his own realme is now altoge^ 
ther at his devotion , and the party affected to this crown 
abafed ; fo as the matter duly confidered, neither her liberty 
nor reftraint doth greatly alter the cafe for perils towards 
her majefty , unlefs by fuch promifes as may be made by 
way of treaty with her , the danger likely to grow from the 
king her fon to be provided for. 

. But in this behalf it may be objected , that fo long as 
the mother remains in her majefty’s hands , the king will 
attempt nothing for fear of his mother’s peril. 

To this objection it mav be anfwered, firft. That they 
hope that her majefty , being a prince of juftice , and in- 
clined to mercy , will not punifh the mother for the foil’s 
offence, unlefs fhe fliall be found, by good proof, culpable. 
Secondarily , That men will not be over-hafty , confidering 
in w’hat predicament the king ftandeth touching his expectation 
of this crown , to advife any thing that in time future may 
be dartgerous to the giver of fuch council as may reach to 
his mother’s peril. 

And laftly, the taking away of his mother, he being ftrong 
in the field through both foreign afliftance, and a party here 
within the realme, will appear fo weak a remedy (which may 
rather exafperate both him , and her party , to proceed with 
more courage and heat to revenge , if any fuch hard meafure 
fhould be offered unto - her), as they will fuppofe for the 
reafon above fpecified , that no fuch extremity will be ufed. 

It may alfo be objected, that the fetting of her at liberty 
will greatly encourage the papifts both at home and abroad ; 
but herein, if the provifion be duly confidered, that may be 
made by parliament both here and there, they fhall rather 
find caufe of difeomfort than otherwife. 

Thefe two doubts being refolved , and the perils that was 
in the mother appearing, moll manifeftly to be feen in the fon 
accompanied with more danger , with due confideration had 
alfo of fuch remedies as may be provided for the preventing 
of the. dangers , that her liberty'may minifter juft caufe to 
doubt of ; there will be good caufe.of hope found , that the 
fame will rather breed benefit than perils. 
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Now it refleth , in what fort the faid liberty fhall be 
performed ; if it fhall be thought meet fhe fhall be con- 
tinued within the realm with fome limitation, efpecially ’in 
that place where file now refidech , the country round about 
being fo ir.fedtedin religion as it is, it is greatly to be doubted 
that will very much increafe the corruption , and falling away 
in that behalf. Befides, ihe fhould have commodity, with, 
much more eafe, and fpeed , to entertain practices within 
this realine, than by being in her own country. 

If abroad freely without limitation either in Scotland, or 
France , then fhall her majefty lofe the gages of her fafety, 
then fhall file be at hand to give advice in furtherance 
of fuch practices , as have been laid for to ftir trouble in this 
realme , wherein fhe hath been a principal party. 

For the full, it is anfwered before, that the refpedt of any 
perils that may befal Unto her, will in no fetrt reftrain her 
fpn. For the other, if it be confidered what harm her 
advice will work unto herfelf, in refped of the violation 
of the treaty, and the provifron that may be made in 
parliament here, it is to be thought, that fhe will then 
be well advifed , before fhe attempt any fuch matter , which 
now fhe may do without perill. Befides fuch princes , as 
have interpofed their faith and promife for her , cannot 
with honour affifl her, wherein the French king will not 
be found very forward, who, in moft friendly fort, hath 
lately rejected all fuch requells , propounded either by 
her, or her fon’s miniflers , that might any way offend 
her majefty. And fo to conclude, feeing the caufe of her 
grief fhall be taken away; the French king gratified, 
who is a mediator for her, and will miflike, that, by any 
Spanifh practice, fhe fhould be drawn to violate her faith, 
that the reft of the princes fhall have no juft caufe of of- 
fence, but rather to think honourably of her majefty con- 
ftdering the Scottifh Queen’s carriage towards her, which 
hath deferved no way any fuch fayour; the noblemen of 
Scotland fhall be reftored, who will be a good flay of 
fuch counfells as may tend to the troubling of this realme, 
efpecially having fo good a ground of warrant as the par- 
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liament to Hand unto ; the charges and perills which Hef 
practices might have bred to this realme fhall be avoided} 
and laftly, the hope of the papifts fhall be taken away, by 
fuch good provifions , as in boch the realmes may be made , 
whereby the perills that might fall into her majefty’s own 
perfon, (a matter of all others to be weighed) fhall bo 
avoided , when by the change that may grow by any fuch 
wicked and ungodly pra&ice , they fhall fee their cafe no 
way relieved in point of religion. 

Reafons to induce her majefiy to proceed in the 

treaty under Secretary Walfingham’s hand 

1 ' HAT fych plots as have of late rears been devifed 
(tending to tl^p railing of trouble within this realme) have 
grown from the Scots Queen’s minifters, and favourers, 
not without her allowance and feeking : Or , 

That the means ufed by the faid minifters , to induce 
princes to give ear to the faid plots, is principally ground- 
ed upon fome commiferation had of their reftraint. 

That the ftay , why the faid plots have not been put 
In execution , hath proceeded , for that the faid princes 
have* for the mod part, been entertained with home and 
dotneftick troubles. 

That it is greatly to be doubted , that now their realms 
begin to be quiet , that fomewhat will be attempted in her 
favours by the faid princes. 

That it is alfo to be doubted, that fomewhat may be 
attempted by fome of her fautors in an extraordinary fort f 
to the peril! of her majefty. 

That for the prefervation thereof, it fhall be convenient 
for her majefty to proceed to the finifhing of the treaty, 
not long fithence begun between her and the faid Queen* 

»• Cott. Lib. Cal. C. $. 
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N\ XXXII. (Vol. II. p. 315 ) 

Letter of Q. Mary to Q,. Elizabeth *\ 
Madame ma bonne Socur, 

3V1’aSSF,URANT que vans avez eu communication d’une 
lettre de Gray que voftre homme Semer me livra hier foubz 
le nom de mon filz y rccongnoiflant quafi de mot a la mot 
lefs mefmes raifons que le dit Gray m’efcrivit en chifre 
eftant dernieremenc pres de vous defmontrant la fuffifance 
& bonne intention dp perfonage je vous prieray feulement 
fuivant ce que ci devant je vous ay tant inftantement im- 
portune que vous me permettiez defclaircir librement & ou- 
vertement ce point de l’aftbciqtion d’entre moy & mon filz 
& me deflier les mains pour proceder avec lui comme je 
jugeray eftre requis pour fon bien & le mien. Et j’entrq. 
prendz quoi que l’on yops die & puiile en rapporter de faire 
mentir ce petit brouillon qui perfunde par aucuns de vos 
miniftres a enterpris cette reparation entre moy & mon en- 
fant , & pour y commencer je vous fupplie m’odroyer que 
je puifle parler a ce juftice clerk qui vous a efte nouvellement 
envoyc pour mander par luy a mon filz mon intention fur 
cela , ce qui je me promis que ne me refuferez , quant ce 
ne feroit que pour demontrer en effed la bonne intention 
que vous m’avez affeuree avoir a l’accord & entretien de 
naturel devoir entre la mere & 1’enfant qui dit en bonnes 
termes eftre empefche pour vous me tenant captive en un 
defert ce que vous ne pourrez njieux defmentir & faire 
paroitre vpftre bon defir a nptre union que me donnant les 
moyens d’y proceder, & non m’en retenir & empefeher, 
comme aucun de vos mir.iftres pretendent afin de laiffer 
toujours ljeu a leur mauvais & finiftres practiques entre 
nous. La lettre porte aue l’aflociation n’eft pas paflee, 
aufft ne luy ai je jamais dit, bienqqe men filz ayoit accept^ 

11 Cott. Lib. Col. B. VIII. Fol. 147. An original. 
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& que nous en avions convenu enfcmble , comme l’acte 
figne de fa main , & fes lettres tant a moy , que en France 
en font foy , ayant donne ce meme tenioignage dc fa bou, 
che propre a plufieurs ambaffadeurs & perfonnes de credit, 
s’excufant de ne l'ofer faire publier par crainte de vous 
feulement, demandant forces pour vous refifler d’avant do 
fe declarer ft ouverteinent eftant journellement perfuade au 
contraire par vos miniftres qui luy promettoyent avecque 
une entreire a Yorck le faire declarer votre heretier. Au 
furplus Madame quand mon enfant feroit fi malheureux que 
de s’opiniaftrer en cctte extreme impiete & ingratitude vers 
moy , je ne puis penfer que vous non plus qu’aucun aulue 
prince de la Chretiente le voulufliez en cela applaudir ou 
meintenir pour luy fayre acquerir ma malediction ains que 
plutos introviendres pour luy faire recongnoitre la raifon trop 
jufte & evidante devant Dieu & les hommes. . Helas & en, 
core ne luy vouloir j’en ofter, mays donner avec droit 
ce qu’il tient par ufurpation. Je me fuis du tout commife a 
vous , & fidelement faites fi il vous pleft que je ne en foye 
pis qu’auparavar.t, & que la faulfere des uns ne prevale def, 
vanr la verite vers vous , pour bicn recevant mal , & la 
plus grande affliction que me fqaurroic arriver a fqavoir la 
perte de mon fils. Je vous fupplie de me mander en cas 
qu’il perfifte en cette m’efconnoifiance de fon devoir, que 
de luy ou de moy il vous plaift advouer pour legittime roy 
ou reyne d’Ecofle , & ft vous aves ngreable de pourfuivrc 
avec moy a part le traite commence entre nous de quoy je 
vous requiers , fans plus attendre de refponle de ce mal 
gouverne enfant, vous en requerrant avec autant d’affec- 
tion que je fens mon coeur opprefle d’ennuy. Pour Dieu 
fouvenez vous de la promefle que m’avez faites de me 
prendre en votre protection me raportant de tout a vous, 
& fur ce prian. Dieu qu’il vous viueille preferver de touts 
vos ennemys & diffimulez amys, comme je le defire de me 
confolcr & de me venger de ceulz qui pourchaffent un tel 
malheur entre la mere & l’enfant. Je cefferay de vous 
troubler, mais non a m’ennuier que jc ne reqoive quelque 
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eonrolation de vous & de Dieu encore un coup je le fup- 
plie de vous garder de tout peril. Futhbery xn Mars. 

Votre fidelement vouee faeur 

& obeiffante coufine , * • * 

MARIE Q. 

A la reyne d’Angleterre, 
madame ma bonne foeur 
& coufine. 


N*. XXXIII. {Vol. II. p. 315.) 

A Teftament by Q. Mary 

N. B. The following paper was tranfcribed by the rev*. 
Mr. Crawford late regius profelfor of church -hiftory 
in the univerfity of Edinburgh. Part of this paper , 
according to him , is written by Naue , Mary’s fecre- 
tary , the reft with the Queen’s own hand. What is 
marked “ is in the Queen’s hand. 

0/ONSIDERANT par ma condition prefente 1’eftat de vie 
humaine , ft incertain , que perfonne ne s’en peuft , ou doibt 
affeurer , finon foubs la grande & infinie m'fericorde de 
Dieu. Et me voulant prevaloir d’icelle contre tous les dan. 
gers & accidens , qui me pourroient inopinement furvenir 
en cette captivite , mefmes a caufe des grandes & longues 
maladies, ou j’ay ete detenue jufques a prefent; j’ay advif£ 
tandis que j’ay la commodite , ou raifon en jugement , de 
pourvoir apres ma mort le falut de mon ame, enterrement 
de mon corps & difpofition de mon bien , eftat , & affaires , 
par ce prefent mon teftament & ordonnance de mon dernier 
VQlonte , qui s’enfuyt. 

Au nom du Pere , du Filz , & du benoite S l . Efprit. 

.** Cott. Lib. Vefpar. L. IS. p. 41S. 
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Premierement , me recongnoiflant indigne pechcreffe ayeC 
plus d’offences envers mon Dieu , que de fatisfadion pap 
toutes les adverfiteS que j’ay fouffert ; dont je la loue fa 
Ijonte- Et m’appuyant fur la croix de mop Sauveur & Re, 
dempteur Jefus Chrift. Je recopimende mon ame a la be r 
ijoifte & individue Trinite , & aux prieres de la glprieufe 
vierge Marie , & de tqus les anges fqinds & faindes dp 
paradis, efperant par leur nierites & interceflion, ellre aydee 
a obtenir de eftre faide papdcipante avec eulx de felicite 
eternelle. Et pour m’y acheminer de cueur plus net& entier, 
defpouillant des a prefent tout reffentiment des injures , ca- 
lomnies , rebellions , & aultres offences , qui pi? pourroient 
avoir cfte faides durant ma vie, par mes fubjets rebelles & 
aultres ennemjs ; J’pn retriet la vengeance a Dieu , & le 
fupplie leur pardonner , de mefme affcdion , que je luy 
requiers pardon a mes faultes , & a tous ceuls & cellos 
qqe je puis avoir offenfe de faids ou de parolles. Je v?ulx 
(c ordonne , &c. [ The two following paragraphs contain 

dire SI ions concerning the place and circumjlances of her 
burial. ] -> 

Pour ne contrevenir ?, la gloire , honneur , & conferva, 
tion de l’Eglife carhqlique , apollolique & Rpipaipe , en la 
quelle je veulx vivre & mourir , fi le prince d’Efcoffe mon 
filz y pueft etre reduiec centre la mauvaife nourriture qu’jl 
a prife a mon tres grand regret en l’herefie de Calvin entre 
mes rebelles , je le laiffe feul & unique hcritier de mop 
royaume d’Efcoffe, de droid que je pretende jullement en 
a la couronne d’Angleterre & pays qui en dependent , & 
generallement de tous & chacun mes meubles & immeubles 
qui refteront apres ma mort, & execution dc ce prefent 
teftament. 

Si non , & que mon dit filz continue a vivre en la dite 
herefie , Je cede , tranfporte, & faicte don “ de touts Sc 
chacuns mes droids , que je pretende & puis pretendre 
a la couronne d’Angleterre , & aultres droids , feig- 
“ neuries , ou royaulmes en dependantz , uu roy catholiqup, 
“ ou aultre des fiens qii’il luy plaira , avefques advis , con- 
?* fentement de fa faintetej rant pour le voyr aujourhuy 
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“ le feul feurs appui de la religion catholique , que pour 
■ f reconnoiflance de gratuites faveurs que moy, le$ mien? 
“ recommandez par moy , ont avons receu de luy en ma 
“ plus grande neceffite •, & refguard aqffi ay droitft que 
“ luy mefme peut pretendre a ces ditz royaulmes & pays, 
*•* je le fupplie qu’cn reconipence il preign alliance , de la 
*• maifon < de Lorraine , & il ce pleut de celle de Guife , 

V pour memoire de la race de laquelle je fqjs fortie au 
“ code de Alere , n’a ayant de celuy de mon pere , que 
“ mon feul enfant, lequel eftant Catholique j’ay toqsjaurg 

voue pour une de fes lilies , fi il luy plaifoit de I’accepter, 
® ou faillant une de fes niepces mariee comme fa fille. 

“ Je layfle mon filz a la protection du roy, de prince, 

V & dues de Lorraine & de Guife, & dg Alayne, aux- 
quelz je recommende & fon eftat en EfqofTe, & mon 

“ droidt en Angleterre , ft il eft catholique, & quelle le 
ff parlie de cede reyne. ” 

Je faitz don au “ conte de Lenox ” du compte de Le- 
nox tenu par feu fon pere, & commande man filz , comme 
mon heritier & fuccedeur , d’obeyr en ced en droit a mon 
volonte, 

Je veulx & ordonnp toutes les fommes & deniers , qui fe 
troveront par moys deues, tien mis caufp.dc droitd edre 
faits “ a Lohliyep !? etre promptement payes & acqoittes , & 
tout tort & griefs repares per lcfdits executeurs defquelz 
J’en charge Ja confciencc. Oultre , &c. [ Follow two or 

three paragraphs concerning particular legacies , and then is 
added] Faidt au ipanoir de Sbefteld en Angleterre le jour 
dp Alii cinq cens foixant & dix fept. 


After a large Hank page follows in the Qiteens hand : 

*■ Si mon filz meurt , au enmte de Lenox , au Claude 
Cf Hamilton lequel fe morltrera le plus fidelle vers moy , & 

Cf plus condant en refgion , au jugemcnc de Dues de 

Lorraine & de Guyfe, ou je le rapporte fur ce de ceulx a 
“ que j’auray donnay le,, charge de trayter avefque eux de 
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K par moy & ceulx , a condition de ce marrier ou allier en 
** la dite mayfon ou par leur aUvis. ” 

Fol/ore near t-xvo pages of particular legacies. 

<£ Et le remets ma tante de Ljpox au droid quelle peut 
<£ pretendr a la conte d’Angous avant PAcort fait par mon 
* £ commandement entre ma dite tante de Lenox & le 
“ comte de Morton , veu quit a efte fait & par le feu roy 
“ mon Mary & moy, fur la promelTe de fa fidelle afliftance, fi 
<£ luy & moy encourions dangier & befoign d’ayde , ce qu’il 
<c rompit , s’entendant fecretement au les nos ennemis rebel- 
t£ les , qu’attemtprient contre fa vie , & pour cell effed pris 
** les armes , & ont porte les bannieres defploiees , contre 
<£ nous , je revoque aufii tout autre don que je luy ai fait de 
conte de Morton fur promeffes de fes bons ferviceS a adve- 
nir, & entends que la dite Conte foit reunie a la couronne, 
“ fi elle fe trouve y partenir , comme fes trahifons tant en la 
* £ mort de mon feu Mary, que en mon baniffenient, & 
<e pourfuit de la mien ne Pont merite. Et defends a mon 
<£ filz de ce jamays fervire de luy pour la hayne qu’il aye 
** a fes parents, la quelle je crains ne s’eftende jufques a 
* £ luy, le connoiflant du tout affedionne aux ennemi^ de 
** mon droite en ce roy'aume, du quel il eft penconnaire. 

“ Je recommende mon nepveu Francois Stuart a mon 
“ filz, et lui commande detenir pres de luy et s’enfervir , 
<£ et je lui laiffe le bien du conte de Boduel fon oncle , 
“ en refped qu’il eft de mon fang, mon filled, et ma 
efte laifie en tutelle par fon pere. 

“ Je declare que mon frere baftard Robert Abbe de St. 
" Croix n’a eu que par circonvention Orkcnay , et que le 
“ ne fut jamays mon intention , comme il apert par la re- 
** vocation que j’ay fayte depuys , et ete auffi faite d’avant 
<c la afge de xxv. ans , ce que j’aimois deliberer fi il ne 
tc m’euffent prenner par prifon de fe de defayre aulx eftats" 
<£ je veulx done que Orkenay foit reunie a la couronne 
<£ comme une de plus neceffaires pour mon filz > & fans 
“ mayfon ne poutra etre bien tenue. 
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<£ . te filles de Morra 'ne parvient acceffi heriter, ains 
revient la conte a la Couronne, fi il Iuy pleft luy don- 
“ ner fa ou fille en marriafge , et il nome 1’enfienne 
“ iigne. 

N\ XXXIV. (Vol. IT. p. 327.) 

A letter from Mr. Archibald Douglas to the Queen 
of Scotts 

PlEASE your majefty, I received your letter of the 
date the isth of Nov. and in like manner has feen feme 
part of the contents of one other of the fame date , di- 
redted to IVlonf. de IMovilir, ambaflador for his majefty 
the molt Chriftian king, both which are agreeable to your 
princely dignity, as by the one your highness defires to 
know the true caufe of my banifhment, and offers unto me 
all favour if I fhould be innocent of the heinous fadts com- 
mitted in the perfon of your husband of good memory, fo 
by the other the faid ambaflador is willed to declare unto 
me, if your husband's murder could be laid jufily againft 
me , that you could not follicit in my caufe , neither yet 
for any perfon that was participant of that execrable fadt, 
but would feek the revenge thereof, when you fhould have 
.any means to do it; your ma jelly’s offer, if I be innocent 
of that crime, is moft favourable, and your defire to know 
the truth of the fame is moft equitable; and therefore that 
1 fhould with all my fimplicity , fmcerity and truth anfwer 
thereunto is moft reafonable , to the end that your princely 
dignity may be my Help, if my innocence fhall fuflficiently 
appear, and procure my condemnation, if I be culpable fa 
any matter, except in the knowledge of the evil difpofed 
minds of the moft part of your nobility againft your faid hus- 
band , and not revealing of it; which I am afTured was 
fufficiently known to hinifelf, and to all that had judgment 

* * April Hart. Lib. 37. B. 9 . fo. 12 c. 
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never fo little in that realme; which alfo I wn eonftrained 
to underftand , as he , that was fpecially employed betwixt 
the carl Morton, and a good number of your nobility, 
that they might with all humility intercede at your majefty’i 
• hand for his relief, in fuch matters as are more fpecially 
contained in the declaration following , which I am eonftrained 
for niy juftification, by this letter to call to your majefty’* 
remembrance. Notwithftanding that I am allured, to my. 
grief, the reading thereof will not fmally offend your princely 
mind. It may pleafe your majefty to remember, that in the 
year of God, 1466, the faid earl of Morton, with divers 
other nobility and gent, were declared rebels to vour ma- 
jefty, and banifhed your realme for infolent mprder com- 
mitted in your majefty ’s own chamber, which they alledged 
was done by cpmmand of your husband, who notwithftanding 
affirmed that he was compelled by them to fubferibe the 
warrant given for that effetft , howfoever the truth of that 
matter remains amongft them ; It appertains not to me at 
this time to be curious ; true it is that I was one of that num- 
ber, that heavily offended againft your majefty, and palled 
into France the time of our banifhment, at the defire of 
the reft, to humbly pray your brother the moft Chriftian 
king to intercede that our offences might be pardoned, and 
your mnjefty’s clemency extended towards us, albeit divets 
of no fmall reputation , in that realm? , was of the opinion, 
that the faid fatft merited neither to be requifite for, nor 
yet pardoned, Always fuch was the careful mind of his* 
majefty towards the quietnef$ of that realm , that the dea- 
ling in that caufe was committed to Mans, de Movifir , 
who was diredled at that time to go into Scotland, tp 
congratulate the happy birth of your fon , whom Almighty 
God of his gopdnefs may long preferve in happy eftat;e 
and perpetual felicity; the careful travail of the faid de Mo- 
vifir was fo effedual , and your majefty’s mind fo inclined 
to mercy, that within fhort fpace thereafter, 1 was per- 
mitted to repair in Sfptland, tp deal with earls Murray, 
Athol, Bodvel, Arguile, and fecretary Ledington, in the 
name and behalf of the faid eatl Morton, lords Reven, 
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Lindfay, and remanent complefis* that they might make 
offer in the name* of the (aid earl, of any matter that 
might fatisfy your majefty’s wrath , and procure your cle- 
mency to be extended in their favours } at my coming to 
them , after 1 had opened the effeft of my meffage , they 
declared that the marriage betwixt you and your husband 
had been the occafion already of great evil in that realme, 
and if your - husband fhould be fuffered to follow the ap- 
petite and mind of fnch as was about him , that kind of 
dealing might produce with time worfe effects j for help- 
ing of fuch inconvenience that might fall out by that kind 
of dealing, they had thought it convenient to join them, 
felves in league and band with fome other noblemen, re- 
folved to obey your majefty as their natural fovereign, and 
have nothing to do with your husband’s command whatfo- 
ever, if the faid earl would for himfelf enter into that band 
and confederacy with them , they could be content to 
humbly requeft and travel by all means with your majefty 
for his pardon, but before they could any farther proceed, 
they defired to know the fald carl’s mind herein ; when I 
had anfwered , that he nor his friends , at my departure , 
could not know that any fuch like matter would be pro- 
ponit, and therefore was not inftru&ed what to anfwer 
therein, they defired that 1 ffieuld return fufficiently in- 
flrutffed in thisji^tter to Sterling, before the baptifm of 
your fon, whomt God might preferve; this meffage was 
faithfully delivered to me at Newcaftlo in England , where 
the foid earl then remained , in prefence of hi9 friends and 
oompany, where they all condefeended to have no far- 
ther dealing with yoar husband , and to enter into the 
faid band. With this deliberation I returned to Ster- 
ling, where at the requeft of the molt Chriftian King and 
the Queen’s majefty of England by their ambaffadors pre- 
fent, your majefty’s gracious pardon was granted unto then* 
all , under condition always that they fhould remain banilhed 
forth of the realme , the fpace of two years , and farthee 
during your majefty’s pleafure , which limitation was after 
mitigated at the humble requeft of your own nobility , ft. . 
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that immediately after the faid earl of Morton repaired 
into Scotland to Quhittingaime , where the carl of Bodvell 
and fecretary Ledington come to him ; what fpeech pafled 
there amongft them , as God (hall be my judge , 1 knew 
nothing at that time, but at their departure I was requefted 
by the faid earl Morton to accompany the earl Bodvell and 
fecretary to Ederrbprgh , and to return with fuch anfwer as 
they Ihould obtain of your majefty, which being given to 
me by the faid perfons , as God fiiall be my judge , was 
no other than thefe words , “ Schaw to the earl Morton 
“ that the Queen will hear no fpeech of that matter ap- 
“ pointed unto him ; ” when I crafit that the anfwer might' 
be made more feniible , fecretary Ledington faid , that the 
earl would fufficiently underftand it, albeit few or none at 
that time underftand what pafled amongft them. It is known 
to all men , als veill be raiding letters pafled betwixt the 
faid earl and Ledington when they become in divers factions, 
as alfo ane buck fet furth by the minifters wherein they 
affirm that the earl of Morton has confefled to them, before 
his death , that the earl Bodvell come to Quhittingaime to 
prepon the calling away off the king your husband, to the 
which propofition the faid earl of Morton affirms that he 
could give no anfwer unto fuch time he might know your 
majefty’s mind therein , which he never received. As to the 
abominable murder, it is known too by dif depofitions of 
many perfons that were executed to the death for the com- 
mitting thereof, that the fame was executed by them, and 
at the command of fuch of the nobility , as had fubferivit 
band for that effedt ; by this unpleafant declaration , the 
mod part thereof known to yourfelf, and the remainder 
may be underftood by the aforefaid witnefles that was ex- 
amined in torture , and that are extant in the cuftody of 
the ordinary judges in Scotland , my innocency fo far as may 
concern any fadt does appear fufficiently to your majefty. 
And as for iny dealing aforefaid , I can be no otherwife 
charged therein , but as what would accufe the veffel that 
pireferves the vine from harm , for the intemperancy of fuch 
immoderately ufc the fame. As for the fpecial caufe of 
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my banilhment , I think the fame has proceeded upon ane 
opinion conceived , that I was able to accufe the earl of 
Morton of fo much matter as they alledge himfelf to have 
confefled before he died , and would not be induced , for 
lofs of reputation , to perform any part thereof. If this be 
the occafion of my trouble , as I fuppofe it is , what pu- 
nifhment I fhould deferve , I remit me to your majelly’s 
better judgment , who well knows how careful ever ilk gentle- 
man fhould be of his fame, reputation and honour , and 
how far ever ilk man fhould abhor the name of a pultroun , 
and how indecent it would have been to me to accufe the earl 
of Morton , being fo near of his kin , notwithftandiag all 
the injuries I was conftrained to receive at his hand all the 
time of his government, and for no other caufe , but for 
(hewing of particular friendfhip to particular friends in the 
time of the laft cruel troubles in Scotland. Sorry I be now 
to accufe him in any matter being dead , and more forry 
that being on lyff, be fuch kind of dealing obtained that 
name of Ingrate. Always for my own part I have been ba- 
nifhed my native country thofe three years and four months, 
living in anxiety of mind , my holl guds in Scotland , which 
were not fmall , intermittit and difpofit upon , and has 
continually fince the time 1 was relieved out of my laft 
troubles at the defire of Mons r . de MoviGr, attended to 
know your majefty’s pleafure , and to wait upon what 
fervice it Ihould pleafe your majefty for to command. Up- 
on the 8th of April inft. your good friend fecretary Wal- 
finghame has declared unto me , that her highnefs tho’t 
it expedient that I fhould retire myfelf where I pleafed, I 
declared unto him I had no means whereby I might perform 
that defire, till fuch time as I fhould receive it from yout 
majefty. Neither knew I where it would pleafe your high, 
nefs to direct me , until fuch time as 1 fhould have received 
further information from you. Upon this occafion , and 
partly by permilfion , I have taken the hardrefs to write 
this prefent letter , whereby your majefty may underftand 
any part of my troubles paft , and ftrait prefent. As to 
my intention future , 1 will never deny that I am fully re- 
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fdvcd to fpend the reft of my days in your majefty’s fef- 
rice , and the king your Ton’s , wherrfoever 1 fiiali be di- 
rected by your majefty , and fo^ the better performing 
thereof, if fo fhall be her majefty’s pleafure , to recom- 
mend the tryal of my innocency , and examination of the 
verity of the preceding narration , to the king your fon , 
•with requeft that I may be pardoned for fuch offences as 
concerned your majefty’s fervice , and var common to all men 
the time of his les atge and perdonit to all , except to me* 

I Ihould be the bearer thereof myfelf, and be directed in 
whatfoever fervice it fhould pleafe your majefty for to com- 
mand. Mod humble I befeech your majefty for to confider 
hereof, and to be fo gracious as to give order, that I may 
have means to ferve your majefty according to the fincerity 
of my meaning, and fo expecting your majefty’s anfwer, 
after the killing your hand with all humility, I take leave* 
from London. 

N # . XXXV. (Vol. II. p. 335 ) 

A letter from Sir Amias Fa\Vlet 

v 

S I R , 

I Did forbear, according to your direction figriifted iff 
your letters of the fourth of this prefent , to proceed to the 
execution of the contents of Mr. Waade’s letters unto you, 
for the difperfing of this lady’s unneceffary fervants , and 
for the feaftng of her money, wherein 1 was bold to write 
linear you my fimple. opinion (although in vain as it now 
Falletb out ) , by my letters cf the yth of this inftant, which 
I doubt not are with you before this time; - but upon the 
receipt of your letters of the yth which came not unto my 
hands untilt the 8th in the evening , by reafon , as did 
appear by indorfement, that they had been jniftaken ; and 

** Origin. Cal. C. a. 

were 
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were fent back to Windfor , after they were entered into the 
way towards me , I conlidered , that being accompanied only 
by my own fervants , it might be thought that they would be 
intreated to fay as I would command them, and therefore 
1 thought good , for my better dilcharge in thefe money- 
matters, to crave the afliftance of Mr. Richard Baggot, who 
repairing unto me the next morning, we had accefs to this 
Queen , whom we found in her bed , troubled afeer the 
old manner with a defluxion, which was fallen down into 
the fide of her neck, and had bereft her of the ufe of one 
of her hands, unto whom I declared, that upon occafiort 
of her former practices, doubting left (he would perfift 
therein by corrupting underhand fome bad members of this 
Rate , I was exprelly commanded to take her money into 
my hands , and to reft anfwerable for it , when it Brail be 
required : advifing her to deliver the faid money unto me 
with quietnefs. After many denials , many exclamations , 
and many bitter words againft you ( I fay nothing of her raili 
ling againft myfelf) j with flat affirmation that her majelty 
might have her body , but her heart fhe fhould never have, 
refufing to deliver the key of the cabinet , I called my 
fervants, and fent for bars to break open the door, where- 
upon fhe yielded, and caufing the door to be opened, I 
found there in the coffers, mentioned in Mr. Waade’s re- 
membrance, five rolls of canvas, containing five thoufand 
French crowns , and two leather bags, whereof the one 
had, in gold, one hundred and four pounds two ffvllings , 
and the other had three pounds in filver , which bag of lilvef 
Was left with her, affirming that fhe had no more money in 
this houfe , and that fhe was indebted to her fervants for 
their wages. Mr. Waade’s note maketh mention of ; rolls 
left in Curie’s chamber, s wherein, no doubt, he was 
mifreckoned , which is evident as well by the teftimonies 
and oaths of diverfe perfons, as alfo by probable conjetft r;s; 
fo as in truth we found only two rolls, every o which 
containeth one thoufand crowns, which was this Qu en's 
guifte to Curie’s wife, at her marriage. 'I her; is foi^jai m 

> s Ceric can tell you the truth of this matter. 
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Naw’s chamber, in a cabinet, a chain worth by eftimation 
one hundred pounds , and in money , in one bag nine hun- 
dred pounds , in a fecond bag two hundred fourfcore and fix 
pounds eighteen (hillings. All the forefaid parcels of money 
are bellowed in bags, and fealed by Mr. Richard Baggot, 
faving five hundred pounds of Naw’s money, which I referve 
in my hands , for the ufe of this houfhold , and may be 
repayed at London , where her majefty (hall appoint , out of 
the money , received lately by one of my fervants , out of 
the Exchequer. 1 feared lelt the people might have difperfed 
this money in all this time , or have hidden the fame in 
fome fecret corners ; for doubt whereof , I had caufed all this 
(Queen’s family, from the higheft to the loweft, to be guarded 
in the feveral places where i found them , fo as yffl had not 
found the money with quietnefs , I had been forced to have 
fearch firft all their lodgings, and then their own perfons. I 
thank God with all my heart , as for a Angular blefling , that 
that falleth out fo well , fearing lelt a contrary fuccefs might 
have moved jame hard conceits in her majefty. 

Touching the difperfing of this Queen’s fervants, I truft 
I have done fo much , as may fuftice to fatisfy her majefty 
for the time, wherein I could not take any abfolute courfe, 
until I heard again from you , partly becaufe her majefty, 
by Mr. Waade’s letter, doth refer to your confideradon to 
return fuch as (hall be dil'charged to their feveral dwellings 
and countries, wherein, as it feemeth, you have forgotten 
to deliver your opinion; partly, for that as yet, 1 have re- 
ceived no anfwer from you, of your refolution, upon the 
view of the b'coctifh family fent unto yoli ; what perfons you 
wiil appoint to be difmift; only this 1 have done, 1 have 
beftowed all fuch as are mentioned in this bill inclofed in 
thi ee or four feveral rooms , as the fame may fuffice to contain 

them, and that their meat and drink (hall be brought unto 

then, by my fervants. It may pleafe you, to advertife me 
by j our next letters , in what fort , and for what courfe , I 
lhall mak. their palfports , as alfo, if they fhall fay that 
tley ary unpaid of their wages, what I fhall do therein. 
It is fuid that they have been accuftumed to be paid of their 
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Wages at Chriftmas, for the whole year.” Her majefty’s 
charge will be fotnewhat diminifhed by the departure of 
this people , and my charge by this occafion , will be the 
more eafy. Rut the perfons, all fave Baftian , are fuch filly . 
and fimple fouls, as there was no great caufe to fear their 
practices, and upon this ground, I was of opinion, in my 
former letters , that all this difmifled train lhoul<j have fol- 
lowed their miftrefs, until the next remove, and there to 
have been difeharged upon the fudden , for doubt that the 
Paid remove might be delayed , yf fhe did fear , or expect 
any hard meafure. * 

Others (hall excufe their foolifh pity as they may; but 
for my part, I renounqg my part of the joys of heaven, yf 
in any thing that I have faid , written or done, I have 
had any other refped than the furtherance of her majefty’s 
fervice; and fo I (hall moil earneftly pray you to affirm 
for me,- as likewife for the not feafing of the money by 
Mr. Manners , the other commiffioners and myfelf. I 
truft Mr. Waade hath anfwered, in all humble duties - t 
for the whole company , that no one of us did fo much as 
think that our commiflion reaching only to the papers, we 
might be bold to touch the money , fo as there was no 
fpeech of that all to my knowledge, and as you know I 
was no commiflioner in this fearch, but had my hands full 
- at Tyxall, difereet fervants are not haftily to deal in great 
matters, without warrant, and efpecially where the caufe 
is fuch as the delay of it carried no danger. 

Your advertifement of that happy remove hath been greatly 
(comfortable unto me. I will not fay, in refped of myfelfj 
becaufe my private intereft hath no meafure of comparifon 
with her majefty’s fafety* and with the quiet of this realme. 
God grant a happy and fpeedy yflue to thefe good anci 
godly councels ; and fo 1 commit you to his merciful pro- 
tedion. From Chartley the roth of September 158 6. 

’* This lady hath good fibre of money at jprefent in the FrencU 
Ambaflador’s hands. 
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N\ XXXVI. ( Vol. II. p. 349 ) 

. Letter from the king of Scotts to Mr. Archibald 
Douglas his ambaffador in England, O&ober, 
15&6 iT . 

R E S E R V E up yourfelf na langer in the earned deal- 
ing for my mother , for ye have done it too long ; and 
think not that any your travellis^ can do |oode if hir life 
be taken , for then adeu with my dealing with thaime that 
are the fpecial inftrumentis thairof^and theirforc, gif ye 
looke for the contineuance of my favour towards you , 
fpair na pains nor plainnes in this cace , but redde my 
letter wrettin to Williame Keith, and conform yourfelf 
quhollie to the contends thairof, and in this requeift let 
me reap the frui&is of your great credit there, ather now 
or never. Fairwell. October, 1 5 8<S- 

• ^ * 

Letter to fir William Keith, ambaffador in Eng- 
land, probably from fecretary Maitland. Nov. 
27, 1586 

J^Y your letters fent by this bearer, (albeit concerning 
no pleafant fubjeft ) his majefty conceives well of youf 
earneltnefs and fidelity in your negotiations , as alfo of 
Mr. Archibald’s adlivity and diligence , whom you fo 
greatly praife and recommend. 1 wifh the iffue corref- 
pond to his Majefty’s opinion , your care and travell , 
and his > great diligence as you write. His majelty takes 
this rigorous proceeding againft his mother deeply in 
heart, as a matter greatly concerning him both in honour 
and otherwife. His highnelfes actions and behaviour utter 

57 Cott. Lib. Calie. C. 9. An Original in the king’s hand. 

,a A Copy in the Collett, of Ur A. Dick. Vol. A. fol. ai». 
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plainly not only how far nature prevails, hut alfo how he 
apprehends of the fequel of that procels, and Of what mo- 
ment he efteems it. There is an ambalfade fhortly to be 
direded , wherein will be employed an earl and two conn- 
fellors , on whofe anfwer will depend the continuance or 
riiftolution of the amity and good intelligence between the 
princes of this ifle. In the mean feafon , if farther ex- 
tremity be ufed, and his majefty’s fuit and requeft difdained, 
his highnefs will think himfelf diihonoured and contemned 
far belides his expectation and deferts. Ye may perceive 
his majefty’s difpofition by his letter to you , which you 
fhall impart to Mr. Archibald , and both deal according 
thereto. I need not to recommend to your care, concerning 
your matter’s fervice both in weill and in honour. As you 
and your colleague fhall behave yourfelf in this behalf, fo for 
my own part , will I interpret your affedion to your mafter. 
1 am glad of that I hear of yourfelf, and I do fully credit 
that you write of Mr. Archibald, whofe friends here make 
great account of his profefled devotion to the Queen. befides 
the duty he owes to the king’s majefty her fon. Farther I 
am conftrained to remit to next occafion , having fcarce time 
to fcribble thefe few lines (which of themfelves may bear 
witnefs of my hafte ). Wifhing you a profperous i(Tue of 
your negotiation , 1 commit you , &c. Halyrudhoufe , 
Nov. 27th, iy8<S. 

The people , and all eftates here are fo far moved by 
the rigorous proceedings againft the Queen, that his ma- 
jefty , and all that have credit are importuned , and may 
not go abroad for exclamations again.ft them , and iropro. 
cations againft the Queen of England. 
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N\ XXXVII. {Vol. II.) p. 353. 

To the king’s majefty, from Mr. ArchibakJ 
Douglas ”, 

LEASE your majefty, I received your Jettcr of the date 
the 2$th of September, the yth ofOdtober, which was the 
fame dav that I directed W”. Murray towards your highnefs, 
by fuch letters as he carried , and others of feveral dates , 
your majefty may perceive that I had omitted nothing fa 
far as my travel might reach unto , anent the performing 
of the two chief points contained the faid letter befor the 
receic thereof, which by thefe prefents I muft repeat for 
anfwering of the faidis. As to the firft, fo far as may con- 
cern the interceding for the Queen your majefty’s mother 
her life , I have divers times and in every audience travelled 
V'ith this Queen in that matter , fpecially to know what her 
full determination muft be in that point, and could never 
bring her to any further anfvver , but that this proceeding 
againft her by order of juftice was no lefs againft her mind, 
than againft their will that loved her belt : as towards her 
life file could give no anfwe/ thereunto , untill fuch time as 
the law hath declared whether fhe was innocent or guilty. 
Herewithal it was her pleafure thus far to inform me, that 
it was a number of the aflbeiants that earneftly prefled her 
that the law might proceed againft her, giving realbns that 
fo long as file was fuffered to deal in matters , fo long 
•would never this realme be in quiet , neither her life , 
neither this ftate in aflurance , and in the end they ufed this 
proteftation that if fhe would not in this matter follow their 
advice , that they fhould remain without all blame whatfoever 
ihould fall out ; whereupon fhe had granted them liberty 
to proceed , left fuch as had made the requeft , might 

” K Oct. M 86 . From the Original in the colkft. of Cr A. Dic>U 
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hereafter have charged herfelf with inconvenience if any fhould 
happen. 

And by myfelf I know this her fpeech to be true , be- 
caufe both papift and proteftant has behaved them , as it 
hath been her pleafure to declare , but upon divets re- 
fpecls , the one to avoid fufpicion that otherwife was con- 
ceived againlt them , the other upon zeal , and care that they 
will be known to have for prefervation of their fovereign’s 
life and Rate in this perilous time, upon confideration 
whereof, I have been conftrained to enter into feme deal- 
ing with both , wherewith I made her majefty acquainted ; 
the proteftants , and fuch as in other matters will be known 
to bear no fmall favour unto your majefty’s fervice , hath 
prayed that they may be excufed from any dealing in the 
contrary of that , which by their oath they have avowed , 
and by their fpeech to their fovereign requeued for , and 
that before my coming in this country ; if they fhould 
now otherwife do, it would produce no better effed but to 
make them fubjed to the accufation of their fovereign , 
when it fhould pleafe her to do it , of their inconftancy , 
in giving councell whereby they might incur the danger of ill 
councellors and be confequent worthy of punifhment. Such 
of the papifts, as I did deal with, went immediately, and 
told her majefty what I had fpoken to them , who albeit fhe 
underftood the matter of before , fent for me and declared 
to me my own fpeech that I had uttered to them r willing 
me for the weil of my maifter’s fervice to abftain from 
dealing with fuch , as were not yet fufficiently moved to think 
of my matter as fhe did. I craved leave of her majefty , 
that l might inform them of your majefty’s late behaviour 
towards her , and the ftate of this realnie , whereunto with , 
feme difficulty fhe gave her confent. At my late departure 
from court , which was upon the $th of this inftant , and the 
day after that the lords of this grand jury had taken their 
leaves of her majefty to go northward to Fothringham , it 
was her pleafure to promife to have further fpeech in this 
matter at the returning of the fin'd lords , and to give full 
anfwer according to your majefty’s contentment to the. 
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remainder matters , that I had proDonit in name of your ma- 
jefty, As to the 2 d part concerning the affociation, and 
defire that the promife made to the mailer of Gray concerning 
■your maiefty’s title mav be fulfilled ; it appears by the faid 
letter, that the very point , whereupon the quetlion that may 
bring your majefty’s title in doubt hath not been rightly at 
the writing of the Paid letter confutered , which 1 take to have 
proceeded for lack of reading of the act of parliament, wherein 
is fulfilled all the promife made by rhe Queen to the faid 
mailer , and nothing may now caufe any doubt to arife 
againft your faid title, except that an opinion ihould be con- 
ceived by thefe lords of this parliament that are fo vehement at 
this time againft the Queen vour majeftv's mother, that 
your majefty is, or may be proved hereafter affirming to her 
proceedings , and fome that love your majefty’s fervice were 
of that opinion that too earned requeft ruight move a ground, 
■whereupon fufpicions might grow in men fo ill affedted in 
that matter , which I tho’t might be helped by obtaining 
of a declaration in parliament of your majefty’s innocence 
at this time , and by reafon that good nature and public 
honefty would conftrain you to intercede for the Queen your 
mother , which would carry with itfelf , without any further, 
fome fufpicion that might move ill affeifted men to doubt. In 
my former letters 1 humbly craved of your maj-.fty that fome 
learned men in the laws , might be moved to advife with 
the words of the affociation , and the mitigation contained 
in the adl of parliament, and withall to advife what fuff 
picious effedls your majefty’s requeft might work in thelfe 
choleric men at this time , and how their minds might be 
bed moved to receive reafon ; and upon all thefe Confiderations 
they might have formed the words of a declarator of your 
majefty’s innocence to be obtained in this parliament , and 
failing thereof, the very words of a proteftation for the fame 
effedt that might befl ferve for your majelty’s fervice , and 
for my better information. Albeit this was my fimple opinion, 
1 fhall be contented to follow any diretftion it fhall pleafe 
your majefty to give ; I have already opened the fubllance 
feereof to the Queen of his realme , who feems not to b^ 
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offended herewith , and hath granted liberty to deal therein 
with fuch of the parliament as may remain in any doubt of 
mind. This being the fum of my proceedings in this matter, 
befides the remainder , contained in other letters of feveral 
dates, I am condrained to lay the whole open before your 
majedy , and to humbly pray that full information may be 
fent unto me what further to do herein ; in this middle time , 
while 1 fhall receive more ample direction 1 fhall proceed 
and be doing according to fuch diredion as I have already 
received. And fo , mod gracious fovereign , wifhing unto 
your in ’jetty all happy fuccefs in your affairs, I humbly take 
my leave from London, 16th of OdV. this i^8<S. Your 
jnajefty’s mod humble fubjetd and obed 1 fervant. 


A memorial for his majetty by the matter of 

/"'t to' 

Gray , - , 

Jt will pleafe your majedy , T have tho’t mceter to fet down 
all things as they occur , and all advertifemencs as they 
come to my ears, then jointly in a lettre. 

1 came to Vare the 2 4-th of Dcc r , and fent to W™ 
Keith , and I\lr, Archibald Douglas to advertife the Queen 
of it , lik as they did at their audience. She promifed the 
Queen your majedy’s mother’s life fhould be fpared till 
we were heard. The 27th they came to Vare to me , 
the which day Sir Rob*, came to Vare, where they fhewed 
us how far they had already gone in their negociation, 
but for that the difeourfe of it is fet down in our general 
letter , I remit me to it , only this far I will tedify unto 
your majedy that W m . Keith hath ufed himfelf right ho- 
nedly and wifely til! our coming, refpeCting all circum- 
dances, and chiefly his colleague his dealing , which indeed 
is not better than your majedy knows already. 

The 29th day of Decc. we came to London, where 

<• f 2 Jan. is86. An Original in bis own hand fn the eollefit. of 
dir A. Dick. Vol. A. fol. 223. 
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we were no ways friendly received , nor after the honeft 
fort it has pleafed your majefty ufe her ambaffadors; never 
man fent' to welcome or convey us. The fame day we 
underflood of Mr. de Bellievre his leave taking , and for 
that the cuftom permitted not, we fent our excufes by Mr. 
George Young. 

The ift day of JanY. W m . Keith and his colleague 
according to the cuftom fent to crave our audience. We 
received the anfwer contained in the general letter , and 
could not have anfwer till the 6th day , what was done 
that day your majefty has it in the general , yet we was 
not out of efperance at that time , albeit we received hard 
anfwers. 

The 8th day we fpeak with the earl of I.eicefter, where 
our conference was , as is fet down in the general. I re- 
marked this , that he that day faid plainly the detaining 
of the Queen of Scotland prifoner was for that fhe pre- 
tended a fucceffion to this crown. Judge then by this, what 
is tho’t of your Majefty as ye fhall hear a little after. 

The 9th day we fpeak with the French ambaftador, whom 
we found very plain in making to us a wife difcourfe of all 
his proceedings , and Mr. de Bellievre we thanked him in 
your majefty’s name and opened fuch things as we had to 
treat with this Queen, fave the laft point, as mote largely 
fet down by our general. 

It is tho’t here , and fome friends of your majefty’s ad- 
vifed me , that Bellievre his negociation was not effectual , 
and that the refident was not privy to it , as indeed I 
think is true, for fince Bellievre his perting, there is a talk 
of this Chafteauneuf his fervants taken with his whole papers 
and pacquets , which he was fending in France for that they 
charge him with a confpiracy of late againft the Queen 
here her life. It is alledged his fervant has confeffed the 
matter , but whom I fhall truft 1 know not , but till I fee 
proof I fhall account him an honeft man , for indeed fo he 
appears , and one ( without doubt ) who hath been very 
inftant in this matter. 1 fhew him that the Queen and earl 
of Leicefter had deOred to fpeak with me in private, and 
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eraved his opinion ; he gave it freely that he tho’t ic meetefl, 
I fhew him the reafon why I communicate that to him , 
for that I had been fufpeded by fome of her majefty’s 
friends in France to have done evil offices in her fervice , 
that he fhould be my witnefs that my earneft dealing in 
this fhould be a fufficient teftimony that all was lyes , and 
that this knave Naue who now had betrayed her , had in 
that done evil offices ; he defired me , feeing fhe faw only 
with other folks eyes , that I fhould no ways impute it to 
her , for the like fhe had done to himfelf by Nauc his per- 
fuafion. 1 anfvgered he fhould be my witnefs in that. 

The 9th day we fent to court to crave audience, which 
we got the 10th day; at the firft , fhe faid a thing long 
looked for fhould be welcome w hen it comes , I would now 
fee your malter’s offers. I anfwered , no man makes oilers 
but for fome caufe; we would, and like your ntajefty, firft 
know the caufe to be extant for which we offer, and like- 
wife that it be extant till your majcfly has heard us. I 
think it be extant yet , but I will not promife for an hour, 
but you think to fhift in that fort. I anfwered we mind 
nofr to fhift , but to offer front our fovereign all things that 
wy h reafon may be; and in fpecial , we offered as is fet 
down in our general , all was refufed and tho’t nothing. 
She called on the three that were in the houfe, the earl 
ofLeicefter, my lord admiral, and chamberlain, and very 
defpitefully repeated all our offers in prefonce of them all. 
I opened the lalt part and faid , Madam , for what refpect is 
it that men deal againft your perfon or elfate for her caufe ? 
She anfwered , bccaufe they think fhe fhall fucceed to me , 
and for that fhe is a papift ; appearingly faid 1 both the 
caufes may be removed , fhe faid fhe would be glad to un- 
derftand it. If flladam , faid I , all that fhe has of right 
of fuccefTion were in the king our fovereign’s perfon, were 
not all hope of papifts removed ? She anfwered , I hope 
fo. Then Madam I think the Queen his mother fhall 
willingly demit all her rights in his perfon. She anfwered 
fhe hath no right , for fhe is declared unhabil. Then I 
faid , if fhe have no right , appearingly the hope ceafes 
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already , fo that it is not to be feared that any man attempe 
for her. The Queen anfwered , biit the papifts allow not 
our declaration ; then let it fall , fays I , in the king’s per- 
fon by her affignation. The earl of Leicefter anfwered, 
fhe is a prifoner , how can fhe demit ? I anfwered the de- 
miftion is to her fon , by the advice of all the friends fhe 
has in Europe, and in cafe, as God forbid , that any attempt 
cuttis the Queen here away , who fhall party with her? to 
prove the demiflion or affignation to be ineffedual, her fon 
being oppofite party and having all the princes her friends for 
him , having bonded for the efficacy of it with his majefty of 
before. The Queen made as fhe could not comprehend 
my meaning , and fir Rob' opened the matter again , fhe yet 
made as tho’ fhe underftood not. So the earl of Leicefter 
anfwered that our meaning was , that the king fhould be put 
in his mother’s place. Is it fo , the Queen anfwered , then 
I put myfelf in a worfe cafe than of before ; by God’s paf- 
fion , that were to cut my own throat, and for a dutchy, 
or an earldom to yourfelf, you or fuch as you would caufe 
fome of your defperate knaves kill nte. No, by God , he 
lhall never be in that place. I anfwered he craves noting 
of your majefty but only of his mother. The earl of Leicefter 
anfwered that were to make him party to the Queen my 
miftrefs. I faid , he will be far more party , if he be in 
her place thro’ her death. She would flay no longer , but 
faid fhe fliould not have a worfe in his mother’s place. 
And faid , tell your king what good I have done for him 
in holding the crown on his head fince he was born , and 
that I mind to keep the league that now ftands between 
us, and if he break it fhall be a double fault, and with 
this minded to have bidden us a farewell ; but we achevit 
(i. eft. finifhed arguing upon this point). And I fpake 
craving of her that her life may be fpared for 15 days ; 
fire refufed. Sir Rob* craved for only eight days , fhe faid 
not for an hour ; and fo geid her away. Your majefty fees 
we have delivered all we had for offers, but all is for 
nothing , for fhe and her councel has laid a determination 
that they mind to follow forth , and I fee it comes rather 
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of her cohncel than herfelf , which I like the worfe ; for 
without doubt, fir, it fhall cut off all friendfhip ye had 
here. Altho’ it were that once they had meaned well to 
your majefty , yet remembering themfelves, that they have 
medled with your mother’s blood , good faith they cannot 
hope great good of yourfelf, a thing in truth I am forty for; 
further your majefty may perceive by this laft difcourfe of 
that 1 proponit , if they had meaned well to your majefty , 
they had ufed it otherwife than they have done , for reafon 
has bound them. But I dare not write all. I mind fome- 
thing to fpeak in this matter , becaufe we look lhurly our 
letters lhall be truflit by the way. 

For that I fee private credit nor no means can alter their 
determination , altho’ the Queen again and the earl of Lei- 
cefter has delired to fpeak with me in particular ; I mind not 
to fpeak , nor lhall not ; but afluredly fhall let all men fee 
that I in particular was no ways tyed to England , but for 
the refped of your majefty’s fervice. So albeit , at this 
time , I could not effeduate that 1 defired , yet my upright 
dealing in it fhall be manifefted to the world. We are , 
God willing, then to crave audience, where we mind to 
ufe lharply our inftrudions , which hitherto we have ufed 
very calmly, for we can, for your honour’s caufe, fay no 
lefs for your majefty , than the French amballador has 
laid for his mafter. 

So I pray your majefty confider my upright dealing in 
your fervice, and not the effed, for had it been doable 
( i. e. poflible to be done) by any I might have here 
had credit, but being I came only for that caufe I will 
not my credit lhall ferve here to any further purpofe. I 
pray God preferve your majefty and fend you a true and 
fincere friendfhip. From London this 12 th of Jan. i;86. 

I underftand the Queen is to fend one of her own to 
your majefty. 
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To the right hon. my lord vice-chancellor and 
fecretary to his majefty , from the mailer of 
Gray **. 

My lord , I fend you thefe lines with this inclofed to 
his majefty , whereby your lordfliip fhall underftand how 
fiiatters goes here. And before all things I pray your lord; 
fliip move his majefty to refpedt my diligence , and not 
the eff'eift in this negociation, for I fwear if it had been 
for the crown of England to myfelf I could do no more* 
and let not unfriends have advantage of me , for the 
world fhall fee that I loved England for his majefty’s 
fervice only. I look fhortly to find your lordfhip friend as 
ye made promife, and by God I fhall be to you if 1 can; 
W m . Keith and I devyfed, If matters had gone well, to have 
run a eourfe that your lordfhip might have here been ift 
credit and others difappointed , but now I will do for you 
as for myfelf; which is to care for no credit here, for in 
confcience they mean not honeftly to the king our fove; 
reign, and if they may* he will go get his mother is 
gone or fhortly to go * therefore my lord without all kind 
of fcruple I pray you to advife him the heft is not this way; 
They fay here , that it has been faid by one who heard it 
from you, that ye defired not the king and England to 
agTee , becaufe it would rack the noblemen , and gave an 
example of it by king James the fourth , I anfwered in your 
name that I was affured you never had fpoken it; Mr. Archi; 
bald is the fpeaker of it, who 1 allure your lordfhip has 
been a poifon in this matter, for they lean very mickle to * 
his opinion. He cares not, he fays, for at length the king 
will be fain to deal this Way, either by fair means or nec<f- 
fity , fo that when he deals this eourfe he is affured to bd 
welcome ; to fet down all that is part of the like purpofes ,• 
it would confume more paper than I have here, fo 1 defer 

4 ‘ 12th Jan. I5SS, an Original in the Collett, of Gr A, Dick; 
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!t to meeting. There is a new cor.fpiracy alledged againft 
the Queen to have been intended, for the French ambaffador 
relident three of his men taken, but I think in the end it 
lhall prove nothing. Mr. Stafford who is ambaffador for 
this Queen in France, is touched with it, his brother is 
taken here, always it has done this harm in our negociadon 
that all this council would not move this Queen to meddle 
with the Queen of Scotland’s blood , till this invention was 
found forth. I remit all other things to the inclofed. We 
minded to have fent to his majefty a difeourfe, which we 
have fet down of all our proceedings fince our hither com- 
ing, but we are furely advertized that the bearer is to be 
truiTed by the way for our pacquets , fo that we defer it till 
our own coming 5. this I have put in a privy part befide the 
pacquet. We fhall I think take leave on Fryday the i?th 
day, where we mind exadly to follow the rigour of our 
ir.ftrudtions , for it cannot Hand with the king’s honour that 
we fay lefs than the French ambaffador, which was, le roy 
nion maiftre ne peult moifts faire que fe refentir. So that 
about the 24th I think we lhall, God willing, be at home 
except that fome flay come which we look not for. The 
Queen and the earl of Leicefter has defired to fpeak with 
me. I refufed fave in prefence of my colleagues, by reafon 
I fee a determination which particular credit cannot help, 
and I crave no credit but for that caufe. It will pleafe your 
lordfhip retire the inclofed from his majefty and keep it. 

So after my fervice commended to yourfelf and bedfellow, 

1 commit you to God. From London the 12th of Jan. 1$ 

I 

To the king’s majefty, from fir Robert Melvil 

Jt may pleafe your majefty, fince the diretftion of our 
former letters, we had audience, and her majefty appeared 
to take our overtures in good part in prefence of her coun- 
cil i albeit no offers could take place with them, having 

** 20 th Jan. IS8£. An Original in hit own hand, in th< collcO. 
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taken refolution to proceed with extremity, not the lef* 
it pleafed her majefty to defire us to itay for two days 
on taking our leave , untill fhe had advifed upon our pro- 
politions > fince which time , her majefty is become more 
bard by fome letters fas we are informed) has come front 
Scotland, making fome hope to believe that your majefty 
takes not this matter to heart , as we know the contrary 
in effect, and had of before removed the like opinion out 
of her majefty’s mind , which by finifter information was. 
credited, thir reports has hindered our cornmilfion, and 
abufed this Queen, fearing in like manner we fhall be flay- 
ed until anfwer come from Scotland by fuch perfon as 
they have intelligence of. And albeit that it will be well 
enough known to all men how heavily your majefty takes 
this proceeding to heart, the truth is, that they have by 
this occalion fo perfuaded the Queen , that it is like to hin- 
der our negotiation. As alfo Alchinder (/'. e. Alexander) 
Steward is to be direded in their party, by our know- 
ledge, who has awantyt more of his credit, than 1 bejicve 
he may perform , and we wreat him to defift from this deal- 
ing , faying it does harm , and he is not mfeet for that pur- 
pofe, remitting to your majefty’s good diferetion to take 
order herein as we fhall be anfwcrable to your majefty not 
to omit any point we have in charge, as the truth is, the 
matter of Grhaye has behaved himfelf very uprightly and 
difcreetly in this charge, and evil taync with be divers in 
thefe parts who were of before his friends. We have been 
behalding to the menftrals who has born us beft company , 
but has not been troubled with others. Wylzeme Kethe 
hath left nothing undone that he hath in charge. As for 
mailer Archibald he has promifed at all times to do bis de- 
weyr , wherein he fhall find true report made to your ma- 
jeliy , craving pardon of your majefty that I have been fo 
tedious, after I have kitted your majefty’s hand I humbly 
take my leave. Praying God to grant your majefty many 
good days and happy, in whofe protection 1 commit your 
m.ijdly at London , the 20th of Jan. 15861 

S I R, 
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SIR, 

ALBEIT Matter George has not been in commiflion he is 
Rot inferior in his fervice to any of us, as well by his 
good advice and diligent care he takes for the advancement of 
your fervice , wherein we have not been a little furthered. 


To the king’s majefty, from the matter of Gray 
and Sir Robert Melvill **» 

LEASE it your ma jetty in the laft audience we had, 
fince our laft advertifeinent by W n .' Murray, we find her 
majefty at the refuming our offers fomething mitigated , and 
inclined to confider more deeply of them , before we got our 
leave , at our reafoning , certain of the council , namely, my 
lord Leicefter , fir Chriftopher Haton , my lord Hunfdon. and 
my lord Hawart being prefent in the chamber , gave little 
fiiow of any great contentment to heare from her former 
refolution , now caflin in perplolitie what fhe Ihould do , 
always we left her in that ftate , and fince have daily preffed 
conference with the whole council , which to this hour we 
have not yet obtained. This day we have fent down to 
crave our leave. The greateft hinder which our negotiation, 
has found hitherto is a perfuafion they have here that either 
your majefty deals fuperficialiy in this matter , or that with 
time ye may be moved to digeftit, which when with great 
difficulty we had expugnit , we find anew that certain letters 
Written to them of late from Scotland has found fome place of 
credit with them in our contrare. So that refolving now to 
clear them of that doubt by a fpecial meffage , they have 
made choice of Sir Alexander Stewart to try your highnefs’s 
meaning in it, and to perfuade your majefty to like of their, 
proceedings , where from no terror we can fay out unto him 
is able to divert him , he has given out that he has credit 
with your majefty, and that he doubts not to help this matter 

r!i . . . 1 

** 2 1 It Jan. 1586. An Original in the coIleQ. of fir A. Dick. Vol. 
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at your highnefs’s band. If he come there that errand, we 
think your majefty will not overfee the great difgrace that 
his attempts fhall give us here, if he be not tane order with 
before that he be further heard, and if fo be that any other 
be directed ( as our intelligence gives us there fhall ) our 
humble fuit is to your majefty, that it may pleafe your highnefs 
to hear of us what we find here, and at what point we leave 
this matter with her majefty, before that they find accidence, 
the caufes whereof remitting to our private letters. Wc 
commit your majefty for the prefent to God’s eternal pro- 
tection. From London this 21ft of Jan. i$ 86 > 


N\ XXXVIII. ( Vol. IL p. 360.) 

Copy of a letter from the earls of Shrewfbury 
and Kent, &c. touching their- proceedings with 
regard to the death of the Scottilh Queen , to 
her majehy’s council. 

It may pleafe your hon Mt good lordfhips to be advertifed, 
that, on Saturday the 4th of this prefent, I Robert Beale 
came to the houfe of me the earl of Kent in the county 
0 f to whom your lordfhips letter and meftage was de- 

livered, and her majefty’s commiffion {hewn; whereupon 
I the earl forthwith fent precepts for the flaying of fuch 
hues and crie as had troubled the country , requiring the 
officers to make flay of all fuch perfons , as fhould bring 
any fuch warrants without names, as before had been 
done , and to bring them to the next juftice of peace , to 
the intent that, upon their examination , the occafion and 
caufes of fuch fedftious bruites might be bolted out and 
known. It was alfo refolved that I the faid earl of Kent 
fhould, on the Monday following, come to Lylford to 
Mr, Elmes, to be the nearer and readier to confer with 
my lord of Shrewsbury. Sonday at night, 1 Robert 


Digitized by Google 


APPENDIX. 


171 

Beale came to Fotheringay , where after the communicat- 
ing the commiflion, &c. unto us fir Amice Pawlet and fir 
Drue Drury, by reafon that fir A. Pawlet was hut late re- 
covered and not able to repair to the earl of Shrewsbury , 
being then at Orton, fix miles off; it was thought good 
that we fir Drue Drury and Robert Beale fhould go unto 

him, which we did on morning; and together with 

the delivery of her majcfty’s commiffion , and your lord- 
fhip’s letter imparted unto him what both the earl of Kent 
and we thought meet to be done in the caufe, praying 
his lordfhip hither the day following , to confer with me 
the faid earl, concerning the fame; which his lordfhip 
promifed. And for the better colouring of the matter , I 
the faid earl of Shrewsbury fent to Mr. Beale, a juftice of 
peace of the county of Huntingdon next adjoining , to whom 
I communicated that warrant , which Robert Beale had under 
your lordfhip’s hands, for the flaying of the hues and cries, 
requiring him to give notice thereof to the town of Peter- 
borough, and efpecially unto the juftices of peace of Hun- 
tingdonshire , and to caufe the purfuers and bringers of fuch 
Warrants to be flayed, and brought to the next juftice of 
peace ; and to bring us word to Fotheringay caftle on Wed- 
ncfday morning what he had done, and what he fhould in 
the mean time underftand of the authors of fuch bruitest 
Which like order , I alfo fir Amias Pawlet had taken on 
Monday morning in this towm , and other places adjoining. 
The fame night , the fheriff of the county of Northampton 
upon the receit of your lordfhip’s letter came to Arundel , and 
letters were fent to me the earl of Kent of the earl of Shrews- 
bury's intention and meeting here on Tuefday by noon; 
and other letters were alfo fent with their lordfhips affent 
to fir Edward Montague, fir Ri hard Knightly , Mr. Tho. 
Brudenell , &c. to be here on Wednefday by eight of the 
clock in the morning, at which time it was thought meet tha* 
the execution fhould be. So upon Tuefday, We the earls 
came hither , where the fheriff met us ; and upon conference 
between us it was refolved , that the care for the fending for 
the furgeons , and other neceffary provifion fhould be com- 
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mitted unto him againft the time. And we forthwith repaired 
unto her, and firlt in the prelence of herfelf and her folks , 
to the intent that they might fee and report hereafter that 
fhe was not otherwise proceeded with than according to 
law, and the form of the ftatute made in the 27th year of 
her majelly’s reign , it was thought convenient that her ma- 
jefty’s commillion fliould be read unto her, and afterwards 
Die tvas by fundry fpeeches willed to prepare herfelf againft 
the next morning. She was alfo put in remembrance of her 
fault, the honourable manner of proceeding with her, and 
the neceflity that was impofed upon her majefly to proceed to 
execution , for that otherwife it was found that they could 
not both (land together ; and however , (it'nence the lord 
Buckhurft’s his being here new confpiracys were attempted, 
and fo would be ftill ; wherefore lince flic had now a good 
while fince warning , by the faid lord and Robert Beale , to 
think upon and prepare herfelf to die, we doubted not but 
that Hie was , before this , fettled, and therefore would accept 
this melfage in good part. And to the effeft that no cfcriftian 
duty might be faid to be omitted, that might be for- her 
comfort, and tend to the falvation both of her body and foul 
in the world to come, we offered unto her that if it would 
pleafe her to confer with the bifhop and dean of Peterborough, 
flic might ; which dean , we had, for that purpofe , appointed 
to be lodged within one mile of that place. Hereto fhe 
replied , eroding herfelf in the name of the lather , the 
Son , and the Holy Ghoft , faying that fhe was ready to die in 
the catholic Roman faith , which her anceftors had profefled, 
from which fhe would not be removeJ. And albeit we 
ufed many perfuafions to the contrary, yet we prevailed 
nothing ; and therefore , when fhe demanded the admittance 
of her prieft , we utterly denied that unto her. Hereupon, 
fne demanded to underhand what anfwer we had touching 
her former petition to her majefty, concerning her papers 
of accounts , and the beftowing of her body. To the firft 
we had none other anfwer to make , but that we thought if 
they were not fent before, the fame might be in Mr. Waade’s 
cultody , who was now in France , and feeing her papers 
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could not any wife pleafure her majefty, we doubted not 
but that the fame would be delivered unto fuch as fhe fbould 
appoint. For, for our own parts, we undoubtedly thought 
that her majefty would not make any profit of her things , and 
therefore ( in our opinion ) flic might fet down what fbe 
would have done , and the fame fliould be imparted unto 
her majefty, of whom both file and others might expect 
all courtefy. Touching her body, we knew not her ma- 
jefty’s pleafure, and therefore could neither fay that her 
petition fliould be denyed, or granted. For the practice of 
Bibington, file utterly denied it, and would have inferred It, 
that her death was for her religion ; whereunto it was 
eftfoons by us replied , that for many years file was not 
touched for religion , nor fhould have been now , but 
that this proceeding againft her was for treafon , in that 
file was culpable of that horrible confpiracy for dcftroying 
her majefty’s perfon > which fbe again denied , adding fur* 
ther , that albeit fhe for herfelf forgave them that were the 
procurers of her death, yet fhe doubted not but that God 
would take vengeance thereof. And being charged with 
the depofmons of Naue and Curie to prove ic againft her, 
fhe replied, that fhe accufed none, but that hereafter when 
fhe*fhall be dead, and they remain alive, it (hall be feen 
how indifferently fhe had been dealt with , and what mea- 
fure had been ufed unto her ; and afkecl whether it had 
been heard before this, that fervants had been pracb'fed to 
accufe thair miftrefs , and hereupon alfo required what was 
become of them , and where they remained. 

Upon our departure from her , for that it feemed by the 
commiffion, that the charge of her was in the dilpofition 
of us the earls , we required S. Amias Paulet and S. Drue 
Drurie, to receive, for that night, the charge, which they 
had before, and to caufe the whole number of foldiers t> 
watch that night, and that her folks fliould be put up, and' 
take order that only four of them fhould be at the execu- 
tion , remaining aloof of and guarded with certain perfons 
fo as they fliould not come near unto her , which were- 
Melvil her fteward , the phyfician , furgeon, and apothecary. 
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Wednefday morning, after that we the earls were repaired 
unto the cattle , and the (heriff had prepared all things in 
the hall for the execution , he was commanded to go into 
her chamber , and to bring her down to the place where 
were prefent , we which have figned this letter, Mr. Henry 
Talbot, efq; fir F.dward Montague, knt. lxis fon and heir 
apparent, and William Montague his brother , fir Richard 
Knightly, knt. Mr. Thomas Brudenel, Mr. Beuill , Mr. Robert 
and John Wingefield , Mr. Forreft , and Rayner, Benjamin 
Fjggot, Mr. Dean of Peterborough, and others. 

At the ftairfold , (he paufed to fpeak to Melvil in our 
hearing , which was to this effect , “ Melvil , as thou haft 
been an honeft fervant to me , fo I pray thee continue to 
my fon , and commend me unto him. I have not impugn’d 
his religion , nor the religion of others , but wi(h him well. 
And as I forgive all that have offended me in Scotland , fo 
I would that he fhould alfo; and befeech God, that he 
would fend him his Holy Spirit , and illuminate him. 
Melvil’s anfwer was , that he would fo do , and at that 
inftant he would befeech God to aflill him with his Spirit. 
Then (he demanded to fpeak with her pried , which was. 
denied unto her, the rather for that (he came with a fu- 
perftitious pair of beads and a crucifix. She then defired to. 
have her women to help her, and upon her earned requeft, 
and faying that when other gentlewomen were executed , 
fhe had read in chronicles that they had women allowed 
unto them , it was permitted that (he (hould have two 
named by herfelf, which were Mrs Curie and Kennedy. 
After (he came to the fcaffold , firft, in prefence of them 
all , her majefty’s commiflion was openly read; and after- 
wards Mr. Dean of Peterborough , according to a direction 
which he had received, the night before, from us the earls, 
would have made a godly admonition to her, to repent and 
dye well in the fear of God and charity to the world. But 
at the firft entry , (he utterly refufed it , faying that (he- 
was catholic , and that it were a folly to move her , 
being fo refolutely minded , and that our prayers would 
little avail her. Whereupon, to the intent it might appear 
that we , and the whole affembly , bad a chriftian defire tea 
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have her die well , a godly prayer , conceiv'd by Mr. Dean, 
was read and pronounced by us all. “ That it would pleafe 
Almighty God to fend her his Holy Spirit and grace , and 
alfo , if it were his will , to pardon all her offences , and 
of his mercy to receive her into his heavenly and everlafting 
liingdom , and finally to blefs her majefty , and confound 
all her enemies ; ” whereof Mr. Dean , minding to repair 
up fhortly, can fhew your lordfhips a copy. 

This done, fhe pronounced a prayer upon her knees to 
this effect, “ to befeech God to fend her his Holy Spirit , 
and that fhe trufted to receive her falvation in his blood , 
and of bis grace to be received into his kingdom , be- 
fought God to forgive her enemies , as fhe forgave them ; 
and to turn his wrath from this land , to blefs the 
Queen’s majefty, that fhe might ferve him. Likewife to 
be merciful to her fon, to have compaffion of his church, 
and altho’ fhe was not worthy to be heard , yet fhe had a 
confidence in his mercy , and prayed all the faints , to pray 
unto her Saviour to receive her.” After this (turning to- 
wards her fervants) fhe defired them to pray for her, that 
her Saviour would receive her. Then , upon petition made 
by the executioners , fhe pardoned them ; and faid , fhe 
was glad that the end of all her forrows was fo near. Then 
fhe difliked the whining and weeping of her women , fay- 
ing , that they rather ought to thank God for her refolu- 
tion , and killing them , willed them to depart from the 
fcaffold , and farewell. And fo refolutely kneeled down , 
and having a kercheff banded about her eyes, laid down 
her neck , whereupon the executioner proceeded. Her 
fervants were incontinently removed , and order taken that 
none fhould approach unto her corps, but that it fhould 
be embalmed by the furgeon appointed. And further her 
crofle , apparel , and other things are retained here, are 
not yielded unto the executioner for inconveniences that 
might follow, but he is remitted to be rewarded by fuch. 
as fent him hither. 

This hath been the manner of our dealings in this 
fervice, whereof we have thought good to advertife your 
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fordfhips , as particularly as we could , for the time , and 
fuither have thought good to fignify unto your lordfhips 
befides , that for the avoiding of all fin'fter and flanderous 
reports that may be raifcd to the contrary, we have caufed 
a note thereof to be conceiv’d to the fame effect in writ- 
ing, which we the faid lords have lubfcribed, with the 
hands of fuch other there the knights and gentlemen above 
named that were prefent at the a&ion. And fo befeech- 
ing Almighty God long to blefs her majefty with a moft 
profperous reign , and to confound all his , and her ene- 
mies, we take our leaves. From Fotheringay-Caftle , the 
8th of February i$86, in haft. 

Your lordfhips at commandment. 

N. B. This, as well as feveral other papers in this Ap- 
pendix , is taken from a collection made by Air. 
Crawfurd of Drumfoy , hiftoriograpber to Queen 
Anne, now in the library of the faculty of Advo- 
cates. Mr. Crawfurd’s tranfcriber has omitted to 
mention the book in the Cott. Lib. where it is to be 
found.. 

N*. XXXIX. (Vol. H. p. 365.) 

The objections againft Mr. Davifon , in the caufc 
of the late Scottifh Queen, mu ft concern things 
done either, t. Before her trial at Fotlieringay. 
2. During that feftion. 3,. After the fame *\ 

1 . Before her trial, be neither is, nor can be 
charged to have had any hand at all in the caufe of the 
faid Queen , or done any thing whatfoever concerning the 
fame, direCtly or indirectly. 

2 . During that feflion , he remained , at court, where 
the only intertft he had therein , was as her majefty’s 
** Cott. Lib. Calig. C. 1 . 
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fecretary , to receive the letters from the commiflioners , 
impart them to her highnefs , and return them her 
anfwers. 

3. After the return thence, of the faid commiflioners, 
it is well known to all her council , 

ii That he never was at any deliberation or meeting 
whatfoever , in parliament , or council , concerning the 
caufe of the faid Queen , till the fending down of her ms- 
jefty’s warrant unto the commiflioners , by the lords and 
others of her council. 

2. That he was no party in figning the fentence , paf- 
fed againft her. 

That he never penned either the proclamation 
publilhing the fame, the warrant after her death, nor any 
other letter, or thing whatfoever concerning the fame. 
And , 

That the only thing which can be fpecially and truly 
imputed to him, is the carrying up the faid warrant unto 
her majefty to be (igned. She fending a great counfeilor 
unto him , with her pleafure to that end , and carrying it 
to the great feal of England, by her own fpecial direction 
and commandment. 

For the better clearing of which truth, it is evident, 

1. That the letter, being penned by the lord trea- 
furer , was delivered by him unto Mr. Davifon , with her 
majefty’s own privity , to be ready for to fign , when flie 
fhould be pleafed to call for it. 

2. That being in his hands , he retained it at the lead 
five or fix weeks unprefented, nor once offering to carry 
it up , till ihe fent a great counfeilor unto him for the 
fame, and was fharply reproved therefor by a great peer, 
in her majefty’s own prefence. 

That having figned it, fhe gave him an exprefs 
commandment to carry it to the feal , and being fealed to 
fend it immediately away unto the commiflioners, ac- 
cording to the direction. Herfelf appointing the hall of 
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Fotheringay for the place of execution, mifliking the 
court- yard, in divers refpeCts , and in conclufion abfo- 
lutely forbad him to trouble her any further, or let her 
hear any more hereof, till it was done. $he, for her 
part , having ( as fhe faid ) performed all that , in law or 
reafon , could be required of her. 

4. Which directions notwithftanding , he kept the warrant 
fealed all that night , and the greateft part of the next day 
in his hands , brought it back with him to the court , ac- 
quainted her majeity withal , and finding her majefty refolved 
to proceed therein , according to her former directions, and 
yet delirous to carry the matter fo, as flie might throw 
the burthen from herfelf , he abfolutely refolved to quit his 
hands thereof. 

t. And hereupon went over unto the lord treafurer’s 
chamber, together with Alr t vice chamberlain Hatton, and 
in his prefence reftored the fame into the hands of the 
faid lord treafurer, of whom he had before received it , 
■who from henceforth kept it, till himfelf and the reft of 
the council fent it away. 

Which , in fubftance and truth , is all the part and intereft 
the faid Davifon had in this caufe , whatfoever is , or may 
be pretended to the contrary. 

Touching the fending down thereof unto the commif- 
fioners , that it was the general aCl of her majefty’s council 
(as is before mentioned) and not any private aCt of his, may 
appear by, 

1. Their own confeflion. 2 Their own letters fent down 
therewith to the commilfxoners. 3. The teftimonies of the 
lords and others to whom they were directed. As alfo , 
4. of Mr. Beale , by whom they were fent. ?. The tenor 
of her majefty’s firft commiffion for their calling to the 
ftar-chamber for the fame , and private appearance and fub- 
miflion afterward inftead thereof, before the lord chancellor 
Bromley. 6. The confeflion of Mr. Attorney general in open 
court confirmed. 7. By the fentence itfelf upon record. 
8 . Belides a common aCt of council , containing an anfwec 
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to be verbally delivered to the Scottifh ambaffador then 
xemaining here , avowing and jurtifying the fame. 

Now where fome fuppofe him to have given fome ex- 
traordinary furtherance thereunto, the contrary may evi- 
dently appear by , 

f . His former abfolute refufal to fign the band of afTociation, 
being earneftly prefled thereunto by her majefty’s felf. 

2. His excufing of himfelf from being ufed as a commif- 
fioner , in the examination of Babington and his complices, 
and avoiding the fame by a journey to the Bath. 

j. His being a mean to flay the commiflioners from 
pronouncing of the femence at Fotheringay , and deferring 
it till they fhould return to her majefty’s prefence. 

4. His keeping the warrant in his hands fix weeks un- 
prefented , without once offering to carry it up, till her 
majefty fent exprefly for the fame to fign. 

His deferring to fend it away after it was fealed un- 
to the commiflioners, as he was fpecially commanded, 
flaying it all that night, and the greateft part of the next 
day in his hands. 

6 . And finally, his reftoring thereof into the hands of 
the lord treafurer, of whom he had before received the 
fame. 

Which are clear and evident proofs, that the faid 
Davifon did nothing in this caufe whatfoever, contrary 
to the duty of the place he then held in her majefty s 
fervlce. 

Cal. C. 9. 

This feeins to be an original. On the back is this title, 

The innocency of Mr. Davifon in the caufe of the late 
Scottilh Queen. 
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N*. I. (Vol. III. P . 80.) 

Letter from ©, to his majefly King James \ 

M OST worthy prince, the depending dangers upon 
your affedionates have been fuch , as hath inforced filence 
in him, who is faithfully devoted to your perfon , and in 
due time of trial , will undergo all hazards of fortune , for 
the maintenance of the juft regal rights, that , by the 
laws divine, of nature, and of nations, is inverted in 
your royal perfon. Fall not then, mod noble and re- 
nowned prince , front him , whofe providence hath in 
many dangers preferved you, no doubt to be an inftru- 
menc of his glory , and the good of his people. Some 
fecrets, I find, have been revealed to your prejudice, 

1 From the Original. Bibl. Fac. Jur. Edin. A. T. 34. N°. 4 - I® 
the former editions , I printed this as a letter from Sir Robert Cecil, 
but am now fatisfied that I was miftaken in forming this opinion.' See 
Sir I). Dalrymple’s Rem. on the Hid. of Scot. p. 133. As the letter 
is curious, I republish it, though I cannot pretend to fay to which 
t>f the King's numerous correfpondents in England it should be aferibed. 
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which mud proceed from fonie ambitious violent fpirited 
perfon near your majedy in council and favour 5 no man 
in particular will 1 accufe, but I am fure it hath no found- 
ation from any , with whom , for your fervice , I have held 
correfpondence ; otherwife , I had , long fince , been dis- 
abled from performance of thofe duties , that the thoughts 
of my heart endeavoureth ; being only known to this wor- 
thy nobleman bearer hereof, one noted in all parts of 
Chriftendom for his fidelity to your perfon and ftate , and 
to Mr. David Fowlis your moft loyal fervant, my firft and 
faithful correfpondent ; and unto James Hudfone , whom I 
have found in all things that concern you, mod fecret and 
affured. It may , therefore , pleafe your majedy , at the 
humble motion of © , which jargon I defire to be the in- 
dorfement of your commands unto me , that , by fome 
token of your favour , he may underdand in wha't terms 
you regard his fidelity , Secrecy and fervice. My padtonate 
affection to your perfon (not as you are a king, but as you 
are a good king , and have jud title , after my Sovereign , 
to be a great king) doth tranfport me to prefumption. 
Condemn not, mod noble prince, the motives of care and 
love , altho’ mixed with defers in judgment. 

1. 1, therefore, fird befeech your majedy, that for the 

good of thofe whom God, by divine Providence, hath dedined 
to your charge , that you will be pleafed to have an ex- 
traordinary care of all pradticers or practices , againd youc 
perfon ; for it is not to be doubted , but that in both king- 
doms , either out of ambition , faction , or fear , there are 
•many that defire to have their Sovereign in minority, whereby 
the Sovereignty and date might be fwayed by partiality of 
dubalternate perfons, rather than by true rule of power and 
judice. Preferve your perfon , and fear not the practices 
of man upon the point of your right, which will be pre- 
ferved and maintained againd all afiaults of competition 
■whatever. Thus I leave the protedtion of your perfon , and 
royal poderity , to the Almighty God of Heaven , who blefs 
and preferve you and all yours , in all regal happinefs to 
his glory. , . 

2. Next to the prefervation of your perfon, is the corv- 
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verfation and fecrct keeping of your councells , which , a» 
I "have faid , are often betrayed and difcovered , either out 
of pretended zeal in religion , turbulent faction , or bafe 
conception , the which your majefty is to regard with all 
circumfpeclion , as a matter moll dangerous to your perfon 
and ftate , and the only means to ruin and deftroy all thoft 
that Hand faithfully devoted to your majefty’s fervice. Some 
particulars , and perfons of this nature , I make no doubt 
have been difcovered by the endeavours of this nobleman, 
the bearer hereof, of whom your majefty may be further 
informed. 

j. The third point confiderable is that your majefty, by 
all means poflible , fecure yourfelf of the good affection of 
the French King and States , by the negociation of fome 
faithful fecret confident ; the French naturally diftafting the 
union of the Britifh ifiands under one monarch. In Ger- 
many , I doubt not , but you have many allies and friends , 
but by reafon of their remote ftate , they do not fo much 
importe this affair , which muft be guided by a quick and 
fudden motion. 

4.. When God , by whofe Providence , the period of all 
perfons and times is determined , (ball call to his kingdom 
of glory her majefty (although I do afiuredly hope that 
there will not be any queftion in competition, yet for that 
1 hold it not fitting to give any minute entrance into a caufe 
■of fo high a nature ) , I do humbly befeech your majefty 
to defign a fecret , faithful , and experienced confident fervant 
of yours, being of an approved fidelity and judgment, con- 
tinually to be here refident , whofe negociation , it were 
convenient your majefty fhould fortifie , with fuch fecret 
truft and powers , as there may not need 1 4. days refpite , 
to poft for authority, in a baufe , that cannot endure ro 
hours refpite , without varieties of danger. In the which it 
is to be confidered , that all fuch as pretend lead good to 
your cftablifhment , will not in public oppugn your title , 
but out of their cunning ambition will feek to gain time , 
by alledging their pretence of common good to the ftate , 
in propounding of good conditions for disburdening the 
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Common weale , of divers hard laws , heavy impofitions * , 

corruptions , oppreflions , &c. which is a main point to lead 
the popular , who are much difgulted with many particulars 
ot this nature. It were therefore convenient , that thefe 
motives , out of your majefly’s providence fhould be pre- 
vented , by your free offer in thefe points following , viz. 

1. That your majefty would be pleafed to abolilh pur- 
veyors and purveyance , being a matter infinitely offenfive 
to the common people, and the whole kingdom, and not 
profitable to the prince. 

2. That your majefty would be pleafed to difTolve the 
court of wards , being the ruin of all the noble and ancient 
families of this realme, by bafe matches, and evil educa- 
tion of their children, by which no revenue of the crown 
will be defrayed. 

The abrogating the multiplicity of penal laws , generally 
repined againft by the fubjed, in regard of their uncertainty, 
being many times altered from their true meaning, by 
variety of interpretations. 

4. That your majefty will be pleafed to admit free outport 
of the native commodities of this kingdom , now often 
reftrained by fubalternate perfons for private profit , being 
moil prejudicial to the commerce of all merchants, and a 
plain deftrudion to the true induftry and manufadure of all 
kingdoms , and againft the profit of the crown. 

Thefe , being by your majefty’s confidents in the point of 
time propounded , will atfuredly confirm unto your majefty 
the hearts and affedions of the whole kingdom, and abfolutely 
prevent all infinuations and devices of defigned patriots , that, 
out of pretext of common good , would feek to patronize 
themfelves in popular opinion and power , and thereby to 
derogate from your majefty’s bounty and free favour , by 
princely merit of your moderation, judgment and juftice. 

Your majefty’s favour, thus granted to the fubjed. Will 
no way impeach the profits of the crown but advance them. 
The difproportionable gain of fome checquer officers, with the 
bafe and mercenary profits of the idle unneceflary clerks and 
attendants , will only fuft’er fome detriment ; but infinite will 
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be the good unto the kingdom , which will confirm unto your 
majefty the univerfal love and affection of the people , and 
cltablifh your renown in the higheft efteem to ail pofterity. 

The Lord preferve your majefty, and make you triumphant 
over all your enemies. 

My care over his perfon, whofe letters pafs in this pacquet, 
and will die before he leave to be yours, fhall be no lefs than 
of mine own life , and in like efteem I will hold all your 
faithful confidents , notwithftanding I will hold myfelf re* 
ferved from being known unto any of them , in my par- 
ticular devoted affedions unto your majefty , only this ex- 
traordinary worthy man , whofe affociate I am in his mis- 
fortune , doth know my heart , and we both will pray for 
you, and if we live you fhall find us together. 

1 befeech your majefty burn this letter, and the others} 
for altho’ it be in an unufual hand , yet it may be difcovered. 


Your majefty’s moft devoted, 
and humble fervant, 


©. 
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B. The Numeral Letters refer to the VolumCj 
and the Figures to the Pages. 

A 

D A M S ON ■, Archbifliop of St. Andrews, is excomi 
municaced by the fynod of Fife, ii. 524. He excom- 
municated his opponents, ib. is reftored by the general 
aflembly upon conditions, 325. 

* — — -his mean fubmiflion to the general affembly, iii. 2. 
Albany , Alexander Duke of, cabals with his nobles againft 
his brother K. James Ilf; i. 58. is made prifoner, but 
efcapes to France, ibid, concludes a treaty with Ed. IV. 
of England, 99. procures afliftance to invade Scotland 
on mean conditions , ib. returns to Scotland , and is re- 
ftored to favor, 60. cabals again, but is forced to fly 
to France, 61. 

«< "- ■ ■ ■ Duke of, made Regent during the minority of K. 

James V. i. $7. 64. after feveral unfuccefsful ftruggles 
. with the nobility, he is forced to retire to France, 6$. 
Alengon , Duke of, Q.. Elizabeth long amufes the court of 
France bv carrying on a treaty of marriage with him, ii. 257. 
Allen , cardinal , publilhed a book proving the lawfulnefs of 
killing excommunicated Princes, ii. $10. 

Alva, Duke of, his intrigues in favor of Q, Mary, ii. 

208. 212. 227. is recalled from his government of the 
. . Netherlands, 2? 5. 

Ambajfadors , their office, i. 90. 

Vol. III. C c 
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Andrew, St. the Archbifliop of, remarkably cured of a 
dangerous diftemper, i. i?9- the motives of his oppofi- 
tion to the Q,. Regent, i6*. his great influence on the 
bench of Bilhops and weight in Parliament, 169 go- 
verned the church with great moderation , 1 70. perfe- 
cutes the Reformers , 171. is imprifoncd for celebrating 
Mafs , )io, 

'■■■ — ruins Q.. Mary’s affairs by his imprudent condud, 
ii. 1 18. is taken prifoner in Dumbarton Caftle , and 
hanged, 19R. 

■ the caftle of, demolilhed by the French , i. ngc 

~ the prior of, promotes a treaty between the Q, 

Regent and the Reformers , i. 18;. is provoked to leave 
the court, 186. is one of the chief promoters of the 
reformation , 201. fome account, and a charader of 
him, 202. artful endeavours ufed to undermine him, 
ibid, prefumption of his innocence of the defigns charged 
on him, ibid, is fent by the convention to invite the 
Queen to Scotlanjl , 2? 8- is received by her with con- 
fidence and affedion , 260. reftrains the turbulent fpirit 
of the people againft popery, 275. is fent to reftrain the 
licentious practices of the borderers, 28 1. executes his 
commiflion with vigor and prudence, ibid, a confpiracy 
againft him difcovered, 291. is created Earl of Mar, 29}. 
becomes obnoxious to the Earl of Huntley , ib. See Alar 
and Murray. 

Angus, Gilbert de Umfraville, Earl of, was the only man 
who afferted die independency of his country , i. 1 1. 

— Douglas Earl of, affumes the Regency during the 

minority of K. James V. i. ;8. 6*. is unable to gain 
his affedions, ibid, is attainted and flies into England, 66 , 

obtains leave to return into Scotland, ii. 278. fur- 

renders himfelf to K. James VI. 288. he with feveral 
others feize the caftle of Stirling to oppofe Arran, 292. 
they are forced to fly into England at the approach of 
the King with an army, 29;. he is attainted and his 
eftate forfeited, ?oo. 

- - ■ - is concerned in a plot in favor of Spain, iii. 7, 
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is feized and committed prifoner to the caftle of Edin- 
burgh , fi. efcapes and flies to the mountains, 9. offers 
to fubinit to a trial, i}. fentence is pronounced againft 
him, 14. he refufes to fubmit, 1$. 

Anjou, Duke of, a marriage propofed between him and 
Q. Elizabeth, ii. 209. 

Anne, a Princefs of Denmark , .married to K. James VL 
i : . ? 87 - 

— Her arrival in Scotland and coronation, iii. 1. heads 

a party that oppofes the chancellor, 11. 

Archbishops , Bishops, Deans and Chapters revived in 
Scotland during the King’s minority, ii. 222, 22}. this 
gives great offence to many of the clergy, ibid, an aft 
of aflembly againft thefe offices, 271, 272. Bifhops 
made fubjeft to presbyteries and afTemblies, }24. a great 
ftroke given to their authority ,. }?o , }7t. 

None of them prefent at the Queen’s coronation 

iii. 1 . 

Argyll , Earl of, is appointed to carry the crown matri. 
monial to the Dauphin of France, i. 169. ufes his in- 
tereft with the Reformers to make a treaty with the 
Queen Regent, 18}. leaves her court in refentment of 
her treachery, 186. 

refufes to accede to a treaty with Murray the Re- 
gent, ii. 16 1. is foon after forced to fubmit, 162. afts 
as lieutenant to the Queen after the Regent’s murder , 
186. is prevailed on to join the King's party, 202. 
quarrels with Athole, 240. confederates with him againft 
Morton, the Regent, for their mutual defence, ibid, 
they remonftrate againft him to the King, 24?. they 
raife forces againft him, 249. negotiate a treaty with 
him by the mediation of Q. Elizabeth, 250. is pro- 
moted to the office of chancellor, 2} 2. 

The King’s authority delegated to him and Lord 

Forbes againft the popifh Lords, iii. ig. his forces ar« 
defeated in an engagement with them, ibid. 

Ari/locracy , predominant in Scotland, i. 272. 
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Armada, Spanifh, preparations for it, ii. 374., 373. it is 
defeated , }8o. 

Arran , Earl , is appointed Regent during the minority of 
Q. Alary, i. 99. his charader , 100. contents to the 
fchemes of England, which difgulls the public, 102. be- 
comes fufpic-ious of the Earl of Lenox , 106. is forced 
to renounce the friendfhip with England and declare for 
France, 107. and to perfecute the Reformers, 109. publicly 
abjures the dodrines of the Reformers , ibid, is contemned 
by one half and little trufted by the other part of the na- 
tion, no. heads the partifans of France and defenders of 
popery , 1 1 1 . attempts in vain to feize the murderers of 
cardinal Heatoun , 1 17. is forced to make a truce with the 
confpirators , 1 1 8. his eldelt fon is conditionally excluded 
all right of fucceflion , 120. his mean conceffion to the 
court of France , 128, 129. gets the title of Chatelhe- 
, rault, 129. is undermined by the Q. Dowager , 136, 137. 
propofals and arguments for his refignation ,.>1 3 8- he con- 
tents to it , 139. retrads by the influence of the Arch- 
bifhop of St. Andrews, 140. is at laft prevailed on and 
gets advantageous terms, 14 r. See Cbattlberaiclt. 

— eldeft ion of the Duke of Chatelherault, joins in an 

afTociation with the Reformers , i. 200. narrowly efcapes 
. intended ruin at the court of France , 201. is full of re- 
fentment againft the French on that account , ibid, the 
Congregation folicit Q. Elizabeth to marry him, 250. his 
great imprudence with regard to Q. Alary, 283. difeovers 
a confpiracy againft the Queen’s favorite, 290. 

lofcs his reafon , ii. 2 s 2 , 2 5 3 . is imprifoned by 

Morton , ibid. 

late Capt. Stewart, gets that title and eftate, ii. 2 66 . 

is appointed to condud Morton from Dumbarton to 
Edinburgh , ibid, his infamous marriage with the Countefs 
ofAlarch, 269. his variance with Lenox , ibid, is frute 
trated in an attempt to refeue the King at Ruthven, 280. 
is confined prifoner to the caftle of Stirling , ibid, regains 
his liberty and the King’s regard, 286. refumes his power 
at.d arrogance , ibid, gets the Ruthven confpirators declared 
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. guilty of high treafon , 289. is detefted as author of a 
perfection againft the clergy, 29?. is gained over to Q. 
Elizabeth’s intereft, 299. gets feveral forfeited eftates , 
$01. his corruption and infolence, *07. is made chancellor 
and has unlimited power, ibid, his venality is exceeded 
by that of his wife, }o8. his monftrous tyranny and op- 
preflion, 509. his power undermined by Wotton the 
Englifli envoy, }2o. is confined in the caftle of St An- 
drews, but foon recovers favor, 521. his intereft finks 
much, j 2?. is ftripped of his honors and fpoils , and re- 
duced to his original ftation , ibid. 

Articles , Lords of, their origin and bufinefs , i. 84. by whom 
chofen , 8?, 86. the fubfequent variations and political ufe 
made of this inftitution , 86, 87. 

Arundel , Earl of, is appointed a commifiioner to the con-. 

ference at Weftrainfter , ii. 150. 

Asby, ambaflador from Q. Elizabeth to Scotland, ii. jyy. 
his great promifes to King James, ibid, his promifes are 
foon forgot, ;8>- he is afhamed and withdraws privately 
from Scotland , ibid. 

Ajfajjination , the frequency of it in Scotland , how accounted 
for, ii. 22. feveral inftances of it in France, 22, 25. a 
flop put to it there and in Scotland, 2$. feveral great men 
approve of it, 2 { , 24. 

. prevailed greatly afterwards , iii. 2. > 

Aj)'e»ibly of the church of Scotland , the firft but feeble and 
irregular, i. 2^7. another alfembly , their demands from 
the convention, 28? , 284. two other afTemblies in vain 
folicit an augmentation of their revenues, }02. they ad- 
drefs Q. Mary in high ftrains of complaints , 

an affembly proceeds at Glalgow not with Handing the 

King’s interdiction, ii. 272, 279. 

two affemblies yield many of the privileges of the 

church to the King, iii. 58, 39< declare it lawful for 
minifters to fit in Parliament, 42. See Clergy. 
■AJfociation , formed in defence of Q. Elizabeth againft Q. 
Mary, ii. 

Atbole , Earl of , the occafion of his quarrel with the Earl 
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of Argyll, ii. 240, joins with him in oppofing Morton the 
Regent, ib. dies fiion after an entertiinment at Morton’s, 
2s i- fufpicions of his being poifoned , 232. 

Jlttbigne , Lord de , fecond fon of the Lord Lenox . arrives 
in Scotian <* from France, ii. 2s?. becomes foon a great fa- 
vorite of K. James , ibid, high titles and polls bellowed 
on him, ibid, notes againll him. Appendix, 319. See 
Lenox. 

Attjinan family, their origin and power, i. 90, 91. 

B 

1 

Babington , Anthony, fome account of him , ii. 424. the 
rife of his confpiracy againll Elizabeth, 328, 329. 
the names and fcheme of operations of his alfociates , 
330. they are betrayed , feized and executed , 330,331. 

Bacon , Sir Nicholas, appointed one of the commiffioners to 
the confederates at Weftminlter , ii. 130. 

BaJiol , John , his claim to the crown of Scotland , 5 . 10. 
is preferred by Ed. I. 1 2. foon forced by him to refign, ib. 

Ballard , a trafficking pried, folicits an invalion of England 
from Spain, ii. 329. joins in a confpiracy to murder Q. Eli- 
zabeth , 330. is difeovered and taken into cuftody ,331. 
and executed, ibid. 

Barons , their jurifdidtion very extend ve, i 22. the difference 
between the greater and lelfer , whence, 81. three hundred 
of them remonllrate againll the condud of the Q. Dowager, 
137. the lelfer admitted by their reprefentatives in Par- 
liament, ii. 373. petition of the lelfer Barons to Parlia- 
ment, Append. 194. See Nobles. 

Bajtlicon Doron , a book publifhed by King James VI. 
ftrengthens his intereft in England, iii. 44. 

Beatoun . Cardinal, made ufe of by K. James V. to mortify 
the nobles , i. 70. 71. his pretenfions to the Regency on 
the death of that Prince, 98. forges a teftament of the late 

' King , ib. his views how difappointed , ib. his charader, 
99. oppofes the Earl of Arran , Regent, >02, 103 ex- 
cites mod of the nation againll the Englilh, 105. feizes 
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the young Queen and her mother, ib. cajols the Earl of 
Lenox , ib. obliges the Regent to renounce England and. 
declare for France , 107. and to perfecute the Reformers, 
109. engroffes the chief direction of affairs, ico. his 
double dealing with the Earl of Lenox refented, in. 
is murdered , 116. his death fatal to the Catholics ^117. 
a vain attempt to revenge it, ibid, fcandalous reports con- 
cerning him, if 1. 

Bedford, Earl of, comes as ambaffador from Q. Elizabeth to 
witnefs the baptifm of James VI ii. 44. his initrudtions, 4 6. 
his letters to Sir W. Cecil. Appendix, 22?. 2}2. 2f8. 

Bellendon , Sir Lewis, juftice clerk, K. James’s refident at 
London, ii. ) 1 8. joins in promoting Q. Elizabeth’s intereft 
in Scotland , ibid, is fent with her envoy into that country, 
ibid. 

Black, Mr. David , minifter at St. Andrews, his ridiculous 
and feditious expreflions in the pulpit, iii. 28. being fup- 
ported by the clergy, he declines the civil jurifdiiftion, 29. 
is condemned by the privy council, }o. is fentenced by 
the King to refide beyond Spey, ft. 

Blackadder , captain , and three others , executed for the 
murder of Darnly, ii. 95. 

Boethius , Heitor , his hiftory of Scotland , fome account of, 
i. f. 

Bolton Cafile , Q Mary confined a prifoner there , ii. 1)4. 

Bonot, a foreigner, made governor of Orkney, i. iff. 

Borderers, an attempt to reftrain their licentious practices , 
i. 281. 

Q. Mary vifits them, ii. 54. a fcufHe there, in which 

the Englifh warden , &c. were made prifoners, 2}8. 

Bortbrvick , Lord , aflifts the Q. Regent in defending Leith , 
i. 219. 

Botbvrell , James Hepburn, Earl of, intercepts a fum of 
money from England to the Congregation , L 2 1 8. favors 
the Queen Regent , butrefides at his own houfe , 219. is 
by the Earl of Murray fummonedto a public trial, j % 6 . 
prevents it by leaving the kingdom , ibid, a fentencq of 
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outlawry againft him prevented by the Queen, ibid. is. 
permitted to return , $46. 

efcapes with her after the ihurder of Rizio, ii. 17. 

fome account of his former behaviour, 26, 27. commences 
a favorite of the Queen, 28. fhe reconciles him to feveral 
Lords, with whom he was at variance, 2 8» 29. he increafes 
in favor with her, ; r. circumftances concurring in this » 
ibid, he is wounded in attempting to feize one of the bor- 
derers, ^4. the Queen’s extraordinary regard for him on 
this occafion , ibid, to fecure adherents he obtains a par- 
don for Morton and his affociates , 48. propofes the refto. 
ration of the popifli ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, $0. his 
views . in this, 51. is fufpe&ed the author of Darnly’s 
murder, $8- is charged with it by Lenox, 59. but {fill 
favored by the Queen, 61. appointed governor of Edin- 
burgh Caftle, 62. his trial is hurried on, ibid, remarkable 
partiality in his favor , 6 4. Lenox accufes him openly, ibid, 
comes to his trial with a great retinue, 6y , is acquitted 
by a jury, 66 . the trial univerfally cenfured , 67- 

challenges any that would accufe him , ibid, feveral adts of 
Parliament palled in his favor, 6g. he procures am 
adt in favor of the reformation , 69. prevails on 

feveral of the nobles to recommend him as a husband to the 
Queen, 7^. feizes the Queen on a journey from Stirling, 
and carries her to Dunbar, 77, his view in this , 78- 
obtfains a pardon under the great feal, ibid, procures a 
divorce from his wife, 79. carries the Queen to the caftle 
of Edinburgh, 8o- is created Duke of Orkney, 81. and 
married to the Queen , ibid, is not allowed the title of 
King, 82. he watches the Queen very clofely, ibid, 
endeavours to get the Prince into his cuftody, 8? » 84. i* 
alarmed with an aflociation of the nobles againft the Queen 
andhim, 8?, 86- carries the Queen to the caftle of Borth. 
wick, 87. raifes forces againft the confederate Lords, ibid, 
he marches againft them, 88. propofes a fingle combat, 
89. this how prevented , 90. takes his laft farewell of the 
Queen , and is forced to fly, ibid, fends for a cafket of 
letters from Q,. Mary to him, 95. they are intercepted by 
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the Earl of Morton, ibid, his miferable fate, log, 109. 
reflections on his conduct, 1 10. copy of his divorce from 
Lady Jean Gordon , Appendix 243 - 
Bntb-vrel/, Francis Stewart, created Earl ofBothwell, ii. 382. 

— is imprifoned for confulting witches, iii. 3, 4. efcapes 

and attempts to break into the King’s prefence, <. retires 
to the north, ibid, he and his adherents are attainted, 7. 
fails in an attempt to feize tlje King, ibid, is taken under 
protection of Q. Elizabeth , who folicits for him, 9. feizes 
the King’s perfon ,11. forces him to difmifs the chancellor , 
and his other favorites , ibid, and to grant him a remiffion", 
ibid, his bold and infolent behaviour afterwards, 12. is 
encouraged by the Englilh ambaffador, 19. makes another 
attempt to come at the King , 16. is repulfed and obliged 
to fly to the north of England , 17. is abandoned by Q. 
Elizabeth , and forced to fly into Spain and Italy, 2 t'. 
remains in indigent obfcurity, ib. and is never after re- 
conciled to the King, ibid. 

— Adam, Bilhop of Orkney, performs the ceremony of 

marriage of Q,. Mary to the Earl of Bothwell, ii. 8*. " 

Botirvi'eHhatigb. See Hamilton. 

Boulogne , wrefted by the French out of the hands of the 
Englifh, i. 128- they confent toreftore it and its depend- 
encies to the French, 150. 

Box rer, Envoy from Q. Elizabeth, accufes Lenox of difturbing 
the peace, ii. 259. is refufed an audience, ibid, is fent^ to 
encourage the confpirators at Ruthven , 278. 

— fent to inquire about King James’s correfpondence with 

the Pope, iii. 46. 

Boyd , Lord , his ambitious views in the time of K. James 
III. fruftrated, i. 3 7. 

— — — is prevailed on to join the King’s party againft Q, 
Mary, ii. 202. joins the Ruthven confpirators, 27s. 
Brienne , Count de, comes as ambaffador from France t6 
witnefs the baptifm of K. James VI. ii. 44. 

Bruce , Robert, his claim to the crown of Scotland, i. to. 
his grandfon afferts his right, and vindicates the honor 
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ef his country, is. he attempts to reduce the power 
of the nobles, 47 , 48 

Bruce, a prieft, employed by the King of Spain to feduce 
the Scotch nobles, ii. 3 82- 

Mr. Robert , a presbyterian minifter , performs the 

ceremony of the coronation of K. James’s Queen, iii. r. 

Edward , abbot of Kinlofs , acquits himfelf with 

addrefs and reputation as ambaflador at the court of En- 
gland, iii 4;. 

Mr. Robert, a minifter, his refolution in refufing 

to publifh the King’s account of Gowrie’s confpiracy , 
iii. 68. is deprived and banilhed on that account , ibid. 

Buchanan, George, his hiftory of Scotland, fome account 
of, i. y. remarks on his dialogue De Jure Regis, 188- 

— alone accufes Q. Mary of a criminal correfpondence 

with Rizio, ii. iz. approved of aflaflination , 2}. attends 
the Regent into' England when called on to accufe Q, 
Mary, 1 38- was one of the preceptors of K. James VL’ 241. 

■ ■ — commended for his great genius, iii. 102. 

Burleigb; See Cecil. 

Boroughs, when firft reprefented in Parliament, ii, } 7 J. 

C 

Cass, John, a declaration of his in name of Q. Eli- 
zabeth to the Lords of Grange at Lethington , Appendix 
?o8. 

Caitbnefs , Earl of, his proteft at the trial of Bothwell for 
the murder of Darnly , ii. 67. 

Calvin, the patron and reftorer of presbyterian church -go- 
vernment, i. 2ts 

Camden, fome miftakes of his, ii. 4?, 46. 7$. 

Canongate , near Edinburgh, a Parliament held there, ii. 199. 

Cardan , fome account of him , i. i? 9 , » 4 °. his remark- 
able cure of the Bilhop of St. Andrews, ibid. 

Carey , Sir George , fent ambaflador from Q_. Elizabeth to 
encourage the confpirators at Ruthven , ii. 278. 
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‘Cany, Robert, Tent by Q. Elizabeth to footh K. James 
after the death of his mother, ii. j 66. is not permitted 
to enter Scotland, ibid. ^ 

was the firft that brought K. James intelligence 

of the death of Q. Elizabeth, iii. 90. 

Casket of letters from Q Mary to Bothwel! , feized by 
the Earl of Morton, ii. 9$. her enemies avail them- 
felves much of them, ibid. 

Cajjils , Earl of, joins the King’s party, ii. 202. 

Caftelnajt , the French ambaflador , is employed to pro- 
cure the confent of his court to Queen Mary’s marriage 
with Darnly, i. ;z8. 

— ■ he endeavours to make up the differences between 
the Queen and him, ii. jo. his intercelfion in behalf 
of Q. Mary, ji;. 

Catherine of Medicis , affumes the government after the 
death of Francis II. her fon , i. 292. her harfh treat- 
ment of Q. Mary, ibid, her views in behaving more 
friendly to her, jn, 314. 

bends her whole endeavours to deftroy the Pro. 

teftants , ii. 206. her artful condudt with that view, ib. 

Cecil, his great capacity as a minifter, i. 237. 262. is 
employed to negociate a peace with France, ibid, over- 
reaches the French ambaffador in the treaty of Edin- 
burgh , ibid, a letter of his cited to fhow that Q.. Eli- 
zabeth had no intention to intercept Q, Mary, in her 
return to Scotland, 271. 

— is appointed a commiflioner to the conference at 

Weftminfter , ii. 150. is fent by Q. Elizabeth with pro- 
pofals to Q. Alary, 19 1. has an interview with her, 
which excites Q. Elizabeth’s jealoufy, 2}?. is treated 
harfhly by Q. Elizabeth for confenting to Q. Mary’s 
death, 

■ Sir Robert, fon to the former, heads the party 

againft Effex , iii. 72. his character, 7}. his great 
afliduity , ibid, enters into a private correfpondence with 
K. James, 79. 
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Celibacy of the popifh clergy , a chief engine of their 
policy, i. 148- 178- 

Charles V. Emperor, his great power, i. 90. and unli- 
mited ambition, 91, 92. is checked by Francis T. 92. 

K. of France makes a league with Q. Elizabeth, 

ii. 21), 214. 

Chatelhercailt , Duke of, that title conferred on the Earl 
of Arran , Regent of Scotland, i. 129. his right of 
fucceflion to the crown of Scotland maintained, 16). 
enters a proteftation to fave his right, 1 66, 167. joins 
the Reformers, in endeavouring to expel the French 
army, 196. joins in aflociation with them, 200. is 
looked on as the head of the congregation, 201. His 
puflllanimity , 216. becomes obnoxious to Q. Mary, 
282. deprived of his French penfion , )i). is alarmed 
at the Earl of Lenox’s return to Scotland, )22. au 
accommodation brought about by the Queen’s influence, 
ibid, adheres to Murray in oppofing the Queen’s mar- 
riage, )4fi. is pardoned on his humble application, 
but forced to refide in France, );i. 

his partifans grumble at Murray’s being advanced 

to the Regency, ii. it), 114. returns, from Franc? 
and heads the Queen’s adherents, r^9, is made her 
lieutenant-general, 160. His refolution wavering, the 
Regent commits him prifoner to the caftle of Edinburgh, 
161. is fet at liberty by Kirkaldy„ and joins the Queen’s 
party, 184. is proclaimed traitor by Lenox the new 
Regent, 189. is reconciled to Morton the Regent, 2)0. 
articles of a treaty between them, ibid. His death 2)8- 

Church of Scotland , revolutions in it after the union of the 
crowns, iii. 99, 100. See Ajfembly , Clergy. 

Church Lands annexed to the crown by Parliament, ii. 571. 

Clans , the inftitution and nature of, i. 28, 29. 

Clergy , popifh, their great riches and power, i. 68 - 14?. 
were made ufe of by K. James V. to fupprefs the nobles, 
70. made a confiderable body in Parliament , 146. their 
great influence over the laity , 147. they ingrofled learning, 
ibid, and held many of the chief employments , 148. 


Digitized by Googl 


J 


INDEX. 


their power increased by celibacy , ibid, they feizcd the 
eftatesofthe inteftate, 149. and tried all matrimonial and 
teftamentary caufes , 130. become obnoxious to the laity, 
ibid, their great corruptions, whence, 131. thofc of Scot- 
land particularly diffolute, ibid, their weak defence of their 
tenets, it 2. try in vain to impofe falfe miracles, 153. 
their impolitic condutft to the Reformers, 172. 

Clergy , reformed , try in vain to recover the revenues of 
the church , i. 238, 239, 260. procure a demolition of 
all relics of popery, 261. a new regulation concerning 
their revenues, 283 — 288- they are no gainers by it, 289. 
their ftipends , what in thofe days , ibid, are offended at 
the moderation of their leaders , 310. occafion a tumult 
among the people , ibid. 311. more complaints of their 
poverty , 323. 

______ are jealous of Q. Mary , ii. 49. the fmall allowances 

appointed to fupport them all , ibid, their application for 
payment of their ftipends of little elfedt , 1 1 3. frelh com- 
plaints of the deficiency of the funds for their maintenance, 
1 7$. are put off with fair words and promifes , ib. 176. 
archbilhops, &c. introduced among them by Morton, 222. 
their grievances under his adminiftradon, 237. they approve 
of the Ruthven confpirators , 279. by favoring them they 
provoke the King, 290-. fevere laws made againft them, 
294, 293. they of Edinburgh fiy into England, 29s. 
as do feveral others that were moft eminent, ibid, more 
Vigorous meafures againft them, 301. they obtain no 
redrefs on the reftoration of the exiled Lords, 323. re- 
prefent their grievances to Parliament, 369. a maintenance 
provided for them by Parliament, 371, 372. 

they prevail to get Presbyterian government eftab- 

lifhed by law, iii. 3. their zeal againft the Popilh Lords, 
12, 13. 23. their rafh proceedings, 24, 23. they eretft 
a handing Council of the Church , 26. vindicate one of 
their number who declined the civil jurifdi&ion, 28, 29. 
their (landing Council ordered to leave Edinburgh ,30. 
this occalions a violent tumult there, 30, 31, 32. they 
ufe their utmoft efforts to fpirit the people , 3 4. are de- 
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fcrted and fly to England, their power greatly 
reduced , ibid, are prevailed on to give up many of their 
privileges , 38. are reftored to a feat in parliament, 40. 
this violently oppofed by fnany of them, 41. but carried 
in their general Aflembly , 42. thofe entitled to this pri- 
vilege are laid under many regulations and reftrictions, 49. 
they are brought under great fubjedtion , ibid, the revo- 
lutions among them fince the Union of the Crowns, 99,1 00. 

Clinton , Lord , appointed a commiffioner at the conference 
at Weftminfter, ii. 150. 

Cockbum , of Ormifton , receives a fupply of money from 
the Englilh to the congregation , i. 2 1 8. is intercepted 
and robbed of it , ibid. 

Coi« in Scotland, Lome account of, i. 21 1. 2)6. 

CommiJJ'aries appointed to try caufes in place of the Spiritual 
Court , i. 246. 

they are deprived of all authority, ii. <;o. 

ConfeJJion of faith by the Reformers , confcntqji to by Par- 
liament, i. 246. 

Congregation , the Proteftants diftinguiflied by that name , i. 
179. their leaders enter into an aflbciation, 180. are in- 
volved in difficulties, 215. apply to Q. Elizabeth for 
affiftance ,216. money fent them by her , intercepted , 
2 1 8- make a rafh and defperate attempt on Leith , and 
are repulfed , 219. are no lefs unfortunate in a 

fecond flcirmifh, 219. are quite difpirited and retreat to 
Stirling , ibid, are joined by the body of the nobles, 220. 
their army dwindles away, 221. are animated by Knox, 
ibid, they apply again to Q,. Elizabeth , 222. their parties 
harafs the French , 227. are affifted by a fleet from Eng- 
land , 229. conclude a treaty at Bet'wick, with the D. of 
Norfolk , 230. the defign and fubftance of this treaty, 
ibid, negociate a peace with France, 2? 8- articles of the 
treaty, 240. they reap advantages from it , 241. See 
Reformation. 

Covenant , national , framed in defence of the King and 
Government, ii. 3-8. the nature and reafonablenefs of 
it, 379. the progrefs of it fince, ibid. 
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Courtefy of Scotland , what , i. 6 4. 

Craig, a minifter, boldly teftifies againft Q. Mary’s marriage 
with Both well , ii. 81. 

Crawford , Capt. of Jordan Hill , furprifes Dumbarton Caftle, 
ii. 19?, 196. the difficulties of that enterprife , ibid. 

Earl of, one of the heads of the Spanifh fadtion 

Ii. $77- 382. offers his fervice to the K. of Spain, ibid. 

• joins in rebellion againft the lung, is forced to fubmit 
to him, and imprifoned a fhort time, ibid. 

Crichton , Regent during the minority of K. James II. his 
barbarous policy , i. 54. 

a Jefuit, a plot againft Q. Elizabeth difcovered by 

his means, ii. ;o2. 

Criminal r, a remarkable inftance of the difficulty of bringing 
them to juftice, i. 20, 21. 

Croc , du, the French ambaffador, refufed to countenance 
Q. Mary’s marriage with Bothwell , ii. 8>> attempts in 
vain a reconciliation between the Queen and the confe- 
derate Lords, 88 , 89- mediates a truce between the 
King and Queen’s party in Scotland, 214. 

Crown matrimonial of Scotland , rights conveyed by the 
grant of, i. 164. is granted by Parliament to the Dauphin 
of France, 166. deputies appointed to carry it, but are 
prevented , 169. 

* is demanded by Darnley , ii. 9. 

Cuningbam , Robert, appears at the trial of Bothwell in name 
of the Earl of Lenox, ii. 66. demands a delay , which is 
refufed, ibid. 

Curie , one of Q. Mary’s fecretaries, is feized and carried 
prifoner to London, ii. is produced an evidence 

againft her, 244. 


D. 


Sarnly, Henry, Lord, propofed as a husband to Q. Mary, 
' i. } 1 8. his right of fucceffion confidered , 21 9- is 
permitted to viftt the court of Scotland, 225. arrives 
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there , and quickly gains the Queen’s heart, 326. his 
character, difgults feveral of the nobles , particul\ ly 
, Murray, ibid. J29. cultivates a familiarity with David 
Rizio , is defpifed on that account, ;$o. grows 
intolerably infolent and haughty, fchemes to affaf- 

finate Murray, 540. a plot to feize and fend him to Eng- 
land prevented by the Queen , ibid, evidences of thi^, 
J4*, H 2 - his marriage with the Queen celebrated, 344. 
1 is honored with the title of King of Scotland , 54?. 

• is implacable with refpeCt to the exiled nobles, ii. 2. 

' lofes the Queen’s affeCtion by his untoward behaviour, 8. 
demands the Crown matrimonial , 9. becomes fufpicious 
of Rizio’s ill offices with the Queen, ibid, his refolution to 
be avenged of him encouraged by the nobles, it. articles 
agreed on between them for that purpofe , t}. heads the 
confpirators who perpetrate the murder, 15. confines the 
Queen after it is committed, 16. prohibits the meeting 
of the Parliament , ibid, makes his efcape with the Queen, 
it. her hatred to him increafes , 2?. is neglected by her 
and treated with little refpeCt by the nobles, 30. refolves 
to leave Scotland, 32. his wayward and capricious be- 
haviour , l J. he writes the reafons of his conduct to the 
Queen, 54. his ftrange behaviour at the baptifm of the 
Prince , 4?. a falfe reafon alledged for this confuted, 
46. retires to his father at Glafgow, 48. falls Celt there, 4 1. 
conjectures concerning his diftemper, ibid, is negleCted 
by the Queen , s 2, file afterwards vifits and expreffes af- 
fection for him , 54. he is prevailed on by her to come to 
Edinburgh, 56. is lodged in a feparate houfe , ibid, he is 
murdered there , 57. his character , ibid, a proclamation 
iflued for difeovering the murderers, $9. a remifs inquiry 
made into it, *9. 6 7. Capt. Blackadder and three 
others executed on that account, 95. the confeffion of 
Morton the Regent at his death concerning the murder,2 67- 

— a diflertation concerning his murder, iii. tog. paper 

of objections of the Court of England againlt his marriage 
with Q. Mary, App. 212. 

David l. K. of Scotland, his profufion to the church, i. 145. 

David 
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David. II. troubles during his minority, i. 35. 

Davifon , fent into Scotland by Q. Elizabeth , as a fpy on 
the French ambaflador, ii. 282. is fent to gain Arran’s in- 
tereft to Q. Elizabeth, 299. this he foon accomplifhes , 
ibid, brings the warrant for Q. Mary’s death atQ. Elizabeth’s 
defire , 354. is charged by her with difobeying her orders, 
364. is imprifoned, tried, and fined, and lofes all fa- 
vor , 363. objections againft him in the caufe of the 
late Scottifti Queen, App. $7 6. 

DeJJe , Monfieur, is fent with a fupply of forces to aflift 
the French againft the Englifh in Scotland, i. 127, 
128. his fuccefs there, ibid. 

Discipline in the church, the firft book of, compofed , 

i. 2 $ 8 . why objected againft in a convention of the 

States, ibid. 

• another attempt in favor of Church - difcipline 

fruftrated, ii. 27°- 

Douglas, the power and property of that family, i. 3$. 
they afpire to independency, 36. Will. Earl of, mur- 
dered by K. James II. 34. his fon endeavours to refent 
it, ss. is forced to fly into England, ibid. 

William, Q. Mary committed a prifoner to his 

caftle of Lochleven , ii. 94. 

- George , brother to the above , aftifts the Queen 

in making her efcape , ii. 114, 115. 

Archibald, one of Darnly’s murderers , ii. 527. 

undergoes a mock trial for that crime and is acquitted, 
ibid, is fent ambaflador to England, ibid, letter from 

him to the Q. of Scotts , Appendix, 347. to the King, 
IS8. 

Drury , Sir William, enters Scotland with an army to 
fupport the King’s party, ii. 186. they join him and 
drive oflF the Queen’s, ibid, he procures a truce between 
the King and Queen’s parties, 214. comes with forces 
to aflift Morton in befiegir.g the caftle of Edinburgh, 
231. which is forced to furrender 232. 

Sir Drue, is appointed one of Q. Mary’s keepers 

ii. 30?. 

Vol. III. D d 
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Dudley , Lord Robert , recommended by Q. Elizabeth as a 
husband to Q. Mary, i. ;i4- why a favorite of Q. 
Elizabeth’s , ibid, is highly promoted by her, p?. 
his ficuation extremely delicate, }i6. becomes fufpi- 
cious of Cecil, ;i7- 

Dumbarton Caftle , furprifed and taken in the King’s 
name by the Regent, ii. 194 — '9?- 

Dury , a minifter of Edinburgh , banifhed from his charge 
by K. James for his free invedtives againft the courtiers, 
ii. 27 :. after being reftored , he is driven from it a 
fecond time for approving the Raid of Ruthven, 290. 

E 

Edinburgh, is taken and burnt by the Englifh, i. 112. 
a great fray there between the French and Scots, 152, 
is feized by the Reformers, 190. its inhabitants 
are terribly alarmed by the French, 218- a treaty there 
with the French and Englifh, 2}8, 2^9. a loan de- 
manded of it by Q. Mary, j$2. which is granted for 
the fuperiority of Leith, ibid. 

the treaty of, infilled on by Q. Elizabeth, ii. 4 6, 

47. is poffelTed by the Queen’s party. 1 8 4- and forti- 
fied by them, 199. the City and Caftle hold out againft 
the King’s forces, 212. are reduced to great ftraits by 
famine, 2r$. are relieved by a truce, 214. the citi- 
zens take up arms to promote the King’s marriage, 
* 86 . 

— they rife again and infult the King and his minifters 

on the murder of the Earl of Murray, iii. 4 , s- aflift 
the King againft Huntly, 1 6. a violent tumult there on 
account of the Clergy, ?o. they are fevercly punilh- 
ed for it by the King, 34. 57. their minifters return 
to their charges, ;8 , $9. divided into parifhes, 

and number of minifters increafed , ;g. they decline 
publilhing the account of Gowrie’s conipiracy, 67. all 
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except one , who is b^nilhed , are perfuaded by the King 
to do it , <$8. 

Edward I. of England , deftroyed the public archives of 
Scotland, *i. 4.. is made umpire between Bruce and Baliol, 
11. his art to acquire the fuperioritv of Scotland, ibid, 
his wars with the Scots under Robert Bruce, 12, i}. 47. 

Eglinton , Earl of, is prevailed on to join the King’s party , 
ii. 202. 

Elizabeth , her peaceable acceffion to the Crown of England , 
i. 169. fupports the congregation in Scotland, 216. 
is fparing in her fupplies , 217. refolves to fupport 

them on a fecond application, 222. her good condudfin 
matters of importance, 22}. motives that determined 
her to allift them , 22$ , 22 6. her deliberate and 
refolute condudt, 228, 229. fends a ftrong fleet to their 
afliftance, 229. concludes a treaty with them , 2}o. 

r her right to the Crown of England affetted by Francis 
and Mary, in France, 2} 9. obtains advantageous terms 
for the Scots, ibid, is folicited by the Parliament of 
Scotland to marry the Earl of Arran, 250. this fhe de- 
clines, 2 1 1 . the feeds of her difcontent with (,). Mary, 
262, 2A}. her jealoufy of the fucceffion, 264- 266 her 
exceflive vanity and jealoufy of Mary’s beauty, 26 -, 268. 
her dillimulation to her, 269. refufes her a fafe con- 
duct, ib. evidences that fhe had no intention to molelt Mary 
in her pafTage to Scotland , 271. fends to congratulate 
her arrival ih Scotland, 271. refufes a conceflion made 
by Q.. Mary, 278. her jealoufy of her right betrayed 
her into mean adtions, z’"). her refemblance to Hen. 
VII. ibid, a perfonal interview with Q_ Mary propofed , 
jot. fhe artfully declines it, }02. her views in regard 
to Q. Mary’s marriage, }o6, }on. affumes a difagreeable 
authority, ibid, names one for a husband to Q. Mary, 
514. the different qualifications of her minilters and fa- 
vorites , } 1 diffembles with Q, Mary about hi r 

marriage, }i$. } 1 7- and tkewife with regard to L. 
Darnly. , }ao. affronts Q. Mary by her infrnuacion cor# 
cerning Lenox , ib. is perplexed about the marriage 
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of the Scottffli Queen, *24., .3 2 y . permits Darnly to 
vilit the court of Scotland, 32*. affeds to declare againft 
Q. Mary’s marriage to him , 332. ni- her reafonsfor 
this condud , 555. 334. her great diflimulation in that 
affair, 3 3 9 * her harfh and deceitful behaviour to Murray 
and his affociates who had fled to her, 33 o. 

Elizabeth , is ftruck at hearing of the birth of James VI. ii. 29. 
confents to Hand godmother to him , ibid, the Partial 
.ment addrefs her to fettle the fucceflion, 37. this greatly 
en.barrafles her , 38 , 3 9- fhe fooths and gains her 
Pailiament, 40. endeavours to accommodate her dif- 
ferences with Mary, 46. writes to delay the trial of Dam- 
ly’s murderers , 6?. interpofes in her behalf when a 
prifoner, 9-. her ambaffador is refufed accefs to Q. 
Mary, 99. fhe offers afliftance to the other nobles, 100. 
her deliberations concerning the difpofal of Q. Mary on 
her arrival in England, 123, ,24. refolves to de- 
tain her there, 129. her motives to this condud, 
126. fends her letters of condolence, and gives orders 
to watch her conduct, 127, ,28. fhe gladly accepts 
the office of umpire between her and her fubjeds, 128, 
129. receives a very preffmg letter from Q. Mary, 131! 
her precautions againft her, 132. appoints commiflionets 
to hear Q. Mary and her accufers, ,38 her important 
lituation on that occafion, ib. her views in this affair, 
140, 14,. receives the Regent’s demands, 14c re- 
moves the conference to Weftminfter, 147. her mean 
amfices to get the evidence of Q Mary’s guilt from 
the Regent, 194. treats her with greater rigor, ice. 

. writes a harfh letter to Q. Mary, ,<«. fl le difmiffes the 
Regent without approving or condemning him, ic 7 . 
but fecretly fupports his party, ,,g. ma k cs propofols 
to the Regent in her favor, ,62. Norfolk’s projed con- 
cea^d from her, 166. difcovers and defeats a rebellion 
m Q. Mary s favor, 1 71 , , 7a . refolves to deliver her 
• UP t0 the Regent , . 7 <i*her great concern at his death, 

181. continues to encourage fadions in Scotland , 182, 
183. her political condud with regard to Lenox, 
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187 — 1 89- is excommunicated, and deprived of her 
kingdom, &c. by the Pope, 188. fupports the King’s 
party in Scotland, and names Lenox to be Regent, 189. 
propofes a treaty of accommodation between Q. Mary and 
her fubjedls , 190. procures a ceffation of hoftilities , 

ib. fends propofals to Q.. Mary, 191. her artifices in 
the condud of this affair, 192. appoints commif- 
Coners to frame a treaty, 19}. finds a pretence to ren- 
der their meeting fruitlefs , 19 s. a marriage propofed 
between her and the D. of Anjou , 20*. declares openly 
againft the Queen’s party, 21 1. concludes a treaty with 
France, 215. her motives for negociating a peace be- 
tween the two parties in Scotland , 226 , 227. is 

jealous of Cecil’s inter view with Q. Mary, 2??. nego- 
ciates a treaty between Morton and his adverfaries, 2to. 
her anfwer to K. James’s demand of a poffclfion of an 
tftate in England , 251. a marriage between her 

and the D. of Alenqon propofed , 254. interpofes in 
behalf of Morton, 259. her meafures in order to fave 
him, 262, 26}. countenances the confpirators at Ruth- 
ven, 278. is alarmed at a confpiracy againft her, 296, 

297. the defigns of Q. Mary’s adherents againft her, 

298. endeavours to recover her intcreft in Scotland, 
and gains Arran to her intereft, 299. amufes Q. Alary 
tvith a fruitlefs negociation , 302. a new confpiracy 
againft her , ibid, an affociation formed for her defence, 
303, 5 04. her fufpicions of Q. Mary, ibid, her life 
endangered by a confpiracy, }io. this how difcovered 
and prevented, }n. occafions an extraordinary ftarute 
for her prefervation , ib. is in a dangerous fnuation from 
the progrefs of the holy league 316. endeavours to 
form a confederacy of the Proteftant Princes, $17. 
and to proceed with rigor againft Q Mary, 318. advan- 
ces her Intereft in Scotland, and propofes a league with 
it, 519. fettles a penfion upon K. James, ibid, 
concludes a treaty with Scotland, 32? account of Ra- 
bington’s confpiracy againft her, 328 — 331. her difli- 
mulation after Q. Alary’s conviction, 346, 347. her 
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anfwer to K. James’s interceflion for her, 340. her far- $ 
ther ditfimulatinn and anxiety, 342. figns the warrant 
for her execution, 344. her fpeech to Davifon on that 
occafion , ib. affedhs to lament Q. Mary’s death, 36}. 
feveral marks of her artifice in that affair, 564, 364. 
fhe endeavours to footh K. James, 364. provocations 
given by her to Spain, 374, 57$. prepares to meet its 
refentment, 376, 57'. endeavours to fecure Scotland, 
ibid, tries to prevent K. James’s marriage, 38G 

Elizabeth , folichs him to treat confpirators againft him with 
rigor , iii. 9. evades the decifion of K. James’s right of 
fucceflion to the Crown of England , 4;, 44. is difgufled 
at feveral of his proceedings, 4s, 46. difeovers his cor- 
refpondence with the Pope, ibid, frefh grounds of her 
fufpicion , 72 her condudt with regard to the Earl of 
EfTex, 78. her irrefolution concerning his death, and 
great concern after it, ibid, receives ambaffadors from K. 
James with regard , and increafes his fubfidy, 79. her laft 
illnefs, 8? conjetftures concerning the caufes of her me- 
lancholy , 8t — 86. her death, 9,6. and charader, 87. 
declared the K. of Scots her fucceffor, 89. fome of her let- 
ters , Appendix, 199. 227. 241, 242. 240. 264. 266. 
2S2. 

Elphingjlon , fecretary to K. James VI. deceives him into a 
correfpondence with the Pope, iii. 46. is tried and found 
guilty of high treafon , and pardoned on the Queen’s 
interceflion , ibid. 

England , the Englifh feize and detain King James I. of 
Scotland long a prifoner, i. 34. the nobles there humbled, 

39. had early two houfes of Parliament, 82. they invade 
Scotland, 112. their depredations there, 113, 1 14. a 
peace between England, France, and Scotland , 114. 
invade Scotland again, 121. gain a great victory, 122, 
123. it proves of little a d vantage to them, 124. they force 
the Scots into a clofer union with France, 126. conclude 
a peace , 130. an Englifh fleet arrives in Scotland to aflift 
the congregat’on , 228. a peace concluded between them, 
229, 230. they enter Scotland and beliege the French in 
Leith, 230. are feveral times repulfed, 232. caufes of theic 
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bad fuccefs , 233. articles of a treaty of peace, 241. 
they quit Scotland, 242. reflections on the right of fuccef- 
fion to their Crown, 2A4 — 267. 

England, the Parliament favors Q Mary’s right of fucceflion, 
iii. 37. a league between England and France, 215. be- 
tween England and Scotland, 325. the national covenant 
adopted in England, 379. 

Entails , with what view introduced , i. 23,24. 

Episcopal government in the Church , fame account of it , 
i.2?4- an attempt to revive it , ii. 222. it is abolifhed by 
theAfiembly, 271. 

■ jurifdiCtion abolifhed, iii. ?. See Archbishops. 

Errol , Earl of, one of the heads of the Spanifh faction, ii. 
377. his olFers of fervice to the K. of Spain , 381. ap- 
pears in rebellion, 384. is forced to fubmit to the King, 
3 8?. imprifoned for a fhort time , ibid. 

joins in another confpiracy , iii. 7. is fummoned 

by the King to furrender , 9. offers to fubmit to a trial , 
13. fentence pronounced againft him , 14. 

Erskine of Dun, is employed by the Queen Regent to deceive 
the Proteftants , i. rfio. his refentment of this ufage, ibid. 

Lord, governor of Edinburgh Cattle , aCts a neutral 

part between the Queen Regent and the congregation , i. 
220. receives the Queen Regent into the Caftle , 232. 
is created Earl of Alar, 297. See Mar. 

Alexander has the chief direction of the education 

of K. James VI. ii. 241. admits feme of the nobles to make 
complaints to him againft Morton the Regent, 243. is 
turned out of Stirling Caftle by his nephew the Earl of Mar j 
247. 

Efneval , the French Envoy , endeavours to ohftruCt a treaty 
between England and Scotland , ii. 32?. 

EJfex , Earl of, fet up by the Englifh Papifts as a candidate 
for the Crown, iii. 20. heads a party in England, 72. 
his character, i.bid. is greatly diftinguifhed by the Queen, 
73. favors the K. of Scots , ibid, obtains the offices 
of Lord Lieutenant and Commander in Chief in Ireland , 
ibicL is unfuccefsful in that expedition, ibid, receives a 
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harfh letter from the Queen, 74. returns to England 
and is confined , ibid, is tried and cenfured, ibid, en- 
deavours tofpiritup King James, 7$. his ralh and frantic 
conduft, 76. is again taken into cuftody, 77- his death, 
78. his fon and afTociates are reftored to their honors 
after the accelfion of K. James, ibid. 

Europe , the ftate of, at the beginning of the fixteenth 
century, i. 87. 

Excommunication , a terrible engine of the Popifh Clergy, 
i. iso. 


F 

Felton , an Englifhman , fixes the Pope’s excommunication- 
of Q. Elizabeth on the gates of the Bilhop of London’s 
palace, ii. 188' 

Fene/on, M. de la Motte, fent by the French King to inter- 
pofe for K. James when confined by the Kuthven con- 
fpirators , ii. Z82. is forced to return without fuccefs, ibid. 

Feudal Government , its origin, and ariftocratical genius, 
i. is, 1 < 5 , 17, 1 8- caufes which limited the power of 
feudal Monarchs, 17. feudal vadals liable to few taxes! 
18. a remarkable inftance of the feeblenefs of feudal 
government , ci , 22. the mod perfect idea of the feudal 
fj'ftem, how attained, 4s. ftate of it in England, 80 — 82. 
and in Scotland , 78 , 79 , 8°. 

Fife , a populous and powerful country , much devoted to 
the congregation , i. 227. is deftroyed and plundered by 
the French , ibid. 

«■ the fynod of, excommunicates the Archbifhop of 

St. Andrew’s for contumacy, ii. 524. 

* they excommunicate the Popilh Lords, iii. ij. 

Floxvden , the battle of, i. 64. 

Forbes , Lord, with the Earl of Argyle , is fent againft the 
Popilh Lords, iii. 18- are defeated by them, ibid. 

For dun , John de, his hiftory of Scotland when wrote, i. 4. 
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Forjier , Sir John , warden of the Englifh borders, a fcuffle 
between him and the Scots, ii. J20. 

Fotberingay Caftle , Q. Mary’s imprifonment , trial , and 
death there, ii. — $60. 

France , the confequences of the fubverfion of the feudal 
government there , i.* 88. a body of French arrive in 
Scotland to fupport the Catholics, 119. they reduce the 
caftle of St. Andrew’s , ibid, another party of them arrive 
there, 127, 128. conclude a peace with England, i;o. 
their tranfaCtions there, iji. their politic conduct, 
ibid. i}2. they leave Scotland, ibid, their artifices in 
a treaty of marriage between the Dauphin and the Q.. of 
Scots, 162, 1 6}. the Proteftants endeavour to expel the 
French army out of Scotland, 19$. another party of them 
arrive there and fortify Leith, 204. they exafperate the 
people by their infolence , ibid, they are fent againft the 
congregation, 226. they deftroy and plunder Fife, and are 
much harafied by parties of the congregation , 227, 228. 
are greatly alarmed by the arrival of the Englifh fleet,' 228. 
they return to Leith greatly harafied and exhaufted, 229. 
are befieged there by the Englifh and the congregation, 
2} 2. they gain feveral advantages, 214. their motives for 
concluding a peace, 2; 6. negociations for thatpurpofe, 
2?7» 2 3 8 - articles of the treaty, 2^9, 240. they leave 
Scotland, 242. the French advife Q. Mary to moderate' 
meafures, 260. their propofals by an ambaffador reject- 
ed , ibid, they agree to Q. Mary’s marriage with Lord 
Darnly , $28. 

— the licentioufnefs of their morals, ii. 9?. 

— , King of, a copy of his directions fent to Scot- 
land, App. 522. 

Francis I. gives a check to the ambitious projects of Char- 
les V. i. 92. his fidelity to the Scots, 1 14. his death, 1 19. 

* II. comes to the crown of France, i. 199. his cha- 

racter, ibid. 251. is guided by the Duke of Guife and 
Cardinal of Lorrain , ibid, he treats the Proteftants with 
great rigor, 2} 6. his death, 251, 
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G 

Giffords, Dodtor and Gilbert, their notion concerning the 
lawfulrefs of killing heretical excommunicated Princes, ii. 
J28- they join in a confpiracy to kill Q. Elizabeth, ib. 
Gilbert being gained by Walfingham betrays his a(To- 
ciates , ; ; o , ; ; is employed to carry on foreign cor- 
refpondence with Q. IVlary, )j). 

Glamis , Lady, is condemned to be burnt for witchcraft, i. 70. 

Lord , chancellor , intimates the King’s order to 

Morton to furrender the Regency, ii. 244. is killed in a 
rencounter at Stirling, 246. 

. the tutor of, joins the confpirators of Ruthven, ii. 

27?. his bold fpeech to K. James, 276. he, with the 
other confpirators , feize the Caftle of Stirling and eredt 
their ftandard , 292. he is attainted, and his eftate for- 
feited, ?oo. 

Glafgoov, Bilhop of, a note of his concerning the Queen 
of Scotland’s dowry, Appendix tt;. 

Glen cairn , Earl of, joins the Ruthven confpirators, ii. 279. 

Glenlivat, the battle of, iii. t9. 

Gordon, Sir John, a fcuffle in the ftreets of Edinburgh 
between him and Lord Ogilvy , i. 294. being confined 
for it, he makes his efcape, 29^. when ordered by the 
Queen to furrender himfelf, he takes up arms againft 
her, 296. is defeated, and , together with his brother, 
made prifoner, 299. he is beheaded and his brother par- 
doned , ibid. 

. Lord, fet at liberty, i. ?4<>. 

Sir Adam , exerts himfelf for the Queen’s interefl 

in the north , ii. 211. his character and good conduct 
.as a foldier , 214, 21$. 

Govorie , Earl of, joins in a confpiracy to feize the King 
at Ruthven, ii. 27$. is vifited and pardoned by the King 
after his efcape, 289. becomes fufpected, and is ordered 
for France , 292. delays his voyage, and is taken into 
cuftody , ibid, he is tried and executed, 29;. 
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Govnrie, John and Alexander, fons of the above, their cha- 
racter and confpiracy, lii. yo. the furpriling circumflances 
of that remarkable tranfadion , 31 36. feveral different 

conjectures concerning it, 36 — 68 their dead bodies 
broughc into Parliament and condemned , 6g. their eftates 
and honors forfeited, and name aboifhed for ever, ibid, 
different accounts of this affair publifhed , but not fatis- 
faetory, 69 — 71. See Ruthven. 

Graham , Sir David , of Fintry , accufed of a confpiracy 
with the popifh Lords in favor of Spain, iii. 8. is con- 
victed and beheaded, 9. 

Gray , mailer of, fome account of him, ii. *09 he be- 

. comes a favorite of K. James VI. ibid, is gained to Q, 
Elizabeth’s intereft, ib. betrays Q. Mary, 307. perfuades 
K. James to write a harfh and undutiful letter to her , 
$14 joins with others in promoting {). Elizabeth’s intereft 
in Scotland, 318. his treachery when fent to intercede 
for Q. Mary , 332 his bafenefs difcovered , he is dif- 
graced , $68- his vain attempt againft fecretary Maitland, 
369. 

ads in Italy as a fpy from the court of England , 

iii. 43. a memorial of his for his Majefty , Appendix, 
361 — 369. to the fecretary of ilate , 366. 

Gnife , Duke of, his violent counfels with regard to the 
Scots, i. 198, »99- is murdered at the fiege of Orleans, 
30s. 

— his intrigues againft Q. Elizabeth, ii. 297, 298. 

is a principal promoter of the holy league, 316. 373. 
drives the French King out of his capital, ibid. 

H 

Haddingtoun , feized and fortified by the Englifh, i. 126. 
is relieved by the French, 128. , 

Hamilton , the rife of that family , i 37. arbitrary pro. 
ceedii'gsiof Morton the Regent againft it, ii. 352, 233. 
See C batelberuu.it. . . .j 
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Hamilton , of Bothwelhaugh , taken prifoner at the battle of 
Langfide, ii. 133. is tried and condemned for rebellion, 
ibid, obtains a pardon from Murray the Regent, by the 
interceffion of Knox , ibid, an account of his murdering 
Murray, 176 — 178. makes hisefcape, 178. is recei- 
ved in triumph at Hamilton, ig>. 

• Mr. Patrick, the firft who fuffered in Scotland for 

the Proteftant religion, i. 170. 

Hartford , Earl of, invades Scotland with an Englifh army, 
i. 1 12. burns Edinburgh and Leith, ibid, is made Duke 
of Somerfet , and protector of England ,121. See Somerfet. 

Hatton , vice-chamberlain of England , the argument by 
which he prevailed on Q. Mary to plead at her trial, ii. 

m- 

Henry II. of France, fends forces to a (Tift the Scots, i. 
1 1 9. a marriage propofed between his Ton the Dauphin 
and the young Q. of Scots, 127, 128. excites the 
Scots to invade England , 157. his infamous impoGtion 
on Q. Mary in the treaty of marriage, 162, 167. per- 
fuades his ion and Q. Mary to affume the titles of King 
and Queen of England, 17c. his death, 197. 

III. degenerates greatly on his acceflion to the 

crown of France, ii. 3x9. enters into a private nego- 
ciation with Q. Elizabeth , 3 1 8. interpofes feebly in 
behalf of Q. Mary, 347. 148. 

VIII. of England , by his fyften of reformation be- 
comes formidable both to Papifts and Proteftants , i. 71 
propofes an interview with King James V. ib. is difap- 
pointed by him and declares war againft Scotland, 72, 
73. invades it, but is forced to retreat, 74. hjs im- 
portance, as to the balance of power in Europe , 93. 
his influence in Scotland how obtained, 9^. his fchemcs 
with regard to it on the death of James V. 100. were 
ill-conduded by himfelf, and odious to the Scots, 10 1. 
his treacherous feizute of Scots fhips that took fhelter in 
his ports, 1 04. attempts to gain the Regency by great promi- 
ses, 106 invades Scotland, 112. this being ij-conduded 
turns to no account , ibid, receives and rewards the Earl 
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of Lenox, iij. encourages the murderers of Cardinal 
Beatoun, 118. his death and charadter, ibid, inconfiftent 
condudt, 174. excluded the Scotch line by his teftament, ib. 

Herries , Lord , joins Chatelherault in oppofing the Regent , 
ii. 1 68. comes to a treaty with him, ibid, he and the 
Duke are committed prifoners to the caftle of Edinburgh , 
169. intimates the King’s order to Morton to refign the 
Regency, 244. account of his behaviour in Parliament, 
Appendix, 180. a letter from him to Lord Scroop and 
Sir F. Knollis. 279. 

Hickford, fecretary to the Duke of Norfolk, betrays him 
by difcovering his intrigues with Q. Mary ii. 208 , 209. 

Highlands and Isles , an attempt to civilize them by King 
James VI. iii. 8*- regulations for that purpofe , ibid, 
three towns endued with the privileges of royal boroughs 
ordered to be built there, 82. 

Hodgfon , a prieft of Rheiras , maintained the lawfulnefs of 
killing heretical excommunicated Princes, ii. 328- 

Howe , Alexander Lord , thWarts the meafures of the Duke 
of Albany, Regent, i. $7. 

Lord, fent by K. James VI. with a fecret embaffy 

to the Pope , iii. 48. 

Howard. See Norfolk. 

Hunfdon , Lord, governor of Berwick, his interview with 
Arran, ii. 299, )oo. 

Huntly , Earl, though a catholic, joins the reformers in 
oppofing the French army , i. 196 affifts them only 
with fair promifes, 219. his further concurrence with 
them, 2 $4. fome account of that family, 292, 29}. 
his enmity againft the young Queen’s minifters , ibid, 
his refentment inflamed by an accident, 294. appears 
in an open rebellion againft the Queen, 297. his plot 
againft her minifters difappointed , ibid, breaks out into 
open rebellion, 298. trodden* to death in a battle, 
299. his family profecuted with the utmoft rigor, 300. 
feveral anecdotes and coniedtures concerning his plot, 
ibid. 301. is attainted by Parliament, 309. 
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Hitntly , the attainder repealed , and the family reftored to 
eftate and honors , ii. < 5 g. 

his attachment to Bothwell, ii. < 5 1 . 7?. refufes to 

fuhmit to the Regent, 1 6 1 ■ is forced to do it, 162. 
adh as lieutenant to the Queen after the Regent’s mur- 
der, j 8 < 5 . is proclaimed a traitor by Lenox the new Regent, 
189. receives fome money and promifes of aftiftance 
from Spain, 190. agrees to a treaty with Morton 
the Regent, 2;o. is one of the heads of the Spanifh 
fadtion , *77. engages to the Prince of Parma to ferve 
the King of Spain, ?82- is imprifoned for a fhort time, 
?8 j-- eredts a ftandard of rebellion, ibid, but forced to 
fubmit to the King, t8y. is again imprifoned, ibid, is 
foon fet at liberty , ibid. 

receives a commiflion from the King, iii. 4. his 

barbarous murder of the Earl of Murray, ibid, is fum- 
moned to furrender to juftice , y. flies to the mountains, 
9. offers to fubmit to a trial, 1?. fentence pronounced 
againft him, 14. refufes to fubmit, 15. makes another 
defperate attempt, but is forced to fly, 17, ig. 

I 

James I. was detained long a prifoner in England , i. } y. 
troubles in Scotland during that time, %6. was much 
improved by an Englifh education, 49, so. his policy 
on his return to Scotland, <0. his charadter, yi. fup- 
prefles the power of the nobles, ibid, they being exaf- 
p< rated, confpire againft , and murder him , 52, y$. 

- II. troubles in Scotland during his minority, i. y6, ;•?. 
his attempts againft the nobles, y;, y4. murders the Earl 
of Douglas , y4. procures feveral good laws to be paf- 
fed, ys, y< 5 . reduces the power of the nobles, y6. his 
death, t 7 . 

III. the ftate of Scotland during his minority, i. 47. 

his impolitic conduct, S7, y8. kills one of his brothers, 
and is invaded by anotner , y8. is greatly infultcd by his 
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nobles, 60. his defpicable minions, ibid, was the firft 
that appointed a (landing guard to his perfon^ 61. the 
nobles are provoked to take arms againft him, 62. is killed 
in a battle againft them , ibid, his chara&er , 6?. 

James IV. his charadter , i. 6 }. is killed in a battle againft 
the Englifh atFlowden, 64. 

V. his minority long and turbulent, i. }7. tranf- 

atftions during that time, 64, 6 aflumes the government 
while very young, 66 . his charadter, 67. his fcheme 
for humbling the nobles, 6 7 — 71. is diverted from it by 
the clergy, 75, 74. takes arms for the defence of his 
kingdom, 74. his nobles refuting to follow him, throws 
him into a deep melancholy, 7 ? — 77. which is increafed 
by a furprifing defeat of his forces, 76. his death, 17. 
refledtions on his condudt , 78. he refufed an alliance with 
Charles V. Emperor , 94. 

VI. his birth, ii. 29. his haptifin, 44. the care 

of him committed to the Earl of Mar , 61. is by him 
preferved from falling into the hands of Bothwell, 8}. is 
crowned, 10;. the nobles oppreffed by Alorton the Re- 
gent, turn their eyes to him for redrefs , 241. his edu- 
cation and difpofitions , 242. he becomes fufpicious 
of the Regent’s power , ibid, difcovers early a great at- 
tachment to favorites, 2y?. adopts two of different dif- 
poiitions, ibid, enters Edinburgh with great folemnity, 257. 
is by his favorites engaged in unpopular meafures, 274, 
27$. is feized by a party of nobles at Ruthven , 276. 
and forced ta receive complaints againft his favorites, ib. 
diffembles with them, and banifhes Lenox, 278 is brought 
to Stirling and Holyroodhoufe , 280. his concern for Le- 
nox’s death, and regard for his memory, 28 r. receives 
the French ambaffador with great refpect , 282. makes 
his efcape from the confpirators , 28?. refolves to treat 
them with moderation, 28y. vifits Gowrie and grants him 
a pardon, ibid, renews his fondnefs for Arran, 28 6. is 
by him perfuaded to violent meafures againft ihe confpi- 
rators , ibid, his anfwer to a haughty letter from QL Eli- 
zabeth on their behalf, 287 - is by her interpoGtion ren» 
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dered more violent againft them, 288- is provoked by the 
clergy, 290. his fteps to humble them, 29}. his profu- 
fion to Arran, 301. fends a new favorite to England againft 
the banilhed lords, $0$. devolves the whole regal autho- 
rity on Arran , 507, 308. writes an undutiful letter to 
his mother, $14. is threatened to be difinherited by her, 
ibid, receives a penfion from Q. Elizabeth, 319. is recon- 
ciled to the exiled lords, 322. becomes popular by con- 
cluding a treaty with England , 32s , 326. his fcandalous 
behaviour with regard to Arch<>. Douglas,} 27. his endeavours 
to fave his mother’s life after her condemnation, 348 , 
349. is greatly incenfed at her death, 365. arguments 
ufed by the Engliih minifters to pacify him, ibid. 
is forced to ftifle his refentment, 367. attempts to unite 
the nobles, 369, 370. is courted both by Spain and 
England, 376, 377. refolves vigoroufly to adhere to the 
latter, 377. takes feveral fteps with that view, ibid, his 
fkill in the popilh controverfy, 38}. wrote a commentary 
on the Revelations , ibid, his maxims with regard to po- 
pery , 384. his exceflive lenity to confpirators againft 
him, ibid, refolves to marry the Princefs of Denmark, 
383. arts ufed to prevent it , ibid, the marriage is con- 
fummated in Norway, 387. paifes feveral months in Den- 
mark, ibid, reflections on his condudt there, 388- 
James, his arrival in Scotland with his Queen, iii. 1. in- 
dulges the Presbyterians , 2. the ill confequences of his 
lenity, 3. his zeal againft witchcraft, ibid, is folicited by 
Q. Elizabeth to treat the confpirators againft him with 
rigor, 9, 10. is fufpected of conniving with them, 10. 
is furprifed and feized by Bothwell , 11. and forced to 
comply with his terms, ibid, his lenity to Bothwell abufed, 
14. is fufpedted of favoring the popifh Lords, is. is in 
new danger from them , 1 6. delegates his authority to 
Argyle and Forbes againft them, 18- goes in perfon againft 
them , 1 9. waftes their lands and garrifons their caftles , 
ibid, his right of the fucceffion to the crown of England 
oppofed by the papifts, 20. his lenity to them incenfes 
the clergy and people ,24, as, is much provoked by the 

obftinacy 
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obftinacy of the clergy, 28. gives orders againft them, 
jt. is much infulted, and in great danger at Edinburgh, 
J < — 1 leaves Edinburgh and proceeds with feverity againft 
the citizens , 5 4 — t 7. acquires abfolute dominion in eccle- 
fiailical affairs , 5 8 , j 9 ftrengthens his intereft in par* 
liamenc, by reftoring the feats of the ecclefiaftics, 40—42. 
endeavours with fuccefs to gain a party in England, 4*. 
increafes his reputation by publifhing his Bafilicon Doron , 
44. is accufed by Q. Elizabeth of correfponding with the 
Pope , 46. this he denies , and how accounted for, 47, 
other reports concerning this, ibid, is at great pains to 
gain the Roman catholics, 48. his regulations with regard 
to the church, 49, $o. the myfterious affair of Gowrie’s 
confpiracy, to — 71. his cautious behaviour in regard to 
the Earl ofEflex , 76. fends ambaffadors to fave him, 77. 
they arrive too late , ibid, he reftores his fon and affo- 
ciates to their honors after his acceffion, ibid, continues 
bis intrigues in England, 79, 80. his intereft greatly 
ftrengthened there, ibid, endeavours to civilize the high- 
lands and ifies , 81 , 82. is proclaimed King in England, 
after the death of Q. Elizabeth, 88. is proclaimed likewife 
in Scotland , 90. prepares for his journey to England, 9*. 
enters London, and takes poffefiion of the throne , 92. 
his charader how different from that of Q. Elizabeth, ib. 
a letter from him to Mr. Archibald Douglas, Append. 
curious letter to him from an unknown Engliffi corre- 
fpondent , jgo. 

Jnvernefs caftle , refufes to furrender to Q. Mary,i. 297, 
it is forced , and the governor puniihed , ibid. 

Italy , the liberty of , how prefer veil , i. 89. 

K 

Keith , Sir William, fent to intercede for Q.. Mary when 
under fentence , ii. 549. letter from him to fecretary Mait- 
land, Appendix, 4 66. 

Kent , Earl of, appointed to fee the fentence againft Q. Mary 
executed , ii. 355- 

Vot. HI. E e 
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Her of Ferniherft , ravages England on the murder of Murray 
the Regent, ii. 182. his defign , 18?. has a fcuffle with 
the Englifh, 320. 

Geo. brother to L. Newbattle, is difcovered when 

ready to fail to promote a plot in Spain , iii. 7. his fcheme 
opened, ibid, efcapes out of prifon, 10. 

ILillierevo , Henry , his declaration on the peace , Appendix, 

Kings , feudal , the moll limited of all Princes, i. 1 y. general 
caufes of this, 17. their revenues were hut fmall , 18. had 
no Handing armies, 1 9. and jurifdi&ion limited, 2 o. means 
ufed to extend the royal authority, 40. their jurifdicfion 
enlarged , 42. the extraodinary influence of the Scottifh 
Kings in Parliament, 78. the reafon of this , 84. 

Kirkaldy of Grange y one of the murderers of Beatoun, is 
recalled by the Q. Dowager, i. 160. his attainder reverfed 
in Parliament , $09. 

— offers to fight Bothwell in Angle combat, ii. 89. his 

interview with Q. Mary, in name of the confederate Lords, 
90. refcues Maitland from confinement , 171. labors to 
fupport the King’s authority, and reftore harmony after 
the murder of the Regent, 18?, 184. accedes to the 
Queen’s party , 184. provides for a fiege by increafing his 

• garrifon and fortifying Edinburgh , 198. proclaims Lenox’ 

■ authority unlawful and ufurped , 199. attempts in vain 

• to prevent a meeting of the Parliament, 200. forms a 
fcheme tor furprifing the King’s party, 2oj is at fiift 
fuccclsful , but afterwards defeated , 204. comes near to 
an agreement with Alar the Regent, 219. a treaty with 
Morton breaks it off, 228 — 2$o. fires upon Edinburgh 
from the caftle , 229. is befieged by the Regent, aflifted 
by the Englith forces, 2; 1. is forced by a mutiny of the gar- 
rifon to capitulate , 2} 2. furrenders to Drury the Englifh 
general, ibid, is by order ofQ. Elizabeth delivered up to 
the Regent, 259. he and his brother are executed , ibid. 

Knollys , Sir Francis, fent by Q. Elizabeth with letters of 
condolence to Q. Mary on her arrival in England , ii. 136, 
fome of his letters, Appendix, 274 — 282 — 289. 
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Knox » John, a famous reformer, his character, L >14, 
after being fome time abroad, he is recalled by the per- 
fected Prote(l<ms , 1R1. inflames the multitude at Perth 
with rage againlt the Papilts , ibid, his notion concerning 
the government of women whence , i SR. his refidence 
fixed in Edinburgh, 19}. complains of (he Iukewarmnef9 
of the reformers , 20R his opinion to the convention of 
reformers that it is lawful to refill and deprive tyrannical 
Princes, 2 _lq. animates and revives the defponding Con. 
gregation , 22 r, 222. complains of the neglect of the 
reformers in providing maintenance for their preachers, 
2 aft, recommends the Geneva model of Church Govern- 
ment, 2 s 6. propofes fuperintendants in the church , 257. 
compofes the fi-ft book of difcipline , 2t 8 renounces 
friendlhip with the Earl of Murray for his moderation, j 1 o. 
is tried for encouraging a mutiny among the people , and 
acquitted, 1 1 2. popifh judges concur in this decifion, 
ibid is publicly accufed by Maitland of preaching feditiouS 
doCtrine concerning reliftance , ^24. characters of the two 
difputants, ibid. 

- — — — approved of feveral inftances of aflfaffination , ii. 2J. 
agrees to fome regulations concerning the election of 
Bilhops, 22 1 . fpecimen of his eloquence, 224- his 
death and character, 224. . 22s. his eulogium by Mor- 
ton the Regent , 22c. articles fent by him to the general 
aflembly, Appendix, 109. 

L 

Langfide , the battle of, ii. t iQ. 

Laureait , cardinal , is fent as a nuncio from the Pope with a 
prePent to Q,. Mary of Scotland, ii. 4 . is (topped at Paris, 42 . 

League , holy, a confederacy of Roman catholics fo called, ii. 
\ uL was univerfally agreed to by them all over Europe, id. 

Learning , the revival of, promotes the reformation , i. 1 4U 

Leicejier, Earl of, appointed a commiilioner to the con- 
ference at Weftminfter , ii. it a. 
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Leith burnt by the Englifh , L r 12. fortified by the French, 

304. befieged by the Englifh , 2 to. Q. Mary lands there 
from France , 271. the fuperiority of it granted by her to 
Edinburgh, U2. 

is feized and fortified by Morton the Regent , ii. 109. 

Lenox , Earl of, arrives in Scotland from France, L Lad. 
is much courted by cardinal Beatoun, ibid, his pretenfiong 
to the fucccflion , how founded , log, refents Beatoun’s 
deccitfulnefs to him, 1 10. heads the reformers and the 

• advocates for the Englifh alliance, tit, furprifes the Re- 
gent and cardinal, ibid, is outwitted by the cardinal, ibid, 
continues alone in the interefl of England , iij. is forced 

- to fly to that court , where he is rewarded , ibid, is mar. 
ried to a niece of K. Henry’s , by which he became father 

• to a race of Kings , ibid, his claim to the fucceffion, 3 18. 
is imprifoned for a fecret correfpqndence with Q. Mary, 

3 1 9. is invited fecretly by her to return to Scotland, ibid, 
arrives in Scotland , and is received with great familiarity 
by her , 321, his forfeiture is repealed , and he is 

reflored to his eftate and honors by the Parliament, 322. 
his lady fent prifoner to the Tower of London, and 
treated with rigor , ; ;g. 

he infills on the profecution of his fon Darnly’s 

murderers, ii. 6su charges Bothwell with it, ibid, the pro- 
fecution is hurried , di. he craves a delay , which is 
refufed , 64. he is left alone in it, ibid, folicits Q. Eli- 
zabeth’s interefl to obtain a delay , infills on it by 
proxy at the trial , but is over-ruled , <jL being appre- 
henfive of danger he flies towards England , 6g. his 
countefs accufes Q. Mary of the murder to Q. Elizabeth , 

1 29. he appears at the conference at Weftminfter , and 
accufes Q. Mary of the murder upon oath, 1 t 2. returns 
to Scotland protected by an Englifh army , 1R6. is eleded 
Regent, iRo. his progrefs againfl the Queen’s party, ib. 
appoints commiflioners to frame a treaty with thofe of # 
the Queen , 1 g ;. furprifes Dumbarton cattle , 19s — 197. 

• joins the Earl of Morton at Leith, 199. holds a Parliament 
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in the Canongate, ibid, another at Stirling, *02. he • 
furprifed and killed there , 204. 

Lenox, Lord Aubigny, his charader, ii. 25 joins with the 
King’s other new favorite to undermine Morton , 2 re- 
nounces Popery , 2 ^7. Q. Elizabeth demands him to be 
removed from the privy council , 259. is accufed by her 
ambaffador , 261. Arran tries in vain to fupplant him , 
269. is commanded by K. James at the requell of the 
nobles to leave the kingdom , 278- puts off his departure 
on various pretences , 278 , 279- returns unwillingly to 
France , where he foon dies, 2So. his memory vindicated 
and much regarded by the King , 2f5 L died a Protellant , ib. 

— Earl of, ’left as the King’s lieutenant in the north 

after aifperfing the popifh Lords, iii. 19. 

Leslie, Norman, murders Cardinal Reatoun, L ii( 5 ..heand 
his affociates keep poffeffion of the caftle of St. Andrews, 
1 \J_. makes a truce with the Regent, 1 1 8. are encouraged 
by Hen. VIII. ibid. 

Bilhop ofRofs, is fent by the Catholics in Scotland 

to engage Q. Mary in their intereft , L 259. his propofals 
to her rejected , 260. 

* his negociations in England in favor of Q. Mary, ii. 

2o7. is confined long in the Tower, and afterwards is 
banilhed England , 210. 

Lindfay , Lord , carries the propofol from the confederates to 
Q. Mary, that Ihe fhould refign the government, ii. loj, 
joins the Futhven confpirators , 279. 

Locbleviit caftle, 0. Mary committed a prifoner there, ii. 94. 
her efcape from thence , 1 14. 

Lord , letters to and from him , Append. 1 1 4. 

Logan of lleftalrig , an aliedged accomplice in Gowrie’s con- 
fpiracy , iii. iiL > s tried > and l 1 ’ 8 eftate forfeited long 
after his death , 5^. 

Lords confederate , affociate againft Bothwell and Q. Mary , 
ii. raife forces againft them , &6_. publifh the motives 
of their condud , 81^ prevail on the Queen to furrender 
to them , <jo. affume the title of Lords of the fecret 
council, and the royal authority, 94.. 
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Lords, popifli, confnire againft K. James, ii. ;8 \ are treated 
bv him with gteat lenitv . ; 84- 

form a new confpiracy , iii, 7. the King proceeds 

againft them , {L more of his lenity to them , L2, frefh 
dangers from them, liL they receive money from .Spain, 
1 7. zeal of the clergy againft them , ibid, are declared 
guilty of treafon and their eftates forfeited , !_&. defeat 
the King’s army , 15. are difperfed on the King’s approach, 
20. go abroad and give fecurity to keep the peace, ibid, 
return to Scotland, and petition for leave to refide in their 
own houfes , 2_t, this granted by a convention of eftates, 
ibid, recant their errors and are ahfolved from excommu- 
nication , relapfe , and are again reconciled to the 

church of Rome , ibid, are reltored to their eftates and 
honors . 40. 

Lorrain cardinal , gets fome of the beft benefices in Scot- 
land , i. \ fig, 

Princes of, their ambitious views, L 17;. inftigate 

the Dauphin and Q. Mary to take the titles of King and 
Queen of England, 1 7 1. refolve to invade England, 176. 
and to check the Reformation in Scotland , ibid, the Car. 
dinal’s great influence over the young King , 1 go. drives 
the Queen Regent of Scotland to violent meafures , got, 
their violences occafion a confpiracy againft them , 2}t. 
are forced to withdraw their troops from Scotland, ibid, 
they infult the Scottilh ambaflador, 2to. have great 
power over the young King and Queen , 2 1 1 , 2 <2. are 
forced to contrad their views on the death of the King, 2_s j. 

Luther, a bold and principal promoter of the Reformation, 
L 14}. the rapid progrefs of his doctrine , 144, 

M 

I 

Major John , his hiftory of Scotland , fome account of, L 5. 

Ma’tland of L-thington , fecretary to Mary Queen Regent , 
leaves her fervice and joins the Congregation, L 220. 
his charader, ibid. 221. is fent by them atnbaflador 
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Q. Elizabeth, 222. fends them aflurances of her pro- 
teCtion, 226. is fent by Q. Alary to the court of England, 
277. makes a conceflion to Q. Elizabeth , 278 . accom- 
panies Q. Mary in a progrefs to the north, ai;;. he is 
employed by Q. Mary to defire a perfonal interview with 
Q. Elizabeth , joi. publicly accufes Knox of preaching 
• feditious do&rine concerning refiftance , 124.. intimates to 
Q. Elizabeth the intention of Q. Mary to marry Darnly, 
jj 1. prudently conceals her refentment from Q. Elizabeth, 

m- 

Mart -and , propofes moderate meafures with regard to Q. Mary 
when imprifoned , ii. too, attends the Regent when called 
on to accufe her in England , 1 tR. he difapproves of this 
meafure , ibid, his intrigue with the Duke of Norfolk , 
1 4i_. 1 1 64. is imprifoned by the Regent, 1 70. is relieved 
by Kirkaldy , and fecured in the caltle , 171. propofes a 
coalition of the two parties after the murder of the Regent, 
i8l- accedes to the Queen’s party, 184- is deprived of 
his office of fecretar^ , and proclaimed traitor , 189. is 
attainted in a Parliament of the King’s party , 200. 

agrees with Mar , 219 , 220. his views in refuting a re- 
conciliation with Morton the Regent , 22R , 220. rejects 
overtures of a treaty with him , ibid, is befieged by him 
in the caltle of Edinburgh , 2j2. is forced to capitulate 
and furrender to the Englilh general, ibid, to avoid the 
Regent’s refentment he difpatches himfelf, 2; 4. feveral 
of his letters , Appendix ii. too. 

■ , Sir John , is made fecretary for Scotland , ii. 

1 1 8- concurs with others in promoting Q. Elizabeth’s 
intereft there, ibid, attempts againft him by Capt. James 
Stewart, late Arran, 169. they prove abortive, and he 
is advanced to be chancellor, ibid, an attempt to remove 
him from that office , fruftrated , $84. 

his death , iii. 22. a copy of verfes in honor of him 

wrote by the King, ibid. 

Mar, Earl of, the title conferred on the Prior of St. Andrew’s, 
L 29}. accompanies the Queen in a progrefs to the north , 
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29c. he and his alTnciates narrowly efcape aflaflination , 
296 , 297. is created Earl of Murray, 298, See Murray. 

Mar the tide is conferred on L. Erfkine. L 297. 

- — ■ ■■ the perfon of the young Prince put into his hands, 
ii. 6_L. his refolution in preferving him from Bothwell, 
8 ;. is chofen Regent , 204. labors to bring about a 
general peace, 2 : 8. is thwarted by Morton and his af- 
fociates , 220. dies of melancholy , ibid, his charadler , 
ibid, his merit and integrity was acknowledged by both 
parties, ibid. 

the young Earl , being impofed on by Morton , 

turns out his uncle from the caftle of Stirling, ii. 247. 
joins the Ruthven confpirators , 27;. he with the others 
feize ' Stirling caftle, and eredl their ftandard, 292. is 
attainted and his eftate forfeited, 2 00. is pardoned, and 
reftored to eftate and honors, 222. 

March , countefs of, her infamous marriage with the Earl 
of Arran , ii. 269. 

Mary of Guife . Q. Dowager of Scotland , takes a confider. 
able fhare in the government, u lzA. is much addicted 
to the French intereft, ibid, projects a marriage of her 
daughter to the Dauphin of France, t 27 . becomes in- 
ftrumental in promoting the Reformation , 1 26. afpires 
to the office of Regent , r 27 . promotes difutfedtion to 
the prefent one, and favors the reformers, i_u , 1 2 8. 
vifits the court of France, n8. returns to Scotland to 
take poftfelTion of the Regency, 129. after fome oppofi- 
tion fhe obtains it, iai. confers feveral offices of truft 
upon ftrangers , 1 ct. propofes to lay a tax upon land , 
1 <6. is forced to drop it, 1 s7. tries in vain to excite 
a war with England, ibid, the nobles vigoroufly oppofe 
her meafures, iso, treats the reformers with great ref- 
pedl, < (So. obtains a conceflion from the Parliament in 
favor of the Dauphin, 166. her artful management of 
the reformers, 1 67 , t6g. bellows the vacant benefices 
on foreigners , it>8, (he alters her condudl to the refor- 
mers, 172. renionftrances againft the violent meafures of 
the Princes of Lorrain, 177. is perfuaded by them to 
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perfecute the reformers, 178. her ra(h anfwer to their 
remonftrance, 179, fummor,s their preachers to appear 
before her , ibid, breaks a promife fhe had made them , 
ifto marches with an army againft them, 1 82. concludes 
a treaty with them , i8t. this (he again breaks , 1 84. 
her feverity at Perth, ibid, her fcheme difcovered, ibid. 
iR6. (he goes to attack them, ibid, has again recourfe 
to negociation , 1 Hi. (he is ftartled at their demands and 
gets time to anfwer them , 180. violates another treaty , 
ibid, lofes Perth and forced to abandon Stirling and 
Edinbugh, (he retires with precipitation to Dunbar, 190. 
marches to attack the reformers at Edinburgh , 194.. 
gains time by her artifice, ibid, makes another treaty 
with them , 19s. her artifices to undermine the Prior 
of St. Andrews, 202. the abfurdicy of her fcheme, 20? . 
gets a reinforcement of French troops, who fortify 
Leith , 204. (he difregards a remonftrance of the re- 
formers , 20s. • is influenced by French counfeliors, and 
perfuaded to violent meafures , ibid, retires to Leith 
on the approach of the reformers army, 207. her pru- 
dent and artful condudt there, ib. her haughty and 
imperious anfwer to a frefh remonftrance from them, 
20S. is , by a convention of them , deprived of her 
office of Regent, 211. the foundation of this fentence, 
ibid, foments differences among them , 21s. is deferted 
by her principal fecretary Maitland of Lethington , 22x2. 
fends French troops againft the reformers, 226. retires 
into the caftle of Edinburgh on the approach of the 
Englilh, 2j i. her death and charafter, 2 34, repented 
of her violent meafures, 2)p lifterted to the inftruc- 
tions of a reformed preacher, 2 16. 

JUary Queen of England, her perfecuting reign, L 142. 
her death , 169. 

— Queen of Scots born , i. 97. a propofal to marry 

her to Ed. VI. too. (he is demanded by Henry VIII. 
101. her marriage to the Dauphin of France propofed, 
127. a treaty for that purpofe concluded , 128, 129. 
fhe is fent to be educated in France, 129. the fatal 
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confequence of this, ibid, is impofed on by the arti- 
fices of the French in the treaty of marriage, 1 62 . 
her marriage celebrated with great pomp, 1 6}. they 
take the title of King and Queen of England , 17s. 
fhe makes conceflions to the Congregation , 2 , 2 to. 
declares Q. Elizabeth’s right to the crown of England, 
239. fhe acquires an entire afcendunt over her hus- 
band , 2si. fhe is overwhelmed with great afflidion on 
his death , and retires to Rheims , 2; fhe is invited 
by the convention to return to Scotland, 2sR. an emif- 
fary from the catholics in Scotland propofed violent 
meafures to her, 2t9- fhe is determined to moderation 
by the French and the Prior of St. Andrew’s, is 
prevailed on to prepare for her return to Scotland , 261. 
the origin of the difcord between her and Q. Elizabeth, 
262 . her pretenftons to the crown of England, 263. is 
envied on account of her beauty , 267. demands a fafe 
condud from Q. Elizabeth , which is refufed , 269. 

leaves France with great reludance , 270. lands at 
Leith , 27 1. is much affected by the change of her fitua- 
tion , ib. feveral difadvantages attending her acceflion , 
272 , 27t- forne circumftances to her advantage, 27 t « 
274. her accomplifhments of body and mind , ib. the 
fervants of her chapel infulted , 27 s. procures the free 
exercife of her religion, ibid, iffues a proclamation in 
favor of the Proteftants , 2 -, 6 . employs them folely in 
the adminiftration , 277 - attempts to gain Q. Elizabeth’s 
favor, ibid, makes a conceffion to her, 27ft» which is 
rejeded , 279. fhe makes her public entry into Edin- 
burgh , 2go. an infult offered to her religion on that 
occafion , ib. difcourages the attempts of the papifts to 
gain her favor , 282. her averfion to the family of Ha- 
milton , ibid, makes a progrefs into the north, 29$, 29 6. 
her minifters narrowly efcape affaflination , 296 , 297. 
is refufed accefs to the caftle of Invernefs , 297. when 
in the utmoft confternation is relieved by the Monros 
and other clans, ibid, her forces defeat Huntly’s rebel- 
lion, 299. fhe defires an interview with Q,. Elizabeth, 
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?pt- negociattons concerning her marriage , 303. is foli- 
cited by different Princes , 303, 304. her deliberations 
concerning it, 30s. is forced to bear the authoritative 
behaviour of Q,. Elizabeth , 307 , 30S. to pleafe her 
fubjects, determines againft a foreign alliance, 308. de- 
termines not to ratify the treaty of Edinburgh , 309. 
further negociations for her marriage, 313. difcovers 
the views of Catharine of Aledicis , 3 14. Lord Robert 
Dudley recommended to her as a husband by Q. Eliza- 
beth , 3 ' 4.. fhe is highly offended at this , 3 1 y. diffembles 
with Q Elizabeth, 3 17. entertains thoughts of marrying 
Lord Darnly, 3 iff- file recalls Lenox, 319. is affronted 
at a letter of Q. Elizabeth’s, 3 20. her prejudice againft 
the reformed , and zeal for the catholic religion , 323. 
is taken with Darnly at firft fight, 326, is greatly moved 
at Q. Elizabeth’s infulting craftinefs, 327. negociates 
with the court of Rome for t difpenfation to marry 
Darnly, ibid, and the confent of the court of France, 
328- impofes on Randolph , but applies to Q. Elizabeth, 
for confent to her marriage, 3 3 1. which (he affedts to 
refufe, 3 in refentment file propofes to fend an angry 
meffage to Elizabeth, which Maitland prevents, 334. 
juftifies her conduct to the Englifh ambaffador, 3 3 3. 
endeavours to get Murray’s confent , 336. courts the 
pope’s protedfion , and receives a fubfidy from hjm, 
3 3 7- her great addrcfs in gaining the confent of her 
fubjedfs ,' 339, 340. prevents a plot againft Darnly , ib. 
fummons her vaffals to take arms againft Murray, 3 42. 
and him to appear before her, 344- her marriage with 
Darnly celebrated, ibid, fhe confers the title of King of 
Scots upon him , 343. this ftep cenfured , ib. her re- 
fentment againft the malecontents , 346. fhe marches 
againft them , 347. rejedts the interceffion of CL Eliza- 
beth in their behalf, 348. continues her march againft 
the rebels, ibid, her condudt and courage on that occa- 
fton, 349. drives them out of Scotland, ibid, her further 
tefentmenc againft them, 330, 351. has recourfc t» 
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feveral devices to raife money , $y2. her profperity 
promotes her religion, ;yj. 

Mary, her deliberations concerning the exiled Lords, ii. i. 
determines to treat them with lenity, 4. is diverted from 
this by her religion and French influence, 4, y. this the 
fource of her after-misfortunes, d. her intention to reftore 
popery, y. is difgufted with Darrly’s infolent behaviour, g, 
her familiarity with Rizio offends the King, ul. vindicated 
from any criminal correfpondence with Rizio, 12, |_L ufes 
her utmoft endeavours to prevent his murder, .1 y. Ihe is 
confined by the confpirators , iA. ihe gains the King, and 
efcapes from them, ry. is reconciled to the exiled nobles, 
1 8. her hatred to Darnly increafes, 24, ztL and favor for 
Bothwell commences, ztL extinguilhes fome domeftic 
feuds among the nobles, 2iL is delivered of her fon James 
VI. in the caftle of Edinburgh, 2y>. invites feveral foreign 
princes to his baptifm , jo. continues to treat Darnly with 
negledl , ibid, her attachment to Bothwell increafes , fu 
prevents Darnly’s intended flight, n, 14, vifits the borders, 
1 4. an inftance of her regard for Bothwell on that occafion, 
ibid, how fhe rivalled Q.. Elizabeth, 46. her right of fuc- 
ceflion favored by the F.nglifh parliament , fhe 
endeavours to avail herfelf of that opportunity, yyy, 40. fhe 
takes an extraordinary ftep in favor of popery , 41. 
receives a prefent from the pope , but flops his nuncio at 
Paris, 42. endeavours to procure a better fubfiftence for 
the reformed clergy , 44. her averfion to the King excef- 
five, becomes melancholy, ibid, goes to Sliding to cele- 
brate her fon’s baptifm , 44. is greatly offended at the 
King’s behaviour on that occafion, 44. reflores the popifii 
ecclefiaflical jurifdidtion , yo. her negled of the King 
during his fickncfs , 44. the breach between them becomes 
irreparable , 44. fine vifits him at Glafgow , ibid, the 
motives of her diffimulation on that occafion, s4, yy. 
prevails on him to come to Edinburgh , 46. her fufpicious 
behaviour to him there, yjj. iffues a proclamation for 
difeovering his murderers, y_g. is fuppofed to have been 
acceffary to it, da* i* charged with it abroad, as well as 
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at home , ibid, goes to vide her fon at Stirling , 77. is met 
on her return by Bothwell , who feizes and carries her 
.to Dunbar, 7ft. this fuppofed with hdr confent, ibid, is 
conducted to Edinburgh , go. and married to Bothwell, gL, 
fends an apology to the courts of France and England , gj. 
her condudt caufes a general indignation againft her abroad, 
84- is alarmed at a combination of the nobles againft her 
89. fhe publiihes a manifefto to vindicate her condudt, 
86. is conducted to the caftle of Borthwick, 87. marches 
with Bothwell’s forces againft the confederate Lords, gg. an 
attempt of an accommodation proves vain , 89. is forced 
to furrender to the confederates , 90. is infulted by the 
loldiers and mob , 9 1 _. is carried to Edinburgh , where 
many abufes are offered her, ibid, is fent a prifoner to 
Lochlevin Caftle , 94. Q. Elizabeth interpofes in her 
behalf, 97, the Englifh ambaflador is refufed accefs to 
her , 99. various propofals among the confederates con- 
cerning her, 100, 101. they oblige her to refign the 
government , tot, different reafonings on this meafure , 
104—107. is much moved with the freedom of the Earl of 
Murray , 108. her party among the nobles become diC. 
pirited , 1 La. her refignation of the Crown accepted by the 
parliament , and her imprifonment declared lawful, 1 1 2. 
her letters to Bothwell read, and fhe declared acceffary to the 
King’s murder , ibid, efcapes from Lochlevin , 1 l^, • 1 9- 
arrives at Hamilton , 179. is attended by many nobles and 
a numerous army , 1 19,116. an affociation figned in her 
defence , ibid, her imprudence in hazarding a battle, 1 19. 
her army defeated by the confederates, ibid, her precipitate 
flight into Galloway , 120. rafhly determines to retire to 
England, 121. goes thither againft the advice of her at- 
tendants, LZi. arrives at Carlifle , 129. writes to Q. Eli- 
zabeth, imploring her good offices, ibid, receives letters of 
condolence from her, and demands admittance into her pre- 
fence, 126, 127. this refufed, and why, 127. offers to 
fubmit her caufe to Q. Elizabeth, ibid, is much deceived in 
her expectation from this , 1 90. and offended on difeoveri ng 
die artifices of Q. Elizabeth , 131. earneftiy folitits to be 
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admitted into her prefence , ibid, file is carried to Bolton 
Gallic , 1 chagrined at finding herfelf a prifoner, ibid, 
agrees to an. inquiry into her condud, ib. her diflimularion 
with regard to religion , i^, comm'ffioners appointed to 
appear in her name, i % ?. her chief view in this affair, r 39. 
confents to moving the conference to Weftminfter , 1 47. 
fhe is carried to Tuthbury in Stdffordfhire , 148. is much 
offended at the regard ihown the Regent, and recals her 
confent to the conference, 149. the accufations againft 
her produced by the Regent , 1 so. is accufed likewife by 
the Earl of Lenox , 152. her commiflioners refufe to 
. anfwer , and demand a perfonal interview, they pro- 

teft againft future proceedings , ibid, a fufpicious circum- 
ftance againft her, 1 S4- her commiflioners withdraw from 
the meeting, ibid, her refolute anfwer to a harfh propofal 
of Q,. Elizabeth , i<6. avoids any farther progrefs in the 
inquiry, nj. is enraged at the proceedings , and-propofes 
defperate ineafures , 1 s 8 , 1 S9. fpreads chimerical con- 
jedures with that view , 1 s 9. propofes a divorce from 
Bothwell, 162. is influenced by the 0 . of Norfolk’s fche- 
mes, 1 63. exchanges many letters and love-tokens with 
him, 164. confents to propofals from the Englifh nobles, 
166. their views in this tranfadion, 16s — r6~. a rebellion 
by her adherents againft Q. Elizabeth, t^yr. Is removed to 
Coventry, 17;. Q. Elizabeth thinks of delivering her up 
to the Regent, 17$. this projed how difappointed, 176. 
accelfion of feveral to her parry after the murder of the 
Regent , tfis, 1 S6. they endeavour to foment a war with 
England , ibid, her authority proclaimed at Linlithgow, 
186. her parties defeated by the new Regent, 189, 1 90. 
fheanfwers propofals by Q.. Elizabeth, >91, attempts in vain 
to get foreign alfiftance , 192. appoints commiffioners to 
frame a treaty for her liberation, 19$. this proving fruTc- 
lefs, fhe is more ftridly confined, 1 94. the invalidity of 
her refignation declared in a parliament held by her 
adherents, 200. ad of parliament in England- to curb her 
ard her party , 2o< . lire looks for protection from the 
• King of Spain, 206, is denied the privilege of an am- 
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baflador # at the Court of England, 210. is more clofe 
confined and watched, ibid, proceedings againft her ia 
England , git, her intereft negletfted by the French, ibid, 
is hurt by the Maflacre at Paris , 217, 2 t R. her adherents 
divided into two fadtions, 227. one of them joins with 
Morton the Regent, 2 to. review of the characters of her 
adherents and opponents, 2t t. 214,. her forlorn fituation, 
at 4. is carried to Buxton Wells, 2j j. lofes feveral of her 
friends by death, 2 <7. fends a letter and prefents to her 
fon, 2X4. her meflenger, why difmill'cd without feeing 
him, ibid, her uneafmefs at his confinement by the Ruthven 
confpirators , 281. complains to Q. Elizabeth of her hard 
ufage , 2S2. and begs her interccflion for the King her 
fon, ibid. Throgmorton’s confpiracyin her favor, 296 — 298. 
a fruitlefs negociadon with Q. Elizabeth, 302. is alarmed 
at an affociation in defence of Q, Elizabeth, 304. is 
committed to more fevere keepers, jot- betrayed by Lord 
Gray the Scotch ambaflador, jo6, 307. a flatute for the 
prelervation of Q.. Elizabeth, proves fatal to her, }ji. is 
more rigoroufly treated , $J2, her^complaints to Q_. Eliza- 
beth difregarded, j r_L is, by the French ambaffador’s in- 
tereft, removed to Tuthbury , ibid, is undutifully treated 
by the King her fon, t 14. her paflionate complaint to the 
French ambaffador on that occafion, ibid, threatens to 
difinherit him, ibid, feveral difcoveries alledged againft her, 
i 12, j t t- fhe is guarded with unufual vigilance, j)4- 
her domeftics, papers, &c. are feized , ibid, fhe is con- 
veyed to Fotheringay Caftle, tit. deliberation concerning 
the method of proceeding againft her , it 6, ;n. is fufpi- 
cious of poifon or private murder, j i7. vindicates herfelf 
to the D. of Guife, ibid, the commiffioners for trying 
her arrive at Fotheringay Caftle, j t8- her fpirited fpeech 
when refufing to plead, ibid, is at length prevailed on, 
9. fhe protefts againft the authority of the court, ib. 
the accufation againft her , t4Q- her defence, 340 — J4j. 
her fentence, t 4 t- irregularities in her trial, t 44 - her 
fentence is confirmed by parliament, $4?. who demand 
the execution of it, ibid. France interpofes feebly in her 
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behalf, U 7 - the fentence againft her publifhed, 39 Q. file 
is treated with the utmoft rigor, ibid, her laft requeft to 
Q Elizabeth, »i, refufes the afliftance of a Proteftant 
Bifliop or Dean, ibid, artifices ufed to inflame the people 
againft her, her behaviour at her death , i <; 6 — 360. 

fentiments of hiftorians concerning her, 3 60. her character, 
361, 162. her perfon defcribed , 162. is buried firfl at 
Peterborough, and afterwards in Weftminfter-Abbey, 363. 
letters from her. Append, 27 1. 279 . 34 »- her will, App. 347. * 
objedtions againft her by Walfingham, App. 3 Jt. what 
courfe to be taken with her, ibid, a DiiTertation on the 
genuinenefs of her letters to Bothsvell. End of Vol. iii. 

Maxwell, Lord, arrives from Spain , and prepares forces 
to join the Spaniards , ii. 177. his followers difperfed , he 
is taken prifoner , ibid. 

Melvil is fent by the French King to obferve the motions of 
the Queen Regent and her adverfaries , L 198. fent to 
make up a difference between Elizabeth and Mary, 121. 
brings about an appearance of friendfhip between them, ib. 

. is fent to inform Q. Elizabeth of the birth of K. 

James VI. ii. 23 puts a letter into the Queen’s hand againft 
her marriage with Bothwell, 76. is forced to fly from 
court, ib. advifes K. James to moderate meafures upon his 
efcape from the Ruthven confpkators , 28s. 

Mr. Andrew, a clergyman, his character , ii. 2 3 9 » 

zealoufly oppofes epifcopacy , ib. declines the civil jurif- 
• didion in ecclefiaftical matters, 290. is forced to fly into 
England to avoid perfecution , 291. 

Melville, Air. James, miniftcr of Anftruther, his encomium 
on the eloquence of Knox the reformer , ii. 224- 

Sir Robert, fent by K. James to intercede with Q. 

Elizabeth for Q. Alary while under fentence, ii. ?S2. 
executes his coinmiflion with fidelity and zeal, ibid, a 
memorial of his to the King, Appendix, 367. 

— Mafter of the houfehold to Q. Mary, takes his laft 

tarewel of her, ii. 358- her parting fpeech to him , ibid. 

All l dm ay , Sir 'Walter , fent by Q. Elizabeth with propofals 
to Q. Mary, ii. 191. 

Alanine ( 
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Monluc , Rifliop of Valence, employed by the French to 
conclude a peace with England and Scotland , L 2*7. terms 
agreed to by him , 2*8 — zm. 

.Montgomery appointed Archbifliop of Glafgow, ii. 272 - is 
refufed and excommunicated by the General Aflembly for 
his immoral life , ibid. 

Montmorency , Conftable of France , endeavours to prevent 
the Dauphin's marriage with Q. Mary , L 160. his prudent 
advice to Henry II. 161. 

makes a flender appearance in favor of Q. Mary, ii. 2 1 

Morton , Earl of, bis irrelolute conduct as to the Refor- 
mation , L 220. accompanies Q. Mary in a progrefs to the 
North , 299. 

inftigates Darnly to be avenged of Rizio , ii. nl 

takes the direction of that enterprife, y is admitted 
into the Queen’s prefence, who promifes him a pardon, 
13. is forced to fly into England, iJL obtains his pardon 
on Bothwell’s interceflion, 48. feizes a cafket with letters 
from Q. Mary to Rothwell , 9^. he is , by Q. Elizabeth’s 
interpolition , in favor with the King’s party , after the 
murder of the Regent, 184. appointed one of the com- 
miflioners to treat with the Queen’s party , 19*. his de- 
mands frultrate the meeting, 1 94 is entirely influenced 
by the Court of England , 2 jjjl. commands the King’s forces 
at Leith , 212. has feveral fkirmifhes with the Queen’s 
forces , ib. clofely befieges Edinburgh, and commits great 
cruelties, ib, a fufpenfion procured by the Englifh and French 
ambafladors , 21a. a coalition of parties prevented by 
him , 220 he is chofen Regent, 221. his mercenary in- 
gratitude to the Earl of Northumberland , ibid, obtains the 
temporalities of the Archbifliopric of St. Andrews , 222. 
labors to procure a peace between the two parties , 226. 
attempts in vain to gain Maitland and Kirkaldy, 228. 
makes a treaty with Chatelherault and Huntly 229. gets 
pofleflion of the Caftle of Edinburgh , 2*2. his feverity 
to Kirkaldy and his brother , 2*4 his adminiflration be- 
comes odious, 2*6. his various methods of gratifying his 
avarice , 2*7. connives at the difpute of the clergy , a *8. 
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he irritates the nobles , 2t9- Argyll and Athol refufe ta 
anfwer his fummons , ibid, makes a vain attempt againft 
Lord Claud Hamilton, iao. difcovers the defigns of the 
nobles againft him , and propofes to refign his office , 24}, 
244. his refignation accepted by the King gives univerfal 
joy , 244 , 24?. obtains an approbation of his conduct , 
and a pardon in ample form , 24s. continues to watch 
the motions of his adverfaries, 246. is forced to furrcnder 
the Caftle of Edinburgh, ib. refumes his authority, 249. 
gains the Caftle of Stirling, and a feat in the Privy Council, 
ibid, procures a meeting of the parliament at Stirling , ib. 
his fecurity ratified in it, ib. forces are raifed for and againft 
him, g <; o. he is reconciled to his adverfaries by the inter- 
ceflion of Q. Elizabeth, ibid, is fufpected of foul play at an 
entertainment at his own houfe, 2t2. his illegal proceedings 
againft the family of Hamilton, ib. the King’s new favorites 
undermine him, 2^6, 2 *; 7. he endeavours to prevent them, 
gsR. Q. Elizabeth interpofes in his favor , 2^9. is charged 
with being accelfary to the lace King’s death , 260. he is 
confined in different prifons , 261. difcourages an attempt 
to refcue him, 262. all his friends are turned out of office, 
2 6s. he is tried and condemned , 2Ad. his refolute calm 
behaviour and confeflion before and at his death, 267, 268. 
his body is treated with ignominy , ibid. 

Murray, Earl of, late Prior of St. Andrew’s, goes with a 
handful of men againft Huntly , L 208. by his great flcill 
and courage he gains a complete vi&ory , ibid, his grant 
is confirmed by parliament , too, cabals againft him by 
Lenox and Darnly , t2g his averfion to Darnly and other 
Court favorites , 1 1 s. calls liochwell to ftand a trial, tt$. 
his reafons for oppoling Darnly’s marriage with the Queen, 
ibid, he and his aff’ociates are made the dupes of Q. Eli- 
zabeth’s policy , t to. concerts to feize Darnly and carry 
him to England , t4o. this prevented by the Queen, t4t. 
avoids affaffloation intended him by Darnly, i^z , t4t. 
evidences of tnefe plots , ibid, the Queen’s vaflals are 
called to arms againft him , x*2. he is fummoned to ap- 
pear before her , t44. is again fummoned and outlawed 
on his nonappearance , 346. is forced to fly with his 
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' afterdates into Argvlefhire , t47- they are interceded fof 
by Q. Elizabeth , ibid, are purfued by the Queen , and 
obliged to fly into England, t49- they meet with unex- 
peded ill-treatment from Q Elizabeth, $yo. 

courts Kizio to intercede with the Queen for him , 

ii. z, many of his old friends folicit for him , ib. j the' 
Queen’s favor how intercepted , f. a parliament i9 
called to attaint them, &_• this how prevented, g, he 
and his aflociates arrive at Edinburgh , uL are gracioufl/ 
received by the King and Queen , ib. are alarmed at 
the Queen’s efcape , but foon reconciled to her , jJL 
he is appointed Regent during the minority of K. James 
VI 107. his harfh behaviour in a vffit to the Queeti , 
log, the fuccefs of his wife adminiftration , 1 to. procures 
many of the Queen’s party to join him , in. gets tho 
places of ftrength into his hands, ibid, his office of Re- 
gent confirmed by parliament, r 12. his fevere and haugh- 
ty behaviour difgults feveral , in. his adherents in 
great confternation at the Queen’s' efcape from Lochlevin, 
x uk his prudent condud on that occafion , 1 n. defeats 
the Queen’s army at Lnngfide , 1 1 y. he improves this 
vidory , na. his lenity to the prifoners , ibid, he calls 
a parliament , 1 at. is called upon by Q. Elizabeth to 
vindicate his condud, 1 1 7. he arrives at York , 1 3 9. 
his views in this affair , 140. complaints of the Queen’S 
eommiffioners againft him, 141. he behaves with great 
referve on this occafion , 142. this part of his condud; 
accounted for, 1 4t- intrigues with the Dukt of Norfolk, 
ibid, his demands from the Englilh commiflioners , 144 , 
14s. anfwers to the complaints of the Queen’s commifV 
fioncrs without touching on the murder , 146 , 147. 
agrees to have the conference moved to Weftminfter, 
147. is affedionately received by Q. Elizabeth, which 
offends 0 .. Alary, 1 to. is prevailed on by Elizabeth to 
accufe Mary of the murder, ul produces his evidences, 
1 S4- is difmifled by Q. Elizabeth without approving of 
condemning his condud, 1 t 7 . is 8. his party is fecretly 
fupported by her, isg. returns to Scotland, and by his 
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rigorous condudt breaks tbe Queen’s party, itfo. be 
* receives propofals both from Q. Elizabeth and Q Mary, 
162. he difappcints Norfolk, i6g , 169. an account of 
his murder, 176 — 17s. his character, 1-8. his death 
much lamented by Q. Elizabeth and the King’s party, 
ig r. much anarchy the confequence of it, 1R2. part of 
a letter of his, App. 292. 

* his heir murdered by the Earl of Huntly , iii. 4. 

N 

2 va:t , Secretary to Q. Mary, is fent by her with a lettrt 
and prefents to her Ton , ii. 2 C 4 why difmifled without 
feeing him , ibid, is fent with offers of humble refignation 
to Q. Elizabeth , 304. is feized and fent prifoner to 
London, $ is. is produced an evidence againft her, 144. 

Nevil difcovers and prevents Parry’s defign to murder Q. 
Elizabeth , ii. j_i u 

Kobtes , their extenfive power , L 22, 2j_. become turbu- 
lent and formidable, 2 a_. their power greater in Scotland 
than in any other kingdom , 24, the caufes of this, 
25 — 14 = their power of long duration , , 40. it be- 

comes intolerable to the Princes , ibid, they are hum- 
1 bled in France and England , ibid, but continue vigorous 
in Scotland, 40. difcords among them encouraged, ibid, 
th^ir jurifdiclion circumfcribtd , 42. are greatly mortified 
by King James V. 67 -— 7 1. are difappointed in a fcheme 
to fhow their refentment . 74. refufe to attend the 
King into England , 74^ they feize the revenues of the 
church, 247. refufe to part with them to the reformed 
clergy , 2 8, 2<;8- differ.fions among them , 289 , 290. 
a conversion of them approve the Queen’s marriage to 
Darnly , 117. 

— — feveral of them recommend Bothwell as a husband to her, 
ii- 71 > 21z a ftrange combination of them on this occa- 
fion, 74, 7^. a body of them affotiate againft her and 
bothwell , Sir their different views in .this, ibid, a party 
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of them favors the Queen, 96. they are much difpirited 
by the good conciud of Murray , no, m. they are 
much provoked by Morton the Regent, 139. think of 
redrefs from f he King, 241. infufe fufpicion of the Re- 
gent’s power into him, 242. a meeting of them by him, 

• 243. a party of them confpire againit the King’s favorites, 
27 y. they feize his perfon and drive them off, 216, 
277. their negledt of, and ingratitude to the clergy * 
$2*. the King attempts to reconcile their feuds and unite 
them, 569. See Lords 

Norfolk, Duke of, appointed a commiffjoner to hear the 
caufe between Queen Mary and her accufers, ii. i?8. 

1 forms a fcheme of mounting the throne of Scotland, 142, 

• 14 intrigues with the Regent and Maitland with that 
view, 144. he reprefents the demands of the Scots to 
Q. Elizabeth, 149, 146. his farther negociations with 
refped to Q. Mary, 165 , 11S4. endeavours to conceal 
his defign from Q. Elizabeth , 164. is impofed on by 
the artifice of the Regent, i6y. gets the confentof many- 
of the Englifh nobles, 1 66. his projedt approved at 
foreign courts, 167. is difcovered and defeated by Q. 
Elizabeth , 169 , 170. flies to Norfolk, 170. he fur- 
renders on a fecond fummons , and is fent prifoner to 
the Tower, ibid, is fet at liberty, and continues his in- 
trigues with Q. Mary, 207. is betrayed by his fecretary, 
ibid. is feized with his dependants, and accufed by them, 
209. is executed, ibid. 

Northumberland , Earl of, attempts a rebellion in favor of 
Q. Mary , ii. 171. his fcheme defeated, 172, 175. 
he is feized by the Regent, 174. is delivered up to 
the governor of Berwick, and put to death at York, 221, 

Nottingham , Countefs of, fome account of the tranfadlion 
concerning the Earl of Effex's ring, iii. 84. 

i • • • • 

O 

Qttavians , their inftitution and extenfive powers, iii. 22* 
they undermine the King’s minilters, aj. become odious, 

t fa 


Digitized by Googl 



I N P E X.; 


and i combination is formed againft them , ibid, being fplir 
into factions , and envied by the courtiers , they relign 
their commiflion, 40. 

Qg'lvie , Lprd , has a fcuffle with Sir John Gordon in the 
ftreets of Edinburgh, i. 294. 

Olifbunt , hlafter of, joins the Ruthven confpirators, ii. 2715, 

Orange, Prince of, fends an agent into Scotland, ii. 264. 
his inftrudtions , ibid, is ailaflinated , 517. 

ffOifel , commander of the French troops in Scotland , en- 
deavours to promote a war with England, i. i?8- his de, 
fign fruftrated , ibid, the number of troops under his com, 
mand, 18?. instigates the Queen Regent to violent meafures 
againft the Reformers, 186- is lent by Q, Mary to demand 
a fafe-condutft frotp Q. Elizabeth, during her voyage r to 
Scotland, 269, 

P 

Pauley, Abbot of, arrives in Scotland, 1 . lotf. create* a 
fufpicion of the Earl of Lenox in the Earl of Arran, Regent, 
ibid, is made Archbifhop of St. Andrews , 120. 

Paris , the maflacre of, ii. 2 1 6, 2 1 7. rejoicings of the Popilh 
party on account of it, 217. the confternation and horror 
of the Proteftants , ibid. - 

Parliament, the nature of their original conftitution, i. 79 — 82 - 
particularly that of Scotland, 82-^96. 242. a parliament 
held on an extraordinary occafion , 242. a difficulty ftarted 
and anfwcred , 24}. their proceedings with regard to 
religion, 244,24?. condemn the Popifh and approve the 
Reformed doftrines, 246. fevcral other regulations of the 
fame tendency, 247, their validity called in queftion, 248. 
exceed their powers, 249. their proceedings laid before 
the King and Queen , 2?o, . • , ' , 

a parliament in favor of Bothwell, ii. < 58 . paffies an 

adt in favor of the Reformation , 69, confirm the pro- 
ceedings of the confederates , 1 1 2. parliaments held both 
by the King’s and Queen’s parties , 200. another of thp 
Queen’s adherents, il?id. atcajat upward of pop of thqir 
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•pponents, 202. a parliament at Stirling by the King’s 
party, ibid, furprifed by the Queen’s adherents, 20}. 
another at Stirling , 248, 249. one at Edinburgh , 2*7. 
and on the King’s being of age, 169, $70. feveral new 
laws made there, 370 — 37}. the lefler Barons admitted 
into parliament, 373. 

Parry , Dotftor, undertakes to murder Q. Elizabeth , ii. 310. 
is encouraged by and gets abfolution from the Pope , 3 1 1. 
his defign how prevented , ibid, is executed , ibid. 

Parfons , a Jefuit, publifhes a book in favor of the Infanta pf 
Spain’s right of fucceflion to the Crown of England , iii. 2 1 . 

Pasquinades and Pictures , accufing Bothwell of Darnly’s 
murder, ii. 99, 60. 68. a law made againft them , 69. 

Patten , William , his account of the Scottifli ancient military 
difeipline, i. 124, 129. 

Paulet , Sir Amias , is appointed one of Q. Mary’s keepers , 
ii. 30$. his rigid feverity to her , 3 12, 3 1 3. difeovers her 
. foreign correfpondence * 332. his rude treatment of her , 
3?o. refufes to be concerned in privately aflailinating her, 
ibid, a letter from him, Appendix, 392. 

Ptllevi ., Bifhop of Amiens , is appointed to fupport the popifh 
intereft in Scotland , i. 206. drives the Queen Regent to 
violent meafures againft the Proteftants , 207. 

Perth , an infurredlion of the Reformers there againft the 
Papifts, i. 18 1, 132. its inhabitants are feverely treated 
by the Queen Regent, 184. a French garrifon placed 
there, ibid, is befieged and taken by the Proteftants, 190. 

a great tumult there on account of Gowrie’s con- 

fpiracy, iii. 33. 

Philip II. of Spain, married to Mary Queen ofEngland, i. 142. . 
reinforces his army with her troops, 1 t 7. 

his great power, ii. 3 r 6 . joins in the holy league, ibid. 

refolves to invade and conquer England, 376. his pre- 
parations for it dilatory, 380 his defign fruftrated, ibid. . 
meditates an invafion of England through Scotland, 381. 
intrigues with fome Scottifli Lords with that view, 38a. 

remits money to them, iii. 17. 

Pinkey% the battle of, i. 122. 
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Piu'V. Pope, excommunicates Q Elizabeth., deprives her of 
her kjnedoin, and ablolves her fubjetffs , ii. 188. 

Po'ly , one of Babingtor.’s conipiraturs again!! Q. Elizabeth, 
ii jz 9. difeovers the plot, tto. 

Po/trut , a frar.tic zealot , ailaflinates the Duke of Guife at the 
liege of Orleans, i. ?o«. 

Pout , Air. Kobert, a minifter , and one of the Lords of Scffion, 
protelfs againll laws npprelTne to the Church , ii. 294. 

Popery, where molt flour Thing, 1. 144. what kind prevailed 
in Scotland, 14s. was partly grafted on Heachenifm, 191. 
is much huit by the congregation, 24*. their doctrines 
condemned by Parliament, 24ft, the jurifdidlion of their 
courts abohfhed, ibid, their worfhip prohibited, ibid, at- 
tempt in vain to gain (^ueen Mary’s favor, 262. 

• the great influence of Popery . ii. 

Power, the balance of, the great confequence of preferving 
it, i. 89 , 9°- 

Presbyterian church - government eftablifhed in Scotland, 
i. 2$}. 

is confirmed by King James VI. iii. 

Protejlants , in France , violently perfecuted, i. 200, 201. 
are moderate on Q. Mary’s arrival from France, 275. are 
employed by her in the adminiftration , 277. 

— — a fcheme for fupprelfing them all over Furope , ii. 4. 

a league formed for that purpofe , j 16. See Reformation. 

R 

Ram fey , a favorite of K. James III. narrowly efcapes be- 
ing hanged with his affociates , i. 60. is appointed Cap- 
tain of the King’s guard,* and created Earl ofBothwell, 
61. See Botbweii. 

Randan, Sieur de , employed by the French to negociate 
a peace with England and Scotland, i. 2J7. terms agreed 
on by him , 2 } 8 , 239. 

Raniio’pb . lent to encourage the Congregation , i. 217. 
congratulates Q. Mary’s arrival in Scotland. 277. urges 


Digitized by Google 


INDEX. 


the ratification of the treaty of Edinburgh , 278. is impofed 
on by Q Mary in the affair of her marriage with Darnly , 
??*• 

— fent into Scotland on the murder of Murray, ii. 

182, 18?. interpufes for Morton , 262, 26}. flies from 
Scotland in the night, 2 6 ^ . is fent again there, and 
concludes a treaty with England , 526. feveral of his 
letters , App. 1 8 8 • 201. 20;. 220. 2)0. 2)2. 2)7. 

Ratcliff See Snffex. 

Reformation , its progrefs in Scotland, i. 1)). account of 
its firll preachers, ibid, is much ii.fluenced by England, 
1)4, i)5« two remarkable inftruments of promoting it, 
ibid, it makes great progrefs, 141. caufes contributing 
to promote it. 1)9. its advantages over popery , 14). 
is favored by the Q. Regent, i?9- an inftance of re- 
gard for it in Scotland, 161 , 162. the whole party not 
chargeable with Cardinal Beatoun’s murder , 170. a 

prieft burnt for embracing it, 17 1. the reformers vio-* 
lently perfecuted by the Archbifhop of St. Andrew’s , 
ibid, are protected by the Q. Regent , ibid, apply in vain 
to the Popilh clergy, 172. a perfecution ag^n(t them 
pufhed on by the French intereft, 177, 178. the preach, 
ers futnmoned before the Regent, 179. they are de- 
ceived and declared out-laws by her, 180. a riotous in- 
furredtion of them at Perth againft the Papifts , 18 1. 
prepare to defend themfelves againft the Queen , 182, 
1 8). conclude a treaty with her which fhe prefently 
breaks, 18?, 184. they take arms againft the Queen, 
186, >87- infill on redretliog civil as well as religious 
grievances, 187. the influence of the Reformation on 
liberty, ibid, they befiege and take Perth, 190. they 
feize Stirling and Edinburgh, ibid commit great violen- 
ces on churches and monafteries, ibid their condudt how 
accounted for, 191. an inftance of their moderation, 
192. fix their refidence at Edinburgh, 19). the Queen 
prepares to attack them, 194. -make another treaty 
with her, ibid, are forced to abandon Edinburgh, &c. 
but allowed the exercife of their religion, 19$. demand 
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the expulfiori oF the French army, ibid, are aware of 
their danee r from France, 109. their party (trengchened, 
ibid, remoiftjate againft the French fortifying ieith, 
30c. take arms in their own defence, 2ot. remonftrate 
again to the Regent. 208. are highly incenl'ed at her 
imperious anfwer , 209. by advice of a convention de- 
prive the Queen Dowager of the office of Regent, 31 1. 
the foundations of this conduit, 212. examination of 
the different principles on which it was conducted in 
different countries, 254. 

— the growth of it encouraged by parliament , ii. 
112. it?. See Congregation. 

Regalities , the ample furifdiction of, i. 22. 

Repledging , the privilege of, to whom belonging, i. 22. 

Revenge, encouraged both by cuftom and law, i. 41. 

Revenues of the church , proceedings of Parliament con- 
cerning them, i. 247. 

Ridolphi , an agent for the Pope at London , negotiate* 
for Q. Mary , ii. 26. his arguments with the D. of 
Norfolk, z~ , 28. 

Rizio, Dayid, fome account of him and his rife, i. $29, 
jjo. Dandy's connexion with him, 1 ? t. 

— his good offices courted by Murray , ii. 2. his 

great intereft and familiarity with the Queen, 9. incurs 
the hatred of Darnly, ibid, and of the friends of the 
exiled Lords, 10. feveral concuning caufes of this, 
ibid. it. a combination formed to murder him, ibid, 
he is murdered in the Queen’s palace, 14, 15. 

Romans invade Britain , i. 2. give the earlieft accounts 
of the Scots , ibid. 

Rofs , Bifliop of, zealoufly promotes Oueen Mary’s intereft 
at London, ii. aog , 209. is confined to the Tower, 
and threatened with capital punifiiment , 210, 211. is 
fet at liberty and banifhed the kingdom, ibid, fome 
letters of his, Appendix. 28?. ?o6. 

Rubay , a foreigner , made keeper of the great feal of 
Scotland , i. 

Ruthven , Lord, die murder of Rizio propofed to him by 
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Darnly, il. n. heads the confpirators againft him , 1,4. 
his part in that tranfadlion , 1;. is admitted into the 
Queen’s prefence, who promiles him a pardon, 17. 
did npt repent of it at his death , 24. 

Isutbven created E. of Gowrie, he and his affociates feize 
the King, and remonftrate againft his favorites, ii. 27?, 
276, drive them from him, 276. their condudf appro, 
ved in an aifembly of the ftates, 279 the King efca- 
pes from them, 28). by Arran’s influence violent 
meafures are- determined againft them, 286. Q. Eliza- 
beth intercedes in their behalf, 287. are declared guilty 
Df high treafon , 289. take refuge in foreign countries, 
ibid, are harfhly treated by Q. Elizabeth, 107. a re- 
conciliation with her brought about, 320, 121. return 
to Scotland, and are reconciled to the King , 522. 
their, moderation on being reftored to their eftates and 
honors, ?2). their negledt of their friends the Clergy, ib. 

> that name abolifhed by Parliament, iii. 68- See 

( Gorvrie. 

Jlutbven raid , what, ii. 277, 

*• 4 . v . 1 • • * ' 

- . S 


Sadler , Sjr Ralph , his reprefentations of the refcntment 
of the Scots , for the feizure of their fhips by Henry 
Vlll.i. 104 , 105. 

«■ appointed a commifiioner to hear the caufe between 
Q. Alary and her accufers, ii. i}8. 

Sandi lands of CaUier , Lord St. John, fent to lay the proceed- 
ings of the congregation parliament before the King and 
Queen in France, r. 249. is coldly received and difmiiTed 
without a ratihcation by them , 250. 

Savage , a Spanifli officer , his defperate refolution to kill Q. 
Elizabeth, ii. 328- 129. 

Scotland % its ancient hiftory Fabulous , i. I. the origin of the 
Scots, 2. their hiftory why remarkably obfcure, 4. fome 
account of the writers of it , 4, 5. is divided into four 
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. periods, e. 6. a review of the third era , 7 . fome account 
of the controverfy concerning its independency; 7 — 12 . 

-this the caufe of great animofiries and much bloodfhed, 13. 
the Rate of Scotland when Rruce began his reign , 14. it 
btgirs to have an influence on the fare of dillant nation's, 
04 influence as to the balance of power, 9c. ftate of 
Scotland at the birth of Queen Mary , 98. is invaded 
by the Englifh and feveral places burnt and plundered , 
lit, xi2. much alienated from the Englilh, 11 1,114. a 
peace concluded between England , France , and Scotland , 

1 14- computation of damages done by the Englifh in Scot- 
land, lit* a new breach with England, 120. is invaded by 
a great Englifh army, 121. the Scots are defeated with 
great (laughter, 122, 12;. their manner of fighting 
at that time, 124, i2y. a marriage agreed of their young 
Queen and the Dauphin of France , ' 1 28-. 129: they foon 
repent this ftcp , 131. a fray at Edinburgh occafions their 
utter averfion to the French, 132,133. this Inflamed by 
another incident, 133,136. they decline a war with -England, 

1 3 7. fend reprefer.tatives to witnefs Q. Mary’s -marriage, - 
1 6 1. their care as to the marriage articles, ib. they refufe 
confent to the demands of the French, 16c. four of their 
deputies fufpetfled to be poifoned, ibid which much in- 
creafes the averfion, 166. grant the crown matrimonial to 
the Dauphin, ibid, they apply to the Englifh for affiftance 
-againft the French; 216. 222. an Englilh fleet arrives for 
that purpofe, 228. conclude a peace with England and 
receive an Englifh army, 229, 230. all parties agree m- 
detcfting the French, 254. a treaty between England, 
France , and Scotland, 236, 2 3 7 . both Englifh and French 
armies leave Scotland, 242. they rejoice much at the death 
of the young King of France, 233. fend to invite the Queen 
to Scotland, 238. rejed propofals of an ambaflador from 
France, 260. ftate ®f Scotland on Q. Mary’s return from 
France, 272. great zeal of the nation againft Popery, 27*. 

— the Scots. brought into contempt by Q. Mary’s con- 
dud, ii. 84- in a miferable condition after the murder of 

• Murray the Regent, 200. ftate of fadions at that time in it, 

2 o 1 . a league concluded between Scotland and England, 325. 
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a view of the revolutions of Scotland fince the accefc 

fion of James VI iii. 9} — 107. of the policy of the ftate, 
91 — 9 9- and of the church, 99, 100. of the genius 
and tafte as to learning, 1 o 1 — 1 07. 

Scott of Buccleugh enters and ravages England after the 
murder of Murray the Regent, ii. 182. the defign of 
this, igt. 

Scroop, Lord, fent to condole with, and watch Q. Mary 
on her arrival in England, ii. 126. fhe is committed to 
his cuftody at Bolton caftle , 154. Why his fidelity is 
diftrufted ; and the Queen removed, 148. 

SeJJion, Lords and court of, by whom firft appointed, I. 
44. the Prefident and one half of their number of the 
Clergy, 148. 

Seton , Lord, aflifts the Queen Regent in defending Leith, 
i. 219. 

Shrewsbury, Earl of, the charge of Q. Mary’s perfon 
committed to him, ii. 148. why removed from that office, 
$24. .is appointed to fee the fentence againft her 
executed, letter from him and the Earl of Kent 

concerning her death. Appendix. 370. 

Sinclair , ■ Biihop of Rofs, a zealous Papift, concurs, as 
Prefident of the SelTton , in acquitting Knox of a charge 
of treafon , i. $ 1 2. 

■Somerfet, Duke of, enters Scotland with a powerful army, 

i. 121. is reduced to a very critical fituation , - / i 22. 
defeats the Scots with great {laughter , 12?. this vidtory 
why of little advantage, 12s. cabals againft him at the 
court of England, force him to return, 126. is ruined 
by his enemies , 1 ; o 

Spain, great warlike preparations there, ii. 175 , }7<f. 
See Armada. 

- The infanta of, fet up as candidate for the crown 

of England, iii. 21. 

Spanish ambafladors ordered to leave England , for in- 
triguing in favor of Q. Mary, ii. 210. 299. 

Sprot , his difeoveries concerning Gowrie’s confpiracy , 

ii. $8 — 60. is executed, 60. 
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Stevpart , James , Prior , of St Andrews , is appointed to 
carry the crown matrimonial to the Dauphin of France, 

i. 169. See St Andrew. 

Efme, Lord Aubigne , his arrival in Scotland, ii. 

2<;s. See Aubigny. 

• — Capt. James, his charafter, ii. 256. becomes a 

favorite of King James, ibid, accufes Morton of the 
murder of the late King, 260. is created Earl of Arran. 
See Arran. 

Col. William, commander of the- King’s guard, 

contributes to his efcape from the Ruthven confpiraiors, 

ii. 284. feizes the Earl of Gowrie, 292. 

■ ■ ■ — Francis, created Earl of Both well, ii. ?82. joins 
in a treafonable correfpondence with the Popilh Lords, 
ibid. See HotbxpeU. 

» ■ — all of that name combine in oppofing the Chan- 

cellor , iii. 1 1/ 

Stirling feized by the Reformers, i. ign. a parliament there 
by the King’s party, ii. 202. is furprifed by the Queen’s 
adherents, and a great fray enfues, ibid. 20}. 

Strozzi , Leon, commands a bod^ of French fent into 
Scotland , i. 1 1 9. reduces and demolilhes the cattle of 
St. Andrew’s, ibid. See France 

SuiceJJion , a remarkable ttatute concerning it, i. 120. 

Superintendents propofed in the Church of Scotland , L 
1 s 7 . their bufinefs, ibid. 

SuJJ'ex , Earl of, one of the commiflioners to hear the canfe 
between Q. Mary and ‘her accufers , ii. i}R. aflembles 
a powerful army on the borders, 184. he and Scroop 
enter, aqd ravage Scotland, 1 8 s - 

T 

Tax npon lahd firft propofed in Scotland, i. 196. 

Tbrokmorton , Sir Nicholas, fent ambaflador extraordinary 
from Q,. Elizabeth, to oppofe Q. Alary’s marriage with 
Darnly, i. 534, JJ*. 


INDEX. 


■ » ■- his intercefllon for the exiled lords is much regard- 

ed , ii. 2, }. his enmity to Cecil, 2. is fent to ne- 
gotiate Q. Mary’s liberation , 9-. is refufed accefs to 
her by the confederates, 99. fome letters of his, Ap- 
pendix, 247. 2S7* 2 <5 > - 26-. 269. 

Francis , is charged with a confpiracy againft Q, 

E.'.zabeth, ii. 296. at tirft he denies, but afterwards 
confeffes it, ib. 297. reflections on his confeffion , 297, 
298. is executed, 299. 

Tichl’ourne deligns to aflaflinate Q. Elizabeth, ii. $29. 

Treajun , perfons guilty of it , tried after their death by 
the law of Scotland, iii. yg, y 9. 

' ~ U 

Vilmort , a foreigner, made comptroller of Scotland , i. iyy* 

Union of Scotland and England, the advantages of, iii. 98. 

W 

Wallace , Sir William , bravely aflerted the liberty of his 
country, i. 1 2. 

• Waifingbam , fecretary to Q. Elizabeth, fent ambaflador to 
King James VI. ii. 287. returns without fuccefs, ibid, 
nialtes a favorable report to her concerning James, 288. 
interpofes in favor of Q.. Mary, *04. difeovers Babington’s 
confpiracy, }jo. why a determined and inveterate enemy 
to Q. Mary, 554. a letter from him. Append J<7. 

Warwick, Earl of, fucceeds Somerlet in the government 
of England i. tyo. 

Wejlminjler , the conferences concerning Q. Mary there, ii. 
«47. 

Wejlmorl^nd , Earl of, attempts a rebellion in favor of Q.. 
Mary , ii. 171. his fchemes difeovered and defeated, 
17), 1 74< he elcapes to the Netherlands, ibid. 
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Whithorn, the Prior of, imprifoned for celebrating mafs, 1 . 
tio. 

JVillox, a minifter, declares for refinance and deprivation 
of tyrannical rulers, i. 210. is called to attend the Q, 
Dowager on her death-bed, 2} 6. 

Wishart , George, his illegal execution revenged, i. ny 
■ Witchcraft , vigoroufiy profecuted by K. James VI. in Scot- 
land, iii. 3. 

Wotton , dean of Canterbury , employed to negociate a 
peace with France, i. 238- 

w- Sir Edwaid, fent by Q_ Elizabeth into Scotland, 

ii. 318. his character, ibid, foon gets into high favor 
with K. James, ibid, procures a league between the two 
kingdoms, ib. l s 9. undermines Arran’s power, 320, 
321. forms a plot on King James, and is forced to with- 
draw without taking leave , 321, 322, 

Y * 

8V* , the conferences there concerning Q. Mary, ii. 1 3 9. 

Z 

Zoucbe , Lord , fent ambaflador by Q Elizabeth , to re- 
monltrate againft K. James’s lenity to the Popifh lords , 

iii. 13. his treachery on that occaiion, ibid. 


THE END. 






Digitized by 


Go 



Digitized by Google 


Digitized by Google 





Digitized by Google 


